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(Commenced: 3:07 p.m)

MR. STEIN. Good afternoon, |adies and gentlenen. 1|'d
like to call to order the neeting of the Connecticut Siting
Counci |, Docket No. 468. Today is Thursday, Septenber 22,
2016, approximately 3:05. M nane is Robin Stein, the
chai rman of the Connecticut Siting Council. Menbers of the
Counci | present are Senator Mirphy, our vice chairman; M.
Lu, who is the designee fromthe Public Uility Regul atory
Authority; Philip T. Ashton; and Dr. M chael Kl enens; nenbers
of the staff present, staff attorney, Ml anie Bachman, and
Robert Mercier, our siting anal yst.

This hearing is held pursuant to the
provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut Ceneral Statutes
and the Uniform Adm nistrative Procedure Act upon an
application for the Connecticut Light & Power Conpany, d/b/a
Eversource Energy, for a certificate of Environnental
Conpatibility and Public Need for the Southwest Connecti cut
Reliability Project that traverses the nmunicipalities of
Bet hel , Danbury, Brookfield, which consists of (a)
construction, maintenance and operation of a new 115 kV
overhead electric transmssion line entirely within existing
Eversource right-of-way and associated facilities extending
approximately 3.4 ml es between Eversource's existing

Pluntree substation in the town of Bethel to its existing
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Brookfield junction in the town of Brookfield; (b)
reconfiguration of two existing 115-kV double-circuit
electric transm ssion |ines at Eversource's existing Stony
Hill substation in the town of Brookfield; and (c) rel ated
substation nodifications. This application was received by
t he Council on June 29, 2016.

As a reminder to all, off-the-record
communi cation with a nmenber of the Council or a nenber of the
council's staff on the nerits of this application is
prohi bited by | aw

The parties to the proceeding is the applicant
wth its representative, Attorney Henebry. W w Il proceed
in accordance wth the prepared agenda, copies of which are
avai l able here. Also available here are copies of the
Citizens Guide to Siting Council Procedures over to ny right.

At the end of this afternoon's evidentiary
session, we will recess and resune again at 7:00 p.m for the
public comrent session.

The 7:00 p.m public comment session will be
reserved for the public to make brief oral statenments into
the record. | -- 1 will also note for your -- those that are
here and for the benefit of your friends and nei ghbors who
are unable to join us in the public comment session that you
or they may send witten statenents to the Council wthin 30

days of the date hereof, and such witten statenments will be
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given the sane weight as if spoken at the hearing. |If
necessary -- a verbatimtranscript will be nade of this
heari ng and deposited with the clerk's offices in the town of
Bethel, city of Danbury, and the town of Brookfield for the
conveni ence of the public.

First off, is there any public official who
would i ke to nake a public statenent at this tinme?

Ckay. 1'dlike to call your attention to
those itens shown in the hearing program Marked as Roman
Nuneral 1D, Itens 1 through 83. Does the applicant have any
objection to the itens that the Council has adm nistratively
noti ced?

MR. HENEBRY: No objection. Thank you.
MR. STEIN: Council hereby adm nistratively notices
t hese docunments, statenents, and coments.

W1l the applicant present its w tness panel
for the purposes of taking the oath?

MR. HENEBRY: On ny left, we have Allen Scarfone, Farah
Orokar o, David Col eman and Raynond Gagnon from Connecti cut
Li ght & Power Conpany d/ b/a Eversource Energy.

On ny right, we have consultant Loui se Mango
of Pheni x Environnental, Paul Knapik, Environnenta
Consul tant from BSC, Eric Davison, also another environnental
consul tant; Christopher Soderman of Eversource, and Dr. Gabor

Mazei from Exponent as a consultant.
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MR STEIN. Wuld you all please rise for the

council's staff attorney to adm nister the oath?

(The witnesses were sworn by Ms. Bachman.)

MR, STEIN. Please continue by nunbering the exhibits
and maki ng requests to adm nistratively notice exhibits and
verifying all exhibits?

MR. HENEBRY: Thank you. Yes. | believe we have a
series of admnistrative itens that we request adm nistrative
notice for. W seek to have adm nistrative notice for those
itens, taken for those, absent any objection. They are
listed in the hearing program

MR. STEIN. No objection.

MR. HENEBRY: At this point, I'd like to nove to tend to
the introduction of our six exhibits.

The first itemmarked for identification is
the Siting Council application. Wiat | wll dois | will ask
a series of panel wtnesses regarding the particular sections
t hey worked on, that they prepared, and after reviewng it
with all those panel witnesses, | will then seek to nove for
the introduction of the exhibit.

So first, starting with M. Col eman, M.
Orokaro, and M. Gagnon, did you supervise the preparation of

the formal requirenent section of the application as well as
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Sections 1, 3, 4, 8, 9, 11, 12 in Volune 1, project draw ngs
and maps in Volune 5, and Bulk Filing 1 and 2 and the
affidavits which are part of the bulk file?

MR. COLEMAN: Yes, | did.

MR. GAGNON:  Yes, | did.

M5. OMKARO  Yes, | did.

MR. HENEBRY: And are the statenents and representations
in those sections of the application true and correct to the
best of your know edge and belief?

M5. OMOKARO:  Yes.

MR GAGNON:  Yes.

MR, COLEMAN:  Yes.

MR. HENEBRY: And do any of you have any additions or
corrections to those sections?

MR. GAGNON: Yes, | do. As discussed in the pre-filed

testinony of Page 5 of the exhibits, the application

incorrectly states that the existing Stony Hi Il substation
occupies 3.2 acres of a 24-acre parcel. The correct figures
that the Stony Hill substation occupies is 1.7 acres of an

18. 8-acre parcel, which is correctly identified in Page 12-1
of the application.

MR. HENEBRY: Thank you. |1'Ill note for the record that
t hese corrections that will be noted during this introduction
will all included and summari zed in the pre-filed testinony

of the witnesses as part of the application.
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Movi ng next to Ms. Mango and M. Knapik, did
you supervi se the preparation of the executive summary of the
application, Sections 5 and 6 of Volune 1 and the
envi ronnmental exhibits provided in Volumes 2 and 3?

MR KNAPI K:  Yes.

MR. HENEBRY: Are the statenents and representations in
t hose sections in the application true and correct to the
best of your knowl edge and belief?

MR, KNAPI K:  Yes.

M5. MANGO. They are.

MR. HENEBRY: Do you have any additions or corrections
to those sections?

MR. KNAPI K: Yes. | have one additional correction, one
addition in response to the comments raised in the DEEP
comments received on Monday in letter formregardi ng pl ant
speci es surveys in the right-of-way. The additional field
surveys referenced in the DEEP comments were conpl eted the
week of Septenber 12th. During those surveys, the plant
speci es of special concern was found within the project area.

The results of the Septenber, 2016 field
investigation are in the process of being conpiled in
accordance with DEEP requirenents, and we expect to submt
the investigation by Cctober 7, 2016. Such data is
consi dered privileged, not for public dissemnation, to

protect the known | ocations of plant habitat.
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After this review, the field survey results,
Ever source expects to coordinate further with the DEEP to
define appropriate neasures for avoiding or m nim zing
i npacts to the plant species during the construction of the
project. Such neasures, once approved by the DEEP, wi Il be
i ncorporated in the D&M pl an and i npl enented as part of the
constructi on process.

MR. HENEBRY: Ckay. Now, noving to M. Scarfone and Ms.
Onokaro, did you supervise the preparation of Section 2, the
Need section, of Volume 1 of the application as well as
Section 10 of the Volune 1?7 Wth the exception of Section
10. 3, did you al so supervise the preparation of the materials
in Volunme 4 of the application, again, excluding the report
of London Econom cs [inaudible] in Volunme 4, as well as
supervi se the preparation of the CElII?

M5. OMKARO | did.

MR. SCARFONE: Yes. Are your statenents and
representations in those sections of the application true and
correct to the best of your know edge and belief?

M5. OMOKARO  Yes.

MR, SCARFONE: Yes.

MR. HENEBRY: Do you have any additions or corrections
to those sections?

MR SCARFONE: No.

M5. OMOKARO  No.
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MR. HENEBRY: Moving to M. Soderman. M. Soderman, did
you prepare Section 7 of Volune 1 of the application with the
exception of 7D, Appendix 7D report on health research? D d
you prepare those sections under the health research?

MR SODERVAN:  Yes.

MR. HENEBRY: Are the statenents and representations in
t hose sections true and correct to the best of your know edge
and belief?

MR. SODERMAN: Yes, they are.

MR. HENEBRY: Do you have any additions or corrections
to those sections?

MR. SODERMAN:  Yes. On Page 7C- 3 of Appendix 7C, there
is the post-construction electric field calculation colum
has been omtted and a repl acenent page has been included in
pre-filed testinony that includes post-construction electric
field cal cul ations.

MR. HENEBRY: So that was additional information that
wasn't included in the application; correct?

MR. SODERMAN: That is correct.

MR. HENEBRY: Thank you. Dr. Mazei, did you prepare the
report on EMF health effects research as included in Appendi x
7D to the application?

DR. MAZEI: Yes, | did.

MR. HENEBRY: And are the statenents and representations

in that section of the application true and correct to the
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best of your know edge and belief?

DR. MAZEI: Yes, they are.

MR. HENEBRY: And do you have any additions or
corrections to those sections of the application?

DR MAZElI: No, sir.

MR. HENEBRY: And noving to -- do we have Ms. Frayer?
Are you with us? |[If you could just cone up so we can get you
before the mcrophone. Did you participate in the swearing
in of the witnesses?

M5. FRAYER. No, | did not.

MR. HENEBRY: May the witness be sworn in, please? Are
t here any other w tnesses --

M5. BACHVAN: | see M. Russo in back there.

(Ms. Frayer was sworn in by Ms. Bachman.)

MR. HENEBRY: Did you prepare the report on
non-transm ssion alternatives, which is found in Volune 4 in
t he application?

M5. FRAYER  Yes, | did.

MR. HENEBRY: Are the statenents and representations in
there true and correct to the best of your know edge and
bel i ef ?

M5. FRAYER Yes, they are.

