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STATE OF CONNECTI CUT
CONNECTI CUT SI TI NG COUNCI L

Docket No. 476
Eco-Site, Inc. and T-Mbile Northeast, LLC
application for a Certificate of Environnmental
Conpatibility and Public Need for the
construction, mai ntenance, and operation of a
tel ecommuni cations facility | ocated at 248 Hal

H Il Road, Sonmers, Connecti cut

Publ i ¢ Conment Session held at the Soners
Town Hall, 600 Main Street, Soners, Connecti cut,
on Thursday, Novenber 16, 2017, begi nning at 6:30

p. M

Hel d Bef or e:
ROBERT STEI N, Chai r nan
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THE CHAI RMAN.  Good evening, | adies and
gentlenmen. 1'd like to call to order this hearing
of the Connecticut Siting Council today, Thursday,
November 16, 2017, at approxinmately 6:30 ppm M
nane i s Robin Stein. [|'m Chairman of the
Connecticut Siting Council.

O her nmenbers of the Council present
are Senator Murphy, our Vice Chairman; M. Hannon,
our designee fromthe Departnent of Energy and
Envi ronnental Protection; M. Levesque, designee
fromthe Public UWilities Regulatory Authority;
M. Silvestri; Dr. Kl enens; and M. Harder.

Menmbers of the staff present are Staff
Attorney Executive Director Ml ani e Bachnan; and
M chael Perrone, our siting anal yst.

This is a continuation of a public
neeting that began at 3 p.m this afternoon.

Copi es of the hearing program and the Council's
Ctizens Guide to Siting Council Procedures are
avai l able for nenbers of the public in the back.
This hearing is held pursuant to the provisions of
Title 16 of the Connecticut General Statutes and
of the Uniform Admi ni strative Procedure Act upon
an application fromEco-Site, Inc. and T-Mbile

Nort heast, LLC for a Certificate of Environnental
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Conpatibility and Public Need for the
constructi on, naintenance, and operation of a
t el ecommuni cations facility | ocated at 248 Hal
H 1l Road in Sonmers, Connecticut. This
application was received by the Council on July
20, 2017.

This application is al so governed by
t he Tel econmuni cati ons Act of 1996, which is
adm ni stered by the Federal Communi cations
Commi ssion. This Act prohibits this Council from
considering the health effects of radio frequency
em ssi ons on human health and wildlife to the
extent the em ssions fromtowers are wthin the
federal acceptable safe Ilimts standard, which
standard is also followed by the State Depart nent
of Public Health.

The federal Act also prohibits this
Council fromdiscrimnating between and anongst
providers of functionally equival ent services.
This nmeans that if one carrier already provides
service for an area, other carriers have the right
to conpete and provide service in the sane area.

The applicant published notice of the
filing of the application to the Council in the

Journal Inquirer on July 11th and July 12th of
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this year 2017. The Council's legal notice of the
date and tine of this hearing was published in the
Journal I nquirer on Septenber 9, 2017. Upon this
Council's request, the applicants erected a sign
at the proposed site so as to informthe public of
the nane of the applicants, the type of facility,
the hearing date, |ocation and contact information
for the Council.

Thi s afternoon nenbers of the Council,
staff and public personally conducted a field
revi ew of the proposed site in order to observe
firsthand the potential effects of the proposal.

Thi s hearing session has been reserved
for the public to nmake short statenents into the
record. These public statenments are not subject
to questions fromthe parties or the Council, and
menbers of the public nmaking statenents may not
ask questions of the parties or Council. These
statements wll becone part of the record for
Council consideration. A sign-up sheet is
avai l able in the back near the door for those who
W sh to participate.

As a rem nder to all, off-the-record
comuni cation wth a nmenber of the Council, or a

menmber of the Council staff, upon the nerits of
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this application is prohibited by | aw

| also wwsh to note for those who are
here, and for the benefit of your friends and
nei ghbors who are unable to join us for this
public coment session, that you or they nmay send
witten statenents to the Council within 30 days
of the date hereof; and such witten statenents
w il be given the sane weight as if spoken tonight
at the hearing.

