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(Commenced 7:02 p.m)

MR. STEIN: Good evening, |adies and gentlenen. |[|'d

like to call to order this hearing of the Connecticut Siting

Council. Today is Thursday, Septenber 22, 2016, about 7:00
p.m M nane is Robin Stein. |I'mthe chairman of the State
of Connecticut Siting Council. Oher nenbers of the Counci

present are Senator Janes Murphy, our vice chairman, M.
Ashton, Dr. Klenens, M. Lynch. Menbers of the staff present
are Attorney Bachman, our staff attorney and executive
director, and M. Mercier, our siting analyst.

This is the continuation of a public hearing
that began at 3:00 p.m this afternoon. Copies of the
heari ng program and siting counsel procedures are avail able
for nenbers of the public behind nme over there.

This hearing is held pursuant to the provision
of Title 16 of the Connecticut CGeneral Statutes and the
Uni f orm Adm ni strative Procedure Act upon application from
t he Connecticut Light & Power Conpany or Eversource Energy
for a certificate of environnental conpatibility and public
need for the Sout hwest Connecticut Reliability Project that
traverses the municipalities of Bethel, Danbury, and
Brookfi el d, which consists of construction, maintenance, and
operation of a new 115-kV electric transmssion line entirely

within an existing Eversource right-of-way and associ at ed
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facilities, extending approximately 3.4 m | es between
Eversource's existing Pluntree substation in the town of
Bethel to its existing Brookfield junction in the town of
Brookfield, and reconfiguration of two existing 115-kV

doubl e-circuit electric transm ssion |lines at Eversource's
existing Stony Hill substation in the town of Brookfield and
rel ated substation nodifications.

This application was received by the Council
on June 29, 2016. The applicant published notice of the
filing of the application to the Council in the Danbury News
Times on June 10th and June 16, 2016. The council's | egal
notice of date and tine of this hearing was published in the
Danbury News Tines on August 10, 2016. At the council's
request, the applicant erected signs in conspicuous |ocations
along the transmi ssion line route and the substation sites so
as to informthe public of the name of the applicant, the
type of facility, the hearing date and | ocation, and contact
information of the Council. This afternoon, nenbers of the
Council, staff, and public personally conducted a field
review of the proposed project in order to observe firsthand
the potential effects of the proposal.

Thi s hearing session tonight has been reserved
for the public to make short statenments into the record.
These public statenents are not subject to questions fromthe

parties or fromthe Council, and nenbers of the public making
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statenents may not ask questions of the applicant or the
Council. These statenents will becone part of the record for
Counci| consideration. A signup sheet is available for those
who elect to participate over to ny right.

As a rem nder to all, off-the-record
communi cation with a nenber of the Council or a nmenber of the
council's staff upon the nerits of the application is
prohi bited by | aw.

| wish to note for those who are here and for
t he benefit of your friends and nei ghbors who are unable to
join us for the public hearing session that you or they may
send witten comments to the Council within 30 days of the
date hereof, and such witten statenents wll be given the
sane weight as if spoken at the hearing.

W ask each person naking a public statenment
in this proceeding to confine his or her statenments to the
subject matter before the Council and to avoid unreasonabl e
repetition so we may hear all of the concerns you and your
nei ghbors may have. Pl ease be advised that the Council
cannot answer questions fromthe public about the proposal.

A verbatimtranscript will be made of this
heari ng and deposited in the clerk's offices of the town of
Bethel, city of Danbury, and town of Brookfield for the
conveni ence of the public.

Before | call on the nenbers of the public to
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make statenments, | ask the applicant to nake a very brief
presentation to the public describing where the facility is
| ocated and why it is necessary, and what alternatives were
investigated. | think there's going to be a presentation on

t he screen.

(The presentation was vi ewed.)

MR. STEIN. Thank you. We'Ill now call fromthe list of
t hose of you making public statenents. Cbviously, the mc is
right there. Two things: one, | wll apologize in advance
if I mspronounce your nane. |I'msorry. 1'll do the best.
And al so, when you get up there, would you pl ease spell your
| ast nane so the stenographer has accurate information?

The first individual's nane is Gail Dyer.

