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General Background 
 
Mr. Gustafson is a Professional Soil Scientist with twenty years of experience in the 
environmental field. As the leader of VHB’s Middletown, Conn., office’s Environmental 
Group, he manages environmental permitting, NEPA/CEPA documentation, wetlands 
(delineation, evaluation, mitigation design, monitoring, stream restoration, and local, state 
and federal permitting), water-quality investigations, coastal-zone-management studies, and 
natural-resource and ecological evaluations.  Mr. Gustafson has particular expertise in 
wetland identification, soil mapping, soil classification, vegetative and hydrology surveys, 
wetland impact assessment, wetland mitigation design and oversight.  In addition, he has 
extensive experience in local, state, and federal wetland permitting.  Furthermore, he is highly 
qualified in delineating wetlands according to the Federal Interagency Method’s three-
parameter approach and has extensive wetland mapping experience in Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, New York and New Jersey.  Mr. Gustafson has been responsible for the 
mapping of all wetlands during several town-wide wetland identification and evaluation 
projects.  In addition, he has experience in wetland quality assessments using various 
evaluation models including the federal Descriptive Approach, Connecticut Wetland 
Evaluation Method (Bulletin No. 9), and the Golet Wetland Wildlife Evaluation Method.  Mr. 
Gustafson also has experience applying the Massachusetts Wildlife Habitat Protection 
Guidance for Inland Wetlands (March 2006).  Mr. Gustafson has been involved in over 1,000 
wetland projects in more than 170 towns throughout New England and the Northeast. 
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Key Wetland Projects 
 
Telecommunications Carrier Wetland Program 
Project Manager for major telecommunications carrier’s wetland program.  Responsible for 
wetland delineation, assessment, mitigation, alternatives analysis, design review for permit 
feasibility, and successful permitting of over 50 wireless telecommunications facilities with 
local wetland/conservation commissions in the Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island 
market areas. 
 
Certificate for Environmental Compatibility and Public Need, Utility Client, Connecticut 
Task Manager in support of Application to the Connecticut Siting Council (CSC) for the 
permitting of a new 345/115 kV substation in eastern Connecticut.  This project required 
extensive coordination of numerous team members, including client’s in-house discipline 
managers and engineers, consultants, legal counsel, VHB staff, and subcontractors. 
Responsible for natural resources inventories of existing flora and fauna, habitat evaluations, 
wetland delineations and local wetland permit application.  
 
Ferry Street Bridge, New Haven 
Responsible for environmental permitting of this bridge with local, state and federal 
regulatory agencies including City of New Haven, CTDEP Office of Long Island Sound, U.S. 
Coast Guard, and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
 
National Retailer, Rocky Hill 
Responsible for wetland permitting of a multi-tenant retail development resulting in 
significant wetland impacts resulting in the creation of a wetland mitigation area exceeding  
1 acre is size.  Wetland permits were secured from the Rocky Hill Wetland Agency, CTDEP 
and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for wetland impacts and wetland mitigation area. 
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Luxury Residential Development 
Project manager for an award-winning luxury residential community developer.  Provided 
project management and technical direction for wetland compliance of projects undertaken in 
Connecticut including wetland determination, evaluation, mitigation design and local, state 
and Army Corps of Engineers permitting. 
 
Retail Wetland Program 
Project manager for the Connecticut office for large retail Client Fee-for-Service and Turnkey 
Developer Programs.  Provide project management and technical direction for wetland 
compliance of projects undertaken in Connecticut including wetland determination, 
evaluation, mitigation design and local, state and Army Corps of Engineers permitting.   
 
Luxury Automobile Dealership, Hartford, CT 
Provided critical wetland support services in the successful approval of a new luxury 
automobile dealership.  Services included both CT and federal wetland delineation, wetland 
evaluation and alternatives assessment for wetland impacts, City of Hartford and Army Corps 
of Engineers wetland permit preparation, and coordination with City planning staff. 
 

Wetlands Survey and Permitting, ConnDOT Maintenance Facility. 
Performed both a state and federal wetland survey and delineation in conjunction with the 
submission and successful obtainment of a CTDEP Inland Wetlands and Watercourses permit 
and 401 Water Quality Certifications to conduct remedial activities within and adjacent to 
existing floodplain wetlands. 
 

Wetlands Survey at Historic Industrial Facility, Norwalk, CT 
Performed both state and federal wetland surveys in conjunction with a proposed remediation 
of impacted materials located adjacent to a coastal tidal river.  Assessed necessary wetland 
regulatory requirements and secured permits from the Connecticut Department of 
Environmental Protection Office of the Long Island Sound and Army Corps of Engineers. 
 
Wetland Survey, U.S. Naval Subbase, Groton, CT 
Task Manager.  Delineation of both state and federally regulated wetlands in conjunction with 
a remedial investigation at this Superfund site.  Also assisted in developing specifications and 
plans for both in-kind and out-of-kind wetland mitigation for areas impacted with the 
proposed corrective-action activities. 

 
Town of Cromwell, Wetland Mapping and Inventory Project, Cromwell, CT 
Task Manager.  Town wide study included the field mapping and classification/ evaluation of 
all the wetlands within the municipality according to the State of Connecticut Inland 
Wetlands and Watercourses regulations and Federal criteria ( Army Corps of Engineers). 
 