We ask each person neking a public
statenent in this proceeding to confine his or her
statenments to the subject matter before the
Council and to avoi d unreasonabl e repetition so
that we may hear all of your concerns and the
concerns of your neighbors. Please be advised
again that the Council cannot answer questions
fromthe public about the proposal.

A verbatimtranscript will be made of
this hearing and deposited at the Soners Town
Clerk's Ofice for the conveni ence of the public.

Before calling on the public to nake
statenents, | request that the applicant make a
short presentation describing the facility, where
it's located, why it's necessary.

M. DeSanti s.

97




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

MR. DESANTI S: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Good evening. M/ nane is AJ DeSantis
with Infinigy Engineering. W have been retained
as the engineer of record for the design of the
pr oposed communi cations facility | ocated on Hal
H Il Road. The applicant here, Eco-Site, in
partnership with T-Mbile as the anchor tenant,
proposes to construct a personal wreless
comruni cations facility | ocated on the parcel at
248 Hall Hill Road.

The drawi ngs that | have here are part
of the record. They are a few pages that dictate,
or that depict the proposed installation, and I'1]1
briefly go through those.

This sheet is the overall site plan,
sheet Z2. This is the overall parcel |ayout that
shows the proposed | ocation of the tower, as well
as neans to access the tower. Part of this
proposal includes a 12 foot w de gravel access
wthin a 20 foot w de easenent. Hugging the tree
line of the existing farm ng area and then back to
the site there will be a 100 by 100 square f oot
| ease area with a fenced conpound where the
W rel ess tel ecommuni cati ons equi pnent wll be

| ocat ed 1 nsi de.
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On the next sheet -- actually, before |
go there, the location of the actual tower in
regards to setbacks to the front to Hall H |l Road
is approximately 990 feet. To the north, the
setback to the tower center line is approximtely
390 feet. To the rear yard is 280 feet. And to
the south is 775 feet.

The next sheet, which is sheet Z3,
agai n, these colors were just chosen arbitrarily
just so they could stand out, obviously not
representative of what will be out there. The
orange depicts the 12 foot w de gravel access
road; the yellow being the [imts of the 100 by
100 | ease area; and inside the 100 by 100 | ease
area is the blue line which represents a 50 f oot
by 50 foot fenced conmpound. The fenced conpound
will be chain-link with one foot of barbed wire on
the top of it for security purposes with a double
sSwWw ng gate for access into the fenced area.

T- Mobi | e has proposed sone ground
equi pnrent that will serve their equi pnent on the
top of the tower, which we'll see in a nonent.
That ground equipnent is limted to their radio
equi pnment cabi nets and possi bly a backup gener at or

APU uni t.
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This next sheet is an el evation view of
t he proposed structure. The overall structure
hei ght, the nonopole itself, will be 180 feet tall
above ground level. There's a 5 foot |ightning
rod. In the event of a lightning strike, we want
to dissipate as nuch energy as we can, so there
will be a5 foot lightning rod at the top of that
pol e, and T-Mobile proposes to install their
ant enna equi pnent bubble at 176 feet above ground.
The other three elevations that are
shown there, as highlighted in yellow, are for
reserved space for future tenants, other w rel ess
providers, should they care to join on this tower.
That is the overall overview of the
site and the construction thereof. The rest of
t he drawi ngs, obviously, this is just an excerpt
of that, but the rest of the drawing pertains to
the details.

THE CHAI RVAN:.  Thank you.

Ckay. We'll now go to speakers on the
list. So | apologize in advance if | m spronounce
soneone's nane. And we'll request that each

person that goes up to speak, would you pl ease
spell your |ast nane for the stenographer?

