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STATE OF CONNECTI CUT
CONNECTI CUT SI TI NG COUNCI L

Docket No. 481
Application From Cell co Partnership d/b/a Verizon
Wreless for a Certificate of Environnental
Conpatibility and Public Need for the Construction,
Mai nt enance and Operation of a Tel ecommuni cati ons
Facility | ocated at 667, 665, 663, and 663R Main Street

in Ctommell, Connecti cut

Public Hearing held at the Crommel|l Town
Hal |, 41 West Street, Crommel |, Connecticut, Thursday,
April 19, 2018, beginning at 6:30 p.m

Hel d Bef or e:
RCBI N STEI' N, Chai r man
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CHAI RVAN STEIN: Good evening. |1'd like
to call to order the neaning of the Connecti cut
Siting Council today, Thursday, April 19, 2018, at
approxi mately 6: 30 p. m

My nane is Robin Stein, Chairnman of the
Siting Council. Oher nenbers of the Council
present are Senator Janmes Mirphy, our Vice
Chai rman; M. Hannon, our designee fromthe
Depart nent of Energy and Environnental Protection;
M. Edelson; Dr. Klenens; M. Silvestri; M.

Har der; and M. Lynch.

Menmbers of the staff present are Mel anie
Bachman, our Executive Director Staff Attorney;
and M chael Perrone, our citing anal yst.

This is a continuation of a public
heari ng which began at 3 p.m this afternoon.

Copi es of the hearing program and the Council"'s
citizen guide to Siting Council procedures are
avai l able for nenbers of the public. They're on
the table next to the door as is the sign-up
sheet .

This hearing is held pursuant to the
provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut General
Statutes and of the Uniform Adm ni strative

Procedure Act upon an application from Cellco
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Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wreless for a
certificate of environnental conpatibility and
public need for the construction, naintenance and
operation of a telecomunications facility | ocated
at 667, 665, 663 and 663R Main Street in Cromwell,
Connecti cut .

That application was received by the
Council on February 23 of 2018. This application
is al so governed by the Tel econmuni cati ons Act of
1996 which is adm ni stered by the Federal
Communi cati ons Comm ssion. The act prohibits this
Council fromconsidering the health effects of
radi o frequency em ssions on human health and
wildlife to the extent the em ssions fromtowers
are within the federal acceptable safe limts
st andards, which standard is also followed by the
State Departnent of Public Health.

The federal act also prohibits this
Council fromdiscrimnating between and anongst
providers of functionally equival ent services.
This neans that if one carrier already provides
service for an area other carriers have the right
to conpete and provide service in the sane area.

The applicant published notice of the

filing of the application to the Council in the
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Hartford Courant on February 21 and February 22,
2018. The Council's legal notice of the date/tine
of this hearing was published in the Hartford
Courant on March 21, 2018.

Upon this Council's request the
applicant erected a sign at the proposed site so
as to informthe public of the name of the
applicant, the type of facility, hearing date and
| ocati on and contact information for the Council.

Thi s afternoon nenbers of the Council
staff and public personally conducted a field
review of the proposed site in order to observe
firsthand the potential effects of the proposal.

Thi s hearing session toni ght has been
reserved for the public to nake short statenents
into the record. These public statenents are not
subj ect to questions fromthe applicant or the
Counci |, and nmenbers of the public nmaking
statenments may not ask questions of the applicant
or Council .

These statenments will becone part of the
record for Council consideration. As noted before
there is a sign-up sheet avail able for those who
W sh to parti ci pate.

As a rem nder to all, off-the-record
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comuni cation with a nenber of the Council or
menber of the Council staff upon the nerits of
this application is prohibited by | aw.

| wish to note for those who are here
and for the benefit of your friends and nei ghbors
who nay be unable to join us for the public
conmment session, that you or they nmay send witten
statenments to the Council within 30 days of the
date hereof and such witten statenents will be
gi ven the sane weight as if spoken at the hearing.

We ask each person naking a public
statenment in this proceeding to confine his or her
statenments to the subject matter before the
Council and to avoi d unreasonabl e repetition.

Pl ease be advised that the Council cannot answer
questions fromthe public about the proposal.

A verbatimtranscript will be nade of
this hearing and deposited at the Cromnel | and
Rocky Hi Il Town d erks' offices for the
conveni ence of the public.

Before calling on nenbers of the public
to make statenents |'d like to request that the
applicant nmake a very brief presentation to the
public describing where the facility is proposed

to be located, why it's necessary and what
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alternatives are investigated. And after that |
woul d ask the applicant and his teamto perhaps
sit in the back.

ROBERT BURNS: Good evening. M/ nane is
Bob Burns. |I'ma licensed civil engineer in the
State of Connecticut with All-Points Technol ogy
Cor p.

The proposal before us tonight is for a
proposed tel ecommunication facility | ocated on
four parcels off of Main Street in Ctomwell. The
proposed i nprovenments will begin at the rear of
the parcel that is at 663 Main Street.

At the rear of the parcel the bitum nous
concrete ends, and we will begin a gravel access
drive that will run along the inside of the
existing tree line on the property to the rear of
the site. We'IIl turn north at the rear of the
site and run to the back where the facility is.
The proposed utilities will come froma utility
pole that's | ocated on the side of the street at
663, and run parallel to the proposed access
drive.

The conpound itself will be a 50 by
50-foot fenced in area, 8-foot high chain-link

fence with a 12-foot wde gate. Qutside of the
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fence area there will be a proposed electric neter
board and a transforner.

In the conpound itself, in the center of
t he compound will be a 120-f oot nonopol e and the
conmpound itself is sized for four
t el ecommuni cation carriers.

