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August 16, 2010 
 
Ms. Nicole Dentamaro 
Environmental Coordinator 
Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. 
54 Tuttle Place 
Middletown, CT 06457-1847 
 
RE: Preliminary Archeological Assessment of a Proposed Telecommunications Tower Located 

at 8 Barnes Road, Falls Village, Connecticut  
 
Ms. Dentamaro: 
 
Heritage Consultants, LLC, is pleased to have this opportunity to provide Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc., 
with the following preliminary archeological assessment of a proposed telecommunications tower located 
at 8 Barnes Road in Falls Village, Connecticut (Figure 1). The current project entailed completion of an 
existing conditions cultural resources summary based on the examination of GIS data obtained from the 
Connecticut State Historic Preservation Office, as well as historic maps, aerial photographs, and 
topographic quadrangles maintained by Heritage Consultants, LLC. This investigation did not consider 
the effects of the proposed construction upon built resources, and it is based upon project location 
information provided to Heritage Consultants, LLC by Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. The objectives of 
this study were: 1) to gather and present data regarding previously identified cultural resources situated 
within the vicinity of the Areas of Potential Effect; 2) to investigate the proposed project parcel in terms 
of its natural and historical characteristics; and 3) to evaluate the need for completing additional cultural 
resources investigations.  
 
As Figures 2 and 3 depict, a well-developed network of roads was established in the project region by the 
mid to late nineteenth century; however, prior to 1874, the region surrounding the project area appears to 
have been sparsely settled. Even after that time, no residences were constructed on what is now known as 
Cobble Hill. This is likely related to the fact that the landscape feature upon which the proposed tower 
will be constructed is very steep and exceedingly rocky. In addition, Figure 4, which is an aerial image 
dating from 1934, also shows that local residences and commercial buildings are situated along the 
roadways that skirt along the edge of Cobble Hill to the north, west, and south. No structures are visible 
on Cobble Hill in the early portion of the twentieth century. Figure 5 confirms the rugged nature of the 
Area of Potential Effect, and it shows that this parcel consisted of an outlying, unused piece of land. The 
area remained forested and largely inaccessible due to extreme slopes. The aerial image depicted in 
Figure 6 demonstrates that while Cobble Hill was forested as of 1970, a winding dirt road extends from 
Barnes Road to the summit of Cobble Hill. Since no structures are visible either along or at the terminus 
of the pathway, it is likely that it represents a logging road or hiking trail. Figure 7, an aerial image dating 
from 1995, shows much the same pattern as Figure 6; that is, the area in the vicinity of the proposed tower 
location remained heavily forested and only accessible via the previously established logging road or trail. 
Finally, the 2008 aerial image shown in Figures 8 reveals that even in modern times Cobble Hill remains 
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forested and largely unused. The only change to Cobble Hill as of 2008 is the appearance of a cleared area 
at the summit of the hill. Since no structures are visible in the vicinity of the clearing, which is located to 
the southeast of the proposed tower location, it is likely that this opening in the forest canopy is related to 
modern logging efforts. 
 
Finally, a review of previously recorded cultural resources on file with the Connecticut State Historic 
Preservation Office revealed that a single National Register of Historic Places property and four 
archaeological sites have been identified within the project region (Figures 9 and 10). However, 
comparison of these maps with a topographic map of the region (Figure 1) reveals that all of the 
previously identified cultural resources have been recorded in the low lying areas surrounding Cobble Hill 
and in association with the numerous wetlands and waterways found in those areas. No archeological sites 
have been identified on Cobble Hill. This is likely due to the fact that the area is characterized by 
extremely sloping areas, as well as rocky soils. As a result, it is unlikely that intact cultural deposits are 
situated within the proposed project parcel. Thus, it is the professional opinion of Heritage Consultants, 
LLC that no further archeological investigations of the proposed telecommunications tower are 
warranted. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this Technical Memorandum, or if we may be of additional assistance 
with this or any other projects you may have, please do not hesitate to call us at 860-667-3001 or email us 
info@heritage-consultants.com. We are at your service. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Catherine M. Labadia, M.A. 
President & Principal Investigator 



Figure 1. Excerpt from recent USGS topographic quadrangle map, depicting the proposed 

telecommunications tower location in Falls Village, Connecticut. 
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Figure 2. Excerpt from an 1853 historic map depicting the proposed telecommunications tower 

location in Falls Village, Connecticut. 
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Figure 3. Excerpt from an 1874 historic map depicting the proposed telecommunications tower 

location in Falls Village, Connecticut. 
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Figure 4. Excerpt from a 1934 aerial image depicting the proposed telecommunications tower 

location in Falls Village, Connecticut. 
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Figure 5. Excerpt from a 1952 aerial image depicting the proposed telecommunications tower 

location in Falls Village, Connecticut. 
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Figure 6. Excerpt from a 1970 aerial image, depicting the proposed telecommunications tower 

location in Falls Village, Connecticut. 
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Figure 7. Excerpt from a 1995 aerial image, depicting the proposed telecommunications tower 

location in Falls Village, Connecticut. 
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Figure 8. Excerpt from a 2008 aerial image depicting the proposed telecommunications tower 

location in Falls Village, Connecticut. 
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Figure 9. Digital map depicting the locations of previously recorded National Register of Historic 

Places properties in the vicinity of the proposed telecommunications tower location in 

Falls Village, Connecticut. 

 



 

Figure 10. Digital map depicting the locations of previously recorded cultural resources in the vicinity 

of the proposed telecommunications tower location in Falls Village, Connecticut. 

 




