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A MESSAGE FROM THE COMMISSIONER

July 2004

To the Residents of the State of Connecticut:

We are pleased to present to you the Long-Range Transportation Plan for the State of Connecticut
2004-2030 (2004 LRP).  This federally mandated policy document was developed to guide
transportation policies, programs and investments through the year 2030.  It will be used as a
framework for developing future transportation planning documents such as the 2005 Master
Transportation Plan (MTP) and the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).

It discusses the planning process, federal mandates and the input used to develop the document. It
identifies mandated federal factors that must be addressed,  discusses major transportation-related
issues facing the State of Connecticut, and outlines general strategies and actions to address them. It
presents the overarching objective and general transportation strategies proposed by the
Connecticut Transportation Strategy Board and adopted by the Connecticut General Assembly, and
it is consistent with both the Conservation and Development Policies Plan for Connecticut 1998-
2003 and the  Recommended Conservation and Development Policies Plan for Connecticut 2004-
2009.

The Connecticut Department of Transportation is committed to putting this plan into action.  You
are invited to participate in the shaping and periodic updating of this Plan.  Your input into this Plan,
coupled with our focus on putting it into action, will help to ensure that Connecticut meets the
current mobility and economic needs in an environmentally sensitive manner, and that the future
needs of Connecticut are met as our state changes over time.  By working together we can make
Connecticut a better place to live, work, conduct business and visit.

Sincerely,

Stephen E. Korta, II

Commissioner

Graphic and Associated Text:  Photograph of Commissioner Stephen E. Korta, II



CCHHAAPPTTEERR  11::    FFEEDDEERRAALL  MMAANNDDAATTEE

It is in the national interest to encourage and promote the safe and efficient management, operation,
and development of surface transportation systems that will serve the mobility needs of people and
freight and foster economic growth and development within and through urbanized areas, while
minimizing transportation-related fuel consumption and air pollution. -  U.S. Code, Title 23, Section
135

OVERVIEW

This long-range transportation plan is the federally recognized transportation plan for the State of
Connecticut.  Section 450.214 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) which implements Section
135 of Title 23 of the United States Code requires that Connecticut prepare and periodically update
(every 3 to 5 years) a statewide, intermodal transportation plan that addresses specified factors and
covers a period of at least 20 years.  The Long-Range Transportation Plan for the State of
Connecticut 2004-2030 (2004 LRP) covers the period 2004 through 2030 and updates the State of
Connecticut’s 1998 Long-Range Transportation Plan. 

In this 2004 LRP, the State, through the Connecticut Department of Transportation, identifies
transportation strategies necessary to efficiently serve the mobility needs of people and for the
movement of freight.  This plan will serve as a framework for preparing future more project-specific
transportation plans such as the Department’s 2005 Master Transportation Plan (MTP) and the State
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).  In addition, the State provides for coordination of
transportation plans, programs, and planning activities with related planning activities being
undertaken outside of metropolitan planning areas.  The State  also engages the public in the process
for developing the plan and, upon its completion, the State submits the plan to the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) and Federal Transit Administration (FTA).

SEVEN FACTORS

The provisions of Section 450.214 CFR generally require each state to develop transportation plans
and programs for all areas of the state and to carry out a transportation planning process that
provides for consideration of projects and strategies that will...

emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation system;  

promote efficient system management and operation; 

support the economic vitality of the United States, the States, and metropolitan areas, especially by
enabling global competitiveness, productivity, and efficiency; 

increase the safety and security of the transportation system for motorized and nonmotorized users; 



increase the accessibility and mobility options available to people and for freight; 

enhance the integration and connectivity of the transportation system, across and between modes
throughout the State, for people and freight; and

protect and enhance the environment, promote energy conservation, and improve the quality of life. 

This document addresses these seven factors set forth by the federal government.  Chapter 2 of this
document describes the planning process through which public input was solicited and incorporated
into this 2004 LRP.  Chapter 3 focuses on the seven factors as they relate to issues affecting
Connecticut’s transportation network.  Specific strategies and actions for maintaining and improving
the quality of the transportation system, the quality of life for our residents and visitors, and the
economic vitality of the state, are also outlined in Chapter 3.

Graphic and Associated Text:  Photograph of several small American flags.



CCHHAAPPTTEERR  22::    TTHHEE  PPLLAANNNNIINNGG  PPRROOCCEESSSS

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS

In developing a long-range transportation plan, the State provides citizens, affected public agencies,
representatives of transportation agency employees, freight shippers, private providers of
transportation, representatives of users of public transit, providers of freight transportation services,
and other interested parties with a reasonable opportunity to comment on the proposed plan. 

The Department complies with the federal public outreach requirements by following the guidance
and procedures outlined in its public outreach plan, entitled A Guide for Public Outreach
(November 1995).   This document outlines a process for establishing a public partnership in the
development of transportation programs and projects.  

The following procedures were noted in the guide:

the option to publish a public notice of intent to update or develop a new LRP at the onset of the
process;

development of a draft LRP to be available at various public locations throughout the State for public
review;

public notice of the availability of the draft LRP for review and comment;

provision of a minimum of thirty-days within which public comment on the draft LRP may be
submitted;

provision of a public meeting during the later sixteen days of the  thirty-day public comment period
on the draft;

preparation of the final LRP to be available at various public locations for informational purposes; and

public notice of the availability of the final LRP.

The characteristics of successful participation are inclusiveness, early involvement, and clear,
accurate information.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE PROCESS

Federal laws, regulations and executive orders dictate the players in the transportation planning
process, the specific roles of players and the timeframes for updating and submitting required
transportation planning documents.  The laws and regulations also specify the modes of
transportation considered, requirements for spending and allocating federal transportation funds,
and the criteria for approving projects. 



This  2004 LRP has been developed by the Department with the following special considerations:
with respect to each metropolitan area in the State, cooperation with the metropolitan planning
organization;
with respect to nonmetropolitan areas, the concerns of local elected officials representing units of
general purpose local government; and
the concerns of Indian tribal governments and Federal land management agencies that have
jurisdiction over land within the boundaries of the State.

Graphic and Associated Text:  Three groups of information in diamond shaped boxes. An arrow
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back from Group 3 to Group 2.

Group 1 - General Policy, Planning, Requirements, & Funding

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA)
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)

Group 2 - Cooperatives, State & Local Planning Efforts

Connecticut Department of Transportation 
Transit operators
Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs)
Rural Planning Organizations
Local Government

Group 3 - Coordination with Other Entities

State & Municipal Airports
Port Operators &  Users
Modal Freight Providers & Users 
Federally Recognized Indian Tribes
Public

PUBLIC OUTREACH EFFORTS

The Department initiated an ambitious public outreach effort prior to development of the draft 2004
LRP.  As a means of reaching a wide audience, a number of methods of communication and
advertisement were used to solicit public input.

Graphic and Associated Text: Timeline of public outreach efforts.