The first person on the list is Linda
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Loui se LaCasse.

LI NDA LOUI SE LACASSE: Thank you, M.
Chai rman. And t hank you everybody on the
Committee. And thank you to our visitors. And
t hank you to ny friends and nei ghbors that are
here toni ght.

W started a petition, and it's titled
Stop the Proposed Cell Tower on Hall H ||l Road.
And about this petition, petition to protect
resi dential nei ghborhood, donestic and wildlife
animals. W hereby sign this petition to oppose
the application submtted by Eco-Site, Inc. and
T- Mobi |l e Northeast, LLC, Docket Nunmber 467. It is
an application for a Certificate of Environnental
Conpatibility and Public Need for the
construction, maintenance, and operation of a
t el ecommuni cations facility | ocated at the
resi denti al nei ghborhood at 248 Hall Hi ||l Road,
Sonmers, Connecti cut.

Wher eas, we object to the notion that
t he potential health risks caused by the
el ectronmagneti c frequencies, EMF, that radiate
fromcell towers are outwei ghed by the supposed
publ i c need.

Wher eas, a public desire does not equal
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a public need in a residential nei ghborhood.

The applicant admts that there are,
and | quote, "adverse environnental effects that
woul d result fromthe construction, operation, and
mai nt enance,” of the cell tower in a residenti al
nei ghbor hood.

Wher eas, we have the right to protect
ourselves, famlies, friends, and nei ghbors
agai nst the dangers of a cell tower coll apse and
to fight against having an installation of a cell
tower whi ch woul d adversely affect the character
and aesthetics of our nei ghborhood.

Wher eas, we have the right to defeat
the carrier's efforts to install a cell tower near
our respective hones.

Whereas, the cell tower could set a
precedent with future cell towers being installed
at a blistering pace, storm ng throughout our
resi denti al nei ghborhoods t hroughout Soners.

We t he undersi gned do not agree that
the public need for this facility outweighs the
adverse environnental effects that would result
fromthis project at the residential neighborhood
at 248 Hall H ||l Road, Soners, Connecti cut.

And at this date we have close to 40
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signatures, and we just started this a couple of
days ago.

| want you to all renenber Bonhoffer
said, "First they canme for the Jews and nobody
said anything. Then they cane for the Christians
and nobody said anything. Then they canme for
you. "

And that's when it starts to becone a
reality. Wien it affects you directly, all of a
sudden you pay attention. Tell you the truth,
| adi es and gentlenmen, it's not going to affect ne
at all because | live on 87 Main Street, Soners,
Connecticut. So Sonny's Place doesn't affect ne.
Cell towers don't affect nme. The only thing I get
is traffic back and forth, and it's good to have
that traffic come by ny hone. | |ove Soners, but
| don't want EM5. And | do believe that it
doesn't matter to the Federal Governnent because
they made a law in 1996 that EMS don't count. But
remenber margarine, that didn't count either.
That was better than butter. Nowit's not good
for us. So all things considered, | think you
shoul d consider the future generations.

Next door to the cell tower happens to

be a pregnant wonman, a two year old, an at-hone
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not her. \When she bought the property wth her
husband, they did not anticipate that a cell tower
was going to be in her backyard.

And | want to say thank you to Dr.
Kl enens because the only thing that m ght save us
Is the vernal pools that are located within this

farm So praise God for the frogs and the vernal

pool s.

Thank you very nuch, and God bl ess you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

The next speaker on the list is Daniel
Fitzgeral d.

DANI EL FI TZGERALD: H . Good eveni ng.
My nane is Dan Fitzgerald. | live directly north

of the tower on George Wod Road.

| don't have a team of |egal people or
anything. | just want to go on record as opposi ng
it. I'mnot sure of the health effects for ny
children. And | understand apparently it's in the
limts for what's proposed right now. |'mjust
not sure what's going to happen when ot her
carriers expand onto it.

