Connecticut’s Lethality
Assessment Program

Connecticut Coalition Against Domestic Violence
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Associated Press
Present when Gov. William A. O’Neill signed
bill on family violence was Tracey Thurman,
whose case ralsed the issue.
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October 1, 1986 1o June 92, 2016

Incidents: 604

# victims: 630
# IP Victims: 391
% of IP Victims: 62
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"l ethality Assessment Program
ldenftifying victims of IPV
who are at the greatest risk of being killed,

for the purpose of getting them out of harm'’s
way,

If necessary,

and encouraging them to go into domestic
violence services.
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« For 28-33% of victims nationwide, the homicide
or attempted homicide was the first act of
violence.

* More than 44% of perpetrators were arrested in
the year prior to the homicide (any offense)

« Only 4% of abused victims had used a DV
hotline or shelter within the year prior to being
killed by an intimate partner.
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MNADYV developed lethality assessment
iINnstrument and protocol between 2003-2005.

Lethality Screen:

1 Tquestions,

user-friendly,

based on extensive research

by Dr. Jackie Campbell.
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*BASED ON MARYLAND MODEL

2010:  Ansonia Police & one CCADV
member organization — The Umbrello

2012: 14 local police departments & 8
CCADV member organizations.

2016: 84 law enforcement agencies & 18
CCADV member organizations (ALL)
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1. When police believe there's been an assault or other
act of domestic violence,

2. When police believe the victim faces danger once
the officer leaves,

3. When the home or parties are repeats, or
4. When officer’s gut says the situation is dangerous.

***xScreens to be Used for IPV Only****
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cc a DV DOMESTIC VIOLENCE LETHALITY SCREEN FOR

ok e Sa e g B ik YRk

When to Initiate a Lethality Azsessment? When an intimate relationship 1s ivohed; AND You beheve an assault has
ocomed, You sense the potential for danger is high Mames of parties or location are repeat names or locations, OF. You smmply
‘believe one should be done.

Hotline # :
|Officer- [Department Town- Dlate:
[Vietmm: |Offender- (Case #:

[ Ficton has been informed that any responses bﬂsﬁﬂamqmw-ﬂhmmimﬂmﬂmfwnﬂmm

O Check here if vicim did not answer any of the guestions.

w4 "Yes" response to any of Questions #1-3 ically iriggers the pr [ referral
1. Haz he/she ever usad 3 weapon against you or threatened you with 3 weapon? OYes ONo ONotAns
2. Has he/she threatened to kall vou or your children? OYes ONo [OMNotAns.
3. Do you think be/she mught try to Jall you? OYes ONe [ONotAns.
» Negative resp to Questions #1-3, but positive responses to at least four of Quesnons #4-11,
4. Does he'she have 2 gun or can he'she get one easily? OYes ONo [ONotAns
5. Has befshe ever tned to choke you? OYes ONo [ONotAns
6. Is he/she violenily or constantly jealous or does befshe control most OYes OMe ONotAns
of activities?

7. Hawve you left im'her or separated after living fogether or being marmed? OYes ONe ONotAns
ey p——1 OYes ONo [NotAms.
0. Has ha/she ever tried to kall himselfherself? OYes OMe [ONotAns
10. Do vou have a chuld that he/she knows 15 not ishers? OYes ONo [ONotAns
11. Does he/she follow or spy on you or leave threatening messapes? OYes ONo ONotAns
.hmehMmJMMMMﬂcmdﬁmﬁ

response to the below tor, or wh the officer beli the victim is in a potentially lethal sinuanon

ns'ﬂlﬂnmyﬂmgdse‘ﬂﬂtmmabud)mnﬁdm “What wormes you!

Checkone: []Victim screensd in according to the protocol
O Victim zcreened in based on the belief of officer
0 Vietim did not sereen in

victim sereened im: After advising herv/lom of a high danper assessment, did the vichm speak with the hotline coumselor?
0O Yes O No Advocate First Name:

Officer's Signature: Supervizor's Sipnature:
Note: The questions above and the critaria for determining the hevel of rick a person faces is based on the bert available resaarch on firctors amoctated
with Jethal viclence By a currant or formar intimte parter. However, each siturtion may prevant unigue firctors that fyluence risk for lethal violence thar
are not captured By this soreem. Although mozt victime wio creem “posithe” or “hiph dmpe ™ would nor be expactad to be Kiled, these victime free
much higher risk than thar gf other victms of futimare parmer viclence

IAJ-&-M [l Sext to DV Agency LI Sext to State's Aty L3 Other (Authorized Agency)
CCADVY 080 S

ccalpv
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1. Making phone call. Not the norm for officer or hotline
worker, but police and advocates are a TEAM.
Respect each other’s task at hand and job.

2. Encovuraging the victim. Be supportive in words and
actions.

3. Cooperating with hotline worker. Convincing the
victim to get on the phone and then for the hotline
worker to convince her to go info services in a brief
period of fime takes a feamwork mind-set. The victim
will know if police and the advocate are working

together.
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Statewide Data:

52% of screens: victim in high danger of being killed

Only 6% of victims in high danger of being killed did not
participate in screen when officer requested they do so

/9% of victims in high danger of being killed spoke to an
advocate about safety planning

?21% of high danger cases: officer called advocate

82% of victims in high danger who spoke to an

advocate followed up with services ccalpv



Police Total . Spoke to Followed up
Agencies Screens High Danger Advocate w/Services
80 11. 708 6,068 4,779 3,898

! (52%) (79%) (82%)
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A victim stated weeks after an arrest with a HIGH Lethality
Screen being completed that;

“I had no idea that the officer would be so caring
and concerned. | really took the officer and the
advocate seriously when | saw them work
together fo help me to a safe place. They
showed me that there are people out there to
help me and my son, | did not have to do this
alone.”
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Questions
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Joseph Froehlich
Director of Law Enforcement Services

Connecticut Coalition Against Domestic
Violence
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Warren “Butch” Hyatt

Director of Law Enforcement Services
Connecticut Coalition Against Domestic
Violence
212 Silas Deane Highway | Lower Level
Wethersfield, CT 06109
860.282.7899 or whyatt@ctcadv.org
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