IN PREPARATION OF THE DRAFT

Listening Sessions were held at seven locations throughout the State to solicit public input on
transportation issues in Connecticut.  The dates, times, and locations of these sessions were
coordinated with staff of the Connecticut’s Regional Planning Organizations (RPOs).  All facilities
were handicapped accessible and assistance for the deaf and hearing impaired was available upon
request.  The seven Listening Sessions held in September 2003 coincided with a public comment
period that extended more than 50 days.    The schedule for the Listening Sessions was as follows:

Session I : Rural Eastern Connecticut - Willimantic, CT - Eastern Connecticut State University from
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 9, 2003

Session II : Greater Hartford Area - Newington, CT - Newington Senior and Disabled Center  from
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. on Thursday, September 11, 2003 

Session III : New Haven Area - New Haven, CT - Harry A. Conte/West Hills Magnet School from
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. on Monday, September 15, 2003

Session IV : Housatonic /Central Naugatuck Valley Area  - Southbury, CT - Town Hall from 7:00
p.m. - 9:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 17, 2003

Session V : Southeastern Connecticut - Montville, CT - Uncas on Thames Campus (Southeastern
Mental Health Authority) from 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. on Thursday, September 18, 2003

Session VI : Bridgeport/Stamford Area - Norwalk, CT - City Hall, Community Room from 7:30 p.m.
- 9:30 p.m. on Monday, September 22, 2003

Session VII : Rural Western Connecticut - Torrington, CT - Sullivan Senior Center from 7:00 p.m. -
9:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 24, 2003

Presentation

During each Listening Session, Department staff, prior to opening the floor for public comment,
delivered a digital slide presentation which outlined...
the process for developing the 2004 LRP;  
the needs identified to-date; and 
the key factors and issues that influence transportation-related decisions and investments in
Connecticut.

Direct Mailings & Contact 

Interested parties were contacted and updated on the process via electronic mail, statements at
monthly/quarterly meetings of various organizations, and direct mailings, including an extensive
mailing of informational brochures.  Approximately 1,200 brochures were distributed.  The
brochures...
outlined the Listening Session schedule and anticipated publication dates of the draft and final
documents;
were printed in a format suitable for posting on community boards;



were posted at selected rail and bus stations;
were distributed to municipalities, public and academic libraries, and various regional, State and
federal personnel as well as other interested parties, including transit operators, tribal nations,
airport managers, bicycle enthusiasts, and motor transport representatives; and
were forwarded in a large print version to senior/disabled centers throughout the State.

Display Advertisements 

Announcements of the 2004 LRP process, Listening Session schedule, and contact information for
submitting comments were published in nine media publications with regional and state coverage,
including two publications with distributions to minority populations in Connecticut and
Massachusetts.

Press Releases & Media Coverage

Press releases were distributed throughout the public outreach process.  With each release,
approximately 150 newspaper, television, and radio organizations were contacted, including
organizations serving minority and low-income populations.  The releases announced the Listening
Sessions, listed event schedules, promoted attendance, and provided reminders of the deadline for
comments.  As a result, a number of media organizations covered the Listening Sessions, providing
both announcements for local sessions and coverage of the events.

Information Package

All attendees of the Listening Sessions were supplied with an information package that contained...
a brochure;
an outline of opportunities for public input;
a listing of other pertinent documents;
an input, ideas, and comment sheet; and 
a list of major planned and ongoing studies and projects, and copies of maps showing the locations of
the studies and projects

Internet 

Throughout the public outreach process, items pertinent to the development of the 2004 LRP were
posted on the internet as follows...
press releases, materials distributed during the Listening Sessions, and contact information were
posted on the Department’s website (http://www.ct.gov/dot); 
the presentation provided at the Listening Sessions was also posted on the Department’s website in
several formats, including a text only version, to ensure accessibility by persons using text readers;
and 
whenever possible, press releases were also posted on the State of Connecticut’s master website
and the various individual websites maintained by the regional planning organizations.



THE DRAFT PLAN

The draft 2004 LRP was available on the Department’s website to view and download beginning
May 20, 2004.  A press release was distributed announcing the completion of the draft plan; its
availability both online and in hard copy, upon request; and the date and location of the public
information meetings at which the public may comment on the document.  In addition, a notice of
availability was mailed (electronically, when addresses were available) to municipalities, public and
academic libraries, and various regional, State and federal agencies as well as other interested parties,
including individuals who provided their names and mailing addresses during the initial public input
period.  Also, a large print version of the notice of availability was mailed to senior/disabled centers
throughout the State.  Two public information meetings were held on June 8, 2004, at the
Connecticut Department of Transportation in Conference Rooms A & B, one in the afternoon from
12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. and one in the evening from 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  The 30-day comment
period for review of the draft 2004 LRP ended on June 18, 2004.

THE FINAL PLAN 

The final 2004 LRP is posted online at the Department’s website in an accessible format.  In addition,
a notice of availability was mailed to municipalities, public and academic libraries, and various
regional, State and federal personnel as well as other interested parties.  A press release was
distributed announcing the completion of the 2004 LRP and its availability, both online and in hard
copy, upon request.  Hard copies of the Plan are available for review at selected locations.  In July of
2004, the final 2004 LRP was submitted to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the
Federal Transit Administration (FTA).

INPUT & INFORMATION CONSIDERED

When developing a long-range transportation plan, the Department provides a reasonable
opportunity to comment on the proposed plan.  As noted previously, considerable effort was made
by the Department to expand the public’s opportunity to comment on the 2004 LRP as well as to
obtain public input early in the planning process.  The two comment periods, along with numerous
press releases and several forms of communication, provided a variety of methods for fulfilling the
Department’s public input requirements.

PUBLIC COMMENT

The Listening Sessions were attended by a total of approximately 150 people.  Prior to the
preparation of the draft plan, approximately 75 people submitted written comments.
Approximately 20 people provided comments on the draft plan. Comments received at the
Listening Sessions and during the two public comment periods were summarized, made available to
appropriate Department staff, and considered and included, where appropriate, when preparing the
2004 LRP.
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RELEVANT PUBLICATIONS & SOURCES OF INFORMATION

In addition to public comment, a number of other resources were reviewed and considered in
preparing this document. These include relevant laws and regulations, the State’s conservation and
development policies plan (Plan of C & D), regional long-range plans (LRPs) developed by
Connecticut’s Regional Planning Organizations (RPOs), recommendations of the Connecticut
Transportation Strategy Board (TSB), and various other documents.  

The policies, directions, and actions outlined in this plan will serve as a framework for updating
future transportation plans such as the 2005 Master Transportation Plan (MTP) and the Statewide
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).

Graphic and Associated Text:  Clipart.  A globe sits on a stack of books with Group 1 information
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second arrow points from the 2004 Long-Range Plan report to Group 2.  Group 2 is a smaller stack
of books with the Group 2 information listed on the bindings.

Group 1 -

Plan of C & D
Regional LRPs & TIPs
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2001 & 2003 MTP
TSB Report (January 2003)
Various Studies & Reports
Statutes & Public Acts

Group 2 -

Regional LRPs & TIPs
ConnDOT STIPs 
2005 MTP

Conservation and Development Policies Plan (Plan of C & D)

Connecticut’s Office of Policy and Management develops and updates the State’s conservation and
development policies plan.  In preparing the 2004 LRP, the Department reviewed both the
Conservation and Development Policies Plan for Connecticut 1998-2003 and the  Recommended
Conservation and Development Policies Plan for Connecticut 2004-2009.  The strategies and actions
outlined in the 2004 LRP are consistent with both documents.  The following six growth
management principles were identified in the  Recommended Conservation and Development
Policies Plan for Connecticut 2004-2009 and will be carefully considered as part of the Department’s
ongoing planning efforts:

redevelop and revitalize regional centers and areas with existing or currently planned physical
resources;



expand housing opportunities and design choices to accommodate a variety of household types and
needs;

concentrate development around transportation nodes and along major transportation corridors to
support the viability of transportation options;

conserve and restore the natural environment, cultural and historical resources, and traditional rural
lands;

protect and ensure the integrity of environmental assets critical to public health and safety; and

promote integrated planning across all levels of government to address issues on a statewide,
regional, and local basis.