MR. HENEBRY: Do you have any additions or corrections
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to your report regarding non-transm ssion alternatives?

M5. FRAYER Yes. In the pre-filed direct testinony, we
made one correction and one clarification that we descri bed
inrelation to some information in ny report. | also have a
smal | typographical error we found in one of the figures that
we need to correct for the record.

MR. HENEBRY: Gkay. The first one you nentioned, a
correction that's outlined in the pre-filed direct testinony?

MS. FRAYER  Yes.

MR. HENEBRY: Can you just tell us the typographical
error wwth reference to the page of your report and what the
i ssue is?

M5. FRAYER Yes, sir. It's on Figure 10 on Page 24.

In the figure itself, there's a nunber of rows, and Rows 11
and 12, there's a 25 percent that should actually be a 15
percent. So two versus the one.

MR. HENEBRY: Do you have any other corrections or
additions to your report?

M5. FRAYER  No.

MR. HENEBRY: At this point, | would ask that the
application which has been marked as Exhibit 1 for
identification be accepted as a full exhibit.

MR, STEIN. Exhibit is accepted.

MR. HENEBRY: Moving now to Exhibit 2, these are the

applicant's responses to data requests issued by the Council.
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Il wll ask M. Gagnon, M. Scarfone, M. Onokaro, M.
Soder man, and M. Knapi k, were each of you involved in
preparing responses to the data requests that were issued by

the Siting Council ?

3

SODERVAN:  Yes.
OMKARO:  Yes.
SCARFONE:  Yes.
GAGNON:  Yes.

2 3 30

KNAPI K:  Yes.

MR. HENEBRY: Thank you. |If all of you would respond to
t he questions just for the record. Thank you. And are the
applicant's responses to those data requests true and

accurate to the best of your know edge and belief?

3

SODERMAN:  Yes.
SCARFONE:  Yes.
OMCKARGO:  Yes.
GAGNON:  Yes.

235 3

KNAPI K:  Yes.

MR. HENEBRY: Are there any corrections or additions
t hose responses?

MR, SCARFONE: No.

MR. HENEBRY: At this point in tine, | would offer
Exhibit 2 as a full exhibit.

MR STEIN. Exhibit is accepted.

MR. HENEBRY: Next, | would like to nove what we've
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mar ked for identification as Exhibit 3. This is a list of
all our wtnesses and their curriculumvitae. So | would ask
t hat each of the panel nenbers whose CVs are included, just
respond whether or not the statenent of qualifications
included in your resune in that file, is that true and
accurate with respect to [inaudible]? |If each witness wll
respond.

OMKARO:  Yes.

GAGNON:  Yes.

SCARFONE:  Yes.

MANGO  Yes.

KNAPI K:  Yes.

COLEMAN:  Yes.

SODERMAN:  Yes.

DAVI SON:  Yes.

MAZEI :  Yes.

> 3 3 2 33D DD

FRAYER: Yes.

3

HENEBRY: Thank you. Do any of you have any

corrections to any of the resunes included in Exhibit 3?

3

SODERVAN:  No.
COLEMAN:  No.
DAVI SON:  No.
KNAPI K: No.
MANGO:  No.

5 » » 2 3

FRAYER:  No.
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MAZEI :  No.
OMOKARO.  No.
SCARFONE:  No.
GAGNON:  No.

2 33 5 3

HENEBRY: So no corrections to Exhibit 3 at this
point. | would offer Exhibit 3 as full exhibit.

MR. STEIN: The exhibit is admtted.

MR. HENEBRY: Now |l'd like to nove to -- to nove for
identification the direct testinony of Ray Gagnon and sever al
other witnesses. So I'lIl direct this question to M. Gagnon,
M. Scarfone, Ms. Orokaro, and M. Sodernman. Did you
supervi se the preparation of your pre-filed testinony
regardi ng engi neering, design, route selection, project need,
construction, EMF characteristics, and outreach for the
proj ect ?

M5. OMOKARO:  Yes.

MR, GAGNON:  Yes.

MR SCARFONE: Yes.

MR SODERVAN:  Yes.

MR. HENEBRY: Thank you. And do you have any additions
or corrections to that testinony?

MR, GAGNON:  No.

SODERVAN:  No.
SCARFONE:  No.

5 3 3

OMOKARGO:  No.




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

17

MR. HENEBRY: At this point intinme, | would offer
Exhibit 4 as a full exhibit.

MR. STEIN: Exhibit 4 is admtted.

MR. HENEBRY: Ms. Frayer, noving to what's been marked
as Exhibit 5 for identification, your direct pre-filed
testinony, did you prepare that testinony concerning
non-transm ssion alternatives for this project?

M5. FRAYER  Yes.

MR. HENEBRY: And are the statenents and representations
included in that pre-filed testinony true and correct to the
best of your knowl edge and belief?

M5. FRAYER  Yes.

MR. HENEBRY: Do you have any corrections or additions
to that testinony?

M5. FRAYER No with the exception of what | nentioned
earlier.

MR. HENEBRY: Okay. At this tinme, | will offer Exhibit
5 as a full exhibit.

MR STEIN: Exhibit 5 is admtted.

MR. HENEBRY: Thank you. And l|last but not least, | wll
nove to what's been marked as Exhibit 6 for identification of
the direct testinony of Louise Mango and Paul Knapik. M.
Mango and M. Knapik, did you prepare this pre-filed
testi nony concerni ng environnental features, inpacts, and

mtigation neasures for the Sout hwest Connecticut project?
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M5. MANGO  Yes.

MR, KNAPI K:  Yes.

MR. HENEBRY: |s that testinony true and correct to the
best of your knowl edge and belief?

M5. MANGO. Yes, with the exception of the clarification
that M. Knapi k provided earlier today regardi ng the plant
speci es.

MR. HENEBRY: Do you have any other corrections or
additions to that testinony?

M5. MANGO  No.

MR, KNAPI K:  No.

MR. HENEBRY: At this tinme, | wll offer Exhibit 6 as a
full exhibit.

MR STEIN: Exhibit 6 is admtted.

MR. HENEBRY: That concl udes our exhibits.

MR. ASHTON:  You may have missed -- exhibit 7 and 8?

M5. BACHVAN. Exhibits 7 and 8, field review and agenda
maps that we received yesterday?

MR. HENEBRY: Yes. | apologize. So let's nove to
Exhibit 7, which is field review agenda nmaps for the route
tour that was just conducted prior to that. 1'Il nove to
you, Ms. Okonaro. Did you supervise the preparation of the
field review agenda and naps?

M5. OKOVARO  Yes.

MR. HENEBRY: |Is the information contained in that
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exhibit true and correct to the best of your know edge and
bel i ef ?

M5. OMOKARO:  Yes.

MR. HENEBRY: Any corrections?

M5. OKOVARO  No.

MR. HENEBRY: |'Il nove for the introduction of Exhibit
7 as a full exhibit.

MR STEIN. Ckay. Exhibit 7 is admtted. And finally,
M. Chairman, what's been marked as Exhibit 8 for
identification is a copy of the applicant's video, sunmary
video of the project that will be shown at tonight's public
session. |'ll ask, did you supervise the preparation of that
vi deo, Ms. QOnrokaro?

M5. OMOKARO  Yes.

MR. HENEBRY: Are the statenents and representations in
that video true and correct to the best of your know edge and
bel i ef ?

M5. OMXKARO  Yes.

MR. HENEBRY: Gkay. |I'll nove for the introduction of
Exhibit 8 as a full exhibit.

MR, STEIN. Exhibit 8 is admtted.

MR. HENEBRY: Thank you, M. Chairman. That concl udes
our exhibits. W wll now begin the cross-exam nation of the
applicant with M. Mercier and the staff.

MR. MERCIER:. Thank you. |'mgoing to begin wth just
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review ng the comments of the Departnent of Energy and
Environnental Protection that just cane in with a date of
Sept enber 19t h.

Now, on Page 2 of the third paragraph,
basically the question regarding the use of a perineter road
at the Danbury landfill. And M. Ri ese, who wote these
conments, gave the contact information for the city. But has
Eversource reached out to the Gty of Danbury regardi ng use
of the perineter road at the landfill?

MR. GAGNON: Yes, we have.

MR. MERCIER  Are there any upgrades required of the
exi sting road?

MR. GAGNON: | think M. Soderman could probably -- we
actually net we Dave Day up there, the superintendent of
publ i ¢ works.

MR. SODERMAN: That is correct. W drove the road,
Superi ntendent Day and nyself on Tuesday. The road appears
to be in good condition. If anything, it would just be sone
| aid out gravel on top, but there is very little -- no road
I nprovenent i s necessary.

MR. MERCIER Do you know if the road actually goes on
the cap portion of the landfill or the surrounding perineter,
| ower edge?

MR, SODERMAN: It is actually beyond the cap. There is

a swale on the inside of the circle, and the cap is within
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that swale; so the road, it does not go over the cap.

MR. MERCIER: Wen the original line was built in that
area, the original transmssion |ine that exists today, were
any of the access roads, did that cone in off a landfill, if
anybody knows? Are those roads still there or is it
sonething that's based on a new access --

MR. SODERMAN: |'m not exactly sure of what was done in
the 1970s, but this is the access we're proposing to use now.

M5. MANGO. | think, just a point of clarification, our
effort here is to try to mnimze the inpact to the wetl and,
even though we would want to try put in a tenporary access
road to the extent practical, and so | think that, you know,
in the DEEP letter, M. R ese indicated that perhaps if the
access road was to get to Structure 1011, in fact, it's to
get to Structures 1009 and 1010. And then there's an act ual
gap that we propose to not include any access roads, between
Structure 1010 and 1011. So | think in the '70s, nmaybe they
didn't care about preserving the wetlands. It's hard to say.

MR. MERCI ER:. Thank you for that clarification. Page 2,
natural diversity data base review. | know you just
mentioned all the plant studies you just did, and finding a
rare plant in the field survey that you did in accordance
wi t h DEEP procedures, as you noted.

In the application regarding the bog turtle,

it did state that you nmay want to -- you may consult with the
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United States Fish and Wldlife Service. Is that
consul tati on necessary at this point based on the DEEP
comments here?