Town of Fairfield, Wetlands Mapping Project, Fairfield, CT 
Project Manager.  Assisted in the field delineation of wetlands and watercourses for the entire 
municipality according to the State of Connecticut Inland Wetland Regulations. 
 
 

Wetland Mapping, Correctional Institution, Somers/Enfield, CT 
Assistant Project Manager.  Responsibilities included mapping wetlands according to the 
standards set forth by the State of Connecticut for the 1,700+ acre facility and the production 
of a high-intensity soil survey and wetland map of the property. 
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Education B.S. University of Massachusetts, Plant and Soil Sciences, 1988 

 
Graduate coursework, University of New Hampshire 

 

   
Affiliations Member, Lebanon Inland Wetlands and Watercourses 

Commission, since 1995. 
 

   
Registration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Certifications 

Professional Soil Scientist, Society of Soil Scientists of Southern 
New England, since 1988. 
 
Connecticut Association of Wetland Scientists. 
 
Association of Massachusetts Wetland Scientists. 
 
OSHA Hazardous Water Operations and Emergency Response 
(HAZWOPER) Training (29 CFR 1910.120) 
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Memorandum To: Chuck Regulbuto 
Optasite Towers LLC 
One Research Drive, Suite 200C 
Westborough, MA 01581 

Date: June 11, 2008 

Project No.: 4099.16 

 From: Dean Gustafson 
Professional Soil Scientist 

Re: Wetland Determination Review 
Proposed Optasite Towers Site 
497A Wickham Road 
Glastonbury, Connecticut 

 
Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. (VHB) has completed on-site investigations to determine if the 
wetland and watercourse delineation conducted by Kleinfelder East, Inc. on June 5, 2007 at 497A 
Wickham Road, Glastonbury, Connecticut is substantially correct (see attached Kleinfelder Wetland 
& Watercourse Delineation Report). 
 
The wetland inspection was conducted by reviewing the previously delineated wetland boundary 
on June 11, 2008.  The inspection focused on areas within 150 feet of the proposed Optasite Towers 
development (e.g., access road, stream crossing and telecommunications facility). 
 
Minor amendments to small areas of flagged wetland line were made in two locations proximate to 
the proposed access road (see attached amended wetland flagging sketch maps).  Wetland flag 
sequence numbers 167 to 169 (Kleinfelder) were re-flagged to incorporate areas containing poorly 
drained wetland soils having characteristics consistent with a Wilbraham soil type.  The new 
wetland flag sequence is WF 169X to WF 167X.  An additional change to flagging sequence numbers 
156 to 158 (Kleinfelder) was made; the new sequence is WF 158X to WF 156X.  Soils in this area 
contain a sandy alluvial surface horizon, likely resulting from flooding during stormwater events 
and therefore is considered a regulated wetland area.  Dominant tree species in the vicinity of these 
areas include yellow birch, black birch, tulip poplar, red maple and eastern hemlock.  The areas of 
amended wetland boundary do not affect the proposed development activities proposed by Optasite 
Towers and are mentioned for reference purposes.  The remainder of the wetland delineation work 
was found to be substantially complete. 
 
The proposed tower site is characterized as forested upland with dominant tree species consisting of 
red oak, white oak, black birch, eastern hemlock, black oak, and tulip poplar.  Dominant understory 
plant species in the vicinity of the proposed tower location include maple leaf viburnum, Christmas 
fern, witch hazel, and lowbush blueberry. 
 
 
Enclosures 
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Memorandum To: Chuck Regulbuto 
Optasite Towers LLC 
One Research Drive, Suite 200C 
Westborough, MA 01581 

Date: June 11, 2008 

Project No.: 4099.16 

 From: Dean Gustafson 
Professional Soil Scientist 

Re: Wetland Determination Review 
Proposed Optasite Towers Site 
58 Montano Road 
Glastonbury, Connecticut 

 
Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. (VHB) has completed on-site investigations to confirm that no 
wetlands or watercourses are present on the proposed Optasite Towers Site at 58 Montano Road in 
Glastonbury, Connecticut.  A wetland and watercourse inspection was previously performed by Soil 
Science and Environmental Services, Inc. (SS&ES) on March 8, 2006 during which no wetlands or 
watercourses; a copy of the SS&ES report is enclosed. 
 
The Site was inspected on June 11, 2008 to confirm the previous findings of SS&ES.  The proposed 
Site consists of a developed residential property and adjoining upland forested areas bordering the 
north side of Montano Road and south side of Route 2.  The proposed access road would lead from 
Montano road east across the property towards a forested upland area of the subject property (refer 
to enclosed Site Access Map, Sheet No. A02, prepared by Clough Harbour & Assoc. LLP, dated 
09/17/07).  On site investigations confirmed that there are no wetlands or watercourses located on 
the parcel.  Upland glacial till soils previously identified by SS&ES, Woodbridge, Paxton and 
Montauk, were field confirmed.  Dominant overstory tree species identified in the vicinity of the 
proposed tower and access road include red oak, black oak, white oak, pignut hickory, American 
beech, black birch, tulip poplar, sugar maple, red maple, and black cherry.  Dominant plants 
observed in the understory include maple leaf viburnum, black cherry, spicebush, American beech, 
Virginia creeper, Christmas fern, jack-in-the-pulpit, Asiatic bittersweet, and smooth buckthorn.  The 
nearest wetland/watercourse area appears to be a narrow forested wetland and intermittent 
watercourse system located approximately 500 feet west of Montano Road and the start of the 
proposed access road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enclosures 
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