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Application for Meal Service through the SFSP and SSO
through December 31, 2020


On August 31, 2020, the USDA released nine nationwide waivers to extend flexibilities for the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) and Seamless Summer Option (SSO) of the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) through December 31, 2020. (Note: The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) reserves the right to withdraw this approval subject to the availability of funding). These waivers are available on the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) Operation of Child Nutrition Programs during Coronavirus (COVID-19) webpage. 

The nationwide waivers create options for sponsors to operate the summer nutrition programs, SFSP or SSO, during SY 2020-21 up through December 31, 2020 (subject to the availability of funding). School food authorities are not required to adopt the nationwide waivers and transition to SFSP or SSO operations. SFAs may choose to operate the School Breakfast Program (SBP) and National School Lunch Program (NSLP) for SY 2020-21 in its entirety. 

Sponsors that are interested in applying to the CSDE to operate the SSO or SFSP during SY 2020-21 through December 31, 2020, should complete and submit this application to CNPermanentAgreement@ct.gov as soon as possible, but no later than September 15, 2020. 

Important Note:
· SSO sponsors may serve and claim meals immediately upon submission of a complete application to CSDE. 
· SFSP sponsors’ meals are not reimbursable until the application is approved by CSDE in writing.

Please note that to operate SFSP, the sponsor must already have an approved SFSP sponsorship agreement in place. Sponsors that do not have a CSDE-approved SFSP sponsorship in place may apply to operate the SSO. 




This agreement is between the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) and the sponsor indicated below, and covers the period from the first instructional day of the academic school year of the service area through December 31, 2020 (subject to the availability of funding).

	Sponsor Name:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]     
	Agreement number:
	     



For the purposes of supporting access to nutritious meals while minimizing potential exposure to the novel coronavirus (COVID-19), the undersigned has the authority to enter this Agreement to (check one):
|_|	Continue to operate the National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program (SFAs currently authorized to operate NSLP & SBP only). All program regulations apply. Section A as outlined below does not apply. Do NOT complete the Site application portion of this application. Signature section still required.
|_|	Participate in the SSO of the NSLP 
(SFAs currently authorized to operate NSLP and SBP only).
|_|	Participate in the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) 
(Currently authorized SFSP sponsors only).

A.	It is mutually agreed between the CSDE and sponsor that:
1. The sponsor will comply with the applicable requirements of the SSO and/or the SFSP, including area eligibility requirements. The CSDE will be issuing an additional application to SFSP and SSO sponsors applying to operate during SY 2020-21 through December 31, 2020, in order to apply to waive area eligibility requirements in order to target benefits to children in need, for example, children who may be eligible for benefits due to the economic impacts of COVID-19. 
2. The sponsor agrees to ensure program compliance and integrity, including, but not limited to; maintaining accurate point of service meal counts, claiming, staff training, and communications to households. 
3. Meals must meet the regular menu planning requirements of the SSO or SFSP, based on which program is operated. Note: The SSO follows the NSLP (lunch) and SBP (breakfast) meal patterns.


Signatures
The person signing for the sponsor must be one of the two authorized representatives for the district or organization designated on the Agreement for Child Nutrition Programs (ED-099). The two authorized representatives include:
· the designated representative authorized to sign the Agreement for Child Nutrition Programs and to sign claims for reimbursement. This person is head of the governing body, e.g. the chief officer elected or appointed to assume legal responsibility for the organization (superintendent of schools, mayor, selectman, corporate president, chairperson of the board, pastor, or commissioner); and
· the designated representative authorized to sign the claims for reimbursement in the absence or incapacity of the first designated individual (assistant superintendent, business official, principal, headmaster, city or town manager, executive director, or deputy commissioner).
	

	
	

	
	Authorized Signer, printed name
	Title

	
	
	

	
	Authorized Signer, signature
	Date




The primary goal of meal service offered under these programs is to support access to nutritious meals while minimizing potential exposure to the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). Any sponsor seeking to implement this application agrees that all operations associated with the USDA’s SFSP or SSO will be in compliance with all federal, state, and local COVID-19 related requirements, guidelines and restrictions. The sponsor also agrees to fulfill all future requirements from the CSDE to update the information in the CNP Online Applications and Claiming System. 
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Part 2: Meal Site Information (Do not complete if you are continuing to operate the NSLP and/or SBP.)
For each meal site covered by this application request, indicate the first day of the academic school year. 

	Site name
	Site number
	First Day of Academic School Year
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	In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.  

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits.  Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: How to File a Complaint, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 
(1)	mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 
(2)	fax: (202) 690-7442; or 
(3)	email: program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
	The Connecticut State Department of Education is committed to a policy of equal opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified persons. The Connecticut Department of Education does not discriminate in any employment practice, education program, or educational activity on the basis of age, ancestry, color, criminal record (in state employment and licensing), gender identity or expression, genetic information, intellectual disability, learning disability, marital status, mental disability (past or present), national origin, physical disability (including blindness), race, religious creed, retaliation for previously opposed discrimination or coercion, sex (pregnancy or sexual harassment), sexual orientation, veteran status or workplace hazards to reproductive systems, unless there is a bona fide occupational qualification excluding persons in any of the aforementioned protected classes.

Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State Department of Education’s nondiscrimination policies should be directed to: Levy Gillespie, Equal Employment Opportunity Director/Americans with Disabilities Coordinator (ADA), Connecticut State Department of Education, 450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 505, Hartford, CT 06103, 860-807-2071, levy.gillespie@ct.gov. 