MR. KNAPIK: It actually occurred before we received the
recent coorments fromthe DEEP. W sent out our notification
to the Fish and Wldlife and included our report on the bog
turtle concurrent with the subm ssion to the DEEP.

MR MERCIER: Ckay. |I'll nove to Page 3, which has to
do the EMF nodeling question. Essentially, the question was
why woul d the magnetic field |levels increase slightly if the
tower heights are actually increased? |f soneone could
clarify that.

MR. SODERMAN:  Yup. The answer to that is that the
dom nant source of nagnetic field at the edge of the
right-of-way is the existing 345 kV transm ssion line. As
you nove the proposed 115 kV transm ssion |ine higher and
thus further away, you are reducing its ability to cancel out
the field fromthat 345 kV transm ssion |ine.

MR. MERCIER. Thank you. M. R ese's renmaining conments
have to do with a wal k of the right-of-way. | guess one of
his comrents had to do, on Page 4, second paragraph, had to
do with Structure 1009, which he noticed was an area of
difficult topography. |Is the new tower going to be in the
sane general vicinity, inline with tower -- excuse ne, the

stake for 1009 that sits in a difficult area of topography?
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| wasn't sure if you were going to nove that sub floor or are
you going to level the area to nake it nore stable or sone

ot her type of engineering technique to nmake it nore stable a
surface?

MR. SODERMAN: There will be sone gradi ng done | ocally,
but that structure does have to remain in place because it is
an angle point in the right-of-way.

MR MERCIER. So is it a matter of grading, potentially
| eveling off the area until, you know, types of retaining
wal I s or anything stabilizing the slope?

MR, SCDERMAN:  No.

MR. MERCI ER. Now, second to |ast paragraph tal ks about
a Norway maple in front of 12 Chimmey Drive. That al so was
mentioned in the field review drive today. |s there any way
to save the tree that appears to be in the new right-of -way
| ocation in front of that home?

MR. SODERMAN:  Right now, based off of our analysis,
that tree would have to be renoved because it woul d represent
a clearance issue for the new transm ssion |ine.

MR. MERCIER What is the approximte height it could
probably reach before it beconmes a concern with the proposed
line site? Ten, fifteen feet?

MR. SODERMAN: Around eight, ten feet, yes.

MR. MERCI ER:. Thank you. In his description, he noted

several telecommunications sites that were | ocated on the
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various towers on the existing |ine today during the
drive-through. Has Eversource reached out to any of the

tel ecommuni cation carriers regarding the proposed project or
is there any inpact anticipated to those carriers for
construction of the new |ine?

MR. GAGNON: W have not reached out to them as of yet.

We don't anticipate any issues with it. It presents a random
line off to the side. |If we are doing construction in the
area, we'll probably let you know about it because of the --

wi th machinery running right next to el ectronics equi pnment,
we' |l probably want to do sonmething to verify a certain place
for that.

MR. MERCIER. So based on your outreach to them it
could be possible that they may want, a carrier, they nmay
want to |locate on the new structures. |[|s that sonething that
coul d be accomodat ed during the design phase?

MR. GAGNON: It could be, but ny personal [inaudible]
the existing structures are going to be taller. They're
going to want to go for the height to get the further

radi ati on signals.

MR. MERCIER: | have no other questions on M. Riese's
commentary at this time. | do have a question regarding the
pre-filed testinony of the environnental section, | believe

Ms. Mango and M. Knapi k.

On Page 11 of the pre-filed, the environnental
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as well as the property owner concerns, I'mtrying to
determ ne at what point do you reach out to the property
owners to determ ne any concerns they may have with the
construction of the project, affecting anything that they nmay
have a concern about? Yeah, on Page 11 of the pre-fil ed,
Line 4 tal ks about a design of the project that woul d
mnimze the inpacts to the property owners to the extent
practical. [I'mjust trying to determ ne at what point do you
reach out to the property owners to finalize the designs of

t he project?

MR. GAGNON: As part of outreach project, early on, back
in March, actually, we reached out to about 30 | andowners.
And we go and try to contact them |et them know about the
project, update them and gather their concerns, as we did at
t he open house in which we captured their coments and
anyt hing special that they wanted to do. W have sone
commitnents to one or two of honeowners at this point, so we
try to accommopdate what we can do. In terns -- sonetines
we're not exactly sure the inpact of the construction, so as
we go further on in it, we can devel op those specific
| ocati ons and vi sualization aspects as we nove forward.

MR. MERCIER  The conments at the open house, do you do
foll ow up based on those coments with those specific
| andowner s?

MR, GAGNON: We do go and we gather the comments. W
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actually record them and we make sure that we are at sone
point followng up with them vyes.

MR. MERCIER: So at sonme point you will catch up with
t he open house comments, if you have not done that already?

MR. GAGNON: When did we have the open house? W've
actually followed up with all of those at this point.

MR. MERCI ER.  Thank you.

MR. HENEBRY: | just want to note, the bulk files
i ncl ude sunmaries of the outreach honeowners.

MR MERCI ER.  Yes. In the bulk files, | did see two
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comrents fromtwo different residences, so | was just curious

if, based on those comment cards they filled out, if there
was a followup with them
Now, in the application, |I didn't see any

exhibit in the pre-filed, but in the application, tw state
| isted birds that could occur in the project area that was
the brown thrasher and American kestrel. Although DEEP
didn't comment on those in the receipt letter, is there
additional followup required wth them for those two
speci es?

MR. KNAPIK: No, there isn't. They're species that

coul d occur given the cover type that exists within the

right-of-way, specifically shrub habitat, but because they're

not listed there, there is no foll ow up protection neasures.

MR MERCIER. So they're not specifically listed in the
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proj ect construction zone, although they stated they occur in
the area of the project in general?

MR. KNAPI K: Right. Because the right-of-way does
support the cover types that could support those birds,
that's why we nentioned it in the application.

M5. MANGO Just to follow up, too, for exanple, the
brown thrasher, its habitat would increase by a tree clearing
associated wth the project; so there wasn't really a need
for further studies at that point.

MR MERCIER Okay. | did notice in the application,
Volunme 3, that is the environnmental section of the
application, there was a breeding bird assessnent that was
done; and there was a recommendati on on Page 61 of that that
basically recommended to conduct vegetative clearing from
m d- August to |l ate March because of the inpact to breeding
birds, is that something Eversource proposes to adhere to
t hat reconmendati on or does that not fit into your tinme frame
of construction?

M5. MANGO Well, | think | always say it is the
preferred thing to do because the majority of birds do breed
inthat time frame, so it's preferable to do your clearing
outside of that, but it depends on the schedul e, you know,
depends on when we do get our approvals fromthe Siting
Counci | and any other approvals that we need. So if it falls

into that tine frame, we certainly try to do that. And then
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you never really want to take a nest that you see, obviously.
Thi s happened to us on other projects where, if we see a nest
in atree, we put up a drone during clearing; and you know,

t hus far, thank goodness, the drones had reveal ed that there
weren't eggs in the nest. But if there were, we probably
woul d have a way to [inaudible] tenporarily. So we have the
technology to deal with this. |It's alnbst inpossible to see
in the nest. The short answer is, if you can cl ear outside
of the wi ndow, yes, that's the preferable thing to do; but
it's not always possible.

MR, MERCIER If the project was approved, then you
woul d have the clearing -- is the clearing done all at once,
say, wthin a two-nonth span or are there certain segnents of
the project -- say you mght start on the north end first,
and in a couple nonths, cone back three nonths later, and do
the south end or sonething? |s the contractor out there
continually for this portion of the project?

MR. GAGNON:. Yeah. W try to match up the civil
contractor in front of the construction, the line
construction contractor, that they may need to be in front of
them W first start building access roads and getting the
right-of-way prepared before the Iine contractor gets in. So
there m ght be a period of one or two nonths prior to the
actual line construction for the civil contractors.

MR. MERCIER: Thank you. In the application -- |I'm
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sorry. Follow up?

MR, LYNCH: Yes. Now, so wading through all of that
di scussion, as | read, you're not conmmtting to a seasonal
restriction to conserve the birds, only if it fits into the
construction schedul e?

M5. MANGO. Yes because there's other factors invol ved.
Like this project shouldn't have outages, but if there were,
there woul d be other factors to consi der.

MR. LYNCH: | expect that we are to bal ance the need
with the environment in any way we can. To better the
environnment during this project is a good thing. Thank you,
M. Chairman.

MR. MERCI ER. Thank you. Just tal king about clearing,
just had a question in regard to the interrogatory response
that had to do with the Eversource standards for clearing.

You essentially said cleared 25 feet fromthe
center line of construction. | wasn't really sure what that
meant. By "construction,” you nmean the actual structures
that are going down the right-of-way or is there sone ot her
t er m nol ogy?

MR. SODERMAN:. The center line of the poles.

MR. MERCIER: Center line of the poles. Also in that
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interrogatory response, it further states that there's also a

recommendati on out there to clear to the edge of the

ri ght - of - way.
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MR. GAGNON: R ght now, Eversource has testified in
front of FERC, going back now, they did a big investigation
on us during the stormevent, the nor'easter that caused 54
different transmi ssion line outages. And they put a -- in
May, they put a big report together. W went down there, and
t hey had several recommendations. One of the recommendations
that they told us to do is that Eversource use best known
practices to reclaimfull wdth of the right-of-way. So
we're trying to conply with the spirit of what they're asking
us. They didn't give us specific direction what that neans.
And specifically in ternms of how NERC and FERC work is they
give you the paraneters to work with, and you devel op the
policies [inaudible].

MR MERCIER. So with this project, are you clearing 25
feet fromthe center line of the poles, or are you going to
clear the right-of-way as necessary to [inaudible]?

MR. GAGNON: |'mgoing to describe nost of the
right-of-ways as 170 feet wde, of right-of-ways that we
have, except for the piece near Pluntree. That's 175. \When
we | ook at what we're doing on the right-hand side, that's on
the east side, and that's where we'll put up new structures.
Those new structures, we are going to go with what we cal
enhanced right-of-way clearing. | think in the
interrogatory, it talks about that extra 10 feet. The

procedures today state that we would go out 25 feet fromthe
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m dpoi nt of that structure. So today, we have -- the way the
| i ne of construction we have 15 feet of that cover.