Connecticut Transportation Strategy Board (TSB)

In June 2001, the Connecticut General Assembly passed Public Act 01-5.  This Act created the TSB
to develop a long-term transportation strategy for the State of Connecticut.   The TSB was also
mandated to identify actions to achieve the strategy during the next 10 years, estimate the amount
of funds necessary to implement the actions, and suggest sources of revenue for funding the actions.

In designing a strategy, the Board was directed to achieve certain results, including stimulating
sustainable economic growth and enhancing the quality of life of state residents; improving mobility
of people and goods; enhancing connectivity to the regional, national, and global economies; and
enhancing the safety and security of the transportation network. The Act also specified
organizational structures and procedures for providing for stakeholder input into the development of
the strategic plan.  

In so doing, the TSB identified an overarching objective; a vision for the State; a vision for
transportation in Connecticut; and five strategies for achieving the objective.  In December 2002, the
TSB submitted its strategic plan, entitled Transportation: A Strategic Investment, dated January 2003,
to the State Legislature for action.   In the 2003 Legislative Session, the General Assembly accepted
the five strategies formulated by the TSB, and identified projects that the TSB recommended for
implementation. The 2004 LRP is consistent with the TSB’s adopted strategies as well as the major
elements of each of Connecticut’s RPOs’ long-range plan.
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Overarching Objective

To strengthen and expand the State’s transportation system over the next 20 years to enhance
Connecticut’s prospects for sustainable economic growth and a premier quality of life in a manner
consistent with environmental standards; use evaluation techniques and metrics to support major
capital investments and operations in the system; and ensure the proper integration of land use
planning with transportation planning and investment decisions to support the intelligent
management of the State’s projected growth in population densities, commercial development,
automobile usage, and freight shipments.



Vision for the State 

Strong linkages to regional and global economies

Robust economy

Stimulating urban centers

Employment opportunities

Pristine shoreline and rural areas

Vision for Transportation

Reduced congestion on Connecticut’s highways, especially in the Coastal Corridor

Easier access to expanding attractions in the Southeast Corridor

Transit centers serving as magnets for business and housing

Fully developed deep water ports

A strengthened airport system, especially at Bradley International Airport

An enhanced transportation system that stimulates economic development

TSB Strategies

Economic - leverage existing transportation and other infrastructure assets, especially in urban
centers and focus appropriate resources on mitigating and managing road congestion throughout the
State with a focus in the near term on the Coastal Corridor

Movement of People - expand and market the quality and quantity of options to single occupancy
vehicle (SOV) trips; encourage employer participation in demand management programs (such as
ridesharing, reduced work week, telecommuting); enhance the customer’s transit experience;
improve transit travel times through better integration of all transportation options; increase the
capacity of roads and improve the operating efficiency of transit through continued focus on
information, safety and incident management tools; and expand targeted portions of certain roads 

Movement of Goods - expand and coordinate the State’s air, rail, road and water-based
infrastructure; improve the flow and safety of commercial truck traffic; and provide a broader range
of competitive options to commercial trucks  

Special Funding - implement a comprehensive and dedicated 10-year financing plan to raise monies
to fund capital investments needed to implement identified strategies 



Ongoing Funding - ensure adequate and reliable financing of the State’s ongoing capital and operating
transportation needs, including the amounts needed (i) for its public transportation system to
respond to evolving public needs and (ii) for greater flexibility within the State’s annual transportation
budget regarding the amount required to service outstanding debt



CCHHAAPPTTEERR  33::    IISSSSUUEESS,,  SSTTRRAATTEEGGIIEESS  &&
AACCTTIIOONNSS

UNDERLYING PRINCIPLES 

The ability of Connecticut’s transportation system to meet the current and future mobility needs of
residents, visitors and businesses affects the quality of life in the State and, hence, its desirability as a
place to live, work, conduct business and visit. Creating quality urban environments and offering
stable, livable neighborhoods will help attract people and development inward to built-up areas in
existing Connecticut communities where infrastructure is already in place.  This will provide the
greatest benefit for our environment and quality of life, and will also be the most cost-effective
approach for long-term maintenance of the transportation system.  The State’s economic vitality is
tied to the ability of its transportation system to meet the current and future state, regional and
national mobility needs.   This chapter identifies major transportation-related issues and challenges
facing the State, and outlines strategies and actions to address them.

OUR RESPONSIBILITIES...

The agency shall be responsible for all aspects of the planning, development, maintenance and
improvement of transportation in the state. (Sec. 13b-3 CGS)

OUR MISSION...

It is the mission of the Connecticut Department of Transportation to provide a safe, efficient, and
cost-effective transportation system that meets the mobility needs of its users.

OUR PRINCIPLES...

In order to achieve our mission, the Department will continue to strive toward realization of the
following principles:

Upgrade: To strive to identify, analyze, and continually improve the way we do our work so that we
may deliver better products and services, and improve our work environment.

Productivity: To operate the Department with maximum efficiency, so as to create additional
resources for investment in the transportation infrastructure.

Safety: To maintain the transportation system to ensure continued high levels of safety and mobility.

Efficiency: To maximize the utilization and efficient operation of existing transportation assets.



Determination: To focus our human and financial resources on priorities established through an
ongoing, analytical planning process that continually asks the question, "What should the Department
do next to fulfill the Mission?"

Mobility: To invest in projects that ensure safety, maintain the existing transportation infrastructure,
increase the productivity of the transportation system, promote economic development, and
provide necessary capacity enhancements.

Funds: To effectively use all available federal and state funds.

Environmental: To seek to protect and enhance the natural environment as we develop
transportation improvements.

Advisory: To engage stakeholders in a consultative process from the earliest stages of project
development.

OUR VALUES...

People: Respect for the diversity, talents and ideas of all Department team members.

Excellence: Continuously reexamining our assumptions and always looking for a better way.

Customer Service: Commitment to understanding and satisfying the needs of our customers through
a total quality effort.

Teamwork: Listening to each other, working with each other and relying on each other.

Integrity: Maximizing the effectiveness of the public resources entrusted to us.



EXISTING SYSTEM PRESERVATION

Preserving and improving the existing system is the most cost-effective method for providing a
functional transportation network and sustaining economically vibrant communities.  

Given that resources and funding for transportation projects and services will continue to be limited
in the foreseeable future, maintaining the existing transportation system in a state of good repair is
one of the Department’s highest priorities.

ISSUES 

Preserving the existing system is costly, requiring adequate and reliable allocations of resources and
funding for continual maintenance.  Maintenance of the existing system is necessary to ensure
efficient movement of people and freight as well as the safety of the travelling public.

STRATEGY

Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation system...