M5. DYER My nane is Gil Dyer, Dy-e-r. | live at 6
Sky Edge Lane, the and power lines are abutting -- | think
that was the word used today -- ny property. | noved into ny

house al nost 40 years ago, and there were nice little power
| ines there that concerned nme. Never realized or ever
dreaned that they' d becone what they are today, and they're
still getting nore blown up as we go.

|"ve lived through three constructions on that
property. The first one being the towers, the second one

being the cell towers that were put in, and the third one
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being a cell tower on top of the cell tower going in wth a
| ovely will shantytown underneath it that kids used to draw
on. M wonderful kitchen all of a sudden becane this wred,
hi gh- power |ine | ook, sonmething that I did not even think of
when | first noved in.

Now, none of this was supposed to inpact ne.
Ugly, yes, but it wasn't supposed to inpact ne. | worked

fromhone for several years. Wen they first went in, this

first cell tower on top of the power lines, | had to get al
new cordl ess phones in the house. | had to work. Could not
use them

Secondly, very disruptive. The construction
period is horrible. So | need to know, or would like to
know, what are the hours of operation, who do we call, and
who enforces those hours of operation because it's extrenely
di sruptive to our Ilives.

By the way, going back to the cell tower and
shanty lines, there are noises fromthat that cone out of
there, one little shanty to one of the cell towers that nakes
horri bl e conpressor noi ses during the day, constantly,
practical ly everyday.

So the thing is, it has been disruptive.
There's going to be nore power lines. But it really bothers
nme that Eversource, or CL&P, was ny nei ghbor. M nei ghbor

does not take care of their property. And now we have this
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ugly thing -- we go and say everything that everyone el se has
sai d about the devaluing of ny property. | certainly
woul dn't want -- I'd have to go, Ww, those are beautifu
cell towers and power lines. But the thing is that it's
overgrown. There's a stream been there for al nbost 40 years.
There's a streamthat runs through their property. It's
overgrown and needs to be dredged. | nentioned it in the
open house, | nentioned it to the person who cane to ny
house.

And by the way, | was one of the |ucky ones.
We tal ked about the open house today. | was invited because
"' man abutting property owner, but | told other nanmes to go,
some of them cane, sonme of themdidn't. But this has not
been handled well. | know people here don't even know what's
goi ng on because they were not invited to the neetings. They
didn't see all their charts and everything else. | was one
of the lucky ones, if you want to say, but | actually think
that if our neighbor is supposed to be Eversource, we have
these ugly things on our property. W have no say whet her
they go in or not, that at |east, the property should be

mai nt ai ned, that we shouldn't see shantytowns next to our

houses. It's just not a |lovely environnent to be in.
Again, | would like to know about the
construction. The construction, who do we call, and how soon

does it get fixed once we call? There should be sone
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paraneters for the people who live in the comunity who are
i npacted by this. Thank you.

MR. STEIN. Joan -- |I'mnot sure -- Gereg-Bradley?

M5. GEREG BRADLEY: That's correct. Thank you. [|I'm
Joan Cereg, Ge-r-e-g, hyphen, Bradley, B-r-a-d-l1-e-y, 66
Ri dgedal e Road. |'man abutting property owner. | think
probably shoul d have gotten an invitation to cone tonight,

but | didn't. |If it happened to be in the insert fromny

10

bill, I pay ny bills online; so | don't usually |ook at those

inserts. So | heard about it because of ny nei ghbors.
Anyway, a nunber of concerns. The need for
this, I was under the inpression that we're all supposed to
save energy. W're supposed to by LEDs, we're supposed to
install solar, energy-efficient appliances and so forth. So
our energy usage supposedly is to go down, so |I'm wondering
about the need. | know our population in Fairfield County
has risen slightly, .24 percent, | think, in the |last year or
so. So it's rising, but not by that much. And
manuf act uri ng, of course, is sound; so there's no need for

that electrical power there either.