MR. MERCIER I n sone |ocations, the edge of the
right-of-way way is greater than the 25 that we're tal king
about ?

MR. GAGNON:. W have right-of-way areas with easenents
of 175 feet. W do have fee-owned parcels that run beyond
that 175, and the project is not planning at this tine to
clear all of that.

MR. MERCIER: | was just |ooking at some of the scales
on sonme of the drawings. It appears to be clearing about 40
feet rather than 25 feet, so maybe that answers ny question.

MR. GAGNON: | would have to ask.

MR. SODERVMAN: The 40 feet -- right. Essentially, the
25 feet is what M. Gagnon had testified to earlier, which
kind of is that additional -- enhanced clearing is what is
taking it out of that 40-foot w dth.

MR. MERCIER. (Okay. Are you going to be clearing out
the other side of the existing |line that's there now to
mai nt ai n?

MR. GAGNON: No. That's not part of the project. W
are leaving that alone. W're not touching that side of the
right-of -way.

MR, ASHTON:. Wiile we're on the topic of clearances, am

| not correct in understanding that the clearance of 25 foot
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is a guideline and not a requirenent? 1In other words, you're
not going to tear a house down if you don't happen to nake
the 25 feet; is that fair to say?

MR. SODERMAN: The 25 feet is based off of the
right-of-way width that we would need to acquire. GCkay? So
if we just had the 115 kV line and we map out how nuch
ri ght-of-way we need for bl ow out based on the span | ength of
the match. That's what it would be based off of.

MR. ASHTON: But where you have an exi sting
right-of-way, you won't necessarily go with that additiona
purchase unless there's clearing available. |Is that fair to
say?

MR SODERVAN:  Yes.

MR. ASHTON. And isn't it fair to say that the
construction style, ny term can dictate a ot as to what you
require? For exanple, if you choose to go to dead-end
construction versus tangent construction or constrained
tangent construction, you can tinker with the right-of-way
cl earances, can you not?

MR. SODERMAN:  Yes. In this case, because of the
insulator string length, it will probably buy us about
t wo- and- a-hal f feet.

MR. ASHTON: | just want to assess the ground rules so |
understand clearly where you're comng from And it is

preferable, a guideline, not a requirenent in certain cases,
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and you can skin the cat in other ways; is that -- that's ny
opinion? |Is that fair?

MR SODERVAN:  Yes.

MR. ASHTON: Thank you.

MR. MURPHY: The maple tree that we saw today, what's
t he di stance between where the newline is going in and the
edge of the house that's on the property? | didn't think of
it then.

MR. SODERMAN: The house is beyond the edge of the
right-of -way.

MR. MURPHY: It's beyond the edge of the right-of-way.
The dwelling itself, is that--

MR. SODERMAN: [It's shown on Page 8 of the 100-scal e
maps, which can be found at Volune 5, by the way.

MR. MURPHY: So your right-of-way, obviously, would not
be within your ability to clear. Gkay. Thank you very nuch.

MR. MERCI ER  Looking at that house, | have the page
open, seens just the deck, there's a deck there in the aerial
phot ograph, and it |ooks |ike there's sone kind of shed. Are
those going to be inpacted at all or is it just outside or
not a concern?

MR. SODERMAN: | think that the aerial photography, this
is, you know, the aerial photography is not surveyed with
kind of a G S layer. So what you see in the aerial

phot ograph nay be off one or two feet. The Li DAR was, the
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flights that we took for our line design shows it as being on
t he edge of the right-of-way.

MR. GAGNON: Just to add to that a little bit, we tal ked
about the line. W wupgraded it in 1975. W actually
condemmed across that property years ago in 1975 to get that
ri ght-of-way. The house was built in 1977.

MR MERCIER (Okay. Staying with this sheet, 8, over on
the far left side, there's structure, 10257. And next to it
woul d be a new structure, 1015. |Is 1015, that's just a
regul ar nonopol e, angl ed pol e?

MR. SODERMAN: That woul d be a dead-end nonopol e where

the wires cone into the pole itself as opposed to conmng into

the arm
MR MERCIER. Okay. I'mnoticing the -- the line
| eaves that going to the north. It kind of w dens out, and

that's the reason why. GCkay. Thank you for that
clarification.

If you flip to Page 7, since you have it open,
one of M. R ese's coimments had to do with a house. | think
it was Nunber -- it's on your map at No. 236, and that
corresponds to 27 Hearthstone drive. Basically, the wooded
buffer woul d be | ost between the honme and the cl eared edge of
the right-of-way. |'mjust |ooking at what appears to be
sone kind of |awn area and naybe a driveway. Wl |, according

to this, it extends onto your property. Wuld you agree
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that's probably greater than a 50-percent | oss based on those
open areas?

MR, SODERMAN: (bj ectively, subject to check, it appears
t hat way.

MR. MERCI ER: Going back to a couple of environnental
notes on the application, there's a section regarding soil
and groundwat er contam nation. Are there any |ocations out
on the project route that have already been identified as
contai ning potential contam nants or, actually, contam nated
soi | or groundwater?

M5. MANGO. No, not so far. No studies have been done.

MR. MERCIER So when you're estimating or draw ng
groundwater, there's a protocol in place, such as
pre-characterization of discolored soils or other kinds of
field techniques to determ ne?

M5. MANGO. Typically, for a project like this, maybe in
particul ar near the Danbury landfill, or along the coastline,
geotechnical studies initially to determ ne the type of
structure, foundation and design. Wat we've done in the
past is have studies conducted at the sane tinme for soil and
groundwater if there's any concerns so that we would actually
t ake pre-characterization surveys. O if we don't do that,
we woul d, you know, be prepared to test during construction
i f sonet hing funny appeared.

MR. MERCIER: Yeah. That's ny question. | just have
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one ot her question regarding the existing line out there. |
understand that 345 and 115 that's |l ocated on -- they share a
nonopol e structure. Since they share a common structure,
woul d you be anticipating any kind of project in the future
where a line separation would be needed for each line, be on
their own dedicated structures to elimnate any type of

consi stency i ssues?

MR, SCARFONE: Yes, but only if the studies dictate that
it needs to be separated in the future.

MR. MERCIER: | assune there's no tinetable? That's
just a prelimnary study or sonething that is going to
be proposed down the [inaudible]?

MR. SCARFONE: Yes. There is no tinetable, but we
continuously | ook at the contingency events all the tine.

M5. OKOMARO. | just want to clarify that we don't have
a study going on right now that shows that this is sonething
we're anticipating. In the future, if we did do a study in
this area.

MR, GAGNON: Just to follow up on that, the study that |
was referring to was for 2022, based on predicted |oads; and
so until that point, you know, we don't see an issue.

MR MERCIER If it was done with this right-of-way, if
you're building a new line, would there be enough space for
sonet hing of that nature or --

MR, GAGNON: Let nme answer it two ways: \Wien they do
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their studies, they're going to |look at a set, and they're
going to go with the |Ieast cost, the nost environnentally
effective, or the least-inpact solution. So they could see
that this mght be an issue at sonme point, but there m ght be
a different workaround. So if there was no ot her workaround,
could we build that line on right-of-way? M. Sodernan,
woul d you agree with ne? W don't have the space for it.

MR. SODERMAN:  Unl ess you renove the 1770 line fromthe
double circuit pole, there's not roomto fit yet a fourth
circuit in there. |If you renove the 1770 |line and
constructed it on a new pole, you could fit it in the
ri ght-of -way.

MR. MERCIER. Ckay. Thank you. | have no ot her
questions at this point.

MR. STEIN: Thank you. Now continue with question from
t he Council, Senator Mirphy.

MR. MURPHY: Thank you, M. Chairman. The inprovenents
to the Brookfield substation, Petition 1230, which | haven't
| ooked at, whereas your Plunmtree and Stony Hill are in here,
why was work the done in Brookfield not part of this for us
t oday?

MR, GAGNON:. We | ooked at the | SO - New Engl and st udy
and solutions report, and the solution report |ooked at five
different | oad pocket areas; and solutions identified at the

| oad pocket areas were going to be solved by conponents that
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are what | would call local, not a global, solution, a |oca
solution. So the major issue in that area was actual ly
feeding power into that | oad pocket. And what we did is put
in the application and focused on getting power in that | oad
pocket, bringing that newline in fromPlunmree up to the
West Brookfield junction, where it will then interconnect
with the existing 115.

MR. MJRPHY: So in essence, what you're telling nme is,
Docket 468 stands by itself? That is, if 468 is approved,
and 1230 is not, theoretically, you can proceed to do what

we' ve been tal ki ng about today?

MR GAGNON. | don't think that, you know, | ooking at
the solution studies -- but yes. That is correct. W would
be able to -- | nean, this focuses on getting things into

t hat | oad pocket, focuses on support right in that --

MR. MURPHY: 1230, this is a junction, but this by
itself really does what | [inaudible.] Gkay. Thank you.

MR, STEIN. M. Ashton?

MR. ASHTON:. Ch, thank you, M. Chairman. |[|f you have a
problem hearing ne, give ne a little bit of a yell. | have
voi ce troubl es.

In | ooking at this application, there are a
coupl e of a nmechanical questions |I've got. One of themis,
does the 115 kV line from Rocky River south to Stony Hil

term nate at Rocky R ver or does it go all the way north to
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Pluntree? Not Pluntree -- | have a problemw th the maps
that are comng out of the applicant. They're so tiny that
even sonmebody know edgeabl e and with a nagnifying glass has a
hell of a tinme trying to read them

MR. SODERMAN: The 345 continues to Long Muntain.

MR, ASHTON: Yes, | know it continues to Long Muntai n.
How about the 1157

MR. SODERMAN:  The 115 kV line, it termnates -- it
actually neets up at Brookfield junction to go into
Brookfi el d substation, but also continues on north up to the
West Brookfield substation.

MR ASHTON: I'mtrying to find out if there's switching
inthat line at Rocky H Il -- Rocky River.

MR. SODERMAN: That's a different circuit.
ASHTON:  |'msorry?
SODERVAN:  That's a different circuit up there.

