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THE CHAI RVAN:  Good afternoon, | adies
and gentlenen. |I'd like to call to order this
nmeeti ng of the Connecticut Siting Council today,
Thur sday, Novenber 16, 2017, at approxinately 3
p.m M nane is Robin Stein. |'m Chairman of the
Connecticut Siting Council.

O her nmenbers of the Council present
are Senator Janes Mirphy, our Vice Chairnman;

M. Hannon, our designee fromthe Departnent of
Energy and Environnental Protection; M. Levesque,
designee fromthe Public UWilities Regul atory

Aut hority; M. Silvestri; M. Lynch; M. Harder;
and Dr. Kl enens.

Menmbers of the staff present are our
Staff Attorney Ml ani e Bachman, who's al so
executive director; and M. Perrone, our siting
anal yst.

This hearing is held pursuant to the
provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut GCeneral
Statutes and of the Uniform Adm ni strative
Procedure Act upon an application fromEco-Site,
Inc. and T-Mobile Northeast, LLC for a Certificate
of Environmental Conpatibility and Public Need for
t he construction, maintenance, and operation of a

tel econmuni cations facility | ocated at 248 Hal
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Hi || Road, Soners, Connecticut. This application
was received by the Council on July 20, 2017.

As a rem nder to all, off-the-record
comruni cation with a nmenber of the Council, or a
menber of the Council's staff, upon the nerits of
this application is prohibited by | aw

The party to the proceeding is the
applicant, Eco-Site, Inc. and T-Mbil e Northeast
with Attorney Laub representing from Cuddy &
Feder.

We will proceed in accordance with the
prepar ed agenda, copies of which are avail abl e at
the table in the back. Also available here are
copies of the Council's Citizens Guide to Siting
Counci | Procedures.

At the end of this afternoon's
evidentiary session, we wll recess and resune
again at 6:30 for the public comment session. The
public comment session wll be reserved for the
public to nake brief oral statenents into the
record. | wish to note for those who are here,
and for the benefit of your friends and nei ghbors
who are unable to join us for the public comment
session, that you or they may send witten

statenments to the Council within 30 days of the
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date hereof, and such witten statenents will be

given the same weight as if spoken at the hearing.
A verbatimtranscript will be nmade of

this hearing and deposited with the Town Cerk's

Ofice in Soners for the conveni ence of the

public.

And we'l|l start. | believe we have a
menber fromthe fire service. | don't know if |
wi || pronounce it right.

DOUGLAS RACI COT: That's okay. M nane
i s Doug Raci cot.

THE CHAI RMAN:.  And if you coul d spel
your | ast nane for the --

DOUGLAS RACI COT: For the record,
RA-CI-COT. | amthe operations director of
t he Regi onal 911 Public Safety Answeri ng Poi nt
| ocated in Tolland. W are the PSAP for the Town
of Sonmers. W also dispatch fire and EMs for the
Town of Soners.

And we have requested, if the tower is
approved, through sone conmmuni cation with Attorney
Laub yesterday, if we have the ability to
co-locate at that facility upon construction so we
may nore adequately provide public safety radio

communi cations to the Town of Sonmers and the




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

surroundi ng towns we provide service to.

THE CHAI RMAN.  Thank you very nuch.

DOUGLAS RACI COT:  Thank you, sir.

THE CHAI RVAN:  The applicant has
submtted a notion for protective order, dated
Novenber 9, 2017, related to the disclosure of the
nonthly rent and financial terns contained wthin
the | ease agreenent.

The Chair will entertain a notion.

MR. LYNCH. So noved.

DR. KLEMENS: Second.

THE CHAI RVAN.  Mbtion and second.

All those in favor, signify by saying
aye.

THE COUNCI L: Aye.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Opposed? Abstention?

(No response.)

THE CHAI RVAN:  Mbdtion carri es.

| wish to call your attention to those
itens shown on the hearing program marked as Ronman
Nuneral I-D, Itens 1 through 66.

Does the applicant have any objection
to the itens that the Council has adm nistratively
noti ced?

MR. LAUB: No objection, M. Chairnman.
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THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

Accordi ngly, the Council hereby
adm ni stratively notices these existing docunents,
statenents and comments.

(Adm ni strative Notice Itens |-D-1
through I-D-66: Noted for the record.)

THE CHAI RMAN:  Now, Attorney Laub, wll
you present your panel for the purposes of taking
the oath? And if you want to introduce them
first?

MR LAUB: Certainly, M. Chairnman.

"Il introduce them and then ask that they stand
to be sworn.

To ny far left, and to your far right,
is M. Matthew Allen from Sarat oga Associ ates as
our visual consultant. To his imediate right is
M. Chris Bond from CBRE, who is from our
environnental reviewteamwho wll be able to
speak on the wetl and question out there. To ny
I medi ate left is M. Chuck Bruttonesso wth
Airosm th Devel opnent, who is the site acquisition
consulting firmfor this project. To ny inmedi ate
right is M. Steve Ruzzo with Eco-Site. M. Scott
Hef fernan is to his right, from Centerline

Conmmuni cati ons, who can speak to the radio
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frequency questions regarding this docket. And
then to his far right, and to your far left, is
M. AJ DeSantis, our project engineer.

| would ask at this tine that they

stand and be sworn.

MATTHEW W ALLEN

CHRI STOPHER S. B OND

CHUCK BRUTTOMESSQO

AJ De SANTI S II1,

SCOTT HEFFERNAN,

STEVE RUZZQ
call ed as witnesses, being first duly sworn
by Ms. Bachman, were exanm ned and testified
on their oaths as foll ows:

MS. BACHVAN:  Thank you.

THE CHAIRVAN: We will continue with
verification of the exhibits that you' ve
subm tt ed.

MR. LAUB: Certainly. Under agenda
Item11-B, exhibits for identification include
I1-B-1, the application for a Certificate of
Envi ronnental Conpatibility submtted by the
applicants, including the bulk file exhibits so
noted. ItemlIl-B-2 is the responses to Siting

Council interrogatories submtted as part of this




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

10

docket proceeding. 11-B-3 is an Eco-Site and
T-Mobile's sign posting affidavit and phot ographs,
dat ed Novenber 2nd. 11-B-4 is the w tnesses'
resunes and professional biographies which we
subm tted as part of our hearing information.
Finally, 11-B-5is a Late-Filed, but was a
clarification regardi ng the backup power that
T-Mobil e would deploy at the site, and that is
dat ed Novenber 15, 2017.

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

MR, LAUB: | would ask at this tine,
starting with M. Allen, did you prepare and/or
supervi se, and are you otherwse famliar wth the
materials so noted that | just descri bed?

THE WTNESS (Allen): | am

MR LAUB: M. Bond?

THE W TNESS (Bond): | am

MR. LAUB: Actually, could you just
make sure you turn on the m crophone?

THE WTNESS (Bond): | am

MR. LAUB: And M. Bruttonmesso?

THE W TNESS (Bruttonesso): | am

MR LAUB: M. Ruzzo?

THE W TNESS (Ruzzo): | am

MR LAUB: M. Heffernan?
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11

THE WTNESS (Heffernan): | am

MR, LAUB: M. DeSantis?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): | am

MR. LAUB: And do you have at this tine
any corrections or clarifications that you'd |ike

to note for the Council ?

THE WTNESS (Allen): | have no
changes.

THE W TNESS (Bond): | have no changes.

THE W TNESS (Bruttonesso): | have no
changes.

MR. LAUB: Actually, | do have one
change. On page 27 of the application it turns
out the tower foundation cost is not -- we |isted
it as zero, so it's 100,000. It was 1-0-0, conmmm,
0-0, so there was one zero that was m ssing.

M. Ruzzo, do you have any corrections
or clarifications at this tine?

THE W TNESS (Ruzzo): No, | don't.

MR, LAUB:. M. Heffernan?

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): No changes.

MR LAUB: M. DeSantis?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): Yes. The only
change that | would like to bring to the board's

attention would be in regards to the area of
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di sturbance, as it was questioned on the site
visit this afternoon. The question cane in as far
as what was the total area of disturbance and how
t hat was cal cul ated. The cal cul ati on was based on
the 12 foot gravel access, plus a 3 foot utility
trench. Miltiplying that out by the I ength of the
access drive and adding in the square footage of
the 100 by 100 | ease area, the approximte total
area of disturbance is 27,000 square feet, which
corresponds to about .62 acres.

MR. LAUB: And with those corrections,
I'd like to note, starting with M. Allen, do you
believe that the materials are true and accurate
to the best of your belief?

THE WTNESS (Allen): Yes, they are.

MR LAUB: M. Bond?

THE W TNESS (Bond): Yes, they are.

MR LAUB: M. Bruttonesso?

THE W TNESS (Bruttonesso): Yes, they
are.

MR LAUB: M. Ruzzo?

THE W TNESS (Ruzzo): Yes, they are.

MR. LAUB:. M. Heffernan?

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): Yes.

MR, LAUB: M. DeSantis?

12
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THE W TNESS (DeSantis): Yes.
MR. LAUB: And do you adopt them as

your sworn testinony today?

THE WTNESS (Allen): | do.
THE W TNESS (Bond): | do.
THE W TNESS (Bruttonesso): | do.

THE W TNESS (Ruzzo) | do.

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): | do

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): | do.

MR, LAUB: And with that, M. Chairman,
|'d ask that they be entered into the record as
full exhibits?

THE CHAI RMAN: | guess since you're the
only party, unless you have an objection, your
exhibits are adm tted.

(Applicants' Exhibits Il-B-1 through
I1-B-5: Received in evidence - described in
I ndex. )

THE CHAI RVAN. W' Il now begin wth
cross-exam nation by staff, M. Perrone.

MR. PERRONE: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON

MR LAUB: |I'd like to get started with
one possible technical correction. On page 18 of

the application there is discussion about the
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northern | ong-eared bat, NLEB. |In the center of

the page it has "NLEP." Did the applicants intend

"NLEB" ?