I'"'m al so concerned that all of these proposals

go through our | ocal organizations, planning and zoning for
exanpl e, and inland/ wetlands al so. That area has been
flagged right behind ny house, anyway, as a wetland. So

there is a viable streamrunning in that area, and really,
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nobody's been naintaining it. 1It's gotten clogged. A nunber
of us are afraid it's going to back up into our properties
eventually. It does run down to Target and underneath
Target, and eventually into the Still River. So |I'm hoping
sonmebody's going to | ook at the wetland aspects of that
particular area right behind ny house. Anyway, so |'m
wondering who in our town is going to be nonitoring that. |
hope that we have soneone that we nei ghbors can go to as an
actual person in our town to nonitor that.

| al so have a concern about our wldlife out
there. The area is a forestry area, has a little nmeadow in
it. W do have sone interesting critters out there that are
living wwth us, and I'm hoping they will be protected during
this time of construction, should it take place. [|I'm
concerned about the tine of the year this mght also take
place in light of the wildlife consideration.

Thank you very nuch for taking ny concerns
i nto consideration

MR. STEIN: Thank you. The next one is Barbara
Fer nandez.

M5. FERNANDEZ: Thank you. My property is 29 Birch
Drive. [|'ve been there alnost 10 years, and | did not know
about this hearing taking place before speaking to the first
selectman. | wasn't notified or contacted by Eversource

since the letter in June. M property will be directly
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i npacted. The vegetation clearing that they've proposed is
excessive and unreasonable. Qur house is on an incline, so
we're up on a hill, and it goes down; so if they clear out
our trees, we're going to see everything in the corporate
park, which is in our back yard. There's nothing tall enough
that you could put in ny backyard as a buffer to, you know,

hi de any of the corporate park; it's just not going to be
tall enough.

"' m concerned that because the bottom half of
ny |l and going toward the corporate park is wetlands. They've
assured nme that they're going to take all precautions, but it
worries ne. | know that we have a breeding bird habitat in
our area. Qur back yard is a honme to redheaded woodpeckers;
we have brown bats; we have vesper sparrows, yell ow breasted
chats; we have beautiful cardinals, and we have brown
thrashers. | enjoy feeding ny birds. | have |lots of pet
birds inside and outside, so they're a big part of ny hone.
Al so, we have livestock. W have chickens. |'mworried
about their welfare as well when the construction takes
pl ace.

Wth the tree clearing, we're going to have a
| ack of privacy. R ght now, when it's full bloom
sumertinme, we can't really see too nuch of anything around
the corporate park, which is really nice. 1It's a nice, quiet

residential area. The trees buffer a |lot of the noise of the
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big trucks going in and out over the speed bunps.

|'"mal so worri ed about decreased property

value. | definitely wouldn't buy ny house if | knew this
project was going in. | don't feel that it's environnentally
conpatible. | feel that the public health and safety, such

as the EMF, the electromagnetic fields are going to be at
i ssue. These things are known carcinogens. They attract
pollutants, and | know there's going to be changes in the
| evel s of EMFs going on 24 hours a day. |'mworried about,
you know, ny children, ny neighbors' children, and the towers
will be coming 60 feet closer to our residence.
Wth two years to conplete this project, air
quality is a factor to ne too. A lot of the industrial
| ubricants are all made wth toxic pollutants, and they're
going to be in and out, which also would affect the wildlife
on our property and around. | feel it's going to jeopardize
the welfare of ny land agriculturally, and ny |ivestock,
i ncluding ny chickens, ny dogs, ny cats. For any animal in
the area, | can't feel that any of this is going to be safe.
The transm ssion route is not reasonably
necessary. | feel that Eversource's proposal is out of
conveni ence of the current right-of-way. It does not
consider the interests of the public and environnentally
sensitive areas. W're becomng nore electrically efficient,

and this neans | ess demand. So |I'm ki nd of wondering why
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they need to put a whole nother tower in addition to what

t hey have now. None of the determ ning factors have
occurred, such as thermal overload or |ow voltage stated in
t hei r proposal .

Ten years ago, |'mnot sure if everybody
knows, but 10 years ago they put in a 115 kV line. Now, 10
years |later, they're proposing to do another |ine and tower,
too. Wiat's going to happen in 20267 Are we going to get
anot her proposal for another line to run? The maps that
Eversource provided were out of date. They were not current;
they did not show current land. And also, articles that were
printed in the newspaper were very msleading. 1In the
Danbury News Tines, it was witten that the project would
require cutting two-and-a-half acres of trees and vegetation.
I n Eversource's proposal online, they clained 9.5 acres of
clearing, which is nuch nore than two-and-a-half.