2 3 3

ASHTON: Ckay. So, you know, Long Mountain to Rocky
Ri ver, breaker, Rocky River to the next station south, and
then you get into Stony H Il ?

MR. SODERMAN: There's no direct connection between Long
Mount ai n and Rocky River.

MR. GAGNON: | think we're confusing the 115 line and
the 345 line. There is a 115 line that goes from Shepaug
right nowto Stony Hill, but it goes up to West Brookfield.
That's the existing 1887. From West Brookfield it goes to
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Rocky River. |It's a separate line up there. | think where
Chris was tal king about is the 345 line that goes from
Pluntree al ong over to the --

MR. ASHTON: There is no 115 connection -- hear nme out.
There's no 115 connecti on between Rocky River and Long
Mount ai n?

MR. GAGNON:  No, there is not.

MR. ASHTON. There is not. ay. As | recall reading
this, there was nentioned that at sonme point, there would be
strong interest in building a |ine from Bates Rock over to
Carmen Hill or somewhere up in that area. Is that fair to
say?

MR. GAGNON: Yeah, actually, [inaudible] but it was
Bat es Rock over to Bunker Hill.

MR. ASHTON: Has anybody ever | ooked at the record on
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di scussions of that kind, from Bates Rock to Shepaug or Bates

Rock going north? There was di scussion before the sign cane
out internally, possibly external. Are you aware of that?

MR. GAGNON: |'mnot aware of that.

MR, ASHTON:. Can | save you tinme? The answer was
generally, hell, no. You ain't going to get it. | can say
that with a nmeasure of reliability.

What |'m concerned about is not that we
upgrade the systemat sone point. It's how we upgrade and

when we upgrade is really the issue before the house because
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| don't see any technol ogical feature that would prevent the
need for electricity increasing in what is a very sparsely
popul ated area. What kind of alternatives did you | ook at
here? And by the way, | will identify nyself as the guilty
party in asking the question about bussing everything at

Stony Hill because it would seemto ne that it would offer a
tenporary solution, not a permanent problem but a short-term
solution for this.

MR. SCARFONE: We did ook at that. Wen you do | ook at
that, you have to reconstruct a line fromStony H Il over to
the West Brookfield junction. You would have to probably add
anot her synchronous condenser at Stony Hill.

MR, ASHTON. Stop for just a second. |If you're going to
bus Stony Hill, it neans you have to beef up the capacity
fromStony H Il and West Brookfield junction. How far is
t hat roughly? Roughly half a mle? Three mles?

MR, SODERMAN: Couple mles.

MR. ASHTON:. Couple mles? So that hel ps. Go ahead.
Cont i nue.

MR. SCARFONE: Oh, okay. So that's one of the reasons
why we didn't bus at Stony HIl. The other question
concerni ng expansion of Bates Rock into sort of |ike the
tides comng out of Frost Bridge, that was identified in the
| SO solutions study as an alternative. That was the G set.

There were two gl obal alternatives that they | ooked at. That
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line was included. It's just that in the end of the solution
study and di scussions with ISO, it was cheaper to do this set
of projects.

MR. ASHTON: |I'mnot going to pursue this, but let ne
j ust suggest you [inaudi ble] one awful job, Frost Bridge and
Bates Rock. If you look at that, |look at it carefully.
Wor st scenario was 15 years ago up at -- M. Henebry, have
you noved fromthat area yet?

MR. HENEBRY: | live a tenth of a mle from Bates Rock.

MR. ASHTON: So, then, are you telling ne that bussing
at Stony H Il would be roughly the equival ent of the proposal
before the house today in terns of what you're going to do?

MR. SCARFONE: What we're doing today is we' re taking

the line and noving it out of Stony Hill and not bringing it,
not touching, not |eaving another line there. |It's
elimnating the potential of having four term nal |ines,

which we don't |ike, and the need to upgrade from Stony Hill
over to West Brookfield junction and addi ng additi onal
reactive support in the area.

MR, ASHTON:. Wuld it be fair to say there's no materi al
advantage if you did it that way?

MR. SCARFONE: | could agree to that, yes.

MR. ASHTON: One of the other things in here that | do
want to pursue is the use of hydro to back up the area. |

read this on Page 40 of -- I'mnot sure what the exhibit
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nunber is. It is Table 4.6, Projected |oading in
Connecticut, 2013 to '22. It says, and this is where | was a
bit surprised, in 2013, 7,055 nmegawatts; 2014, 7,165
megawatts; and in 2015, 7,292. Are they actual or what?

MR. SCARFONE: No. They were forecasted | oads when this
study was done back in 2013. W were using a 2013 south
report, so the 2013 south report projected out | oads.

MR, ASHTON:. Ckay. It really isn't clear to nme that
this is forecast |oad. Do we have any upgraded data that
tell us alittle bit nore past the 17? Put a nunber in?

MR. SCARFONE: | can give you two recent |oad values in
the state of Connecticut. The 2015 sunmer at peak 6, 342
megawat t s.

MR. ASHTON: Si x thousand what ?

MR. SCARFONE: 342. 2016, sunmer at peak to date. That
was on August 11th, 6, 494.

MR. ASHTON: How about a hundred and -- hundred and
sonet hi ng?

MR. SCARFONE: That's correct, M. Ashton. That table,
remenber the table on Table 4-6 on Page 40, that's a forecast
using a 90/10 forecast that we use in planning.

MR. ASHTON: Thank you. That clarification helps. Wen
you use a 90/10 forecast, and you're looking into
conti ngenci es, does the 90/10 severity give you a little bit

nore assi stance? For exanple, | raised the question about
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the hydroelectric, and | cane back with the applicant's
application as both versions at zero or sonething close to
zero. M recollection fromthe data a few years ago was an
80 percent |oad factor, capacity factor. There was a world a
di fference between the two.

Anot her thing that | noticed also with | oad
capacity factor, Shepaug, which is not too far, from ny
menory. | think my nmenory is 35 percent. And Rocky River is
a horse of another color. M point here is that if you | ose
a transmssion line on a first contingency basis, aren't you
entitled to crank up those hydro units and get themonline if
not carrying a load so you are anticipating a second
conti ngency?

MR. SCARFONE: Yes, absolutely. |If there is water
avail able --

MR, ASHTON. | didn't say that. Shepaug usually has
some water available, and Rocky River usually has water
available. And if the property owners around may not be
happy to see their rates [inaudible] in sumertinme. But when
the lights go out, aren't you entitled to do that?

MR. SCARFONE: Yes, we are. W -- in operation, what
we'll do is that if they follow a contingency event, and they
see the potential to disconnect custoners, we will turn those
pl ants on.

MR. ASHTON: That's what | did '65.
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MR. SCARFONE: Did it work?

MR. ASHTON: | ran those units. You threw the rule book
in the garbage can, and you use good judgnent.

MR. SCARFONE: That's correct.

MR. ASHTON: W can nuddl e through. But anyway, |'m
very concerned that the hydro capability certainly deserves
consi deration. But depending on what that inpact is, the
consideration, this leads ne to a question that to ny mnd is
very inportant, and that is, when you | ook at alternatives,
obvi ously, you're looking for the inpact on the electric
system [|'ll go back and pick on M. Soderman sitting right
there. \When you | ook at alternatives, do you not |ook at,
besi des electrical efficiency capability, inpact on rates?

MR. SCARFONE: Wen we do reliability studies, we
absolutely get cost estimates. So inherently in our
sel ection of a preferred solution, we typically, in nost
cases, will pick the |lowest cost projects, sets of projects.
So inherently, you could argue that because you picked the
| owest cost project, you've reduced the |evel of rate
increase that mght -- that the custoner mght see. W're
always trying to find the | owest cost sol ution.

MR. ASHTON: Lowest cost defined as?

MR. SCARFONE: In this case, a total L2, which is a
group of projects that we sel ected, was about 165 m i on,

while the other alternatives were much nore than that 165.
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MR, ASHTON: [Inaudible] sernon, and | will give it. |
am extrenely concerned as a professional in the field that
the cost of electric is doing grave damage to the cost of
doi ng business in Connecticut. That's by no nmeans -- by no
neans -- to pick on electricity as the only issue before the
house. Natural gas is a consideration and certainly taxes,
too. But | amvery concerned that we have to | ook hard, very
hard, to find alternatives that solve the probl em w t hout
i ncreasing the cost and ideally, to actually decrease the
cost and solve the problem This is what |'mboring in on.

MR. SCARFONE: Yes. Renenber that we're dictated by
NERC st andards, so we have to conply w th NERC st andards.

MR. ASHTON. Yeah, | hear that, but by the sane token, |
don't see it in many, many aspects of the business today.

For exanple, one of the things that we tal ked about is using
one structure to carry service. |f Eversource may do it in
certain instances, but | know, | know because |'ve seen it,
the hard fact that other utilities are not follow ng the sane
line. | point you to a 500 kV double-circuit structure that
crosses 287. | think it is in New Jersey. And they are not
doing it. W are. Now, if we're going to play the gane,
we've all got to play with the sane rules and the sane
yar dsti cks.

This is what concerns ne. W are killing

ourselves. W're pricing ourselves out of the business. |
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want to make sure that we're on board --

(Cell phone interruption.)

| know this area. | know what was there, | know what is
there now, and I have an opinion. Cbviously, that's not
fully concrete yet, but our concern is that what we do works
well in the future but also works for today.

Let ne just go on and see if | can find
couple other things. | enjoyed your system planni ng process
and reliability criteria. |I'mlooking -- | assune that these
structures south of Conmerce Park will all be COR-TEN or
weat hering steel, or what do you call it? -- COR TEN or
Pyori ar [phonetic]; is that fair to say?

MR. GAGNON: That's correct.

MR, ASHTON:. W' ve had testinony that weathering stee
i s cheaper than gal vani zed.

MR. GAGNON: Yes. In the sane breath, we've been
pushing 20-mle long |lines of galvanized steel. That's
sonetine leaves ne a little bit uncertain as to what's going
on. Thank you.

Access roads. Wthout rereading the whole
thing, ny recollection is you' re |ooking at access roads that
are 20 feet wide or thereabouts, and the argunment is that you
want to be able to have vehicles pass md span. |s that
correct, M. Sodernman?