MR. LAUB: NLEB was i ntended.

MR. PERRONE: And one ot her possible
technical correction. 1In the sign affidavit it

depicts the evidentiary hearing begi nning at 3: 30.
s that correct?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): The sign does
depict 3:30 p.m

MR. PERRONE: And that was not correct,
It says 3:30 right now?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): It does,
correct.

MR. PERRONE: Did the applicants fly a
bal | oon t oday?

THE WTNESS (Allen): Yes, we did.

MR, PERRONE: What was the dianeter of
t he bal | oon?

THE WTNESS (Allen): The dianeter was
approxi mately 3 feet.

MR. PERRONE: And what was the string
|l ength, in other words, the height to the bottom
of the balloon?

THE WTNESS (Allen): The string length

14
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was 180 feet to the bottom of the ball oon.

MR. PERRONE: So the top of the balloon
woul d be about 1837

THE WTNESS (Allen): That is correct.

MR. PERRONE: Which, for visua
anal ysi s purposes, would you say that's
conservative?

THE W TNESS (Al len): Yes.

MR. PERRONE: What col or was the
bal | oon?

THE WTNESS (Al len): The ball oon was
red.

MR. PERRONE: Could you describe the
weat her conditions during the field review?

THE WTNESS (Allen): Sure. The
bal | oon was put up about 7 o'clock this norning, a
few m nutes before. The weather was overcast and
relatively calmfromabout 7 until 9 o'cl ock.
Bet ween 9 and approxi mately 10: 30, a weather front
cane through with rain and w nd, at which case the
bal | oon was bl own down quite a bit. About 10: 30
t he rain dissipated, and by 11 o' clock the w nds
cal mred and remai ned calmfor the rest of the
bal | oon fl oat.

MR. PERRONE: So during the Council's

15
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field review, did the balloon reach its ful
hei ght ?

THE W TNESS (Allen): During the
Council's field visit the ball oon was very cl ose
to full height, yes.

MR. PERRONE: And finally, if you could
provide the hours of the balloon flight, start and
end?

THE WTNESS (Allen): Yes. The balloon
was put up a few mnutes before 7 a.m this
norning, and will remain aloft until 4 p.m this
af t er noon.

MR. LYNCH  Wuld you speak up a little
| ouder? Your voice isn't carrying down here.

THE WTNESS (Allen): OCh, I'msorry.

Yes, the balloon was put up a little
bit before 7 a.m this norning, and it will remain
aloft until 4 p.m today.

MR. PERRONE: In the Council's
Interrogatories the applicant was asked about a
search ring, and the coordi nates were provided.

But just for the reader to explain generally, is
the center of the search ring approxi mately
| ocated at the Northern Correctional Institute?

THE W TNESS (Bruttonesso): Yes.
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MR. PERRONE: And given that the search
ring has a half-mle radius, is the proposed tower
actually | ocated outside of your search ring?

THE W TNESS (Bruttonesso): It's
slightly outside, yes, sir.

MR. PERRONE: In terns of tower
co-location, is it correct to say that on Novenber
15t h Toll and County Mutual Aid, the public safety
answering point for Soners, requested space on the
tower for energency services antennas?

VR. LAUB: M. Perrone, yes. An enail
was sent to ny attention requesting that. And I
did speak with the Tolland County Miutual A d
I mredi ately after receiving that, and then
conferenced with Eco-Site to confirmthat they
would be willing to work with Miutual Ad in order
to see if they could accommpdate them on the
t ower .

MR. PERRONE: The request in the letter
nmenti oned the antennas, cabling, and a shelter or
cabi net ?

MR. LAUB: Correct. There were sone
details provided, but it's going to be -- there's
going to have to be sone further discussions about

exact details and the ways that their equi pnent

17
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can be accommopdat ed.

MR. PERRONE: But it is under review by
t he applicants?

MR LAUB: Yes.

MR. PERRONE: And page 33 of the
application notes that the tower woul d have a gray
finish. Just to be nore precise, would that be a
gal vani zed steel finish?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): Yes, it would.

MR. PERRONE: Turning to the response
to Council Interrogatory 32, is it correct to say
that the in-building signal threshold for
commercial it's a stronger signal strength than
for residential?

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): That is
correct.

MR. PERRONE: And why is that?

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): Typically the
makeup of structures used for commercial purposes
have much nore attenuation for the radio signal to
transmt through say corrugated netal, concrete,
steel, things |like that, as opposed to a wood
structure which a typical residence would be.

MR. PERRONE: And | see in the response

to Nunber 33, the existing signal strength ranges

18
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from-91, which is basically the commercial |evel,
to -97. So is your target level -91 or better?

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): The overal
target to the edge of our footprint is -97, the
i ndoor residential coverage. However, we do try
to maxi m ze as nuch in-building comerci al
coverage as possible. A lot of what is in this
area, there are a |lot of residences that we are
trying to target with this site. So the -97 would
be the m ni mum desi gn threshol d.

MR. PERRONE: And in response to Nunber
34, it nentions average dropped call rates
exceeding 2 percent. |Is 2 percent or less a
target ?

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): 2 percent or
l ess is an industry standard and has been for a
long tinme for standard dropped call rates.
T-Mobile in this market really strives to be | ess
than 1 percent on the dropped call rate.

MR. PERRONE: Is it correct to say that
t he coverage plots and areas and di stances were
all based on 2100 negahertz?

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): That is
correct.

MR PERRONE: 1Is it fair to say that
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t hat woul d be conservati ve because you woul d get a
snal | er coverage area than 7007?

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): That is
correct.

MR. PERRONE: Wbuld the proposed
facility provide coverage to the Northern
Correctional Institute, or is that facility too
far to the north?

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): The Northern
Correctional facility is pretty much at the
boundary where existing coverage and potenti al
coverage fromthe site would end up matchi ng up
wth each other at pretty comon signal |evels.

So you may have an instance where you're getting a
handover point at the facility.

MR. PERRONE: And one | ast m nor detail
in the RF. There's a DeLorne, DDE-L-OR ME, nmap
in the application after the coverage plots, and
it was revised in the interrogatories. | didn't
see a | egend or header on the top. Does that
basically just depict the proposed site and the
exi sting adjacent sites?

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): Correct. The
DeLorne map that was provided was to show t he

existing on-air T-Mbile sites, as well as the

20
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center of the search ring. This is sonething
that's produced at the very begi nning of the
search process, and it's just a part of the
record.

MR, PERRONE: Al right. And I
understand that the tower, besides the panel
antennas, there's a m crowave di sh proposed.

Whul d that dish have this tower conmmunicate with
anot her adj acent tower?

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): That is
correct.

MR. PERRONE: |If you have the site
nunmber on the other tower, that wll be great.

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): As of right
now we don't. Typically that would be desi gned by
the transport group at a |later date.

MR. PERRONE: Ckay. Moving on to the
response to Council Interrogatory Number 60, it
notes that there's attached correspondence from
the State Historic Preservation Ofice. | did not
see the attachnent. Does the applicant have that
docunent in hand, or perhaps could it be read into
t he record?

MR. LAUB: [|'ll have to doubl e check,

M. Perrone. | thought that was i ncl uded.

21
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MR. PERRONE: Ckay.

MR, LAUB: If not, we'll have to nake a
suppl enental subm ssi on

MR. PERRONE: Ckay. And as far as
wildlife, is it correct to say that the proposed
project would not be |ocated within the shaded
area of DEEP's Natural D versity Data Base?

THE WTNESS (Bond): It would not be
| ocated within those shaded areas.

MR, PERRONE: Only if you have this
handy, do you know the di stance to the NDDB area
at its closest point?

THE WTNESS (Bond): | do not have that
exact measurenent.

MR. PERRONE: And in response to
Counci |l Interrogatory Nunber 51, the applicants
note that no inportant bird areas are | ocated in
Tol l and County. D d you | ook at bordering
Hartford County as well?

THE W TNESS (Bond): No, just Toll and
County.

MR. PERRONE: | understand there was a
wet |l and report letter, but if you could reference
the drawi ng Z2? Could you approxi nate t he cl osest

di stance fromthe limts of construction to the

22
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wet | ands?

THE WTNESS (Bond): | can't
approxi nate the exact distance, but if you
reference attachnment 6, it shows the map of the
del i neated area where the wetland is. And before
that map there's a statenment just saying that no
wetl ands will be inpacted by the construction.

MR. PERRONE: | understand that there
woul d not be any direct inpacts. Wuld it be
correct to say that the proposed E&S controls
woul d protect against indirect inpacts?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): That is
correct.

MR. PERRONE: And | understand that the
proposed project is |located in FEMA Zone X, an
area outside of the 100 and 500 year fl ood zones.
So just to be precise, is that the unshaded zone
X?

MR. LAUB: Wich drawi ng are you

| ooking at, M. Perrone?

MR. PERRONE: |'m just asking generally
in response to Council Interrogatory 59.
THE W TNESS (Bond): | actually have

the FEMA map in front of ne. And according to the

map, it's not located within the shaded area.

23
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MR. PERRONE: Ckay. G eat.

Regarding cut and fill, turning to the
response to Council Interrogatory Nunber 7, the
proj ected anmount of cut is 39 cubic yards, and the
amount of fill is 9 cubic yards. So would your 30
cubi c yards of net cut, would that be haul ed away
fromthe site?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): Yes, it woul d.

MR. PERRONE: And the fill, that would
cone fromthe site itself?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): That is
correct.

MR. PERRONE: In response to Counci
Interrogatory Nunmber 19, | understand that there's
prinme farm and soils on the subject property. But
I's the conmpound and/or the access drive | ocated
within the prime farm and soil s?

MR. LAUB: Yes, | believe they are,

M. Perrone.

MR. PERRONE: In their entirety?

MR, LAUB: |'m not sure about the
entirety, but I know that the conpound is. |I'm
not sure about all of the access drive. | did
take a |l ook at the USDA maps. | don't recall if

it was all there, If the entire access drive was

24
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in prime farm and soi l

MR. PERRONE: Ckay. So if you could
estimate the di sturbance? Wuld it be just the
size of the conmpound itself, or the whol e | ease
area?