The anchor tenant initially wll be --
Verizon Wreless will put 9 and half a foot by
16-f oot steel platformrelatively about 14 inches
off the ground with equi pnent cabi nets and a 30- kW
di esel generator which will have a belly tank,
which essentially is a tank underneath the
generator itself.

The tower itself wll be 120 feet wth
Veri zon being at the top, their RAD center, or the
center of their antennas will be at 120 and
there's roomfor three additional carriers
underneath at ten-foot increnents.

That's the proposal.

THE CHAIRVAN: | think it would be
hel pful if you would explain that you have changed
the |l ocation of the site fromthe origi nal one,
and why you did that?

ROBERT BURNS: Originally the proposal

was to put the tower in the rear of the site as
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far back as we could go mainly to stay out of the
property owner's operation, but at the request of
an adj acent property owner they asked us to shift
the tower a hundred feet to the east, which we've
done.

So the tower itself which was a | ot
closer to the property line is now a hundred feet
further to the east, which gets us out a little
further away fromthe property owner that
request ed.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

"1l now call, at the nonment the first
and only individual who has requested, Attorney
Al nsworth. And if you go to the podiunf? Just

spell your |last so we nake sure we have it

correct.

MR, Al NSWORTH. Sure. Good eveni ng,
menbers of the Council. M nane is Keith
Al nsworth. |'man environnental attorney who

practices at 51 Elm Street in New Haven.

Toni ght | have the privilege of
representing Lail Lavera who lives at 16 Sunset,
which is actually the house to the far west of the
property. |It's the house which was i nmedi ately

adj acent to the original location of the tower.
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Just a slight correction. The change in
| ocati on was actually at the request of
M. Lavera, but he didn't specify nove it a
hundred feet. He was actually suggesting nove it
as far east as possible.

Oiginally he was within 100 feet of
the, you know, within the fall distance of the
tower and he felt that what the owner had done was
maxi m ze the di stance fromhis own buil di ngs and
put it as close as possible to M. Lavera's house.
And also mnimze the inpact to the operations of
the host's site, but wthout real regard to the
per haps maxi mum i npact to the nei ghbor.

| think the |least that the Council could
do would be to explore the possibility of noving
it further to the east toward that main buil ding,
because that whole area in between is just -- it's
all just storage of concrete block or concrete
product. Shifting it one way or the other doesn't
seemlike it would be a great burden on the host
property, but m ght provide additional relief to
t he nei ghbor.

However, | don't nmean to sound |ike an
I ngrateful neighbor. M. Lavera does appreciate

the fact that there was sone change that was
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offered. And certainly at a m nimum that would
be, you know, he would like to take that off the
table to at | east gain the separation distance.

| think -- and if | had to express his
true thoughts, he would prefer not to see the
tower | ocated at this particular |ocation. The
nursery | ocation next door was, of course, idea
since it was heavily treed and a much | arger
parcel, but obviously that's probably not a
realistic request given the host, | think, there
was not anenable to a | ease.

But second best woul d be at | east
positioning it within the comerci al operations
where it's least inpactful to the nei ghbors and
probably nost respectful to them They're not the
ones bei ng conpensated, but they are the ones who
bear sonme of the inpact.

That's all | have. Oher than maybe a
request that at a mnimumthat the applicant be
required to maintain the tree buffer that's around
there. That buffer currently serves as a buffer
to the operations on site, but nowit takes on a
greater inportance with this facility.

And | have ny witten comments, nultiple

copi es for the conm ssion.
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THE CHAI RVAN.  Ckay. Thank you.
That's the only person who signed up.

I's there anybody el se who wants to speak?

(No response.)

THE CHAI RVAN. Ckay. Before closing the
evidentiary record of this nmatter the Connecti cut
Siting Council announces that briefs and proposed
findings of fact may be filed with the Council no
| ater than May 19, 2018. Subm ssion of briefs or
proposed findings of fact are not required by the
Council. Rather, we leave it to the choice of the
appl i cant.

Agai n, anyone w shes to make his or her
views known to the Council may file a witten
statenent with the Council within 30 days of
today's date. The Council wll issue draft
findings of fact and thereafter the applicant nay
identify areas or inconsistencies between the
Council's draft findings of fact in the record,
however no new i nformati on, no new evi dence, no
argunent or reply briefs w thout our perm ssion
w || be consi dered.

Copies of the transcript of this hearing
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will be filed at the CGtommel |l and Rocky H Il Town
Clerk's offices, and | hereby declare this hearing
adj our ned.

Thank you all for your participation and

drive hone safely.

(Wher eupon, the above proceedi ngs were

concluded at 6:43 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

| hereby certify that the foregoing 14
pages are a conpl ete and accurate conputer-aided
transcription of my original verbatimnotes taken
of the Public Hearing in Re: DOCKET NO 481,
APPLI CATI ON FROVI CELLCO PARTNERSHI P Y B/ A VERI ZON
W RELESS FOR A CERTI FI CATE OF ENVI RONVENTAL
COVPATI BI LI TY AND PUBLI C NEED FOR THE
CONSTRUCTI ON, MAI NTENANCE AND OPERATI ON OF A
TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS FACI LI TY LOCATED AT 667, 665,
663, AND 663R MAIN STREET | N CROMNELL,

CONNECTI CUT, whi ch was hel d before ROBI N STEIN,
Chai rman, Cromael |l Town Hall, 41 West Street,
Cromael |, Connecticut, April 19, 2018.

Robert G Di xon, CVR-M 857

Not ary Public

A Plus Reporting Service

55 Whiting Street, Suite 1A
Plainville, CT 06062

My Conmi ssion Expires: 6/30/2020
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