Al so, they said in The News Tinmes, no trees
woul d be cut fromthe wetlands areas. |In Eversource's
proposal, they state three-and-a-half acres of wetland trees
were going to be cut. So a lot of information is m sl eadi ng.
| don't think a lot of the public knows the details, and
we're relying on nedia to tell us what's going on. If we
actually read, which I went online and read the entire
proposal, | was very disappointed wwth a |lot of the things

that they said. As you know, | wote two letters to you
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which go greatly into detail about what ny concerns are, so
really appreciate your consideration in all the details that
|"ve witten; and if you need an extra copy, | have one.
Thank you.

MR. STEIN: Thank you. The first selectman from
Brookfield, M. Dunn.

MR DUNN: | mght have sonething. Can | give to you?
My nanme is Stephen Dunn, D-u-n-n is ny last nane, and it's
S-t-e-p-h-e-n. I'mthe first selectman of Brookfield,
Connecticut, and | live in Brookfield.

| am going to talk about one thing, the
substation in Brookfield, town of Brookfield; and what | want
to start to say is, the building of the Deer Trail access
road will seriously cause many avoi dabl e problens for the
residents of this cul-de-sac you for the two years that we
are told it will take to finish this project. There are
children who live on this road and attend school. The work
is scheduled to start at seven a.m on. Wrk wll be done
and trucks and other large construction vehicles will be
operating on the road during the tinme the children wal k up
the street to get the bus and also return down street in the
aft ernoon when they get hone from school.
Eversource has told us that they do not w sh

to disturb wetlands near the site of the substation. The

cl osest wetlands are approximtely 80 to 100 feet to the
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north across the railroad tracks fromtheir property and
where the substation is, in an area -- and also now in an
area less than 10 feet fromthe new proposed entrance on Deer
Trail. According to ny inland/wetlands officer, and if you

| ook at the map with the green on it, | circled where the
wet | ands are and where the new access road i s proposed to be.
So the new access road will be nuch closer to wetl ands than
they currently are the current access road. The wetl ands
enpty fromthe proposed entrance on Deer Trail draining into
a culvert that goes across the Deer Trail Road into a snal
wet | ands pond in front of one house on Deer Trail. Al of
the catch basins on the road also drain into the sane
Wet | ands pond. Frominformation supplied by the owner of
this property, this wetland pond may drain by pipe between
this property and the next property to the east and then into
anot her pond. It then travels frompond to wetland into a
brook that ultimately drains into the Long Island Sound.
Putting an entrance to the substation on Deer Trail raises a
very real possibility of an ecol ogical disaster if any
vehicle that entered Deer Run were to have an acci dent and
spill fuel oil or other material into the wetlands adjacent
to the access road. That would be al nost inpossible to
remedi ate due to how cl ose these wetl|l ands are to the proposed
new substation entrance on Deer Trail

The residents of Deer Trail were never
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notified until three weeks ago by phone that there was a
change in the Eversource plan for the access road. This
seens to be both unfair and unacceptable. Today, while
speaki ng with an Eversource representative, we were told that
the residents of Deer Trail were not notified i mediately of
this proposed change to the entrance because they were not
abutting neighbors. As their houses were directly across the
street fromthe Eversource property, 20 feet away, and
Eversource is telling us that because you' re across the
street, | don't need to notify you.

In the town of Brookfield, anyone within 100
feet of your property line is considered an abutter and nust
be notified in witing. Wile | have not been able to verify
all the state laws, state lawis different than town | aw,
si mpl e common sense says that you would notify every abutting
property of the proposed work. And | think it would behoove
Eversource, as a good corporate citizen, as a matter of
decency, to notify the five famlies who |ive on Deer Trail
whose lives will be drastically affected by this construction
for two years, especially considering the fact that the road
they live on will now becone a construction site entrance for
two years while this work i s done.