MR. LAUB: Yes, that was the area. The
.37 of an acre is what we were estinmati ng what was
fromthe USDA nmappi ng.

MR. PERRONE: Because if you had 100 by
100, or 10,000 square feet, would that be a little
| ess than a quarter of an acre, .23?

MR. LAUB: | believe that cal cul ation
IS correct, yes.

MR. PERRONE: Ckay. And | understand
t he di sturbance nunbers were revised. So would
that include tree clearing area?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): Yes, the
figure that | gave previously of 27,000 square
feet would include the area of trees to
be renoved.

MR. PERRONE: And would the tree stunps
be renoved within your tree clearing area?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): Yes, they
woul d.

MR. PERRONE: And with the wooded areas
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around the proposed conpound, is it correct to say
that no | andscaping is proposed at this tine?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): That is
correct.

MR. PERRONE: And | understand there
was sone di scussion on the noise topic. Just to
be precise, would the proposed project conply with
t he DEEP noi se control standards at the property
boundari es?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): Yes, it woul d.

MR. PERRONE: And lastly, | was | ooking
at the backup power exhibit. Wuld the generator
have an exerciser to operate it periodically for
mai nt enance pur poses?

MR. LAUB: W doubl e checked. W
antici pated that question. W double checked with
T-Mobil e today, actually. W don't believe it
does, but we're going to confirmwth the
manuf acturer for any specifications just to nake
sure. W don't believe it does because of the
fuel source, but it nay be one thing where it may
be tested periodically just to nake sure it's
operational. So that's what we want to doubl e
check. Because | don't think it's -- it's

dissimlar froma diesel generator which would
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have to be operated once a week generally.

MR. PERRONE: And if it does have that
capability, would you see if it could possibly --
if this project is approved -- if the testing
hours coul d be during daylight tine?

MR, LAUB: It certainly would be during
dayl i ght hours, if necessary.

MR. PERRONE: And one |ast itemon the
backup power. On the specification sheet, part
nunber 4, it appears that you could use your
on-site batteries, or you could have your own
dedi cated battery for starting. |Is that right?

MR. LAUB: Yes, that's correct.

MR. PERRONE: Ckay.

MR. LAUB: And it can use the cell site
battery as a starting -- yes.

MR. PERRONE: Have you consi dered which
one, or not yet?

THE W TNESS (Ruzzo): Wat was the
question again, explain --

MR. LAUB: Batteries that are dedicated
to the actual unit versus the cell site batteries
t hat are backup batteries to the facility in
general. So which ones --

THE WTNESS (Ruzzo): | think they're
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t he sane.

MR. LAUB: Do you have extra batteries
is the question.

THE W TNESS (Ruzzo): Yes.

MR, LAUB: So we don't know the answer
whet her there's going to be extra batteries for
t he APU.

Is that the question, basically, if
there's going to be extra batteries singularly
dedi cated to the APU?

MR. PERRONE: Correct. Exactly.

MR. LAUB: | don't think we're clear on
that at this point yet. It's still -- it is very
new in this market. 1It's new to being depl oyed.

So | apologize that it's not entirely clear, but
it is sonmething that's being depl oyed, so we're
still getting final details.

MR. PERRONE: Ckay. And if this
project is approved, could the final generator
details be included in a devel opnment and
managemnment pl an?

MR LAUB: Yes.

MR, PERRONE: Thank you very much.
That's all | have.

THE CHAI RVAN:.  Thank you.
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We'll now proceed wth questions from
t he Counci | .

Senat or Mur phy.

SENATOR MJURPHY: Thank you,
M. Chairman. | only have a few itens.

We' ve heard the discussion about the
nutual aid and working with them Just to button
It down, if it can be worked out, is the intention
of the applicant to allow themto go on with no
charge for the Tolland County Mitual A d?

THE W TNESS (Ruzzo): W' ve considered
that, yes. W haven't seen all the details yet,
so once --

SENATOR MURPHY: M question is, if it
can be worked out reasonably, is your intention --

THE W TNESS (Ruzzo): If it can be
wor ked out reasonably, yes.

SENATOR MURPHY: On the propagations --
M. Heffernan, it's long tine no see. Good to see
you back.

In | ooking at the propagations, it just
struck ne that there's an awful | ot of duplication
to the west on this proposed tower site. And the
response to the interrogatories, and what have

you, indicates that you have no sectors that are
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really in jeopardy adjacent to this proposed site.

Wul dn't the site nore to the east have
been a better site and provide greater coverage in
t he overall picture for the applicant?

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): Just so that
| have this clear, you're wondering if a site to
t he east would be a better fit?

SENATOR MURPHY:  Yes.

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): Well, any
tine the search ring is deployed, obviously we
have to | ook at usabl e candi dates, and there's a
lot of different |layers that go into what gets
deci ded upon as the ultimte candidate. The
initial search ring was put in to provi de coverage
along the 186 corridor just north of 190, but to
really hit a lot of those residential areas out
there, you can tell just by where the actual star
on the search nap was that we are really trying to
provide that in-building coverage to the
cust oners.

Now, once the search is deployed and we
start | ooking at usabl e candi dates, we then have
to make a deci sion based upon using the best
candidate that's available to us that will provide

either 100 percent of the coverage or a majority
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of the coverage to the intended target area, but
we al so factor in issues such as setback

requi rements, zoning requirenents, wetl ands,
everything that the other --

SENATOR MURPHY: Along 186 that was the
pri mary purpose?

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): 186 and the
residential areas right around there headi ng up
towards the correctional facility.

SENATOR MURPHY: \Where are the
busi nesses on 186, because one of your other
answers says both busi nesses and resi dences?

THE WTNESS (Heffernan): R ght. W do
design the sites for any type of snall business
structure or residential structure within that
area. That is why we do show the two different
coverage thresholds on here. The initial target
for dwellings in this area, as we all know, is
primarily nade up of residences. And based upon
where we know the existing T-Mbil e custoners
resi de and where we do | ack any coverage on
targeting these residential areas, while the site
didn't fall exactly in the center of the search
map, it was approved as an RF candi date because it

did provide coverage to a majority of the intended
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search area, as well as the targeted residences to
the north of the facility.

SENATOR MURPHY: In that regard -- this
is just an observation from soneone who ki nd of
funbl es through these things, and what have you --
but the various nmaps, and what have you, that are
provided in this application, such as the DeLorne
map -- the propagation nmaps are okay -- but on the
site search maps, and what have you, north is
always in a different direction. And when you go
to conpare one with the other as to where you are
| ooki ng, and what have you, it takes quite a while
to put themtogether. Between the three of them
north, it turns out, is in three different
directions, which is not so nuch of a problemif
you' ve earnmarked which is north on these vari ous
maps and make it easy, but in each case there's no
delineation. And it's just a suggestion to nake
t hi ngs easier in that regard.

And on the question in the
I nterrogatory about the height of the tower, it's
180 feet. But the question as to whether or not
increasing it by 10 percent depends upon who cones
along. But what is the current plan by the

applicant as far as the foundation, the strength
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of the foundation? 1Is it 180, or is it for a
tower that could be increased about 180 feet,
which | think really was the crux of the question
bei ng asked?

THE W TNESS (Ruzzo): Ckay. The
current plan that we have as our | ead tenant,
T-Mobil e, and their need, was 180 feet, and that's
what we woul d have designed it for.

SENATOR MJURPHY: That takes care of you

guys?
THE W TNESS (Ruzzo): Currently, yes.
SENATOR MURPHY:  Okay.
THE W TNESS (Ruzzo): Although Veri zon
has expressed interest, and they, | believe,

accepted the tower at its current max height so
t hey --

SENATOR MURPHY: So they would go
under neat h you?

THE W TNESS (Ruzzo): So they would
understand, correct, that T-Mbile currently
occupies the top area, and that they would need to
take the next area down. That's the general
under st andi ng, correct.

SENATOR MURPHY: Ckay. But ny question

really is, is the base of the tower where you put
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it up, should this be approved, going to be strong
enough to permt the increase wthout you havi ng
to strengthen it or do sonethi ng?

THE W TNESS (Ruzzo): Wthout a
structural nodification of the foundation?

SENATOR MJURPHY: Correct.

THE W TNESS (Ruzzo): There was no pl an
at that point, but that can certainly be --

SENATOR MURPHY: The answer to that
question tells ne a | ot.

THE W TNESS (Ruzzo): Right. But that
can definitely be taken into consideration, you
know, if we were approved, for any nodification up
to a certain height. W generally would like to
keep it under 200 feet.

SENATOR MURPHY: | understand that.

THE W TNESS (Ruzzo): Ckay. But 10
percent, we would definitely make acconmmpbdati ons,
I f needed, to -- you know, obviously fromthe
st andpoi nt, a devel opnent cost standpoint, it
woul d be best to put that in the ground at the
initial phase rather than at a future tine.

SENATOR MURPHY: Ckay. That will show
up i n your D&M pl an?

THE W TNESS (Ruzzo): Yes.
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SENATOR MURPHY: Ckay. | have not hi ng
else, M. Chairnman, at this point.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

M. Harder?

MR. HARDER: Yes. Thank you,
M. Chair man.

Just a couple of questions. M.
DeSantis, you and | had a conversation on the
site -- | just want to get that on the record --
concerning the access road as it gets to the
actual site. It's presently proposed for | think
the west side. And we tal ked about -- ny question
was, was there a technical reason or sonething
that dictates that that's where it has to go, or
could you enter the site fromthe north side, and
to the extent it nmakes any difference, increase
t he di stance between any di sturbance and the
wet | and area? Does that present any technical
difficulty, or any other issues that would state
t hat you should not do that?

THE W TNESS (DeSanti s): No. As
di scussed on site, | think that is a viable
consideration. Certainly if we were to -- | ooking
at sheet Z3 of the drawings, if that |ast portion

of the access road were to be |located to the
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north, there would be sone desi gn changes t hat
woul d need to be inplenmented, but nothing -- |
don't believe it would be a gating issue.