ACTIONS

Support transportation system preservation improvement projects in areas where the infrastructure
is already in place 

Support efforts that focus on maintenance and improvement of the existing transportation
infrastructure

Provide for routine maintenance and upgrading of rail safety hardware, service elements and
operational features, including the following: tracks, bridges and structures, power systems and
substations, signal systems, rolling stock, maintenance of equipment facilities, rail stations and
platforms, and rail station parking

Provide for routine maintenance and upgrading of bus safety hardware, bus service elements, and
operational features, including the rolling stock and maintenance facilities

Provide for routine maintenance and upgrading of highway safety hardware, highway elements, and
operational features, including the following: guiderail, signs, pavement markings, utility poles, impact
attenuators, highway/rail crossing warning devices, and bridges and structures

Provide for routine maintenance of the State piers, the Connecticut River ferry vessels and facilities,
and state-owned surface transportation elements that support air transportation facilities



Work with appropriate federal, State, regional and local agencies, commissions and other interested
parties to address issues and resolve problems associated with maintaining or improving water, rail
and highway access to Connecticut’s deep water ports 

Identify, investigate, set priorities and correct hazardous or potentially hazardous situations to avoid
magnification of repair costs and correct associated safety issues

Conduct evaluations at selected locations before and after modifications to determine an
improvement’s or product’s value for future applications

Continue efforts to secure federal and state funding for maintenance of equipment and services 

Encourage the federal government to increase funding available to projects that maintain adequate,
safe and appropriate harbor and channel depths for goods movement

Carry forward the recommendations of the newly created Maritime Commission, to the extent
possible, as they relate to the three deep water ports of Bridgeport, New Haven and New London
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The Department also owns urban fixed-route bus systems operating in the Hartford, New Haven,
Stamford, Waterbury, New Britain, Bristol, Meriden and Wallingford urban areas.  These services
operate under the CTTransit brand name and are operated by private contractors.  Other private
contractors provide commuter express bus services into Hartford.  In addition, there are seventeen
transit districts that operate the remaining urban, rural, and ADA paratransit service in the state. 



SYSTEM MANAGEMENT & OPERATION

In response to resource limitations, scattered development and the subsequent increased movement
of people and goods, the State will develop and pursue innovative solutions to its transportation
management and operational needs.  

Interagency communications, information sharing, real-time technology, and greater coordination of
transportation system planning and land use planning are key components of the State’s approach to
maintaining and improving the performance of the State’s transportation system. Timely, efficient
and coordinated responses by appropriate local, state and federal agencies to accidents on or
affecting the State’s transportation system are critical to maintaining safety and minimizing travel
delays. It is also essential to effectively and efficiently plan, manage and implement transportation
maintenance and improvement projects to minimize additional travel delays and future costs to the
State for maintenance of the transportation facilities. Encouraging consistency of local and regional
plans with state land use and transportation system plans, and encouraging interagency coordination
at and among local, state and federal levels are critical to maximizing the State’s resources to
maintain a safe, productive transportation system.  The Department will continue to establish
partnerships among agencies, and use new and improved technology to facilitate future efforts to
improve performance and address deficiencies in the system.  The provision of real-time traveler
information to the public and the media will be promoted in order to support a competitive business
environment in the State and the region.

ISSUES 

Preservation of the existing infrastructure is a key component in managing and operating a
transportation system and, although it requires the greatest amount of resources, it is only one facet
of system management and operation.  The Department, with its metropolitan planning organization
(MPO) partners, is responsible for all aspects of the planning, development, maintenance and
improvement of the state’s transportation network for ensuring efficient and safe movement of
people and goods.  To fulfill its responsibilities, the Department  will continue to constantly prioritize
and maximize the use of available funding and resources through innovative and coordinated efforts.

STRATEGY

Promote efficient system management and operation...

ACTIONS

Continue to support programs that use advanced technology and coordinated efforts to maximize
the efficiency of the existing system and improve intermodal connections, with particular attention to
highly congested corridors

Implement, to the extent possible, the recommendations of the Task Force on Incident
Management



Promote appropriate coordinated use, maintenance, and improvement of Connecticut’s airports, rail
and port facilities as a means of efficiently moving passengers and freight into, through, and out of the
State

Implement, to the extent possible, the recommendations outlined in the Department’s I-95 Branford
to Rhode Island and I-84 Waterbury to Danbury studies

Implement, to the extent possible, the recommendations outlined in the Department’s Rail Station
Governance Study

Continue to develop and utilize the Safety Management System  to ensure that all opportunities to
improve safety are identified, considered, implemented where appropriate, and evaluated

Continue to develop and utilize the Traffic Monitoring System  to expedite the collection, processing
and dissemination of traffic data

Continue to develop and utilize the Congestion Management System to provide information on
transportation system performance to decision makers for selecting and implementing cost-effective
strategies to manage traffic congestion and enhance mobility at new and existing facilities to 

Continue to develop, investigate options for, and implement Intelligent Transportation Systems, and
encourage ridesharing and telecommuting to improve public safety and manage traffic congestion 

Continue to develop, evaluate and use new materials, methods, procedures and equipment that can
reduce the frequency of transportation system maintenance activities or the amount of time
required to complete transportation system maintenance and improvement projects 

Continue to encourage regional coordination of demand-responsive transportation services to
supplement regularly-scheduled public transit options, and support the purchase of vehicles specially
equipped to accommodate persons using wheel chairs

Continue to employ and promote the use of context-sensitive solutions, including early project
coordination and well-planned construction management, for all transportation projects in order to
meet the needs of the State, its regional interests, and local communities during planning, design and
construction

Provide technical support to transportation providers, local and regional governments

Support the strategies and tactics adopted by the Bradley Board of Directors and TSB
recommendations for Tweed-New Haven Airport

Promote innovative solutions to the State’s transportation needs and continue efforts to secure
adequate funding and resources for ensuring the proper and safe management of the system and its
operation  

Evaluate alternative mechanisms for funding system management and improvement projects through
analysis of project performance and cost



Graphic and Associated Text:  Chart of Percent Capacity of All State Highways & Routes. With the
current funding and resources available, the portions of Connecticut's National Highway System
(NHS) and non-NHS routes which are over capacity due to congestion will continue to grow.

Graphic and Associated Text:  Map of the Intelligent Transportation System. The Department’s
Intelligent Transportation System  is an integral tool for managing the system - it aids in reducing
traffic congestion,  promoting improved mobility, informing the public, and ensuring safety of
motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists, as well as roadway construction workers.

Graphic and Associated Text:  Photograph of the Department's service patrol vehicle. As part of
this system, the Department operates an employee-based service patrol, known as the Connecticut
Highway Assistance Motorist Patrol (CHAMP).

Graphic and Associated Text:  Photographs of the Department's operations centers. Also, the
Department's Newington Operations Center is equipped with a wall-size screen where real-time
images of various traffic cameras, Doppler radar, and traffic accident listings can be viewed
simultaneously. The Department has recently added real-time information capabilities to its website
that include a list of active traffic incidents and video camera images from the Newington and
Bridgeport Operations Center systems.



ECONOMIC VITALITY

Economic vitality of any state, business or community is tightly linked to the quality of life that its
businesses and residents enjoy.

The  State of Connecticut’s economic vitality is tied to its ability to maintain, improve the efficiency
of, integrate and expand its transportation systems to meet current and future state, regional and
national mobility needs.