Eversource has said to ne that they need a new
access road to install a piece of equipnment they described as

a 25 MVAr synchronous condenser. They told ne that this
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pi ece of equipnent is too large to bring on the existing
access road or the access road that was originally proposed,
but can only be brought in the property by creating a new
access road off of Deer Trail. | have enclosed, if you | ook
at the colored brochure, a picture of these condensers, and
|'ve done sone research on it; and on average, these
condensers are six to eight feet wwde, 10 to 12 feet |oad,
and 12 to 15 feet long. | think that that piece of equi pnent
coul d be brought in on alnost on any sem in the United
States. | don't think you need a whole newroad to bring in
a piece of equipnent that | arge.

We ask that the Siting Council deny Eversource
the right to build an access road off of Deer Trail. Their
| ack of open transparency in notifying our residents is very
troubling to me. The existing road or new road off of Stony
Hll would, according to their own report, neet their needs,
be nore ecologically friendly, prevent the danage that m ght
occur to the wetlands, which are right next to the road
they're proposing on Deer Trail while at the sane tine having
the benefit of not throwng the lives of our residents into a
cauldron of turmoil for nore than two years. The right thing
to do is that Eversource access this substation from Stony
Hill Road. The residents of Deer Trail recognize and
acknow edge the need of Eversource to build and naintain a

resilient electric infrastructure for all the residents of
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Connecticut. It is inportant goal, and we support that goal
both in the town and the residents. However, there's no need
to turn a nei ghborhood into a construction site for two years
when there is a nore acceptable solution that works well for
all parties. Thank you very much.

MR. STEIN:. Thank you. Shawn Sorbell o.

MR. SORBELLO  Shawn Sorbello, S-o-r-b-e-l-l1-0. First
name i s Shawn, S-h-a-wn. 27 Hearthstone Drive is where |
live with ny wife and two chil dren.

Qddly enough, we were here at 3:00 o' cl ock
today, and there were only three honmes nentioned during that
t wo- hour session, and ny hone was one of them If you | ook
at where the wooden stakes driven into the ground a coupl e of
weeks ago, it's a lot closer than people think to our
property line. |It's right along the right-of-way, and that
stake nmarked 10 14 is right now about 47 feet fromthe corner
of my fence. And so the proposals today, we were talking
about the foot pads being somewhere in the area of 25 to 40
feet in square. So one of the things that |'m concerned
about is this decimation of our trees. And right now, we
have a nice buffer. W've lived in trenendous bal ance with
the fornmer CL&P and now Eversource, and it is going to be
grossly out of balance when that entire tree line is tornto
the ground because with 47 feet between that stake and the

property line, there's no way of getting around it. There




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

20

are no trees left. So what wll we have? W have this
exposed former line that really isn't a problemright now
except that they're beneath the foliage, and we have a new
| i ne going in.

The environnental inpact is trenendous. |'ve
| ived there al nost 11 years, and every year, if you look into
the wildlife, it's a massive mgratory route for all aninmals
down there. And one thing in particular, there's a red tai
hawk that nests right there in that area and gives birth of
two young every single year. Every single spring we see, you
know, the flight pattern, and the fun unfol ds.

The hone val ue issue has not really been

addressed. | was at the open house, and one report, the
Chal ners report -- | maght be m spronouncing it, it may be
Cal ner's [phonetic] -- that report is weak at best, and the

inclusion are really light. And they're basically saying in
this report with a parallel denographic that one year of

adj ustnent and then | eveling off m ght happen. That report,
and really, the only one that exists in the Appraisals
Journal of 2009, August of 2009, it's basically stating that,
you know, there are a lot of factors in this equation; but
one factor that's not being taken into consideration is that
the report took place from 1999 to 2007. And this new normnal
mar ket that we're existing in is not sonething we've figured

out yet. And Bethel is behind the curve with the rest of the
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country whose gains are increasing in market value, and we're
decr easi ng.

So I'"'mhere today to basically propose sone
things. GObviously, A don't go through that right-of-way.
That right-of-way is right now in balance with the
nei ghborhood. [It's in balance with, you know, the ecosystem
If it goes through as planned, there's trenendous i nbal ance.
The environnental inpacts are going to be irreversible. The
hone val ues are going to, guarantee, go down and stay down,
and |"'mnot sure Bethel's entire nmarket can w thstand that.