For exanple, the location of the
utility transformer and the tel co boxes, those
were | ocated at the end of the access drive. The
desi gn was put as such to get it off of the open
farm area, out of the farners field, and in back
tucked away into the back of the site, but
certainly we can consider that.

MR. HARDER: You could still get it off
the field, | assune?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): Certainly.

MR. HARDER: And nmintain the proposed
| ocation of the | ease area and the fence area?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): Correct, yes.

MR. HARDER: Just, | guess, kind of a
detail regarding the location, distances. |If you
| ook at page 25 of the first section, it talks
about Section D, Soners Inland Wtl ands
Wat er cour ses Regul ations. It tal ks about the dry
ditch and the only area where there's any hydric
soils is near the seasonal on-site pond, a short
di stance fromthe pond.

And then it says, "The |l ease area is
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| ocated over 200 feet fromthis area.”

But if you | ook at any of the draw ngs,
or at | east sone of the drawi ngs, and by the scale
presented, for exanple, on drawi ng EC3, the | ease
area appears to be, | would say, definitely |ess
than 100 feet fromthe wetl and anyway.

So maybe I'm m sreading that narrative
on page 25, but I'mnot sure what was intended to

refer to over 200 feet fromthe area. The | ease

area is definitely not 200 -- at |east by that
drawi ng anyway -- is not over 200 feet fromthe
wet | and.

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): So, if | nmay
clarify? On sheet Z -- it appears on Z2, and nore
clearly on sheet Z2C. There is an area that is
shaded, and that was obtained fromthe inland
wet | ands soils fromthe Soners, Connecticut G S
dat abase, and that may be the area that is in
question here. The wetl and delineation that was
conpl eted shows that the wetland is the seasonal
dry pond to the sout hwest.

MR. HARDER: So what you're saying is
that the |ast indication you nmentioned was that
the dry pond area is the, | guess, the

nort heasterly extent of the wetland. |Is that
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correct?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): Northwesterly,
| believe.

MR. HARDER: What's the cl osest wetl and
area to the | ease area? | guess that's the
questi on.

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): That woul d be
the pond area, | believe, to the southwest of the
site.

MR. HARDER: And what's that distance?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): | don't have
that. | can certainly provide that.

MR. HARDER  Ckay.

THE WTNESS (Bond): So the wetl and
area, again, that's referenced in attachnent 6.
The only area where hydric soils were identified,
and thus wetl ands, was that, again, the seasonal
pond and the small area just to the north of that.

MR. LAUB: Do you know t he di stance?

THE WTNESS (Bond): | don't know the
exact distance, but again, it's referenced in
attachnent 6, if you d |like to take a | ook.

MR HARDER: So it seens |ike sone of
t he drawi ngs, anyway, are not consistent wth sone

of the other draw ngs. There's sone that show
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kind of a |linear depiction of the wetland area,
whi ch | thought was between -- the extent of that
was between the dry pond and the | ease area, but
you're saying that the dry pond is the closest
extent on that wetl and area?

THE W TNESS (Bond): No. What |'m
saying is the dry pond highlighted in blue on that
attachnment, that was the area that was depicted as
the wetland. The area that parallels the access
road was consi dered dry and not the wetl and area.

MR. HARDER: Ckay.

MR. LAUB: WMaybe, M. Harder, if | can
clarify?

M. DeSantis, on sheet Z2C, there
are -- | think the question is because there's two
sort of anorphous shapes, one is sort of striped,
and one is sort of a darker gray, where did that
I nformati on conme fromfor your draw ngs?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): The striped
area i s obtained fromthe Soners, Connecticut G S
dat abase.

MR. LAUB: As potential wetland soils?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): As identified
as potential wetland soils, correct.

MR. LAUB: And then the gray, the
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darker gray, is that also fromthe 3 S?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): That is al so
obtained fromthe G S.

MR, LAUB: So it didn't include the
data from M. Bond's report?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): That is
correct.

MR. LAUB: Does that help clarify, M.
Har der, sonewhat ?

MR. HARDER: Possibly. But part of the
problemis at the sane tinme you're talking -- |1
apol ogi ze -- 1've been | ooking at sone of these
maps, including Exhibit A Tab 6, which I thought
depicts a wetl and area extending a fair part of
t he di stance between the pond and the | ease area,
simlar to drawi ng nunber EC3 or ZD, | guess.
Ckay. Although, it doesn't -- there's no wording,
but by the little icons it seens to indicate
there's a wetland area, and by that scale it's
| ess than 100 feet. | nean, | think, rather than
beating it to death, if you can clarify it and
make sure you doubl e check these draw ngs because
it seens |like there's inconsistencies.

MR. LAUB: Just so | understand, so are

you |l ooking at the road as the | ease area or




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

41

t hat --

MR. HARDER: No, |'m |l ooking at that
100 by 100 roughly that's cut out of the woods.

MR, LAUB: Ckay.

MR. HARDER: And as it's shown now, the
access road, that cones into the wooded area or
the cleared area on the drawi ng ZD or EC3, the new
edge of the wooded area after it's cleared by that
scale is less than 100 feet.

MR, LAUB: So we'll get that clarified
for the record.

MR. HARDER. Ckay. The only ot her
question -- and this nay display ny technical
I gnorance -- but is it technically feasible to use
a pole where the antennas are incorporated in the
pol e and not visible; and if so, would you
consi der that?

THE W TNESS ( Hef f er nan) :

Technol ogically could it happen? Yes. There are
many reasons why that doesn't happen. The first
off would be the fact that T-Mbile does broadcast
on different frequency bands in different areas.
So the ability to be able to broadcast over
several different frequency bands both now and in

the future that's going to be required, typically




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

requires the use of separate antennas. The
separate antennas wll get better perfornance at
different frequency bands. Additionally, a | ot of
t he radi os these days are being put up near the
ant ennas, whether they're RRUs, renote radio
units, or active antennas that have the radios
built into the back of the antennas thensel ves.

One of the big downfalls with
internally nounted antennas is that there's no air
exchange. So you run into a |lot of problems with
t hese units overheati ng because they can't
di ssipate heat, as well as the space to actually
contain the radi os thensel ves. Wen you try to
keep things slimand aesthetically pleasing wth
the internal nmount solution, you're really trying
to stuff a lot of equipnent in there. You have
renote radi os, you have fiber denarc boxes, you
have coaxi al cabl es, the antennas thensel ves.

So there is a |ot of equi pment which
really would require it to be a nmuch w der
structure. Typically carriers tend to stay away
fromthose, especially in areas where you have
nmore of a rural environnent and you're trying to
provide a nuch bigger footprint. Typically the

anount of equi pnent and the size of the radios are
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probably going to be a little bit

because typically they're higher

bi gger j ust

power ed t han

conparing it to other small cell or a very smal
capacity driven solution that you mght get in a
dense urban area. So while the answer to your

question is yes, technically it can be done, it's

not a good practice froma perfornmance standpoint.

Anot her downsi de of that is that

antennas internally nmounted typically limt them

to one antenna per sector at each antenna |evel.

So if T-Mobile were to be approved at 175 feet,

for themto put additional antennas, they would

either have to go higher or lower by 10 feet. So

it really takes up a ot of space, and it limts

the ability to co-locate on that facility. So
there really are a |lot of downfalls to providing
t hat .

The internal nount these days are
typically done on the nmuch snmaller sites where
t hey have | ess equipnent. They're really used for

t hose snmal |l pocket capacity offloads. They're not

so much in the macro footprint site design.
Ckay.

MR. HARDER: Thank you. |

actually renenbered | had one ot her question, or

two related questions on the visibility anal ysis.
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On Figure 4b, which is the proposed --
or the sinulated condition, it indicates there's
the |l ocation of the tower behind the intervening
vegetation. |Is the intervening vegetation
intended to mean that single tree in the
foreground, so that if that tree were not there,
you could still see the tower over the tops of the
trees in the background, or would it be hidden by
the trees in the background?

THE WTNESS (Allen): | understand the
question. And | just drove out to that | ocation
to confirmthe sinmulation this afternoon. No,
there's a grove of pine trees behind that single
tree that would bl ock the balloon. | did find the
| ocati on about 200 feet away from here where the
bal | oon was peeki ng up above the trees fornmng a
very small footprint area. But no, to answer your
question, that one tree is not bl ocking the view
fromthis specific spot or the immediate vicinity.
However, there is a very snall spot of visibility
about 100 to 150 feet away from where this photo
was taken.

MR. HARDER: Thank you. The ot her
question was on Figure 10B, which, if you | ook by

the table, it lists all these figures and whet her
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it's yes or no visibility or not. Figure 10B was
listed as a yes, and it's a sinulated condition.
And unl ess ny eyes are conpletely shot, | don't
see a tower.

THE WTNESS (Allen): | don't think
it's your eyes. M/ eyes are probably about the
sane. Let nme check

THE W TNESS (Ruzzo): |If you | ook on
the fold at the hal fway point, you see the tip of
a gray --

MR. HARDER: Ri ght above that --

THE W TNESS (Ruzzo): Yes, the tip of
the tower on top of the pine.

THE WTNESS (Allen): Yes. | believe,
if ny menory serves ne correctly, in working on

this on ny conputer screen, if you zoomin, you

can see a little bit of the tower. So rat her than

calling this a no visibility --
MR HARDER: It didn't have that
hel pful huge arrow.
THE WTNESS (Al len): That wasn't out
t here when we were in the field, that's correct.
MR HARDER: All right. That's all |
have. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN. M. Silvestri.
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MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you,

M. Chairman. | want to just go back to the
generator that you' re proposing. The first
question | have, is there natural gas available to
use instead of propane?

MR, LAUB: W asked about that. We
don't believe there's any natural gas available in
t he area.

MR. SILVESTRI: Then regarding the
propane tank, that will be above ground as opposed
t o under ground?