MR. SCDERMAN:  Yes.
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MR, ASHTON. (Ckay. Wiy do we have to have capability of
havi ng vehi cl es cross anywhere al ong the right-of-way, which
is what you're telling me, and rather than in certain areas?
Al'l these vehicles have great little devices that are called
radios. And if |I call Chris and | say, Chris, I'"'mgoing to
nove ny crane up; stay where you are, why do you need to
build a 20-foot w de right-of-way?

MR. SODERMAN: | nean, we can |look at things |ike that,
have maybe - -

MR. ASHTON: That's cost. That's cost. C-o-s-t.

That's noney that conmes out of the ratepayer's hide and cones
out of the state's treasury. | don't understand that. And
|'ve noticed a nunber of rights-of-way where the roads are
superl ative, to say the very least. They're great. |f you
put a little concrete on the top and let it cure for a couple
of days, you got another section of interstate highway.

Anot her question |I've got is, can you use

| ow- pressure, |ow ground-pressure vehicles in sensitive

areas?
MR. SODERMAN: W have use tracked vehi cl es.
MR, ASHTON. You have used them Do you use then?
MR, SODERVAN:  Yes.
MR, ASHTON. That's part of your regular bag of tricks?
MR SODERMAN. Right. It's a tool in the tool box.
MR, ASHTON:. Ckay. All right. [I'Il let it go at that.
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| think you're getting the point. You're getting at
sonething that sits in ny craw.

| think that's all | have, M. Chairman.
Thank you very nuch.

MR. STEIN. Thank you, M. Ashton. Dr. Kl enens?

DR. KLEMENS: Thank you, M. Chairman. That's a hard
act to follow. But I'magoing to shift gears and tal k very
briefly about that house we saw today, No. 227. 1'd like to
ask a couple of questions, and I'mgoing to nove to quite a
few questi ons about the environnent, environnental studies.

| wasn't quite clear when soneone said that
this property had been condemmed in '75, and then the house
was built in "77. Could you elaborate? |I'mtrying to
understand from a | and-use perspective.

MR. GAGNON:  From ny understandi ng, fromthe records
when we built this |ine into a 345 corridor, we needed
addi tional right-of-way. And during that period, we
condemmed a piece of property to have enough right-of-way for
that line. That was in 1975. Two years |later, the house was
built.

DR. KLEMENS: So you condemmed it for easenent purposes;
you didn't condemm it to [inaudible]?

MR. GAGNON: That's correct.

DR. KLEMENS: So what you're telling me is that the

peopl e who, or the devel oper, the person who built that
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house, the devel oper who built that house, built that house
with the full know edge that there was about half the
building lot had -- was encunbered by an easenent, | guess,
in favor of CL&P?

MR, GAGNON: | don't know who built it, but just by
| ooki ng at the photograph of where the house is conpared to

where that is, conpared the honmes next to that lot, that one
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is set further back; so | would assune, yes. The buil der who

built that knew where that easenent was.

DR. KLEMENS: So the person ostensibly purchased a house

seeing that on a title search?
MR GAGNON: | woul dn't know.
DR KLEMENS: Gkay. |I'mjust trying to understand that.
Let's nove to the environment which is, and
tell you, | have ny open rants about things, what | cal

corporate ties, environnmental studies, which is very, very

hard to pick out who has done what and who owns what. And so

|"'mgoing to start off wth asking sonebody who K. Bednaz,

Chris Fox, and Marleigh Sullivan are who prepared the wetl and

assessnents and what their qualifications are, and are their
qualifications in the record?

MR, KNAPI K: | could answer those questions. Kate

Bednaz is a soil scientist. She has a degree in soil science

and is a registered soil scientist in the state of

Connecticut. She basically spearheaded field studies al ong
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wth M. Fox and Ms. Sullivan during the field season of
2015, which occurred between April and May of 2015.

DR. KLEMENS: Thank you. Fox and Sullivan are al so
wet | and scientists?

MR. KNAPI K:  Yes, they are.

DR. KLEMENS: Those fornms were filled out by wetl and
scientists. Are their CVs and resunes in the record?

MR, KNAPIK: | don't believe they are, no.

DR. KLEMENS: Ckay.

MR. KNAPIK: | may add, | amrepresenting them on behalf
of the field site. W could --

MR. GAGNON:. We can provide resunes, if you like.

DR. KLEMENS: I|I'mgoing to ask the chair about that.
It's up to the chairman to deci de.

MR. STEIN. Yes, we could accept themas a late file.

DR. KLEMENS: Thank you, M. Chairman. Ckay. That's
the first piece. The next thing is, was there any
consideration, there's going to be quite a bit of clearing,
anyt hi ng about bats show up? Any reference to di scussion
about bats, which is a big issue on forest clearing.

MR. KNAPIK:  Yes. W did conpile a checklist with
respect to the I ong-eared bat, as you know, a species that is
fairly threatened as well as state threatened. There is a
process to follow, which we did follow W submtted the

streanii ned consultation formchecklist to the U S. Fish and
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Wldlife. The US. Fish and WIldlife Service has a 30-day
review of that. |If there's no response from Fi sh and
Wldlife within that 30 days, it's considered a constructive
approval of our determination. That was submtted,

believe, in May of this year, May 21st, | believe was the
date, and by June 21st, we had not heard back.

DR. KLEMENS: |Is this anywhere in that --

MR. KNAPI K: That correspondence is in one of the
vol umes.

DR. KLEMENS: Ckay. Thank you. | nust have m ssed
t hat .

Vernal pools -- there are sone very -- | nean,
on the field today, driving down that wetland corridor, huge
wet | and corridor, slopes on both sides, and are you telling
me, as | understand from your report, nowhere in that entire
corridor underneath those power |lines, there is a ponded area
where either wood frogs or spotted sal amanders breedi ng?
find that peculiar, | nmean, just fromwhat | know about
Connecticut. Could you el aborate? Wo did the pool studies?
How di d you get to that point?

MR. KNAPI K:  Sure. The vernal pool studies were
conduct ed when the wetl and delineation study was done, the
field season of 2015, which went from April through May of
2015. That's typically regarded as the vernal pool season

as it were.
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DR. KLEMENS: But they were conducted by soil
scientists, not by anyone who has conpetence identifying
ver nal pool s?

MR. KNAPI K: Ms. Bednaz, as you will see, has
credentials in verifying the presence of vernal pools.

DR. KLEMENS: And there was not a vernal pool anywhere
on this --

MR. KNAPIK: It's not a typical situation, I'll agree,
for any rights-of-way in the state of Connecticut not to have
a vernal pool subcapacity. Unfortunately, we didn't get to
drive down to | ook at the extent of Wetland 1, which, what
you woul d have seen is a very large wetl and conpl ex

associated wth Linekiln and East Swanp Road.

DR KLEMENS: |I'mquite famliar with that. 1've been
there. I'mquite famliar with that.
MR. KNAPI K: I n ny opinion, one woul d expect verna

pools within a floodplain situation, particularly on higher
mar gi ns where you have fluctuating water, which m ght pond
and then di ssipates as the season progresses.

In this situation, within the right-of-way,
within the constraints of the right-of-way, nmuch of that
right-of-way is, characterizes a riverine systemfor Mrch
which is mainly permanent, sem -permanent, with floodi ng nost
of the year. Again, both of those waterways have, actually,

active stock prograns, fromwhat | understand, with the State
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of Connecticut, and you wouldn't typically encounter
ver nal - pool -i ndi cated speci es where you have popul ations. So
again, it's not a typical situation to have no vernal pools,
but at least within the confines --

DR. KLEMENS: Your testinony is whether there's fish,
where there's fish, there's no vernal pool species?

MR, KNAPI K:  You would typically not find sone indicated
speci es.

DR. KLEMENS: In the pre-filed testinony, | believe, of
Ms. Mango, sonething about that M. Davison al so was involved
with the vernal pool? 1Is he able to speak on that too?

MR. KNAPI K: M. Davison was nmainly retained for his
expertise with the bog turtle species, not the vernal pool.
H s capacity with respect the vernal pools, again, we did
have multiple studies in 2015 vernal pool season and
[i naudi bl e] delineation, and we retained M. Davison in My
of this year to performthe Phase 1 assessnent for the bog
turtle. And during that tinme, it was suggested that if we
did encounter any presence of vernal pools, any types of
indication that there were vernal pools that may not have
been w tnessed during the 2015 season, he reported that
information. That was his capacity with respect to the
ver nal pool s.

DR KLEMENS: Are we going to allow M. Davison to talk

at any tine today?
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KNAPI K: W coul d, vyes.

KLEMENS: That woul d be nmuch appreci at ed.
HENEBRY: He is sworn in.

KLEMENS: Ckay.

2 3 3 33

DAVI SON:  Dr. Kl enens, how are you?

3

KLEMENS: Fine, fine. But |I have a bunch of
questions relative to -- | understand we're not allowed to
see the bog turtle, and | know that, obviously, there is a
historical record of a bog turtle there. You did a Phase 1
survey?

MR. DAVI SON: That's correct.

MR. KLEMENS: Can you explain for the Council Phase 1
program what paraneters you | ooked at?

MR. DAVI SON: Phase 1 survey, as described in the bog
turtle recovery plan witten by the United States Fish and

Wldlife Service requires that you assess a variety of
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wet | and characteristics, primarily whether there are suitable

soi |l s, suitable hydrology, and suitable vegetation that neet
the criteria for habitat and for recovery. It describes
t hose conditions that you' re | ooking for.

DR. KLEMENS: And there was no part in the area of that
corridor where you had correct hydrol ogy, the correct
vegetation, the correct nmuck depth that could sustain a bog
turtle?

VR DAVI SON: Not that | saw. That entire -- | know
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you're famliar with this wetlands. |I'msaying this is with
t hat understanding. Essentially all the areas that | | ooked
at were nearly 100 percent phrag cover. Al were pernanent

fl ooded or sem -pernmanently fl ooded, those hillside seeps and
groundwat er -fed wetl ands you' re | ooking for were not present.
There are sone soils out there, but nost of the nuck soils
wer e Sacko [phonetic] floodplain soils with evidence of
active flooding, so if it muck technically, but.