ISSUES

Since the transportation network is the avenue by which people and goods are moved, it is also the
foundation for the State’s economic base.  A  transportation system that results in travel delays
hinders just-in-time delivery methods, increases the costs of transporting goods and providing
services, and, hence, negatively impacts the ability of Connecticut’s businesses and freight
distributors to compete in regional and national economic markets for products and services. This
leads to emigration of Connecticut’s skilled workforce. For Connecticut’s communities to prosper, it
is essential that the transportation network be adequately maintained and strategically improved in a
fashion that is coordinated with land use and local and natural resources.

STRATEGY

Support the economic vitality of the United States, the States, and metropolitan areas, especially by
enabling global competitiveness, productivity, and efficiency...

ACTIONS

Continue to adequately maintain and improve the State’s transportation facilities and infrastructure
through proper planning, funding and coordination of efforts

Coordinate with the adjacent states to address regional transportation issues

Promote projects that focus on maintenance of the system, improving accessibility, connectivity and
mobility, including transit options, adequate commuter parking and coordinated public
transportation route scheduling

Implement, to the extent possible, the surface transportation-related recommendations of the
Bradley Board of Directors

Evaluate, and revise if appropriate, the State’s overall airport policy

Encourage projects that improve airport-land access immediately adjacent to all airports located in
Connecticut and continue to advocate for funding to support these airports according to approved
airport master plans



Support projects that improve seaport-land access and promote water-dependent land uses
immediately adjacent to ports in Connecticut

Consider and implement, if feasible and financially possible, the recommendations of the
Connecticut Maritime Commission as they relate to the three deep water ports of Bridgeport, New
Haven and New London  

Support efforts to implement a multi-state intermodal freight initiative 

Encourage public/private partnerships to maximize and leverage investments in transportation
services and facilities

Continue to encourage efforts to support the funding of investment in congestion management and
mobility solutions  

Support funding for programs and projects that address the need for accessible transportation to
major employment, medical and educational providers for all the system’s users

Continue to seek public input early in the transportation planning process, and employ context-
sensitive solutions to preserve the character of neighborhoods, urban, suburban and rural village
centers as well as natural and historic resources

Encourage innovative solutions to mobility issues that balance the needs of people and freight to
promote improved regional and state economic sustainability

Graphic and Associated Text:  Map of Major Cities and Facilities within 100 Mile Radius of
Hartford.  

Graphic and Associated Text:  Photograph of Bradley International Airport. The Department is
responsible for six state-owned airports: Bradley International Airport (BDL), Hartford-Brainard
Airport, Groton-New London Airport, Waterbury-Oxford Airport, Windham Airport, and
Danielson Airport.  BDL is the state's primary air carrier facility.  

The Department also distributes federal funding to four municipal airports.  Maintaining these
facilities is increasingly important to the overall economy of the State.  Specifically, the Department
recognizes Tweed-New Haven Airport’s ability to serve travel needs in Southern Connecticut and
to complement Bradley International Airport.  Connecticut’s airport system is a key component of
the transportation network and is vital to providing intermodal options to Connecticut's residents,
businesses and visitors.

Graphic and Associated Text:  Photograph of the State Port Complex in New London, CT. The
globally competitive intermodal rail and container ports of New York, New Jersey, and
Massachusetts are within 100 miles of the many airports in Connecticut as well as the deep water
ports of Bridgeport, New Haven and New London.  The State Port Complex, located immediately
south of I-95 in the upper portion of New London Harbor in New London, Connecticut, is operated
by the Department.  Two 1,000-foot long cargo piers are located approximately 3.8 miles up river
from the deep waters of Long Island Sound via the main navigational channel.  In addition, the State
Piers have both the advantage of a railroad connection that extends as far as Canada and easy access



to I-95, making the complex one of Connecticut’s many valuable assets for competing in regional and
global markets for freight.  

Graphic and Associated Text:  Photograph of the Chester-Hadlyme ferry. The Connecticut State
Ferry Service is used by both daily commuters and tourists, with predominant use on weekends by
tourists and residents for social and recreational trips.  The service is an attraction to visitors and
contributes to Connecticut’s tourism economy.



SAFETY & SECURITY

Safety for motorists and nonmotorists traveling on the State’s roadways and public transportation
system is the Department’s highest priority.

Prior to the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, the Department had several safety and security-
related plans in place.  Since the terrorist attacks, however, homeland security has become a high
priority at both the national and state levels.  In response, the Department has instituted a variety of
changes to address emergency management procedures and preparedness, and has developed
Emergency Response Plans that outline the Department’s Homeland Security Advisory System.  The
Plans were established in accordance with the five threat levels of risk established under the Federal
Homeland Security Advisory System.

ISSUES 

Responsibilities relating to safety and security range from system maintenance, hazard elimination
and emergency preparedness to ensuring accessibility, safety and comfort of facilities.  More
specifically, the Department is responsible for monitoring and addressing accident trends relating to
impaired driving, speeding or operating too fast for conditions, construction or work zones, lack of
automobile occupant protection, or other high-risk factors. Maintaining Connecticut’s transportation
infrastructure and facilities as a safe and secure transportation system is a high priority, however,
doing so is and will continue to be increasingly challenging given the limited amounts of state and
federal funding available.

STRATEGY 

Increase the safety and security of the transportation system for users of motorized and
nonmotorized modes...

ACTIONS 

Ensure that safety issues are evaluated regularly and that the necessary funding and resources are
available to address security issues identified within Connecticut’s transportation system, including
emergency preparedness and national defense 

Continue to update and evaluate the Department’s Emergency Response Plans

Continue to evaluate and update The State of Connecticut’s Highway Safety Strategic Plan; the
Department’s principal rail equipment safety document, the System Safety Program Plan (SSPP); and
the Department’s Annual Safety Report, Guiderail Program, and other safety-related data.

Continue to recognize maintenance of the existing system as a high priority and, in so doing, develop
and support various activities and programs for promoting safety through coordinated efforts, the
latest available technology, and optimal application of resources



Continue to develop and utilize the Safety Management System, Traffic Monitoring System,
Congestion Management System, and the Intelligent Transportation System created for the highway
system to improve public safety, manage traffic congestion and provide better public service 

Investigate options for a transit Intelligent Transportation System to further improve public safety,
manage traffic incidents and congestion to provide better public service and increase transit
marketshare

Encourage programs that reduce impaired driving and the number of crashes on Connecticut’s
roadways; support police traffic services; improve the State’s traffic records program; and increase
the use of automobile occupant protection devices

Continue to provide weight and safety vehicle inspection

Address, to the extent possible, the needs of motor carriers in their compliance with hours of driving
rules through improved public and private service areas

Identify, investigate, and set priorities for preventing and correcting hazardous or potentially
hazardous situations in a timely manner

Continue to identify and implement feasible options for increasing the safety of motorcyclists,
pedestrians, bicyclists, and other high-risk user groups, such as elderly and disabled persons, with the
goal that these practices will contribute to the overall improved safety of all system users, including
investigating options for transit vehicle and rail station design to promote safety and accessibility for
all passengers

Investigate options for commuter parking, rail parking and rail station design to promote secure
environments for passengers

Support the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) and Federal Aviation Administration-
recommended safety improvements at airports in Connecticut

Graphic and Associated Text:  Photograph of a State Police Officer performing a speed check and
a photograph of a work zone on a Connecticut highway. Connecticut was the fourth safest state in
the nation in terms of fatality rate per 100 million vehicle miles traveled during 2000.  There have
been substantial reductions both in fatal and non-fatal injury crashes since the 1970s and 1980s. 