MR. LAUB: Yes, that wll be above
gr ound.

MR, SILVESTRI: And we had the question
bef ore about testing, and you nentioned you're
going to be looking into that to see how it would
be tested. But would you have personnel on site
testing it, or would it be a renote testing?

MR. LAUB: Typically our understandi ng
Is that there's ability to do renpte testing when
it cycles on. You know, for exanple, with diesel
generators, it typically cycles on once a week on
its own, but it's nonitored renptely. So we're
checking to see. Presumably if it does have to

exercise, it would be done renptely or sone
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automati ¢ nechani smon the generator -- on the
APU.

MR. S| LVESTRI : Then for refueling, |
woul d think that you' d have -- the access road
that's bei ng proposed would be the road to bring
in a propane truck to refuel the tank. |Is that
correct?

MR. LAUB: Correct.

MR, SILVESTRI: |If | could turn your
attention to the suppl enental subm ssion that you
have regardi ng the backup power on Novenber 15t h.
A question on page 2 under the heading 6, Odering
Information. What is a "2.5 gallon jug of special
oil for PowerGen 7500"?

MR, LAUB: | don't think any of us
quite know that at this point, but we can find out
for you.

MR. SILVESTRI: And again, the reason
' masking, it says "Required for EPA em ssions,"”
so I'mtrying to put that in context wth, okay,
we're going to be burning propane, but what do we
need a special oil for. Ckay.

All right. If | could turn your
attention to Tab 5, Section C, and the headi ng on

it is "Land." It states that "No trees wll be
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removed in order to construct the conpound or the
new access drive." Yet, we saw under Tab 6 with
the col ored aerial photo that the conmpound is
within a treed area. Wen we wal ked it today,
it's within a treed area. |Is Tab 5 incorrect?

MR, LAUB: Tab 5 is incorrect.

MR, SILVESTRI: Then a clarification on
Tab 3 where we have the general facility
description. It coments that access will be
provided starting at the location of an old farm
access gate. That's where the sign was today.

MR LAUB: Correct.

MR, SILVESTRI: Then it nentions over a
gravel access drive, but the gravel access drive
Is going to be constructed. |Is that correct?

MR. LAUB: Correct. It's the proposed
gravel access drive, not existing.

MR, SI LVESTRI : Right. That's the
clarification | need. Ckay.

Regarding the site, did you have any
di scussion with the town as to whether the town
had a t own-owned parcel that could be suitable for
a location of the cell tower?

MR. LAUB: As part of the munici pal

consultation, M. Bruttonesso and | net with town
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staff, and we di scussed this property, and we
asked themif there were any other alternatives,
town owned or not, that they could think of, and
there was nothing forthcom ng. They said they
woul d sort of double check and nake sure if
anything did cone up. | said please |et us know.
And there was never any indication that they had
sites that that felt they shoul d suggest to us.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you.

This one | want to differ slightly from
Senat or Murphy's question, and I'mgoing to
reference Tab 1, the colored on-air maps of
exi sting and proposed cover age.

The question | have for you: Wuld the
proposed cell tower actually be better |located to
t he west of Route 186 to afford better coverage in
t he areas between 186 and Route 2207?

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): The answer to
the question is, | don't knowif | can give you a
direct yes or no. It would be obviously candi date
dependent. We would have to review on that. The
initial search ring at the center of the search
area was to the west, as you're pointing out. And
again, part of that was because we wanted to cover

the 186 corridor but al so those residential areas
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that are in that imediate vicinity. However,
that does bring up other conplications with in
residential areas putting a facility in sonebody's
backyard, smaller than sone of the farm parcels,
and sone of the existing | arger parcels.

So as to whether or not we could
provi de adequate coverage, to say no |I'd be |lying
to you because | haven't done an anal ysis on any
of the candi dates over there. The way it would
work froman RF standpoint is the site acquisition
or the devel opnent team would go out and scrub for
any usable lots wwthin that area. Once they cone
to our attention, they say, okay, this is
sonet hi ng that woul d neet setback requirenents,
basically the whole |list of requirenments for the
site to be a viable solution. W then |look at it
froma coverage standpoint. So that process woul d
have to happen.

So | guess the answer is, and | hate to
say this, maybe, only because there weren't any
vi abl e candi dates that were brought into our
attention to provide that analysis on, outside of
the initial |ocation of where that center of the
ring was put, and that was done froma purely

t heoreti cal standpoint know ng that here's the
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radius that we're trying to cover and roughly the
area and the objectives that we're trying to hit
with the site.

MR, SILVESTRI: So let's assune you
have the cell tower being approved. How do you
then go and optim ze adjacent cell sites to obtain
maxi mum cover age of the area?

THE WTNESS (Heffernan): Well, we try
to do that initially through proper site design.
But in areas like this, especially this happens a
lot in areas |ike New England where a | ot of your
areas are very terrain challenged. So froman RF
standpoi nt, we have in a vacuumwe | ook at an area
and say, all right, the perfect circle or a
square, whatever that perfect coverage | ooks |ike,
we know that we're nost |ikely never going to get
100 percent of what we're trying to get out of
every one of these candi dates.

So what we'll dois we'll nodify the
azinmuth that we intend to point at, the type of
antenna that we use, and we'll incorporate it and
make sure it's integrated with the surroundi ng
sites so that it doesn't cause performance issues.
That's sonething that we can do on the perfornmance

Si de.
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The only thing that we can't conpensate
for are areas where there's no coverage. So if we
have one site, and then it falls well bel ow the
design threshold, and then there's another site,
our only solution for that woul d be an addi ti onal
site in the mddle there. The other areas where
we have overl appi ng coverage, we can | ook at
novi ng azi nuths on different antennas so that one
site can cover nmaybe a little bit of a different
area to be able to use that useable coverage to
t he best of our ability. And that's typically
done -- it's done nore so in dense urban areas
where you have a clustering of sites on top of
each other, but there are ways to nake that
happen.

MR, SILVESTRI: Ckay. Thank you.

Shoul d the tower be approved, what's
your experience with painting it, if you wll,
perhaps two colors so it doesn't stand out at this
bri ght gal vanized tower? I|I'mfamliar with towers
that are painted two color, if you will. The
| ower part m ght be a brownish to blend in with
existing trees, and the upper part m ght be a
sonewhat blue color to try to blend in with the

sky. Wiat's your feelings on that?
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THE W TNESS (Ruzzo): W definitely
have painted portions of the tower, especially,
you know, up agai nst tree backgrounds, you know,
the bottom portion. W actually tend to find that
t he gal vani zed surface typically handl es nore days
better than the blue would. Because on a gray day
the blue actually stands out nobre than the
gal vani zed refl ective surface does on a cl ear day.
Sone say that's a matter of opinion, but that's
been typically the case.

THE WTNESS (Allen): If | could add to
that? Wat | found in ny career with the two-tone
pai nti ng, you have to renenber that when you're
| ooking at a cell tower, depending on your
| ocation, you're seeing different elevations. So
you obvi ously, when you paint half at a particul ar
el evati on below, which is a darker color, to match
t he vegetation above, which is a lighter color to
mat ch t he sky, depending on where you are
standi ng, that elevation may not be exactly at the
tree line. So you're never going to match that
perfectly except for the one study location. So
it's going to look odd if you do that.

Secondly, as far as a blue or that type

of color to represent sky, |'ve never found a bl ue
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t hat | ooks natural when put on a structure.
Particularly |l ooking at things |like water towers

t hat have been intentionally painted blue to natch
with the sky, they rarely |l ook natural. They

al wvays | ook odd. Generally, when seeing sonething
agai nst the sky, a gray is the nost neutral col or
whi ch, when you're tal king about a gal vani zed
structure, tends to be a pretty good sel ection for
taller structures.

MR, SILVESTRI: Ckay. Thank you.

Stay on visual for the tine being, if
you wll. And I'd |like to refer to Figures 6
al pha and 6 bravo, 6A and B. This is VP4. And
I|'"mcurious as to what | ocation on dd Farm Road
where the picture was taken.

THE WTNESS (Allen): There is a photo
| ocati on map provided as Figure 2.

MR SILVESTRI: |I'mtrying to track it
down to an address, or at |east close to an
addr ess.

THE WTNESS (Allen): | don't have the
address. Again, that's a place | just visited
this afternoon. A d Farm Road takes a 90 degree
turn to the south if you're driving easterly on

it. It's about the center point of that 90 degree
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curve.

THE W TNESS (Ruzzo): There's a mail box
wth nunber 8 on it as well.

MR. SILVESTRI: Then a simlar question
for Figures 13 al pha and 13 bravo. This is VP11.
What | ocation on H gh Meadow Crossi ng?

THE WTNESS (Allen): | have it. [|I'm
sorry. \What was your question?

MR, SILVESTRI: VP11l is the rendering
' mlooking at. What |ocation on H gh Meadow
Crossi ng were those taken fronf

THE WTNESS (Allen): That is taken on
H gh Meadow Crossing it | ooks |ike about 100 yards
to the north of the intersection of George Wod
Road.

MR. SILVESTRI: North of George Wod.
Ckay. Thank you.

And did | hear before that you're not
proposi ng to screen the conpound at all?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): That is
correct.

MR, SILVESTRI: Regarding the | ocation,
proposed | ocati on, how did you deterni ne that
proposed | ocation on the site?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): The site, as
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we experienced today during the site visit, is
generally flat. So throughout the site design
process it was communi cated to us fromthe
under |l yi ng property owner that the current open
field area is used for farmng activities, and to
the nost extent possible we'd like it to remain
that way. So tucking the conpound into the tree
area and limting the access drive close to the
exi sting grow h all owed the nmaxi num useabl e area
of the farm ng area.

MR SILVESTRI: Al right. So a
foll owup question for you. Could the proposed
tower -- where we parked today -- could the
proposed tower be | ocated closer to the barn on
the other side of the tree |line, such that where
we parked, you'd go behind the barn and there's
t he tower?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): |'mjust
thi nking that through in ny head. | think it is
sonet hing of a consideration. Froma design
standpoint, certainly it is achievabl e, sonmething
t hat we woul d have to di scuss.

