STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

TO:

Superintendents of Selected School Districts
Hartford Area Magnet School Operators

FROM:

Glen Peterson, Division Director
Sheff Office

DATE:

March 20, 2019

SUBJECT:

Magnet School Bell Alignment and Transportation

The Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) funds the transportation of students to
magnet schools in the Hartford region as part of the Sheff v. O’Neill remedy. The cost to the
state is over $50 million annually. Currently, the majority of the buses are used only once in the
morning and once in the afternoon; i.e., the buses are used for only one route per day. Therefore,
given the current state fiscal constraints, the cost efficiency of the existing system was examined.
The CSDE worked with a national school transportation consulting firm and the magnet school
operators to examine the transportation system and to develop a two-tiered bell alignment
system. To implement this improved system, the CSDE will be aligning morning bell times at
the interdistrict magnet schools beginning in August 2019. The morning bell times will be
aligned so that most of the secondary schools will have a 7:30 a.m. start time and most of the
elementary schools will have an 8:40 a.m. start time. This bell alignment will solve the single
route per day issue; buses will be tiered and used for two routes each day.
As your transportation staff make plans to transport the resident students who attend magnet
schools located in your district, please be aware of the bell time changes. Attached is a list of the
Hartford Region Interdistrict Magnet Schools, arranged by the town in which they are located,
with the start and end times for each school.
If you have any questions, you may contact me at 860-713-6915 or glen.peterson@ct.gov.
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Charlene Russell-Tucker, Chief Operating Officer, CSDE
Kathy Demsey, Chief Financial Officer, CSDE
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