And ny property is directly north of
it, which for sone reason was not on the street

views that were depicted in the draw ngs, and I
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think I know why, because ny house is directly
behind the cell tower. So when | stand up on ny

porch or ny kids swing set, it's right there.

So I just want to go on record as
opposing it. [|I'mnot sure what they'll do, but
that's all. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

Geor ge VanTasel

GCECRGE VANTASEL: CGeorge VanTasel, 15
Bl ue Ridge Drive, Soners.

| do live in the area that the cel
tower wll support. It's a well-known fact that
we do need better cell service over there. | have
read through a few of these docunents, and it
seens |i ke you have done your honmewor K.

| al so hear ny nei ghbors' concerns of
t he health hazards. But as of this point, | can
say there are a |l ot of people in that area that do
support this tower. And we would hope that the
other cell phone providers wll take advant age of
that tower so that every person living in that
area can have good cell service like they do on
190. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

Janes Faust.




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

JAMES FAUST: (Good evening. |'m Janes
Faust. | live at 32 Rye H Il Grcle, F-A-US-T,
for the record, in Somners.

The western end of Somers has been
not ori ously a dead signal area since the
I nnovation of cellular communications. W
basically have to step outside our hones to get a
good cell signal.

Moving forward, | definitely amin
favor of this proposal to build another cell tower
wthin our proximty. Now, let's face it, this is
the 21st Century. Cell conmunications are here to
stay. It's a matter of public safety, anongst
other things, and | think we should definitely
consider going forward with this for the benefit

of everyone that is underserved by cell service.

Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

Carl Sil ver man.

CARL SI LVERVAN. How do | sound?

| live at 23 Add Farm Road, so |I'm an
abutter. And there's a couple of things that I'm

concer ned about. The site is |located in a wooded
ar ea. And | believe to have fossil fuel sources

on the site and to have el ectrical equi pment and
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there's a short, is there a possibility of
catching a fire, or catching on fire in the woods
whi ch will knock out the whole area? So pl ease

| ook at sonething like that.

M ne are just questions, but I am
concerned about a fire hazard if they were to
| ocate at the site. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

| s there anybody el se who signed up?

SANDRA S| LVERMAN: ' m Sandr a
Silverman, his other half. | have a coupl e of
ot her concerns that have not been nentioned. |
don't know if there was a study on the effect of
the cell tower whereas our property values are
affected. |'m concerned that when we go to sel
our house, or when sonebody wants to buy a house,
t hey take into account that this is in our
nei ghborhood. And there are a | ot of people who
do not want themin their nei ghborhood for
di fferent reasons and woul dn't be interested.

The other thing that | think about is
that there are people with certain health issues,
peopl e who have sensitivities, such as people who
have chronic fatigue syndrone, or Mg, and they

have problens with towers in their nei ghborhoods.
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We don't know everybody who |ives here, or what
their problens are, but that could be sonething
t hat woul d af fect peopl e.
Those are ny two things. Thank you.
THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

| think that's all. |Is there anybody
el se?

GEORCE SULIKOABKI: Hello. M nane is
Dr. CGeorge Sulikowski. | live at 227 Hall Hill
Road.

THE CHAIRVAN: | woul d appreciate it in
your case if you'd spell your |ast nane.

GEORGE SULI KOABKI Sur e.
S-UL-1-K-OWS-K-|.

So | went outside today, and | | ooked
at this balloon that was |like way up in the air,
and then | just inagined a tower sitting over
there and how it's just going to dom nate the
nei ghborhood. It's going to definitely affect --
it's going to be so unsightly. [It's going to
definitely affect property values. This is a
m ddl e cl ass nei ghborhood. People want to raise
famlies here.

And the other thing, which basically

kind of frustrated ne, is that the governnment wl|
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not allow any kind of health concerns to enter
into the equati on.