MR, SILVESTRI: Wiy | was | ooking at
It, that potential position would give you a nuch

shorter run fromthe street for access and power,
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or what ever else that you m ght need, which is why
| posed the question.

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): Certainly.

MR, SILVESTRI: Let's tal k about power.
You have power poles that are | ocated across the
street on Hall Hi Il Road. You're proposing that
you woul d be underground feeding to the site. But
how are you going to get across the street?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): That's
correct. The current proposal would be to have
under ground al ongsi de of the access drive. To
cross the street there's two ways that it can be
done, either an underground across the public
ri ght-of-way, or set a pole on our side of the
street and span an aerial, and then transition to
under ground at the begi nning of the access drive
and go back to the site.

MR. SILVESTRI: Has there been any
di scussi on maybe with Eversource as to which one
woul d be nore feasible or nore likely to happen?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): Not to ny
know edge.

MR, SILVESTRI: |1'm going to change
gears, and | want to tal k about the wetl ands part

of iIt. | need sone clarification. W nenti oned




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

bef ore drawi ng Z2C contains the inland wetl ands
soi|l designations from Sonmers, and Tab 6 contains
t he CBRE wetl ands delineation letter and an aeri al
map by Bagdon Environnental .

The first question | have is, who did
t he actual delineation?

THE W TNESS (Bond): Bagdon
Envi ronnental , and that was on Decenber 7th.

MR, SILVESTRI: Bagdon identified on
t hat map photos and have a whol e bunch of nunbers.
The photos weren't included in the report. Do you
know what the photos were of ?

THE WTNESS (Bond): | believe the
phot os were of the individual |ocations where the
soil tests were conducted.

MR SILVESTRI: So were soil pit
sanpl es actually extracted fromthose areas and
anal yzed?

THE W TNESS (Bond): As part of the
wet | and del i neati on process, yes.

MR, SILVESTRI: Did they provide you
w th data sheets?

THE W TNESS (Bond): | don't have them
on ne at the tine.

MR. SILVESTRI: Because they weren't in

58




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

the filing either, which is where | was | eadi ng
wth ny question. And a related one, was any
ecol ogi cal study perforned on the ditch or on the
pond?

THE W TNESS (Bond): As far as | know,
no.

MR, SILVESTRI: One last topic for you.
What do you foresee for the future of cell towers?
Are we still going to be putting cell towers up
all over, or are things |like distributed antenna
systens or LTE Direct device-to-device
t echnol ogi es, woul d these be replacing cell towers
any tinme soon?

THE WTNESS (Heffernan): Well, | guess
right now that's up to a lot of personal opinion.
My opinion is no, cell towers aren't going
anywhere in the foreseeable future. [If you
remenber, 20 years ago everyone thought that ten
years fromthat point everybody woul d be using
satellite phones. 1It's not technologically
feasible in nmany areas.

Wien you | ook at a solution such as
di stri buted antenna systens, snmall cells, towers,
they all kind of go in the bag of RF design

tricks. And you have to | ook at what the scenario
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Is and what the individual solution is for that
area. Wen you get into very rural areas where
you're trying to cover a very large footprint, and
maybe you don't have the density of either
resi dences or office buildings to really justify
the small cell approach, the way a carrier would
typically want to build up that area would be to
put up a tower because you cover a very | arge
area. You cover a lot of areas that m ght not
even have utility poles, and things |ike that,
state parks. So the ability to cover and
establish an initial footprint is typically going
to be done by traditional towers.

The DAS and the small cell, those are
real |y augnentations of existing networks where,
I f you get into an urban area, you al ready have
t hat existing footprint, but now because of either
Interference on the system or an overl oad of
capacity in a given area, that's a great design
solution to really target a very specific area.
But to really -- to try to push that into an area
such as this where you have a lot of area that's
uncovered to a given signal strength level, to try
to design a DAS systemor a snmall cell systemthat

woul d be able to provide coverage to the entire
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footprint that you're trying to cover, as well as
to hit the secondary streets, a lot of the | ateral
coverage off of the main roads that nmay be the

only areas that have utility poles or fiber or

utilities needed to back all these, | think towers
and DAS systens wll, you know, be the design
solutions for a good long tine. | don't think --

there's so much area that just doesn't even have
initial footprint coverage that to really start
trying to push small cells into those areas is
ki nd of putting the cart before the horse.

MR SILVESTRI: | appreciate that.
What |'mhearing is that rural is definitely
di fferent from urban

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): Definitely,
yes.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you.

Thank you, M. Chairnan.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

M . Hannon.

MR. HANNON: Thank you, M. Chairnman.
| have a |limted nunber of questions.

| asked a couple of questions out in
the field. | just want to get themfor the

record. The topography that was used in the naps,
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| guess EC2 and EC3, | believe, were those field
done, or was it aerial?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): Those were
conducted -- those were collected by a surveyor,
so they are field conditions as obtained from a
Connecti cut surveyor.

MR. HANNON: Anot her question | asked
out in the field was related to the ditch. And I
was asking if any testing was done there to
determ ne wetland soils associated with the ditch.

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): Infinigy has
not conpleted a wetland delineation. | would
defer down to CBRE

THE W TNESS (Bond): Yes, there were
areas along that ditch adjacent to the access road
t hat were tested.

MR. HANNON: And the results were?

THE W TNESS (Bond): They were not
wet | and ar eas.

MR. HANNON:. Ckay. One of the
questions | had was al ready answered, and that was
nmny Where's Wal do question, and that was nap 10B.
So thank you for the answer there.

In terns of what's |aid out for erosion

sedi nentation control, | do have a question.
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Looking at the site, it may not necessarily be
requi red, but along the southern and western side
of the gravel drive you' re proposing, would you
consider putting in sonething like silt socks or
straw wattles rather than a silt fence? 1It's just
an added neasure of protection between a potenti al
area that can transmt water. |It's just alittle

bit safer, and it picks up a greater degree of

particl es.
THE W TNESS (DeSantis): Certainly.
MR. HANNON: And then ny | ast
question -- this one is for M. DeSantis because
you're the one that raised it -- I'd like you to

clarify. You were tal king about how you

cal cul ated the area on the site that was going to
be di sturbed, and this goes directly to the map
Z6, and | realized that the driveway section is
not to scale. However, |'mhaving a hard tine
reading what's on this detail and your expl anation
in terns of how you calculate the width of the
road. It's a typical 12 foot w de gravel drive,
but with the swale and the 2 to 1 slope, you al so
have a note saying the "Ditches shall have a
one-foot flat bottomwth rip-rap installed in

heavy erosion area.” So it |ooks as though there
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are a nunber of variables that conme into play.

So based on your explanation, | believe
it was 12 foot wi de gravel drive and 3 feet on
each side, but I"'mnot sure that | agree with the
swal es only being 3 feet wide. So can you
expl ai n, pl ease?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): Certainly.

For clarification, detail 2, sheet Z6, is a
typical detail. The site characteristics at this
| ocation, it is generally flat. Swales, rip-rap
on swales are typically used for slopes where
water will need to be channel ed and drai ned;
whereas, in this instance | don't believe that
woul d be the case.

So I would stand behind ny statenent of
the 12 foot wi de gravel drive and the 3 foot
utility trench, and then obviously placing that
back as part of ny area of disturbance
cal cul ation, whereas | don't think the swal es
along the side of the drive would be utilized.

MR. HANNON: Thank you. That clarified
it. | have no further questions.

THE CHAI RVAN. Dr. Kl enens?

DR. KLEMENS: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

M. Silvestri began to unpackage a | ot of ny
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questions, which I'mgoing to continue.

So, as | understand it, | ooking at
attachnent 6, which is the docunmentation of the
wetl and, | see a page report from M. Bond. | see
a map provided by the person who actually
del i neat ed, Bagdon. And we have resol ved the fact
t hat the phot ographs are not in the record, and
we' ve resol ved the fact that Bagdon was in fact
t he people that did the delineation.

And then we have a series of maps, one
of themthat -- the first one, which does show the
woods, and the other two, which | don't really
understand why they're even in the wetland tab --
or your CV | understand why -- but why we have a
pi cture of the tower in that.

So |'m seeing basically, at best, three
to four pages explaining the wetlands on the site.
Di d Bagdon gi ve you a proper wetland report?

THE W TNESS (Bond): This is the
current information that | have at this tine.

This was the delineation that we were given. |
can check to see if there are --

DR. KLEMENS: The delineation you were
given. This is your letter?

THE W TNESS (Bond): Right.
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DR. KLEMENS: This is all you've got?

THE W TNESS (Bond): This is what |
have on ne right now But if there's additiona
informati on, we can certainly include that.

DR. KLEMENS: |I'mjust trying to
understand how we got to this point. You have no
I dea how many auger hol es were dug, or how deep?

THE W TNESS (Bond): The locations are
on the nap on attachnent 6.

DR. KLEMENS: That's where the photos
are?

THE W TNESS (Bond): Uh- huh.

DR. KLEMENS: Those equate to auger
hol es?

THE W TNESS (Bond): Yes.

DR. KLEMENS: So those are the areas
wher e augeri ng was done?

THE W TNESS (Bond): Yes.

DR. KLEMENS: The yell ow dots only?

THE W TNESS (Bond): Yes.

DR. KLEMENS: And yet, you have
concl uded that none of the area on the Soners G S
wet | and soil map are wetl ands?

THE W TNESS (Bond): Based on the

wet | and del i neati on, yes.
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DR. KLEMENS: But there's a huge area
fromthe pond. |If you |look at this and | ook at
t he Bagdon -- at the pond, there's this huge area
t hat Soners has classified as wetland soils.
There are no yellow dots in that. So goi ng back
to the question that M. Harder asked you about
the proximty of the proposed tower to the
wet | ands, there were no augering done in a |lot of
the areas. |s that correct?

