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On August 24, 2009, Phoenix Partnership, LLC (Phoenix) applied to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) for the construction, maintenance and management of a wireless telecommunications facility to be located at 50 Devine Street in the Town of North Haven, Connecticut.  Phoenix is seeking to develop a facility on property owned by 424 Chapel Street, LLC and used as a warehouse.  Phoenix’s objective in locating a facility at this location is to provide service on I-91, State Highway 40, and the Wilbur Cross Parkway (State Highway 15) in North Haven.  Youghiogheny Communications Northeast, LLC d/b/a Pocket Wireless (Pocket), a wireless carrier licensed by the Federal Communications Commission to provide Advanced Wireless Services in Connecticut, participated as an intervenor in this proceeding to demonstrate their need for this facility.  
Phoenix proposes to construct a 120-foot monopole within a 70-foot by 70-foot (4,900 square feet) compound on a 6.037-acre parcel occupied by an industrial warehouse.  The tower and compound will be located adjacent to a paved parking area in the southeasterly corner of the parcel.  Phoenix would plant some evergreen trees for screening on the west side of the proposed compound. Underground utilities would be extended from an existing utility pole on Devine Street to the proposed facility.  The tower would be designed to support the antennas of a total of six carriers with full platform arrays and a 30-foot extension if additional tower height is needed at this location for other carriers.  
The tower setback radius extends approximately 30 feet onto the adjacent property to the east.  Phoenix would design a yield point into the proposed tower in order to contain the setback radius on the host property.  The Council will order the inclusion of a tower yield point at a height of 90 feet above ground level in the development and management plan to prevent the tower from extending onto the adjacent property in the event of a tower failure.
The proposed tower would be at least partially visible year-round from approximately 50 acres within a two-mile radius. It would be at least partially visible, during leaf-off conditions, from an additional approximately 78 acres. Areas from which the proposed tower would be visible are mostly within a one-mile radius of the site and are confined to the major transportation routes of I-91, Route 40, and Route 5. Fewer than 12 residences would have views of the proposed tower during leaf-on conditions. These residences are located along Route 5, within mixed




commercial/residential areas. The proposed tower would not be visible from the Pines Bridge Historic District, located approximately 0.7 miles to the north, or from the Wilbur Cross Highway, Sleeping Giant State Park, Quinnipiac State Park, or Wharton Brook State Park, which are located between two and five miles to the north of the proposed tower. 
The nearest wetlands to the proposed facility are located more than 100 feet to the north and east of the proposed facility. No impacts to the wetlands would be anticipated from development of the facility. The proposed facility is, however, located within the boundary of the 100-year floodplain. The elevation of the 100-year flood in this area is 9.5 feet above mean sea level (AMSL). The finished ground elevation at the base of the proposed tower would be 7.87 feet AMSL. In order to minimize potential flood damage to equipment used at the tower, the Council will order all ground equipment to be installed at a level greater than the 100-year flood elevation. 
The proposed facility is also located within the area regulated under Connecticut’s Coastal Management Program. It would not, however, adversely impact coastal resources as defined by the Connecticut Coastal Management Act. These resources include: water quality, coastal water circulation patterns, natural erosion patterns, natural or existing drainage patterns, coastal flooding, visual quality, essential wildlife, finfish, or shellfish habitat, and tidal wetlands, beaches and dunes, rocky shorefronts, and bluffs and escarpments.  
Development of the proposed facility would not affect any extant populations of Federal or State Endangered, Threatened or Special Concern Species. It would have no effect on historic, architectural, or archaeological resources listed on or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.

After reviewing the record in this proceeding, the Council finds the proposed facility is located at a site that will minimize visual intrusion into established, residential neighborhoods and that will allow a licensed carrier to provide coverage to areas it cannot currently cover along major transportation routes. 
According to a methodology prescribed by the FCC Office of Engineering and Technology Bulletin No. 65E, Edition 97-01 (August 1997), the radio frequency power density levels of the antennas Pocket proposes to install on the tower have been calculated to amount to 0.0553 mW/cm2 or 5.53% of the FCC’s Maximum Permissible Exposure, as measured at the base of the tower. This percentage is well below federal and state standards established for the frequencies used by wireless companies.  If federal or state standards change, the Council will require that the tower be brought into compliance with such standards.  The Council will require that the power densities be recalculated in the event other carriers add antennas to the tower. The Telecommunications Act of 1996 prohibits any state or local agency from regulating telecommunications towers on the basis of the environmental effects of radio frequency emissions to the extent that such towers and equipment comply with FCC’s regulations concerning such emissions.
Based on the record in this proceeding, the Council finds that the effects associated with the construction, management, and maintenance of the telecommunications facility at the proposed site, including effects on the natural environment; ecological integrity and balance; public health and safety; scenic, historic, and recreational values; forests and parks; air and water purity; and fish and wildlife are not disproportionate either alone or cumulatively with other effects when compared to need, are not in conflict with policies of the State concerning such effects, and are not sufficient reason to deny this application.  Therefore, the Council will issue a Certificate for the construction, management, and maintenance of a 120-foot monopole telecommunications facility at 50 Devine Street, North Haven, Connecticut. 