Now, there have been studies done in
ot her countries, in France, in Germany, in |srael
about the ill effects of these towers. Now,
nobody tal ks about that, but these are real
concerns. And the biggest concern is that anybody
living wwthin a, let's see, 400 neter radius of
these towers is susceptible to an increased rate
of cancer, three tines, and even four tinmes higher
t han popul ations that |ive outside of that zone.

Now, here are sonme of the other
synptonms that peopl e have conpl ai ned about who
live wwthin the proximty of these towers.
Fatigue, irritability, headaches, nausea, | oss of
appetite, sleep disruption, depression,
concentration difficulties, nenory | oss, skin
probl ens, vision and hearing disruptions,
di zzi ness, cardi ovascul ar probl ens, damage to
cells and DNA, m scarriages, suppresses the inmmune
system

So these are ny concerns. And there
are people within the nei ghborhood, there's a
famly that's going to be right next to that tower

who just gave birth to a young infant, probably a
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year old at the nost, and they're going to have to
make sone decisions as to what they want to do
with their |ives.

Now, | live across the street, and |
have absolutely no problemat all with nmy carrier
and ny cell phone reception. So, | don't know,
but those are ny concerns. And |I'mjust
astoni shed that the Federal Governnent does not
allow rejection of cell phone towers based on
health issues. And I think that has to be | ooked
at. As a matter of fact, our own Senator Richard
Bl unenthal, | think himand the senator from
California were tasked wth | ooking into these
tower things, and he's basically done nothing
about what he was supposed to be doing.

So | don't knowif -- but | guess if
there's any way that this thing can be rejected,
It's because it's going to be so unsightly to the
nei ghborhood. That's all | have to offer. Thank
you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

I s there anybody el se?

KI M LYNCH: H, |I'mKi mLynch. I live
at 267 Hall H Il Road. This norning | got up,

| ooked out ny wi ndow, and | saw this beautiful red
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bal | oon showi ng where the tower is going to show.

| grew up in Soners and | noved away
from Soners. And ny husband and | got narried and
we decided to nove back to Soners because we
wanted to bring our kids up in a beautiful town
w th beautiful woods. W chose Hall H || Road
because it had a beautiful field across fromit.
We had beautiful houses next to it. And we are
bri nging up two of our boys in the nei ghborhood.

It's inportant to us that our property
val ue doesn't go down. You know, we put a | ot
into our hone. And |ooking out ny front w ndow at
a cell phone tower is not really what you want to
do on a daily basis, never m nd the problens that
possi bly coul d happen nedically if there is
I ssues, you know, bringing up two boys. One of
our nei ghbors behind us, she's pregnant. She's
got a young child. She's right next to it. Her
backyard is pretty much in that area.

It's not aesthetic. W noved to
Soners. We noved back to Soners because it is a
beauti ful town. W don't want a tower -- to | ook
out at a tower every day. You know, keep Somers
the beautiful town it is that people want to nove

i nto.
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THE CHAI RVAN.  Anybody? Yes.

SARAH REISSIG H . M nane is Sarah
Reissig, RE-1-S-SI1-G | amthe pregnant woman
t hat everyone keeps referring to. This is
literally going to be |ike a thousand feet from ny
back door. | have a 2 year old, and one on the
way, and | can't inagine themplaying in the
backyard and seeing this thing towering over us.

Anot her consideration is that you m ght
be driving people out of Soners if this goes up.
We are | eaving. People mght not want to buy
houses in that neighborhood. |I'mthe first to say
that we need a cell tower, but it shouldn't be in
the mddl e of a bunch of houses because a | ot of
people don't want it. And |I'm not going to use
t he whole health effects thing because you don't
know. Nobody knows yet. Nobody knows what's
going to happen 30 years fromnow. But you wll
be driving people out of Soners. | know one ot her
famly that mght nove if it goes up. So | just
t hi nk that should be taken into consideration as
wel | . Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

Anybody el se?