THE W TNESS (Bond): Yes, the
information provided is all | have.

DR. KLEMENS: So where you have the

words witten out "dry soil"” in what ostensibly is
shown on the "Soners" -- Soners, excuse nme. |
wor ked in New York, and they call it "Soners"

Somers, on the Soners nmap where you have the words

"dry soil," you have no proof that in fact it is

dry soil. There is no auger boring in that spot.
THE W TNESS (Bond): Again, based off

t he delineati on done by Bagdon Environnental,

there were no wetl ands indicated. That's all --
DR. KLEMENS: The delineations were the

yell ow dots on the map. Correct, sir?

THE WTNESS (Bond): | believe so, yes.
DR. KLEMENS: So a |large area that you




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

68

have calling dry soil, or maybe Bagdon is calling
dry soil, there's no data to support that?
THE W TNESS (Bond): | can follow up

and submt additional infornmation.

DR. KLEMENS: | don't know that we need
that. |I'mjust trying to get -- | nmean, that's up
to the Chairman.

What did we say the | and use history of
the forest that we were in was, | nean, recently,
the | ast 20 years where the conpound is goi ng?

THE W TNESS (Bruttonesso): The
property was acquired from-- the property owner
unfortunately passed away a few years ago, but
Debra inherited it about three to five years ago.
Her father owned it in 1960. That | and, |
presune, was farm and.

DR. KLEMENS:. Thank you. It was

farm and.
How deep, when you till farm and, do
you go into the soil, or the plot, roughly?
THE W TNESS (Bruttonesso): | don't

have that answer, sir.
DR. KLEMENS: | can't tell you. The
executive director wll hit ne.

Ckay. If that area -- and we defi ne
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wet |l and soils basically how? How are wetl and
soi |l s defined?

THE W TNESS (Bond): As not well
dr ai ned.

DR. KLEMENS: But are there
characteristics of the soils, signatures?

THE WTNESS (Bond): There are, but |
cannot list themoff right now.

DR. KLEMENS: Are generally wetl and
soils characterized by iron nodul es from anaerobic
condi tions by inundation, which is one of the key
when you | ook at wetland soils. Correct?

THE WTNESS (Bond): | would say that's
correct.

DR. KLEMENS: So, if you're disturbing,
let's say for argunents sake, the top, let's say
foot of soil through plowing, even if it's a
wet | and, woul d you expect to see those signatures
|l eft or not?

THE WTNESS (Bond): [|I'mnot really
foll ow ng the question. Can you repeat it?

DR. KLEMENS: |If the top |layer of soil
in a wetland, which is characterized by cl ay
nottling, iron nodules, frombasically anaerobic

| ack of oxygen conditions, if that wetland soil,
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you run a plow through it, would you expect those
signatures to renmain?

THE WTNESS (Bond): | can't really say
for sure.

DR. KLEMENS: So mght it not be
reasonabl e before one discounts the fact that this
Is -- going back to M. Harder's question -- that
this is not a wetland, mght not the answer lie
not in the conventional depth of an auger, but may
have to go deeper and do deeper pits to get bel ow
t he plow |ine?

THE WTNESS (Bond): |If necessary, yes.

DR. KLEMENS: So I'mjust trying to
get -- because |'mlooking at that nap, that soils
map. | nmean, | understand that G S soils maps are
just that, they're approxi mations. But what you
have in the record of where the wetl ands are
versus what the town has in their @S, the
di ssonance is so great, I'mtrying to |ook for a
reason why you're categorizing this as not being a
wetland. And | think I'munderstanding -- and
pl ease correct ne if I'"'mwong -- two things.
Firstly, a lot of the area was al ready augered to
| ook at, judging by the yellow dots. Correct?

THE W TNESS (Bond): The delineation
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was conducted just to see if any wetl ands were
bei ng i npacted by the | ease area and the access
r oad.

DR. KLEMENS: Al right. |1'mnot going
to pursue this. But | think that, going back to
M. Harder's question, | would think that there's
a good -- we should consider the possibility that
the wetlands are | arger than maybe what is being
shown.

You were also asked by M. Silvestri,
no bi ol ogi cal eval uati on was done by this dry
pond, the seasonal pond. Wuld that conceivably
be -- could that be a vernal pool?

THE WTNESS (Bond): It potentially
could but, as stated before, it won't be inpacted.

DR. KLEMENS: Let's go into that in a
mnute. So we don't know if it's a vernal pool or
not because the studies weren't done, and I
under st and the delineation was done in Decenber.
Are you aware of the way the Council and generally
peopl e |l ook at the inpacts to vernal pools in
regard to the terrestrial habitat surroundi ng the
pool s?

THE WTNESS (Bond): [|'mnot famliar.

DR. KLEMENS: Al right. | don't know
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if I can go any further with this. There's
nothing nore I can say. W don't knowif it's a
vernal pool, and we don't know what to do about
the potential inpacts to vernal pool species by
t he proposed tower.

MR, LAUB: | think your points are well
taken, Dr. Klenens, and we will pursue with both
CBRE and Bagdon to follow up wth sufficient
i nformation for the record.

DR. KLEMENS:. 1'Il leave that really up
to ny colleagues, if they want to do that.

And I'mjust trying to understand. At
the very beginning -- we're going back to the
di sturbance, M. DeSantis -- and I'mtrying to
under st and when you opened up and started neking a
correction, were you in fact correcting
Interrogatory 19, because Interrogatory 19, we're
tal king about 0.37 of an acre? Are we now tal ki ng
about 0.62 of an acre? That's the figure you
gave. Are you in fact correcting Interrogatory
Nunber 197

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): It was not ny
intention to correct Interrogatory Nunber 19. M
total square footage cal culation was for the

overall project.




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

DR. KLEMENS: | see. So the facility
inits entirety refers to the conpound only, not
the driveway. This is what I'mtrying to -- I'm
trying to understand this. I|I'mtrying to
under st and how much di sturbance is there.

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): The overal
proj ect devel opnment, including the 1,125 foot
access drive and the 10,000 square foot conpound,
sumtotals to approxi mately 27,000 square feet .62
acres.

MR, LAUB: | think Al19 was trying to
respond to the soils, the farm and soils, trying
to conpare the USDA napping, not the entire area
of di sturbance.

DR. KLEMENS: Ckay. | get it now So
basically you stand by that figure for the USDA
soil s?

MR. LAUB: W can doubl e check that --

DR. KLEMENS: No, I'mtrying to
under st and.

MR, LAUB: -- but | think that was sort
of the approach. It was the entire area of
di sturbance for the entire |ike gravel access
drive and the conpound.

DR KLEMENS: So it's 0.37 of an acre
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of agricultural soils, .62 of an acre overall
total disturbance?

MR LAUB: Correct.

DR. KLEMENS: Ckay. Thank you for that
clarification. | have no other questions. Thank
you.

THE CHAI RVAN: M. Levesque?

MR, LEVESQUE: M. Allen, on your
vi sual resource assessnent, Tab 7, page 1, do you
have it?

THE WTNESS (Allen): | do.

MR. LEVESQUE: And then on your
| andscape setting paragraph you called the
property, you described it as 34 acres. | just
want to clarify the size of the parcel first.

THE WTNESS (Allen): That's what the
report says, yes.

MR. LEVESQUE: Now, take a | ook at the
assessor's map that you used for -- that the
application used for abutter's map Z2E. | can't
read the acreage that the assessor used.

THE WTNESS (Allen): | don't have that
docunent in front of nme. |If one of ny
col | eagues coul d --

MR. LEVESQUE: The print is too snall
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or faded to see. Maybe -- you probably won't be
able to see it anyway. But it cones up because
t he application summary calls it a 38 and a half
acre parcel, not 34.

THE WTNESS (Allen): GCkay. That is
possible. | believe |I got ny nunmber from
nmeasuring data that | got fromthe state A S
dat abase, so it could be a plus or m nus factor.

MR, LEVESQUE: Do you want to submt
sonething later that's nore accurate?

MR LAUB:. W'Il clarify and resolve
t hat .

MR, LEVESQUE: M. Allen, since your
firmis the -- was there a title search done for
t he property by anybody?

THE WTNESS (Allen): | can't speak to
that. |If any of ny coll eagues can --

THE W TNESS (Bruttonesso): There was a
title search.

MR. LEVESQUE: Are there any existing
easenents | ocated on the subject parcel?

THE W TNESS (Bruttonesso): At this
time | can't recall if there was existing
easenents. | don't think there was. W usually

have to take care of them But | don't recall the
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title search, reading the whole title. It was
just confirm ng ownershi p.

MR, LEVESQUE: Ckay. Because you're
usi ng that, you want a new easenent.

THE W TNESS (Bruttonesso): Right.

MR. LEVESQUE: And you want to see if
they cross any others or anybody has any to share.

THE W TNESS (Bruttonesso): Again, |I'm
not a |lawer, but the attorney at the title
conpany woul d nake sure that we addressed t hat
when we got the | ease signed. So | think they
woul d have told nme or made ne aware of any issues
i ke that.

MR, LEVESQUE: It sounds |like you don't
know.

Do you know if there's any voluntary
farm and preservati on easenents on the property,
I f you know?

MR. LAUB: The owner confirned that
they didn't convey any interest in the farnl and
to, you know, for exanple, the Departnent of
Agriculture, but they have taken advant age of the
tax program whi ch may have to be altered if this
site i s approved.

MR, LEVESQUE: Ckay. | don't have
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anynore questions. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN: M. Lynch?

MR. LYNCH: Let nme start with
M. Heffernan. The first thing. | wouldn't |et
the inmates at Northern know they can't use their
smuggl ed in cell phones.

| don't know if this applies to
T-Mobile or not, but I know we're close to the
border of the Commnwealth and you nmay -- your
frequency nmay be too high to cause any type of
transfer interference. AmI| correct in that, or
how does t hat work?