Nevertheless, Connecticut was substantially higher than the national average in terms of percent of
alcohol/drug-related fatalities and was somewhat higher than the other New England States in 2001.
Alcohol remains a significant component of the overall statewide crash problem.

Fatal crashes and crashes that result in serious injuries have continued to decline throughout the
State as have accidents associated with construction devices.  However, the Department must
continue to focus on enforcement of traffic laws, safety in roadway construction/work zones and the
safety of pedestrians, bicyclists and motorcyclists.  Safety in highway construction or work zones is
especially important to both travelers passing through and personnel working in such zones.

Graphic and Associated Text:  Chart of Contributing Factors in Crashes (2001) - Driver Following
Too Close, Driver Failed to Grant Right-of-Way, Speed Too Fast for Conditions, and Driver Violated



Traffic Controls. to be a highway safety problem in Connecticut and, in addition to speeding,
following too closely, failure to yield and driver violation of traffic controls combine to make up 52.8
percent of Connecticut's crashes.  

There remain high-risk groups identified, through traffic crash history, to be over-represented in
crashes when compared to the general motoring population or to have potential to be particularly
vulnerable.  These special user groups include, but are not necessarily limited to, older drivers,
pedestrians, bicyclists, motorcyclists, aggressive drivers, drowsy drivers, commercial motor carriers,
and hazardous materials carriers.

Nationally, in 2001, 2 percent of fatalities and 1 percent of injuries were bicyclists, indicating that
Connecticut's experience of less than 1 percent of fatalities is lower than that of the U.S. as a whole,
while the 1.6 percent of injuries in Connecticut is somewhat higher than the national average.

Graphic and Associated Text:  Chart of Motorcycle Related Fatalities (2001). Fatality rates per
registered motorcycles in Connecticut are above the national average and a concern. 

Graphic and Associated Text:  Photograph of the interior of New Haven rail station. Providing
adequate and safe parking facilities is an essential element in attracting new intrastate travelers from
the highway network to the rail system from both a convenience and a personal security
perspective.  In addition, comfort and security of waiting areas are factors that can affect passengers'
use of facilities.



ACCESSIBILITY & MOBILITY

Accessibility and mobility within a transportation network are determined by a variety of factors,
including travel delays resulting from congestion, accidents, maintenance, and construction work as
well as the availability and/or convenience of public transportation options.   

Growth of suburban and rural towns has resulted in changing household and work-related travel
patterns.  These changes are making it increasingly difficult to provide public transportation options
that meet the needs and match the schedules of many of Connecticut’s residents and businesses.
There remains a growing need for transportation options designed for special user groups, such as
pedestrians, bicyclists and the elderly and disabled, as both passengers and drivers.  Also, efficient
movement of freight through the State requires multi-

modal routes dependent on adequate airport-land and seaport-land access.  Regardless of
improvements and expansions in public and on-demand transportation services, the highway system
is and will likely remain the largest and most used component of Connecticut’s transportation
system, therefore requiring a considerable portion of the available resources.  Improvements that
connect the highway system through a network of intermodal hubs can serve to provide improved
mobility between modes, increase accessibility for the movement of both people and goods, and
cost-effectively utilize the existing transportation system.  

ISSUES

A fully functional transportation network requires intermodal options that connect public
transportation services, highways, seaports, and airports for efficient movement of people and
freight into, through and within the State.  Providing such a network will continue to require the
identification and provision of innovative, alternative options that are easily accessible and attractive
to transit users, including those that are transit-dependent.  This will be increasingly difficult given the
limited availability of funding.

STRATEGY

Increase the accessibility and mobility options available to people and for freight...

ACTIONS

Encourage the use and development of new technology, equipment and practices for increasing
accessibility and mobility through easily implemented and cost-effective methods, especially for
construction and maintenance practices to reduce and minimize travel delays

Continue to participate in and promote the efforts of partnerships for coordinating services to
address the mobility needs of transit-dependent individuals, and elderly, disabled, and low-income
individuals 



Promote and provide, to the extent possible, improved fixed-route and demand-responsive public
transportation service and connections between rural areas and major urban/suburban centers 

Promote and provide, to the extent possible, expanded and improved freight and passenger rail
service, rail parking facilities and rail stations as well as increased frequencies of bus service and hours
of operation for both fixed-route and demand-responsive public transportation systems 

Support programs and projects that address special user needs for accessible inter-regional public
transportation to major employment, medical, and educational providers and improved functionality
of the transportation system (i.e. signage, traffic signal timing, audible alarms on buses)

Promote and participate in information sharing, partnerships, and coordinated efforts with all levels
of government, the business sector, interested parties, and transportation providers, with respect to
transportation planning

Provide technical support to decision-makers at the national, state, regional and local levels to
encourage coordinated, cost-efficient options for improving accessibility and mobility across and
between modes

Seek additional funding programs and make efforts to secure existing funding levels to support
accessibility and mobility improvement projects across transportation modes for people and freight

Continue to reevaluate and update the Connecticut Statewide Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation
Plan which supports enhancing the bicycling and walking environment throughout Connecticut in an
effort to meet the public’s demand for improved mobility 

Consider potential impacts of global warming on transportation infrastructure and services,
particularly along the coast, when designing, constructing and prioritizing investments in
transportation infrastructure

Implement, to the extent possible, the recommendations outlined in the Department’s New Haven
Line Fleet Configuration Analysis, Danbury Electrification Study and the New Haven - Hartford -
Springfield Commuter Rail Study

Continue to coordinate with appropriate local, regional, state and federal entities to maintain and
improve water and landside access to Connecticut’s airports and seaports

Graphic and Associated Text:  Map of Existing Bus Service.

Graphic and Associated Text:  Chart of Means of Transportation to Work (2000). During the past
decade, there was an increase in the number of "drive alone" commuters and in the number of
commuters who use mass transit, and a decrease in the number of carpoolers.  This trend has
contributed to the growth in traffic volume and has placed strains on the existing transportation
system. 

Graphic and Associated Text:  Chart of Comparison of State Population to Licensed Operators by
Age Group. A relatively large number of Connecticut's residents maintain operator licenses in their
senior years.  By 2020, 17 percent of the state's population will be 65 or older, and almost half of
these older persons will be 75 or older.  This trend is mirrored nationally where, in the next 25



years, the number of older drivers is anticipated to more than double.  Identifying and implementing
practical solutions to meet transportation needs for this segment of the population will become
increasingly important.



INTEGRATION & CONNECTIVITY

Connecticut’s residents, businesses, local and regional governments continue to identify integration
and connectivity issues within the State’s transportation system, requesting improved public
transportation connections, travel alternatives for single-occupancy vehicles, and minimized peak
time traffic congestion and delays.  

