[

JAN 13 20t

STATE OF CONNECTICUT
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL

N RE C@NNEC}T&%%TL
APPLICATION OF NEW CINGULAR, : SITING CO
WIRELESS PCS, LLC FOR . DOCKET NO. 408

A CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL

COMPATIBILITY AND PUBLIC NEED FOR

THE CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE AND :

OPERATION OF A TELECOMMUNICATIONS :

FACILITY AT 95 BALANCE ROCK ROAD : ”
HARTLAND, CONNECTICUT : JANUARY {5, 2010

PRE-FILED TESTIMONY OF WADE COLE,
FIRST SELECTMAN OF THE TOWN OF HARTLAND

1. Q As the First Selectman, what are your primary concerns regarding New
Cingular's proposed telecommunications tower?

A. As First Selectman, | have a responsibility to represent the interests and
concerns of the residents of our community in Hartland. Many residents as
evidenced by the petiton provided to me (copy attached) object to the site

chosen by the applicant for the installation of their tower. These concerns are
based squarely on the tower’s negative impact on our community including its
visual impact on both residents and those visitors to our community who come to

enjoy our scenic vistas; the impact on nearby residential land value; and its
inconsistency with our Plan of Conservation and Development.

Our residents have also raised questions about the applicant's actual need for a

tower in this location. There are already two existing towers in our community

that offer service to other cell phone providers without coverage interruption. We
would submit that there may be an alternative means by which the applicant may
be able to use to increase its coverage in Hartland including adjustment of the

placement and/or direction of its existing antennas on these towers.

Importantly, representatives of our inland Wetland Commission and Planning

and Zoning Commission have raised significant concerns with the application’'s
inconsistency with our wetland and zoning regulations. Both of these agencies

have prepared and are submitting written summaries of their concerns.

Further, as raised by our residents in their petition, there may be aiternate sites
(including a parcel of Town owned land that is currently being investigated) that

would offer the same or similar cell phone coverage for the applicant’s
customers which sites would have less impact on our residents and may be
more compatible with our POCD.



2. Q. Is the proposed cellular communication tower consistent with the Town’s Plan of
Conservation and Development?

A. No. The primary objectives of Hartland’s 2007 Plan of Conservation and
Development (POCD) includes the preservation and protection of the rural

character of our community. The placement of the proposed tower in this location
is inconsistent with this objective.

In sum, we submit that on balance the negative impacts that this application would
have on our community would far outweigh any advantages it may provide.

The statements above are true and complete to the best of my knowledge.
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Date Wade Cole
First Selectman

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this /. ///day of January 2011,
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Commissioner of Superior Court
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