
Connecticut’s Lethality 
Assessment Program



June 10, 1986



391



October 1, 1986  to June 9, 2016

Incidents: 604

# victims: 630

# IP Victims: 391

% of IP Victims: 62



Goal of LAP

Lethality Assessment Program 

Identifying victims of IPV

who are at the greatest risk of being killed,

for the purpose of getting them out of harm’s 
way,

if necessary,

and encouraging them to go into domestic 
violence services.



Research by Dr. Campbell
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• For 28-33% of victims nationwide, the homicide 

or attempted homicide was the first act of 

violence.

• More than 44% of perpetrators were arrested in 

the year prior to the homicide (any offense)

• Only 4% of abused victims had used a DV 

hotline or shelter within the year prior to being 

killed by an intimate partner.



Development of LAP
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MNADV developed lethality assessment 
instrument and protocol between 2003-2005.

Lethality Screen:

11questions,

user-friendly,

based on extensive research

by Dr. Jackie Campbell. 



Connecticut LAP
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•BASED ON MARYLAND MODEL

2010:     Ansonia Police &  one CCADV       
member organization – The Umbrella

2012:    14 local police departments & 8 
CCADV member organizations.

2016:     84 law enforcement agencies & 18 
CCADV member organizations (ALL)



When to Initiate a Lethality Screen

1. When police believe there’s been an assault or other 

act of domestic violence,

2. When police believe the victim faces danger once 

the officer leaves,

3. When the home or parties are repeats, or

4. When officer’s gut says the situation is dangerous.

****Screens to be Used for IPV Only****



LAP Screen



Protocol for First Responders

1. Making phone call.  Not the norm for officer or hotline 

worker, but police and advocates are a TEAM.  

Respect each other’s task at hand and job.

2. Encouraging the victim.  Be supportive in words and 

actions.

3. Cooperating with hotline worker.  Convincing the 

victim to get on the phone and then for the hotline 

worker to convince her to go into services in a brief 

period of time takes a teamwork mind-set.  The victim 

will know if police and the advocate are working 

together. 



Review of the Data
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Statewide Data:

• 52% of screens: victim in high danger of being killed

• Only 6% of victims in high danger of being killed did not 

participate in screen when officer requested they do so

• 79% of victims in high danger of being killed spoke to an 

advocate about safety planning

• 91% of high danger cases:  officer called advocate

• 82% of victims in high danger who spoke to an 

advocate followed up with services



CT LAP from Sept 2012 to May 2016
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Police 
Agencies

Total

Screens
High Danger

Spoke to

Advocate

Followed up  
w/Services

80 11, 708
6,068

(52%)

4,779

(79%)

3,898

(82%)
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A victim stated weeks after an arrest with a HIGH Lethality 

Screen being completed that;

“I had no idea that the officer would be so caring 

and concerned. I really took the officer and the 

advocate seriously when I saw them work 

together to help me to a safe place. They 

showed me that there are people out there to 

help me and my son, I did not have to do this 

alone.”



Questions



Joseph Froehlich

Director of Law Enforcement Services

Connecticut Coalition Against Domestic 

Violence



Contact Information

Warren “Butch” Hyatt

Director of Law Enforcement Services

Connecticut Coalition Against Domestic 

Violence
912 Silas Deane Highway ǀ Lower Level

Wethersfield, CT 06109

860.282.7899 or  whyatt@ctcadv.org

mailto:whyatt@ctcadv.org