Smooth, dynamic transitions between modes, such as moving people from vehicle, bicycle or foot to
public transportation options, or goods from barge and aircraft onto rail and into trucks, is required
for Connecticut to compete for businesses, attract visitors, and retain residents.  Transit and
pedestrian-friendly communities can be effective enticements.  Providing well-timed and well-
located connections that build on the existing infrastructure through coordinated land use and
transportation planning efforts and efficient use of funds and resources is necessary to curtail
unorganized, sprawl development patterns that will only further strain Connecticut’s transportation
network.

ISSUES 

Connecticut’s transportation network, although expanded through the years, requires special
attention to maximize its efficiency for transporting people and goods.  “Fine-tuning” of intermodal
connections to create integration between modes is necessary to effectively address mobility and
accessibility issues facing the State.

STRATEGY

Enhance the integration and connectivity of the transportation system, across and between modes
throughout the State, for people and freight... 

ACTIONS

Support development that is consistent with commodity movement needs at and surrounding the
airports, seaports, and rail system within the State 

Provide technical assistance to and participate in partnerships with businesses, transportation
providers, local and regional governments on transportation planning 

Coordinate route planning for public transportation options both between modes and among
providers  

Support transit-oriented development and encourage developers to implement facility designs that
are accessible to public transportation

Support increased rail station parking, expanded shuttle services to/from rail stations, and extension
of rail commuter lines, where feasible, to provide wider accessibility to transit



Support greater use of waterways for passenger and freight transportation 

Promote state, regional and municipal planning efforts that support existing transportation
infrastructure and services

Support statewide programs that provide low-cost incentives to encourage people and businesses to
locate in areas accessible by existing public transportation services 

Improve intermodal connections at locations with high-density, mixed-use development

Graphic and Associated Text:  Photographs of an airplane in the air, freight train, and a barge with
freight on the nearby pier.

Graphic and Associated Text:  Map of 2030 Employment Density in Relation to the Major Transit
and Highway System.  

Graphic and Associated Text: Chart of showing the comparison of Place of Employment to Town
of Residence.   The percentage of Connecticut's work force commuting to employment sites outside
their towns of residence is increasing, affecting the amount of time it takes commuters to make trips,
their travel patterns during trips, and their choice of mode.  This trend is adding to the need for
integrating transportation systems through efficient and easily accessed connections and expanding
the geographical coverage of services



ENVIRONMENT, ENERGY CONSERVATION & QUALITY
OF LIFE

Urban growth and more dispersed travel patterns are leading to increased energy use, and
increasing demands on existing transportation systems. 

These trends have indicated that the movement of people and goods occur over a longer distance.
This means greater energy consumption and greater demands on the transportation infrastructure. 

ISSUES

Since transportation requires a massive amount of energy, and, except in the cases of bicycling and
walking, this energy is provided by one of the various types of transportation fuels, the movement of
people and goods can be costly in terms of both money and environmental well-being.
Development associated with the changing travel and growth patterns creates impervious surfaces
that can contribute to nonpoint source pollution and degradation of natural resources.
Furthermore, Connecticut’s greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from non-renewable fuel
consumption are contributing to the global climate change.   In 2004, Connecticut became the first
state to develop a comprehensive climate change action plan and immediately translate it into
legislative and administrative proposals for implementation.

STRATEGY

Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy conservation, and improve quality of life...

ACTIONS

Continue to evaluate and mitigate the affects of transportation projects on the natural environment
and quality of life, including air quality, noise, ecological resources, water resources, environmental
justice, and cultural and archaeological resources

Support programs that reduce negative impacts to the quality of our air, water, other natural
resources and overall quality of life by evaluating approaches to land use and development that link
land use planning objectives with transportation systems planning 

Support programs and efforts that focus on minimizing fuel consumption, black carbon emissions,
and single-occupancy vehicle trips as well as address the environmental and health costs associated
with non-renewable fuel emissions 

Continue to participate on the Governor’s Steering Committee on Climate Change and support the
Committee’s efforts to implement recommendations for reducing harmful greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions generated by the State’s transportation system



Consider and address in design plans, the needs of owners of alternative fuel vehicles when
constructing and renovating transportation facilities

Encourage transportation research and projects that explore innovative solutions to GHG emissions
using advanced technology, economically feasible options, and proven results for reducing emissions
both in the short and long-terms

Continue air quality conformity reporting for major transportation projects 

Encourage research and projects that explore innovative solutions for responding to changing land
and water patterns, including flooding and loss of coastline caused by increased frequency and
severity of meteorological events which may affect components of the transportation system
infrastructure

Encourage efforts that focus on risk and response assessment, including prediction tools, products
and strategies for potential maintenance, system planning, safety management and emergency
preparedness issues arising from global climate change

Encourage practices and policies that shorten delivery time and provide alternatives for goods
movement through environmentally-friendly methods that reduce fuel consumption, such as
coordinated intermodal transport

Continue to implement energy performance standards for State transportation facilities, promote
green building design on major capital projects, purchase environmentally preferable products, and
use electronic media

Continue to reevaluate and update the Connecticut Statewide Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation
Plan which supports enhancing the bicycling and walking environment throughout Connecticut in an
effort to meet the public’s demand for a better quality of life

Encourage transportation projects that support and preserve the community character, especially in
rural centers and historic areas, through the use of context-sensitive design practices and support of
federal Enhancement Program funding for streetscapes and recreation trails

Graphic and Associated Text:  Chart of Total Connecticut GHG emissions CO2 Equivalent and a
chart of Total CO2 Emissions from Fossil Fuel Combustion. GHG emissions declined by 5 percent
from 1990 through 1995 but increased by more than 15 percent from 1996 through 2000.  The
increase partly resulted from changes in fuel mix used in electric power generation, improvements in
the economy and increases in the population.  CO2  emissions from fossil fuel combustion result
from mobile sources, such as motor vehicles, and from stationary sources (i.e. power plants,
industrial facilities and home heating systems).  Approximately 40 percent of Connecticut’s annual
CO2 emissions are attributable to transportation.

Graphic and Associated Text:  Chart of Motor Fuel Usage in Connecticut with photographs of a
bicyclist and a fuel pump nozzle. Despite technological advances in fuel efficiency, which considerably
reduced the amount of fuel needed by vehicles, the overall trend continues to be an increase in the
volume of motor fuel sold. In response to growing traffic volumes on local as well as state-
maintained roads, some cyclists have sought auto-free routes for commuting as well as recreational
use.



Graphic and Associated Text:  Chart of Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) by County and a chart of
Comparison of Passenger Vehicle Registrations to Households. Daily VMT in Connecticut has been
growing steadily since 1970.  Future projections forecast continued slow growth in VMT as the
state’s economy continues to grow.  The average number of vehicles available per household has
been increasing and this trend is expected to continue.



SPECIFIC ACTIONS - MAJOR PROJECTS & STUDIES

The master transportation plan (MTP) identifies projects and programs that the State of Connecticut
will be pursuing during the next ten years. The master transportation plan (MTP) is revised and
published biennially and submitted to the Governor on or before January 31st of each odd-
numbered year pursuant to Section 13b-15 of the State's General Statutes. Accordingly, the
Department will continue to update its listing of proposed major projects and corridor studies
contained in the MTP as a means of addressing the seven factors described herein.  This regular
process of reevaluation is necessary to ensure that (1) the State's changing transportation needs are
addressed and (2) the State's limited resources are efficiently and appropriately allocated.