Part of the problemw th this whole thing is a
| ot of people are conpletely unaware; and | do want to take a
noment to take a step back and advocate on behal f of
Ever source because | was here earlier today. Lorraine from
Eversource reached out to nme early on, we net face-to-face
and encouraged nme to cone to the open house and actually

encouraged ne to conme tonight. So | think there was

trenmendous due diligence there. 1In the other areas cited, |
think there's gross neglect. | don't think there's due
diligence in alternatives; | don't think there's due

diligence in the area of environnental inpact. So one of the
things I'mal so proposing is alternatives. If we have to go

t hrough that right-of-way, let's go underground. The reason

why the trees have to cone down is the proposed |ine has

what's call ed, quote, sway factor inpact. And so the sway
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factors are due to the sagging |lines, have to go -- we've got
this 345 and this 115 on the end. Apparently, they have to
sag. | don't know how far down, but they have to sag. And

t hrough a trenmendous storm they might actually hit each
other. Well, at their mnimumw th that stake going into the
ground as nentioned before, we're tal king about 47 feet off
of ny property line. |If we go underground, we have no sway
factor. |If we have no sway factor, we can go closer and
closer and closer to the current infrastructure.

If we listened to the panel earlier today,

t hey proposed sone great ideas. W do not need a 20-f oot

wi de access road; we could narrow it to 12 to 15 and
therefore not inpact the trees, bury the lines. |If we have
to go through that right-of-way, which | honestly don't
believe we do, but if we have to do it, let's put them
under gr ound.

Thank you for your tine. | was very pleased
to hear this panel speak earlier today. You actually gave ne
sonewhat of hope that we have a chance to stay in our hone.
Thank you.

MR. STEIN. The next one is Roy Steiner. |f anybody
hasn't signed up and intends to speak, please sign up now.
We only have a few nore on the list. And you know, we want
to use the list, so please if you intend to speak, please

sign up. Thank you. I'msorry. M. Steiner?
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MR. STEINER: Good evening. Roy Steiner. Qur business
-- S-t-e-i-n-e-r. Qur business address is 2 Park Lawn Drive.
I|"malso a resident of Bethel. | appreciate the tinme to
speak toni ght, and we have spoken with Eversource, with
Lorrai ne, so we have had sone conversations. W're the
owners of Berkshire Corporate Park, approximtely 120 acres
of land in Bethel and approximately 80 acres of land in
Brookfield that is, you know, affected by this right-of-way.
It goes through our property, probably about three quarters
of a mle. The right-of-way is |ocated sonewhere w thin our
property.

We nmarket the park as a first-class business
park. That business park typically has been primarily
offices, Duracell was there, swtched around to |ight
manuf acturing offices and a variety of different uses,
heal thcare in there, what have you. Em ssions fromthe power
| i nes have al ways been a problemfor us with marketing the
buil dings. Especially the corporate clients such as
Duracel |, they've expressed serious concerns; and we have
| ost deal s over the power |ines being situated where they
are. Wth this additional line being put in, I think it's
really going to make this problem much worse.

Sonme of the concerns that | have are the pole
hei ghts. First of all, you know, | would Iike to see it

underground; but if we have to work with it above, ny
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concerns are that the heights they have noted are between 95
and 135 feet of heights on poles, whereas the other poles are
150 feet. Typically, the corporate buil dings have been laid
out so that the | ower side of the wi ndow heights are
typically set so that when you | ook out as the personnel in
the offices are | ooking out, they definitely don't | ook at
the wires; they're actually |ooking underneath the wires. |
have a huge concern, as these wires cone down closer it's
just going to be a tanglenent of wires that everyone is going
to look at. It's bad enough that we have to try to narket
with [inaudible]. Now we're noving themcloser to the
building. In fact, at this tine, we're actually renovating
our own offices, and we're actually the closest building to
it. The right-of-way is actually right on the corner of our
buil ding. So these poles being what they are, 50 feet off or
30 feet off the right-of-way, | nean, they're literally right
on top of our offices. So | have sone very big concerns as
far as the heights go. |If we could keep themup at higher
el evations at least so it's the sane plan as the other ones.
| would like to see themon the sane poles, if we could. |
would like to not see -- | see different designs on the pole
structures. The new ones, | see sonme with what | call a
doubl e-stanchi on-type pole with lines off either side.

