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Aging and Disability Services




Department of Aging and Disability Services (ADS)

Bureau of Education and Services for the Blind (BESB)

Advisory Board for Persons who are Blind or Visually Impaired -ABPBVI -Meeting 

December 19, 2024

Minutes

MEMBERS PRESENT
Chairwoman Eileen Akers; Elizabeth Rival; Stephan Thal; Mary Silverberg; Andrea Giudice

MEMBER ABSENT
Samuel Pride; Astread Ferron-Poole, Ex-Officio for the Commissioner, Department of Social Services; Katherine Guzman; Elizabeth Rival

OTHERS PRESENT 
Carol Jenkins, BESB Director; Mary Burgard, Vocational Rehabilitation Supervisor; Tyrell Sampson, BEP Program Supervisor; Jennifer Proto, ADS Legislative Liaison; Lisa Drew, BESB Administrative Assistant; Anthony Spence for Astread Ferron-Poole, Ex-Officio the Commissioner, Department of Social Services; Wendy Lusk; Phillip Magalnick; Charlotte Copenhaver; Lori St. Amand, BESB Volunteer Program Coordinator
Minutes of the Meeting for Action September 19, 2024  

Stephen Thal moved to approve the minutes for September 19th, 2024, and Mary Silverberg seconded the motion.

Old Business

Blind Americans Equality Day Stephen Thal

Stephen Thal reported the event was canceled, and We need to explore future interpreters to conduct the program. 

We need to conduct the safety program trainings for the , Blind, Deaf, DeafBlind and Hard of Hearing, and we need to explore recommendations to have sufficient interpreters for the program trainings. 

MOTION: The motion to accept that we need to conduct the safety program training for the Blind, Deaf, DeafBlind, and Hard of Hearing consumers, and we need to explore recommendations to have sufficient interpreters for the program training was carried out anonymously.

Adjournment

MOTION: The motion to adjourn the meeting was moved by Stephen Thal and seconded by Mary Silverberg.

Chairwoman Eileen Akers adjourned the meeting at 11:58 am