MAJOR PROJECTS

Following is a list, as of June 2004, of major projects underway or planned:

Bus Rapid Transit System from New Britain to Hartford

Stamford Urban Transitway

Joint Development Project - New Railroad Station in Fairfield - New Haven Line Track Program

Bus maintenance facilities for New Haven and Waterbury areas

New Haven Line catenary replacement, transportation crew facility, and fiber optic communication
network

342 Replacement Vehicles  - New Haven Line

Construction of new rail maintenance facilities in New Haven 

New Haven Line parking expansion at New Haven, Stratford, Bridgeport, Fairfield and Wilton
stations

CTTransit Radio Replacement

New Haven Line Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) improvements in Fairfield and Westport

Statewide Bus Replacements

Shore Line East rail station improvements in Branford, Guilford, Madison, Clinton and Westbrook

Replacement of 5 New Haven Line Substations

Installation of centralized traffic control on the New Haven Line-Danbury Branch

Various bridge replacement projects along New Haven Line

Bridgeport Intermodal Center



Norwich Transportation Center

Route 6 corridor improvements from Bolton to Windham

Route 7 bypass of Brookfield commercial district and widening in New Milford

I-84 lane addition from Waterbury to Southington

Route 72 realignment and widening from Plainville to Route 229 in Bristol

I-95 bridge rehabilitation and Corridor Improvement Program in Bridgeport

I-84 Operational and Safety Improvements in Farmington and West Hartford

Rehabilitation of the Putnam Bridge over the Connecticut River in Wethersfield and Glastonbury

Rehabilitation of the West River Bridge carrying I-95 over the West River in New Haven

Route 34 Stevenson Dam Bridge improvements in Monroe/Derby

I-95 New Haven Harbor Crossing Improvement Program, including replacement of the Pearl
Harbor Memorial Bridge (Q- Bridge), reconfiguration of the I-91/I-95/Route 34 interchange, and I-95
reconstruction and operational improvements

Replacement of the Moses Wheeler Bridge carrying I-95 over the Housatonic River and Naugatuck
Avenue in Milford and Stratford

Route 6 corridor improvements in Brooklyn

Route 11 corridor improvements from Salem to Waterford

Route 7 corridor improvements including completion of the Merritt Parkway interchange in
Norwalk,  widening of Route 7 from Grist Mill to Route 33, and widening of existing Route 7 from
Danbury to Ridgefield

Southeastern Connecticut ITS traffic management system

Graphic and Associated Text:  Map of Major Capital Projects. 

Graphic and Associated Text:  Map of Major Rail and Bus Capital Projects.

MAJOR CORRIDOR STUDIES

Following is a list, as of June 2004, of major corridor studies underway or planned:

Hartford-East Bus Rapid Transit Feasibility Study 



Downtown Hartford Bus Circulation Study

Griffin Corridor Reassessment

New Haven-Hartford-Springfield Commuter Rail Study

West Haven/Orange Federal Environmental Assessment for a new rail station

Danbury Electrification Feasibility Study 

Darien/South Norwalk Rail Parking Study

South Central Regional Transit Development Study

I-84/Route 8 interchange in Waterbury

I-84 Waterbury/ NY State Line Federal Environmental Impact Statement

I-95 Branford-Rhode Island Feasibility Study

I-95 Operational Improvement Study

The next MTP for the State of Connecticut will be published in January 2005.  As part of the process
of updating the Plan, the Department will identify projects and corridor studies that will be
undertaken during the upcoming ten years, as well as relevant projects in adjacent states.

Graphic and Associated Text:  Three State of Connecticut shapes overlapping - this is the graphic
used on the previous MTP cover.



EXTERNAL INFLUENCES

There are a number of key factors that can determine the issues and influence the selection of
strategies for addressing the issues.  These external influences can affect how much money is
available for transportation projects, what projects are pursued, the scope of projects and the timing
of project studies and implementation.  These influences generally fall into the following categories...

Federal Government

State Government

Transportation Providers

Transportation Users

Political Interests

New Information & Technology

Demographics

Weather

Unforeseen Events

Available Funding

Public Needs & Local Demands

Personal Choice

Of these factors, the federal government and state government are the most significant. The laws
passed by Congress and the Connecticut General Assembly dictate or influence what the
Department does. Thus, as shown in the diagram, most of the factors influence federal and state
laws and regulations  which, in turn, affect the actions of state agencies such as the Department. 

Laws passed by Congress dictate what kinds of projects states can spend federal money on and how
much money the Department is able to spend on various types of projects. 

In December of 2003, Congress passed legislation that provided funding for aviation.  Currently,
Congress is in the process of drafting a law to enable the federal government to continue to provide
surface transportation funding to the states.  The provisions of the new law may differ from the
current law, which expired on September 30, 2003.  The amounts of funding may change and the
requirements for obtaining the funding may change.   The final outcome will be the result of the
political process.    

State government, particularly the Connecticut General Assembly, also has significant influence on
the Department's transportation projects and programs.  In addition to getting money from the



federal government, the Department pays for transportation projects and services with revenue
from the State's Special Transportation Fund (STF).  Approximately 52 percent of the revenue
comes from state motor fuel taxes and more than 25 percent of the revenue comes from motor
vehicle receipts. Of Connecticut's STF funds, a significant percent is used to pay the debt on
transportation projects paid for with bonds. 

This LRP was well-received in its draft form and was noted for providing a clear policy direction for
Connecticut’s transportation future.  Concerns were voiced, however, that there would not be
enough resources to meet maintenance and safety concerns, let alone system enhancement and
expansion.  The public also noted awareness of limitations in resources dedicated and available to
the Department for transit services.  After payment of debt service, the Department’s priority is to
maintain and preserve the existing transportation system in Connecticut.  

How, when, and the extent to which the State of Connecticut can implement strategies and actions
identified in this Plan will be determined by the laws and regulations passed by Congress and the
Connecticut General Assembly, and influenced by the other external factors as previously noted.

The effectiveness of the strategies and actions in meeting mobility needs will be affected by decisions
on land use, and determined by the choices people make with respect to where they live, work and
play, and how they travel to their destinations. 

The Department is and will continue to be committed to effectively and efficiently utilizing all
available resources to implement the recommended actions identified in this plan for the benefit of
all of Connecticut’s residents, businesses and visitors.

Graphic and Associated Text:  Clipart.  State of Connecticut shape containing shapes of road signs
and the words “Department of Transportation” and  “Connecticut”. All external influences: Federal
Government, State Government, Transportation Providers, Transportation Users, Political Interests,
New Information & Technology, Demographics, Weather, Unforeseen Events, Available Funding,
Public Needs & Local Demands, Personal Choice, circled around the State of Connecticut with
arrows pointing to the State.

Graphic and Associated Text:  Chart of Capital Program Source of Funds. Almost three-quarters
of the money for Connecticut's transportation capital projects comes from the  Federal government.

Graphic and Associated Text:  Photograph of Connecticut State Capital Building with four text
boxes in line and pointing from left to right (Group 1 through Group 4).

Group 1 - Unforeseen Events, New Information & Technology, Demographics
Group 2 - Public Needs & Wants, Political Interests, Transportation Users, Transportation Providers
Group 3 - U.S. Congress & State Legislature
Group 4 - Federal Agencies & State Agencies
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