' m concerned about the wwdth. | recognize

all [inaudible] wthin the existing right-of-way, but the
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tree growmh along the sides of the right-of-way now are
typi cal |y oaks, hickories, and what have you in the
Brookfield section, and they definitely hang over the
right-of-way. |If all those trees have to conme down, it's
going to open up the entire corporate park to | ooking right
at the lines.

So those are sone of the bigger concerns. The
ot her concerns that | have is | don't want to see a
proliferation of cell towers going on properties. W have
had a constant battle with this. W're, you know, we are not
endor sed ourselves putting cell towers within the corporate
park. You know, this has been going on and just continuing
al ong, and you know, we really don't |ike seeing the poles.
We definitely don't |ike seeing additional inplenments being
put on these [inaudi ble] design for those.

So | appreciate your tine, and | appreciate
Eversource's working with us; and |I'm hoping we can do sone
slight changes. Thank you very nuch.

MR, STEIN: Thank you.

MR. CHRI STENSEN: Harold Christensen. Harold,
Ch-r-i-s-t-e-n-s-e-n. | would like to have sonethi ng i nput
into the record regarding this proposal, and it has to do
wi th any house that is abutting the proposed additional |ine
that's going to be put in. And | know ny daughter and her

husband and famly live in one of those houses. But there's
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the environnental concerns aside because they have al ready
been addressed, but my concern has to do with the economni cs
and the proposed inpact on the narket val ue of the hones that
are abutting these additional lines. And what | would Iike
to put into the record is that any house that has an i npact
on mar ket val ue such that the narket val ue drops, and |
bel i eve the houses that are right along these lines, the
mar ket values will drop. W should put something in the
record that says the honeowners shoul d be sonehow rei nbur sed
for the decline in the market values. And | know sone
studi es have been done in the past where they say the nmarket
decline is tenporary, and I'mnot so sure in this particular
situation that it's going to be tenporary because you take a
| ot of trees away, and the buffer areas are sonmewhat gone;
and so certain honmeowners, they're going to be | ooking right
at these lines not that far fromtheir property. And so
there's going to be sonme reduction in nmarket val ues.

At a mninmum what woul d be, at |east what
woul d be sonmewhat of an offset is if a honmeowner does
experi ence a nmarket decline that sonmehow in the cost of this
project factor that in and sonmehow make the honmeowners, you
know, sonewhat reinbursed for this particular situation

| don't know how many honeowners are affected.

| know of at |east three or four, but there's probably 10 to
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| would like it sonehow addressed in the mnutes. Thank you.

MR. STEIN. Thank you. Alan --

MR. OLAGUE: d ague.

MR, STEIN. Q ague.

MR. OLAGUE: Thank you. Good evening. M nane is Alan
d ague, Ol-a-g-u-e. I'ma resident of Deer Trail Drive,
Brookfield. 1'mgoing to speak al so on behal f of ny
nei ghbors of the concerns we have over the Stony Hill
substation nodification.

Back in April, we were approached by Lorraine
for the project of nodifying the substation. And we were
told this was going to be a two-year project. Don't worry.
It's within Eversource property, and we will use an access
road that is behind wetlands. W weren't too thrilled about
it, but we said fine.

About a nonth ago, we were told, Change of
plans. It's slightly cheaper to go through the cul -de-sac,
ripit up, and build a permanent road to give us an easier
access way to our substation. | think this is ridiculous. |
think if there was no other access point, | could see the
feasibility of the plan. The fact that there is an access
point, and | thank M. Dunn for eloquently stating his
obj ections, the fact that there exists an access road doesn't

really necessitate the use of ripping up a quiet cul-de-sac

27
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to access a substation.

Sone of our nmmjor concerns, of course, are
traffic safety, quality of life. | have two young children,
a five- and a seven-year-old. | walk themto the bus stop
every norning. A line, a parade line of cenent trucks being
there, and Eversource truck would be escorted by a man in a
vest. Wuld this greatly inprove the quality of life of ny
children? | don't believe so. There's no need to build an
access road in the cul-de-sac, a quiet alittle street, when
t hey already have an access road. That's our mmjor concern.

