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The Connecticut Department of Public Health (CT DPH) is providing an update on the ongoing
shortage of Bicillin L-A® (penicillin G benzathine injectable suspension). Pfizer recently released
an update on the shortage; they estimated that this shortage will continue into the fourth
guarter of 2026. Limited quantities continue to be shipped to wholesalers. Pfizer will continue
to support requests limited to patients confirmed with congenital syphilis or those at risk for
congenital syphilis, in alignment with CDC guidance by utilizing their Medical Request Process.

CT DPH continues to recommend the following actions:

e Assess your organizational supply, forecast your need, and reserve sufficient Bicillin® L-A
to prioritize pregnant persons with syphilis infection or exposure, and babies with
congenital syphilis (more below).

e Accurately stage syphilis infections and determine the congenital syphilis scenarios to
ensure appropriate dosing of antimicrobials. Prioritize aqueous crystalline penicillin G or
procaine penicillin G for neonates/infants with confirmed or highly probable congenital
syphilis or possible congenital syphilis. Please see CDC 2021 STI Treatment Guidelines
for more information. Prioritize twice daily administration of oral penicillin V as the
preferred prophylactic regimen for patients with acute rheumatic fever or rheumatic
heart disease to reduce the likelihood of recurrent Streptococcal infections and acute
rheumatic fever episodes. For more information, please see Clinical Guidance for Acute
Rheumatic Fever Group A Strep CDC

e Institute systems-level approaches to steward the use of injectable long-acting
benzathine penicillin G and encourage the use of alternative antimicrobials for other
infectious diseases.

Acceptable Alternative Treatment for non-pregnant adults in accordance with the 2021 CDC
STl Treatment Guidelines:

e Doxycycline 100 mg PO BID for 14 days is an acceptable alternative for those with
primary, secondary, or early (early latent) syphilis (<1 year)

e Doxycycline 100 mg PO BID for 28 days is an acceptable alternative for those with late
syphilis (>1 year; late latent syphilis or latent syphilis of unknown duration)

e Evaluate organizational capacity to procure and dispense Lentocilin© and Extencilline,
two alternative formulations that were approved by FDA for temporary importation due
to prior shortages.

e Itis important to note that injectable penicillin products other than the ones
described are not equivalent to Bicillin L-A® and should not be substituted.
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https://www.fda.gov/media/190713/download
https://www.pfizerhospitalus.com/bicillinla-medical-request-form
https://www.google.com/search?q=CDC+2021+STI+Treatment++Guidelines&sca_esv=418c586d894e4ddc&ei=5Jyhae70AragiLMPtKPb6Qk&biw=1364&bih=611&ved=0ahUKEwju9tqh5PmSAxU2EGIAHbTRNp0Q4dUDCBE&uact=5&oq=CDC+2021+STI+Treatment++Guidelines&gs_lp=&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=Clinical+Guidance+for+Acute+Rheumatic+Fever+Group+A+Strep+CDC&sca_esv=418c586d894e4ddc&source=hp&ei=Y5uhac3XKLiy5NoPx_WUoAY&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAaaGpc0Dn1neWheS4RgraDn-c-9W4tAYY&ved=0ahUKEwiNlbbq4vmSAxU4GVkFHcc6BWQQ4dUDCBY&uact=5&oq=Clinical+Guidance+for+Acute+Rheumatic+Fever+Group+A+Strep+CDC&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6Ij1DbGluaWNhbCBHdWlkYW5jZSBmb3IgQWN1dGUgUmhldW1hdGljIEZldmVyIEdyb3VwIEEgU3RyZXAgQ0RDSLeZFlAAWK6--5IHCTQ3LjM1LjQtMaAH1asEsgcJMzYuMzUuNC0xuAeNO8IHCDIyLjUwLjExyAeSAYAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.google.com/search?q=Clinical+Guidance+for+Acute+Rheumatic+Fever+Group+A+Strep+CDC&sca_esv=418c586d894e4ddc&source=hp&ei=Y5uhac3XKLiy5NoPx_WUoAY&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAaaGpc0Dn1neWheS4RgraDn-c-9W4tAYY&ved=0ahUKEwiNlbbq4vmSAxU4GVkFHcc6BWQQ4dUDCBY&uact=5&oq=Clinical+Guidance+for+Acute+Rheumatic+Fever+Group+A+Strep+CDC&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6Ij1DbGluaWNhbCBHdWlkYW5jZSBmb3IgQWN1dGUgUmhldW1hdGljIEZldmVyIEdyb3VwIEEgU3RyZXAgQ0RDSLeZFlAAWK6--5IHCTQ3LjM1LjQtMaAH1asEsgcJMzYuMzUuNC0xuAeNO8IHCDIyLjUwLjExyAeSAYAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/drugshortages/dsp_ActiveIngredientDetails.cfm?AI=Penicillin%20G%20Benzathine%20Injection&st=c

For clinical questions related to the treatment of syphilis during this anticipated shortage,
clinicians should review the CDC 2021 STI Treatment Guidelines. Questions can be directed to
the CT DPH STD Control Program at (860) 509-7920, or the National Network of STD Clinical
Prevention Training Centers (NNPTC) STD Clinical Consultation network.
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