RICHARD DI PINTG M nane is Richard
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DPinto. | live at 222 Hall H Il Road. It's D1,
capital P, I-NT-O

Behind nme is the property. And I
personally don't think we need a cell phone tower
in the area because the reception at ny house is
good. The only spot that really goes out is about
three-tenths of a mle north of Hall H Il com ng
up Hall H Il Road, which is like a mllisecond.
It just goes out and conmes back in.

Health wise with towers. | have a past
hi story of working with RF signals. And | know

there's tinmes that everything was fine and there's

other tines it wasn't good at all. Health w se
it's always been a question all around it. But |
know el ectrical stormw se, |'ve seen sone pretty

bad damage due to RF signals and things expl oding,
and stuff like that, but that was all around the
radar area.

| really don't think we really need it
there. | think there's other areas over behind
Four Bridges Road that are nore secluded for that
type of tower.

And the other thing I have is there's a
lot of wildlife back there. 1Is there any type of

wildlife that's in there that's on an endangered
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species list or sonething that doesn't need to be
t ouched?

One of the other things |I've heard
around town is that the fire station area over
here, they're having a problemw th the
f oundati ons cracking and stuff. And you have a
tower over there now. \What's the circunstances
this site here on Hall HiIl, because there's a
wat er tabl e back there, is it going to be secure
enough that over the course of sone years we're
not going to have that thing tilting around, you
know?

And basically I just don't think we
need it there. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

Anyone el se?

(No response.)

I f not, the Council wll now close the
public --

LI NDA LQOUI SE LACASSE: May | say one
nmore thing, sir?

THE CHAIRVAN:  No, | think you' ve had
your chance, and you' ve got your petition for
people to sign.

LI NDA LOUI SE LACASSE: It won't take
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THE CHAI RMAN: No. Everybody gets a
chance. And if you have other coments, i ncluding
everybody here, you can certainly send themin
witing to us.

LI NDA LOQUI SE LACASSE: Ckay. Thank
you.

THE CHAI RMAN.  So we appreciate
everybody taking the tine.

Before closing this hearing, the
Connecticut Siting Council announces that briefs
and proposed findings of fact may be filed wth
the Council by any party no | ater than Decenber
18, 2017. The subm ssion of briefs or proposed
findings of fact are not required by the Council,
but we leave it to the choice of the parti es.

Agai n, anyone who desires to nake his
or her views known to the Council may file witten
statements with the Council wthin 30 days of the
dat e hereof.

The Council will issue draft findings
of fact, and thereafter the parties may identify
errors or inconsistencies between the Council's
draft findings of fact and the record. However,

no new i nformati on, no new argunent or evidence or
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reply briefs can be filed w thout our perm ssion.
Copi es of the transcript of this
hearing will be filed with the Soners Town Cerk's
O fice.
| hereby declare this hearing
adj ourned. Thank you all for your participation
and patience. And drive honme safely.
(Wher eupon, the above proceedi ngs

adj ourned at 7:03 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

| hereby certify that the foregoing 26 pages
are a conpl ete and accurate conputer-ai ded
transcription of nmy original stenotype notes taken
of the Public Comment Session in Re: DOCKET NO
476, ECO-SITE, INC. AND T- MOBI LE NORTHEAST, LLC
APPLI CATI ON FOR A CERTI FI CATE OF ENVI RONVENTAL
COVPATI BI LI TY AND PUBLI C NEED FOR THE
CONSTRUCTI ON, MAI NTENANCE, AND OPERATI ON OF A
TELECOWMUNI CATI ONS FACI LI TY LOCATED AT 248 HALL
H LL ROAD, SOMERS, CONNECTI CUT, which was held
bef ore ROBERT STEIN, Chairman, at the Soners Town
Hal |, 600 Main Street, Soners, Connecticut, on
Novenmber 16, 2017.

/ :

%&‘_* U aild

Lisa L. Warner, L.S. R, 061

Court Reporter
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