I'"malarmed at the |ack of transparency by
Eversource. Looking to other people's concerns, especially
the horror stories of prior construction projects, add to ny
concern, and | know to ny nei ghbors' concern, not even addi ng
in the loss of property value. A bought this honme a year
ago. We think it is a nice cul-de-sac, never once
considering it would be ripped up to face a substati on.

Thank you very nuch.

MR, STEIN. Thank you. Do we have any nore? The first
sel ectman from Bethel, M. Knickerbocker.

MR. KNI CKERBOCKER: Good eveni ng, and wel cone to Bethel.
To the conm ssion, ny name is Matthew Kni ckerbocker,
K-n-i-c-k-e-r-b-o0-c-k-e-r, and I amthe first sel ect man of
Bethel. | did drop off sone witten testinony for your

perusal, so rather than reiterate what's in there, let ne




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

29

just summarize what many of my nei ghbors have al ready sai d.

| believe that this project, | may disagree
with some people, | do believe it's necessary, having been an
el ected official through four weather-rel ated, very serious
power outages, | do accept the reliability goal of this
project. However, | do believe that it is far too
di sruptive. [It's disruptive environnentally; it does too
much danmage to wldlife; it disrupts people's lives and
provides too nmuch visual inpact and quality-of-life inpact.
And briefly, what | put in the witten testinony is that
rather than following the line to the east side of the
existing right-of-way, | had suggested that the |ine being
strategically noved to the east side in sone areas and west
side in others in order to mnimze the inpact.

However, | want to add sonething verbally
toni ght that does not appear in ny witten statenent. It
just occurred to ne this afternoon, and shane on ne for not
thinking of it earlier. | would really ask this conm ssion
to send this project back to Eversource and ask themto
examne the feasibility of re-engineering the existing towers
to prevent any further disruption. It may be possible to
re-engi neer that so that the line can be applied to the
existing towers without taking out the tree |line and w t hout
the inpact, or as one gentleman said earlier, |ooking at the

feasibility of noving it underground. That may require
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taking out trees, too, so that nay not be the preferred
solution. But | would |like to examne the possibility of
avoi di ng any additional disruption whatsoever, especially as
ny nei ghbor pointed out, along Birch Drive, there is a
natural buffer that exists. It's a sound buffer and a visual
barrier that separates the industrial park from her property
and her neighbor's property, and it woul d take probably nore
than a decade for anything that's planted there to repl ace
that. It would have a tremendous inpact on the entire Birch
Drive nei ghborhood. So |I ask that Eversource re-engineer
t hose and cone back to you with better plans. Thank you very
much for the opportunity to speak tonight.

MR. STEIN:. Thank you very nuch. Just a couple of
things. That is the last of the speakers on the list. | am

about to close the hearing, but I want to nention, just first

of all, the process. Obviously, the Council has not taken
action. We will bring this up at a subsequent neeti ng.

Also, if there are, and | just want to nake the "if,"
capitalize the "if," if it were to be approved, then there is

a second step, which requires a devel opnment and nanagenent
pl an. Sonme of these the construction details people have
asked about, such as hours of construction, those types of
things, will be detailed. So there is that process. Again,
enphasi zing the "if."

| also want to say that | don't think they're
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hi di ng, but there are several representatives from Eversource
in your presence, so if you want to attenpt to grab them
after the hearing is closed, and if you have specific
guestions, |"'msure that they'll, to the extent they can,
answer them

So again, before closing the hearing, the
Siting Council announces that briefs and proposed findi ngs of
fact may be filed with the Council. And again, as part of
our process, they must be filed no | ater than Cctober 24,
2016. Again, anyone who either did not speak this evening or
i f you have a nei ghbor who couldn't be here, but you wish to

make your views known, you may file witten comments with the

Council within 30 days; so there still is tine to do that.
The Council wll, after we gather all of this

information and all public comments, will issue our draft

findings of fact, which we will nake public and will be done

obviously prior to the Council mnaking any final action.
Copies of the transcript of the hearing wll
be filed at the clerk's offices in the town of Bethel, the
city of Danbury, and the town of Brookfield. And | hereby
declare the hearing adjourned. | want to thank you all for

your participation. Drive honme safely. Thank you.

(Adjourned: 7:54 p.m)
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