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): You are
correct. Wth the frequency bands that T-Mobile
woul d be transmtting here, there isn't any
concern with interfering outside of their |icensed
area for these frequencies. Any tine that the
carriers do transmt close to the borders, they do
contours and they do determ ne the | evel of signal
t hat woul d be projected over the border to keep
that within federal limts. But, as you said,
where the site is geographically, the levels from
this particular |ocation would not exceed the
allowable limts over the state line. And

T-Mobi | e does have |icenses in Massachusetts as
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MR. LYNCH. That was where | was going.

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): -- so they do
coordi nate that.

MR. LYNCH. How does that transfer take
pl ace from Connecticut to the comonweal t h?

THE WTNESS (Heffernan): Wll, froma
t echnol ogy standpoint, we just work with the
different switches and all ow the handovers to
happen between the individual sites thensel ves.
So that's just handover resources between the two
different systens. However, in |ooking at the
frequenci es thensel ves for any of the border
sites, whether it be a state border or a country,
you know, if we were |ooking at sites up on the
Canadi an border or Mexican border, we do have to
account for any of the signals that will transmt
over those borders. And typically we'll
coordinate with whoever that licensed entity is
above that.

So let's say if AT&T owned a set of
| i censes, we would run contours and just ensure
that we are not causing an undue interference
above the allowable Ilimt in Massachusetts. And

that is sonmething that's taken seriously froma
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frequency st andpoi nt.

MR. LYNCH. | thought | renenbered that
froma few years back.

I n answering a couple questions from |l
t hi nk Senator Murphy and M. Silvestri, you kept
referring to residential coverage. Now, | know
over the past few years things have evol ved from
provi di ng road coverage to delivering services at
resi dences or comrerci al places, establishnents,
you know, such as the phone as well as data and
stream ng, and so on

How nuch of that change has taken pl ace
with T-Mbile' s coverage?

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): There's been
a lot of change on that. T-Mbile custoners have
been pushing for nore and nore ability to use
t heir phone indoors. W're finding that a | ot of
custoners don't even have | andline phones anynore,
so they're using these devices for their sole
pur pose of communi cating voice. Many are using it
as a W-Fi hot spot, especially the fol ks that
have the unlimted data plans. So there's no need
to really have another W-Fi solution, you know,
whet her it's Contast or a cable provider, when you

have an unlimted data pl an.

79




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

So a lot of the custoners are switching
to the bigger smart phones, they're getting the
cellular service on their iPads and tablets, and
things |like that, so they really don't even have
to go through an auxiliary W-Fi for it. They can
just use their devices right off the T-Mbile
network thenselves. And those are really where a
| ot of the conplaints cone from you know, they're
getting poor stream ng video, they're not able to
establi sh proper data sessions, they're getting a
| ot of retransm ssions on their data sessions,
which really | eads to poor custoner service, and
It goes downhill fromthere. But the trend is
that customers want to be able to use their phone
in either their residence, in their place of
enpl oynent, and it's not just in the car anynore.

MR LYNCH So would it be safe to say
that your priority now at T-Mobile, or any other
carrier, is to deliver that service to the
residential hone or to the business that may be in
t hat area?

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): That's
correct. And we woul d dictate what that | owest
m ni mum desi gn t hreshold woul d be based upon the

makeup of the surroundings. |In an area like this
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where you're primarily made up of residences, our

| owest m ni num desi gn threshold would be the -97,
which is the in-building residents. If we were to
get into downtown Hartford, downtown Boston, those
t hreshol ds do shrink accordi ngly.

MR. LYNCH. Understood. |If public
safety were to cone onto the tower, |'m assuni ng
they cone on with either a whip or a dish of sone
type, maybe for m crowave, what | ocation on the
pol e woul d they have to -- on the tower, rather,
woul d they have to go to not cause interference
W th your separation?

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): That's the
mllion dollar question. The answer is we could
work with themto make sure that there is proper
i sol ati on between the systens. However, for us to
really give an answer on that, we would need to
| ook at the systens that they're putting up there,
what are they putting up for frequency bands, what
are they putting up for antennas, where are those
antennas going to be located. And we've done this
on nunerous sites. So the answer is, | can't give
you an exact separation of what woul d be needed
W t hout doing that full analysis.

MR. LYNCH: You gave ne the answer |
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was | ooking for that you would do an analysis with
t hem

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): Correct.

MR. LYNCH So both systens woul d work
properly?

THE W TNESS (Heffernan): Yes. And
T-Mobile wants to ensure that obviously they're
not interfering wth public safety, and they
obvi ously don't want public safety interfering
wth their equipnent as well.

MR. LYNCH: Now, ny |ast question is
actually to go back to the backup power propane
tanks. And a little information is dangerous. |
had in ny office | ast week the gas and oil people
from Connecticut, and | | earned nore about propane
than | ever wanted to know. And they were
saying -- and you're using the small comrerci al
propane facility -- but they were saying that they
have to be | ocated wthin a certain distance from
a structure or a facility, you know, and dependi ng
on the size of the tank. And as | | ook at Z3,
your detailed site layout, it |ooks |Iike where the
propane tank is going to be placed is actually
right next to everything. There's no separation

of 25 feet, or whatever it is, that they | ook for
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on the propane regul ati ons.

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): So if | nmay
comrent to that, | believe the question, the
separation requirenents fromthe NFPA are based on
t he vol une of the propane cyli nder.

MR. LYNCH. That's correct. That's
what they said, yes.

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): Correct. And
based on the sizing of the volune of said tank,

t hat di stance varies. W are not --

MR. LYNCH  So what you're saying then
iIs that your 120 gallon tank is wthin a safe
limt?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): This exact
depi ction was done prior to the concept of the APU
bei ng depl oyed at this site. So the physical
| ocati on of the generator or the propane tank --
really the propane tank is the controlling design
el enent because that has that setback
requirenent -- may have to be altered. Do I
believe that it could fit within this conpound?
Certainly.

MR, LYNCH Al right. And what would
t hat approxi nate setback be fromthe structures?

THE W TNESS (DeSantis): So based on
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the 120 gallon tank size, using a certain val ve
that is shipped with these, the setback distance
can be reduced to 5 feet or, if not, it's a 10
f oot set back.

MR. LYNCH. The other thing that cane
up that | never realized, but propane freezes.
And if you're in the mddle of winter and you have

a blizzard or sonething and it's a cold day, could

t he propane be -- what do you do to insulate the
propane tank, | guess, so the propane doesn't
freeze?

THE WTNESS (DeSantis): Utimtely, |
woul d defer to the propane tank suppliers and the
propane delivery conpanies, but typically it is a
prol onged exposure to a very cold climate. |In all
nmy years of doing this, | have not seen excessive
freezing of propane tanks. There are ot her
I mpl enent ati ons that can be used to prevent it,
but generally in this general location it's not of
real concern. |If we were in a much col der
climate, it would be a bigger design
consi derati on.

MR. LYNCH. This group is sending ne
nore infornmation on propane, so at a later date we

may bring this up again.




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

85

Thank you very nuch, M. Chairman.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

Go ahead, Dr. Kl enens.

DR. KLEMENS: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Just to short circuit Late-Files and
trying to figure out the whole wetland issue, |I'm
going to ask, | guess, M. Laub, or whoever, as I
think there's a question that we have a vernal
pool there, and vernal pool species you have
ext ensi ve upl and habitat use far beyond the vernal
pool, would the applicant agree to a construction
restriction from February 15th to April 15th to
ensure that there are no inpacts to those verna
pool species?

MR. LAUB: Absolutely, Dr. Kl enens.

DR. KLEMENS: Thank you.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

| just want to say, | nean, there are a
nunmber of people on this panel that certainly
shoul d know by now that the Council, anong the
many t hings that we're concerned with, are things
such as wetl ands and vernal pools. And to not --
I think Dr. Klenens nmay have given you the best

news yet of the evening. But to not have soneone
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here who did the actual delineation and is

know edgeabl e about that subject | think does
yoursel ves a disservice. So |I'm disappointed,

gi ven your experience, that you woul d not have
provided -- particularly when you -- naybe that
was your mstake -- provided this A S delineation,

and then, you know, which we all agree is not --

we know it's not accurate -- and then to not be
better prepared to deal with that, | think is
frankly a di sappointnent. But, as | said, | think
Dr. Kl enens may have -- we do realize there appear

to be no direct inpacts.

MR, LAUB: | understand, M. Chairnman.
| appreciate your candor. | fully understood.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Can you get us the SHPO
letter? Can you get it enmailed to us before we
break this eveni ng?

MR. LAUB: | believe |I can, yes.

THE CHAI RVAN.  Ckay. It would be
appreci ated. GCkay. W're going to break now, and
we're going to resunme the deliberations with the
public hearing at 6: 30.

(Wher eupon, the wi tnesses were excused,

and the above proceedi ngs were adjourned at 4:45

p. m)
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CERTI FI CATE

| hereby certify that the foregoing 86 pages
are a conpl ete and accurate conputer-ai ded
transcription of nmy original stenotype notes taken
of the Public Hearing in Re: DOCKET NO 476,
ECO- SI TE, I NC. AND T- MOBI LE NORTHEAST, LLC
APPLI CATI ON FOR A CERTI FI CATE OF ENVI RONVENTAL
COVPATI BI LI TY AND PUBLI C NEED FOR THE
CONSTRUCTI ON, MAI NTENANCE, AND OPERATI ON OF A
TELECOWMUNI CATI ONS FACI LI TY LOCATED AT 248 HALL
H LL ROAD, SOMERS, CONNECTI CUT, which was held
bef ore ROBERT STEIN, Chairman, at the Soners Town
Hal |, 600 Main Street, Soners, Connecticut, on
Novenmber 16, 2017.

Lisa L. Warner, L.S. R, 061

Court Reporter
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I1-B-1 - Conti nued
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file exhibits including:
a. Town of Soners Plan of Conservation
and Devel opnent
b. Town of Sonmers Zoni ng Regul ati ons
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subm ssi on regardi ng backup power for

T- Mobi | e, dated Novenber 15, 2017

13
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