DR. KLEMENS: In your profession, |ooking at sone of the
pictures, particularly, the BSC G oup, particularly Page No.
1, do you see that habitat as potentially could support
either the wood turtle or the spotted turtle?

MR. DAVI SON: Hold on one second. Let ne take a | ook at
t hat .

DR. KLEMENS:. BSC report, Page 1, site photographs.

First one is showing the area around Pluntree substation,
which is where [inaudible] to drive in to rather diverse
wet | and surroundi ng that substation

MR STEIN. Dr. Klenens, can you clarify, is that a
wet | and wat ercourse report that you' re referring to or M.
Davi son's report?

DR. KLEMENS: Sorry. |I'mreferring to the BSC report,
and it's right in front of the assessnent.

MR DAVISON: | think I have it here. 1'msorry. \Wich

photo did you say?
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DR. KLEMENS: |'m asking about Photo No. 1 and Photo No.
2, and the potential for -- these are represented wetl and
phot ogr aphs Appendi x A, on the wetl| ands and wat er cour ses
report. |"'masking you your professional judgnent of the
suitability of that kind of habitat potentially for a wood
turtle and spotted turtle.

MR, DAVI SON:  Just to nmake sure I'm | ooking at the sane,
Photo 1 has three structures in it?

DR. KLEMENS: Photo 1 is a view of wetland Bl, west side
of Pluntree station, existing at 321 line structure. And
below is a sort of a shrub scrub swanp al ong the southern
edge of Pluntree substation.

" mjust asking you, based on your experience
in Connecticut, |looking at these habitats in part of the
state, would you think there is a potential that wood turtles
and spotted turtles could inhabit those wetl ands?

MR. DAVISON: Yes, | do think that's possible. [|'m not
directly famliar wth spotted turtle records in the area,
but I"'mfairly certain there are wood turtle wetl ands
dr ai nage.

DR, KLEMENS: Did you see them during your surveys?

MR. DAVI SON: No, but ny survey was in -- it was --

DR. KLEMENS:. So based on your professional opinion,
there is potential wood and spotted turtle habitat possibly

t here?
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MR DAVI SON:  Yes.

DR. KLEMENS: So then | direct Eversource, is Eversource
willing to put in the turtle protection protocols of other
projects on this project?

MR. KNAPI K:  For the record, with respect to the wood
turtle, we did state on the application that we coul dn't
state that a wood turtle habitat wasn't present within that
| arge wetl ands system W accepted the fact that they woul d
be there in sone capacity, mainly off the right-of-way --
beyond the right-of-way habitat. So it does appear to
support the preferred habitat for the wood turtle, so we did
commt to inplenenting BMPs during the construction for the
protection of the wood turtle.

DR. KLEMENS: \Were are those |located? This is a
massi ve application.

MR. KNAPI K:  Section 6 of our Volune 1.

DR. KLEMENS: So you are going to do that?

MR. DAVI SON: Yes. That's what we conmtted to.

DR. KLEMENS: And the spotted turtles would al so be
enconpassed by that?

MR. KNAPI K:  They would be. W didn't recognize spotted
turtle, but that would be easily acconmopbdat ed.

DR. KLEMENS: AlIl right. So we've established that.

Lastly, | noticed, when we went to the end of

Research Drive today, going into any consideration given to
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t he hognose snake, which is here in this valley and it was a
maj or i ssue on Route 7, Brookfield, and certainly is within
the zone that they have been reported. How are you going to
deal with hognose snake in terns of traversing and going

t hrough the right-of -ways?

MR KNAPIK: If | may, it wasn't a species that was
provi ded by the DEEP as a species of concern with within this
corridor. It's certainly a consideration that we coul d nake
for any mtigation that could be done.

DR. KLEMENS: So the DEEP provi des you, and maybe this
is a question I'll direct to M. Davison, the DEEP provides
you what records they have, not what potentially could be
t her e?

MR DAVISON:. That's correct. It's very simlar to a
t ypi cal NDDB subm ssion that a honmeowner woul d devel op but
wi th probably nore detail.

DR. KLEMENS: Correct. So a project of this size and
this magni tude, even though it's a reconstruction of an
existing right-of-way, | would think that one has to rethink
alittle bit about, based on know edge of distribution of
t hese ani nal s of what possibly would be there to be
responsible in mtigating inpact to them That's sort of ny
poi nt here. You can take a dot here and a dot here to the
NDDB, but anyone who understands these systens realizes the

hi gh potential for quite a few of these species within that
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corridor; and that includes also bog turtles in sone of these
areas you're clearing.

| think I've kind of exhausted -- oh, | do
have a question on the birds. Wat actual field studies, |
think there sone sort of elaborate, sort of nethodol ogy that,
t heoretical nmethodology. Wat is the actual breeding birds
survey? Was this all done on a desktop analysis? It's very
hard to figure that out. |It's a very fancy popul ati ng nodel ,
and this is what you think, but I"'minterested in what was
actually done in the field on this site as opposed to
t heoreti cal desktop nodels. So would you el aborate on that,
pl ease?

MR, KNAPIK: | can, yes. Al our field studies begin
wth a desktop analysis of the work area we're going to be
conducting the studies. So we'll renotely, using aerial
phot ogr aphy, for potential presence of vernal pools,
veget ati ve cover types, devel opnent, watercourses, conpile
mappi ng. We then use that for the field investigations that
follow. Once we get out in the field, we'll do pool studies,
delineations, in addition to a characterization of the
species using the right-of-way field investigation, and that
i ncl udes breeding bird surveys.

DR, KLEMENS: So what field work was done and by whonf?

MR. KNAPI K: Again, it was done by the field staff that

conduct ed del i neati on, spearheaded by Ms. Bednaz.
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DR KLEMENS: And they're also qualified to do breeding
bi rd anal yses?

MR. KNAPI K: Yes, they are. And again, those CVs w |
show that; they will show experience in conducting those
st udi es.

MR. KLEMENS: Gkay. | think that pretty nuch waps up
my questions. Let ne give you one piece of advice going into
the future. A lot of this application is spread all over the
pl ace. There was an executive -- you've told ne nore. Maybe
that's part of the evidentiary hearing, about your thought
process. Maybe sone of these concepts as we go forward coul d
be put in at the very begi nning? Mybe woul d hel p soneone
| i ke nyself when there are six volunes of stuff appearing on
nmy desk to actually wade through

Thank you very nuch. | have no further
guestions, M. Chairman.

MR. STEIN. Thank you, Dr. Klemens. M. Lynch?

MR, LYNCH: Just a few questions, M. Chairman. First,
a housekeeping type of thing. | noticed in this application
and in other applications from Eversource or your
predecessor, CL&P, or petitions, you' re doing a new |line, but
you changed t he nunber of the old lines. | don't understand
t he purpose for that.

MR GAGNON. It has to do wth safety, safety of the

line crews out in the field. At one tine, we used changed




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

62

one of the lines and not the other. W actually had an

i nci dent where we had a cell tower go up after we did sone
reconstruction of the line, and no one knew if that |ine was
on the new piece or the old piece, the way it was desi gnated.
So we've taken a new approach where we renaned the |ine on
bot h si des.

MR. LYNCH: OCh, okay. That was a sinple one. And ny
second housekeepi ng question, you say within the application
that during construction, you're trying to keep the | ay down
there, you're within the right-of-way. But if you have to go
out si de, would you rent or buy the properties?

MR GAGNON: Yes. W would try to use Eversource
properties first, but then we'd | ook for commerci al
properties that have maybe parking | ots not being used or
properties that have avail abl e space. Yes. W'd usually
have the contractor go and acquire those. Not necessarily
acquire, but rent the location fromthe | andowner.

MR. LYNCH: The -- you discuss within the application
undergrounding viability, and |'"'msure we will hear nore
about it. How viable is the undergrounding alternative, and
woul d you -- | know why you're going over it, but would you
entertain sonmething if the Council says that you' ve got to do
under groundi ng and m x and mat ch?

MR. GAGNON: W did | ook at doing sone undergroundi ng.

When you conpare it to the coast of overheading, it becones
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pretty prohibitive.
MR LYNCH: | know that's reason for it, it's

prohibitive; but I'mjust saying, if you could m x and match

it -- sone underground, sone overhead?
MR. GAGNON: Maybe 1'll ask -- he's in the real estate
group. I'mnot sure if we actually have underground rights

on sone of these, so we have to investigate having
underground rights. If we're |ooking at the transm ssion on
aright-of-way. Going into public roads which mght --

MR. LYNCH: Yes. That's the super --

MR. GAGNON: That was sonething --

MR. LYNCH: That was actually nentioned sonethi ng about
goi ng out public --

MR. GAGNON: Yes. That was one of our options that we
| ooked at. A |lot nore expensive.

MR. LYNCH: Now, this is sonething that -- | nean, [|'ve
been hearing now for 20 years, the Sout hwest Connecti cut
Reliability Project. And | renenber M. Sodernan's father
comng in and tal king about it 20 years ago. And here it is
in the application, you know, and | SO [i naudi bl e] how nmuch
| onger are we going to have this Sout hwest Connecti cut
Reliability Project in place? Are we ever going to finish
it?

MR GAGNON: | wouldn't really know the details, but

overall, what we did is just split up the project. W just
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couldn't tackle everything at once. Southwest Connecticut is
a very congested area, so they wanted to build a backbone
first; so they focused on that. At this point, we're
begi nning to | ook at the | oad pocket issues, and that's what
| SO is focusing on

MR. LYNCH |I'mgoing to go back. Excuse ne. W did
the 345. W did the first 115. That was supposed to take
care of the | oad pockets here. Here we are again, a few
years later, still |ooking at the same probl em

MR. SCARFONE: | was here then. Renenber what we said
i n the Sout hwest Connecticut 345 kV group?

MR LYNCH You will have to refresh ny nenory.

MR. SCARFONE: So we cane in and we go hand first, and
then we cane back. And we indicated to the Siting Council
M. Zak, that in our studies, there were still, | think
about 20 other | oad pocket issues that we didn't address back
then. We were very concentrated on addressing the 345 kV
network. So we hit that, we solved that problemfirst, and
now we have cone back to this application and nany petitions
to clean up the local 115 kV problens that were identified
back t hen.

