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On December 7, 2007, Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless (Verizon) applied to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) for the construction, operation, and maintenance of a wireless telecommunications facility at 359 Litchfield Road, in New Milford, Connecticut.  The purpose of the proposed facility is to provide wireless telecommunication service to Route 202 in the Northville area of New Milford.  
Optasite Towers LLC (Optasite) and Omnipoint Communications, Inc. (T-Mobile) also identified a need for a facility in the Northville area and submitted a separate application to the Council on December 7, 2007 for a 140-foot tower in the same general area, designated as Docket 342.  The Council held a common evidentiary hearing to determine, in part, whether one tower could meet the mobile telecommunications needs of both Verizon and T-Mobile in the Northville area.
The proposed site is located on a 3.85-acre parcel owned by the Northville Volunteer Fire Department in the village of Northville.  The parcel, developed with a firehouse, fronts the west side of Route 202 and extends along Big Bear Hill Road to the northeast.  A deeply incised intermittent watercourse runs along the property boundary, adjacent to Big Bear Hill Road.  
Verizon proposes to construct a 150-foot monopole within a 36-foot by 93-foot equipment compound in the rear, wooded portion of the property.  The tower setback radius would extend onto the abutting property to the west by 87 feet and onto Big Bear Hill Road.  Since the site is located on a steep hillside, a significant amount of grading would be required to develop the compound and access drive.  The site would be cut into the hillside, requiring a 15-foot high, 140-foot long retaining wall.  
The site is located in a rural residential area of New Milford with 17 residences within 1,000 feet of the site.  The nearest residence is approximately 200 feet to the northeast.  Another three residences across from the site on Big Bear Hill Road and one on Laurel Lane, abutting the site, are within 450 to 600 feet of the tower.   
Although the proposed site would provide adequate coverage for Verizon, connecting to an existing site on Elkington Farm Road near New Milford center and the Verizon site under construction at 6 Mountain Road in Washington, T-Mobile’s coverage models indicate that its coverage penetration to the northeast on Route 202 would be approximately two miles less than the proposed D 342 site.  Additionally, Verizon indicated the D 342 site would meet its coverage objectives at a tower height of 117 feet.  Therefore, the Council finds that the D 342 site offers superior coverage on Route 202 at a slightly lower tower height than the Verizon site proposed in this application.   
Visual impacts of the tower would be detrimental to the surrounding neighborhood.  Several residences in close proximity to the site would have year-round, near tower views of the upper portions of the structure.  Seasonal views from these same residences could include the entire facility since Big Bear Hill Road pass directly northeast of the site, eliminating a natural buffer to nearby homes.  Views from adjacent roads, including Big Bear Hill Road, Route 202 and Upland Road, would be continuous in nature rather than isolated spot views. 

Based on the record in this application and that of D 342, the Council finds the proposed site to be visually obtrusive to the surrounding area, environmentally disruptive to the site property, and sited too close to an abutting property.  Additionally, an alternative location exists in Docket 342 that would satisfy the coverage objectives of Verizon and T-Mobile in a non-obtrusive manner.  Therefore, the Council will deny this application.  