MR LYNCH: | just | had to ask. And lastly, when you
get done with the new right-of-way, and it's all cleared, are
you opening up an attractive nuisance once it's cleared for

ATVs, dirt bi kes, snowmbiles in the wnter and so on?
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MR GAGNON:. We're going to be working with the |and
owners to see if soneone wants that opened. | have a teenage
boy. Yes, I'd look at something like that; but we do try to
have barriers and work with the | andowners of that property
and see if they want gates or barrage.

MR. LYNCH: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank you,

Ever sour ce.

MR, STEIN: Thank you, M. Lynch. Attorney Lu?

MR. LU Thank you, M. Chairman. | guess | was just
wondering, how did Eversource determ ne which residents
receive notice of this project and which don't?

MR GAGNON: | think it's actually out on the
application process. It identifies that all abutting
| andowners have to be notified. And do you want to take --
"1l have Farah answer the questi on.

M5. OKOMARO. We notified the substation abutters
according to the application guideline.

MR LU  Okay. And Eversource doesn't go beyond what's
required at all?

M5. OKOMARO W sonetinmes do outreach separate fromthe
application; however, what's notified and docunented and
received, receipt of the notification to the substation
abutters.

MR. GAGNON: One of the big things we do to make sure

folks in the town are notified is we do have an open house,




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

66

and we invite the public to cone in and take a | ook at the
pr oposed proj ect.
MR. LU How are they notified of the open house? Just

by mail or signs?

M5. OKOMARO. We do a bill insert to notify them
MR LU Okay. Thank you. That's all | have, M.
Chai r man.

MR STEIN. Just to follow up, do you know how many
peopl e approxi mately showed up for the open house?

M5. OKOMARO It was lightly attended. |'mgoing to say
maybe 30, if that. | don't knowif it was that nuch. |
don't recall the exact nunber.

MR STEIN. Are there any nore questions?

MR. MURPHY: The definition of "abutter" is someone who
touches the right-of-way with their | and? What about the
Cross street?

M5. OKOMARO. The definition is sonmeone that actually
abuts, you know, directly touches the --

MR, MJRPHY: "Abutting"” nmeans "touching"?

M5. OKOMARO: Correct.

MR. MJURPHY: O what if soneone has a right-of-way that

M5. OKOMARO. The right-of-way abuts?

MR MJRPHY: Correct. Someone across the street woul d
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OKOVAROC! Correct.
MURPHY:  Thank you.

2 3 0

STEIN. Dr. Kl enmens?

DR. KLEMENS: Senator Mirphy asked the very questions |
was goi ng to ask

MR. STEIN. M. Mercier?

MR. MERCI ER. Yeah. Just to go back on road di scussion
that we had earlier, the access road that would be built, a
20-foot-wi de travel surface was discussed and potentially
coul d be reduced slightly. Once the project is finished and
it's operational, for your access road, | believe in the
application, they remain in place. |Is that correct? Unless
the property opener wants them renoved?

MR. GAGNON: Yes. The preferred nethod is to | eave them
in place unless the property owner is requesting us not to.

MR. MERCIER: Are they going to be painting a clear
stake so that 10 years from now when shrubs are grow ng
you'll trimthose back?

MR GAGNON:  Well, what we do is, we would talk with the
| andowner. Sonetines we actually cover themw th sone
topsoil if the | andowner prefers it be covered. Sonetinmes we
| eave it all open, and the natural re-vegetation of the area
woul d - -

MR. MERCIER Again, | assune that's the sane with the

wor k pads?
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MR, GAGNON:  True.

MR MERCIER. W figure a work pad is 100 X 100, a
gravel zone, does the crane utilize one half of that? O why
such a | arge amount of space for --

MR. GAGNON: There's different setups for different
types of work tasks. |If you're pulling the transm ssion |line
in, you need to have a pulling station, a tensioner, and sone
vehicles. If you're working at a structure, you can just use
a |l arge bucket truck next to the structure. So it really
j ust depends on the size of the work task that needs to be
done.

MR. MERCIER: There's also a mninmm generally, of 100
X 100, even though the task could be the smallest?

MR. GAGNON: The snmallest, yeah. In the application, it
tal ks about 100 X 300.

M5. MANGO. Just to clarify this issue about the work
pads and roads. | think, you know, |'ve been involved in the
project for along tinme, and | think we initially asked for
| ess wi de roads; but on the Greater Springfield Reliability
Project, for exanple, where we had rugged terrain and there
had to be grading, the access roads got wi der than -- we
used to ask for 16 feet was the standard road; and in
wet | ands, typically 16 feet wide with tinber mats. But what
happened was that we were bl eeding over the 16 feet and ended

up having to grade. So then we kept having to cone back to
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not only you, to inland/ wetland or sonething for changes, and
literally had sonme people out there neasuring with a tape.

So we subsequently devel oped projects, for
exanple, for the Interstate Reliability Project, we sinply
asked for like a 16- to 20-foot-wi de travel surface with
maybe 25-feet w de, your total inpact area.

Now, if the contractor gets out there, and he
doesn't need that, he doesn't build it. The contracts are, |
think, fairly well witten. M. Gagnon and M. Soderman can
tal k about that. So that doesn't happen, just spreading
gravel willy-nilly; but we didn't want to get into a
situation where every single tine we went 18 feet or 20 feet,
we had to go back for a change.

And the other thing is, when these work pads,
100 x 100, that's the standard, as M. Gagnon expl ai ned. But
we use this to estimate our inpacts, too, because we have to
estimat e sonet hi ng.

Now, if we have a -- this project, we don't
have a situation -- this situation, but if you went back and
| ooked at the D & Mplans for the interstate project, those
pads | ooked like jigsaw puzzles. W had to jigger our way
around coastal resources. Sonme had corners cut off.

So there's a lot of things that we can do at a
particular site, but we don't want to ever say, Let's go with

60, 40, that's always going to be great, because you may need




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

70

100 once you're in the field. Once you figure things out,
the contractor can maybe do better. |If anyone el se wants to
add sonething. |'ve spent three years on interstate, so |'ve
seen all of this.

MR MERCIER So | think what you' re saying is that
there is a field attenpt to mnimze sone of the construction
related --

M5. MANGO  Absolutely, but we need sone kind of
standard to go into our applications with, with all the
different agencies. And in sone cases, yes, you're going to
need 100 feet. You're going to need 100 X 100, full work
pads. If you're at an angle, you're going to need nore. Can
you do sonething to maybe reduce it at the resource site? W
can certainly try. In sone cases, we had to put sand down
and, you know, create sone kind of a pad to reduce the
pressure so that we could still use the work pad w thout
damagi ng the subsurface. So there is things that we can do
when we get into, like, a field plan, final construction
anal ysi s.

MR. MERCI ER. Thank you. Dr. Klenens?

DR. KLEMENS: | do have one nore question, getting back
to the notification. W received a letter fromthe resident
of 29 Birch Drive in Bethel. Can you tell me where that is
on your map so | can see where that particular residence is?

They said they were not notified, and it m ght be because
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they don't fall within the notification zone.

MR. GAGNON: | think that woul d be explained on Page 11
of 14.

DR. KLEMENS: Page 11 of 14. | believe it's 210, Line
210. Is that the page on your definition of "abutter"?

MR, GAGNON: Well, the abutters that we tal ked about
were abutters to the substation. And the right-of-way,
people were notified by doing the open house session.

DR. KLEMENS: So you don't notify any of the abutters on
t he right-of -way?

MR, GAGNON:. What we do is we -- for the open house,
what we do is we contact themthrough the billing service;
and we have public outreach people call if soneone cones and
contacts them and wants nore infornmation regarding the
proj ect .

DR. KLEMENS: So the only people that are formally
notified is abutters, the people around the substation, and
all these people along the right-of-way, including the people
that have the red, big maple tree we're tal king about? None
of those people were formally sent a letter from Eversource
i nform ng them of these proceedi ngs?

M5. OKOMARO. They were notified via the open house,
which we included in a bill insert; so they were notified
fromthat standpoint. They weren't formally notified by

certified letter, in getting receipts back, which were part
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of the guidelines, things we only needed to do for substation
abutters.

MR. GAGNON: For exanple, in tal king about the tree, we
went forward and nade contact with them W know they're
going to want to know nore about the project, and we had
outreach fol ks go and nmake contact with them and we did.

MR STEIN:. There are specific requirenents, and |
bel i eve our executive director will enlighten us.

M5. BACHVAN: Thank you, M. Chairman. Under 16-50 |,
the notice requirenents are very well spelled out for
transm ssion |ines, because we often have transm ssion |lines
that are nmnultiple mles |long with naybe thousands of
abutters, that legislature has required that billing inserts
be included for at | east 60 days before a contact -- an
application, and that is deened to be proper notification for
a project of this scope. Thank you, M. Chairnan.

MR. STEIN. Thank you. M. Mercer?

MR MERCIER: Yes. 1In regards to that property nunber,
210, on your map here, that was 29 Birch Drive, and that
individual did wite a cooment card at the open house. And
one of their concerns on the card was, you know, you will be
clearing up to the right-of-way, obviously, the edge of the
right-of-way, but one of their comments was they were
concerned they would go onto their property outside the

ri ght-of-way and chop down large trees. Do you anticipate
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sonething like that occurring as part of this project, if
they were not sick or --

MR. GAGNON:. The only tinme they would go outside of the
limts of clearing is if there's sonething called a "danger
tree." That tree is substantially large, where it has the
potential, if it does fall, close enough to where the |ine
can fall. So these areas, we work with the | andowner to see
if we can -- anything outside of the clearing limts, we have
to make sure we have | andowner permission. It cannot be done
wi t hout | andowner perm ssion.

MR. MERCIER So a "danger tree" includes healthy, |arge
trees also, if they're very large -- not sick, no soil
conditions, just a general |arge tree?

MR. GAGNON:. That's correct. There are two categories
-- a hazard tree and in-danger tree.

MR. MERCI ER:  Thank you. Any other questions or
comments? |If not, Council is going to recess at this point.
We're going to resune at 7:00 p.m for the public comments

session. Thank you.

(Adjourned: 5:02 p.m)
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