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3 1976:  3,221          1979:  3,594 



Federal LEAA Funding 

ÅFederal Law Enforcement 
Assistance Administration 
(LEAA) Program brought 
$100 million in funding to 
Connecticut 

ïComputers for Police 
Departments 

ïTreatment for Offenders 

ïTraining 

ïResearch and Evaluation 
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Serious Juvenile Offenders 

ÅTask Force Report 
resulted in the first 
Mandatory Transfer to 
Adult Court law 
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¢ƘŜ /ǊƛƳŜ άŘǳ ƧƻǳǊέΥ  !Ǌǎƻƴ 

ÅArson was the result of 
urban blight in big cities 

ÅLegislation increased 
the crime of arson to a 
Class A Felony 

ÅPlan included training 
for Law Enforcement 
and Fire Departments 
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Other Critical Issues 

ÅMerger of the Circuit and 
Superior Courts 

ÅRestructuring of Pretrial 
Services 

ÅCommunity Corrections 
legislation 

ÅCriminal Justice 
Information System (CJIS) 
office established 
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81% Increase 
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Major Initiatives 

ÅLEAA dollars are 
drastically reduced and 
eliminated 

ÅLegislative Sentencing 
Commission 
ïShift from Indeterminate to 

Determinate sentencing 

ÅFirst Task Force on Prison 
Overcrowding established 
(1981) 
ïResponse to anticipated 

growth in population due to 
sentencing changes 
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Drug Crime 

ÅFederal War on Drugs 

ïHuge increase in drug arrests, 
prosecutions, convictions and 
incarcerations 

ïPrevention and treatment 
ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǿŀǊέ 

ÅMinimum Mandatory 
Sentences increase in 
prevalence  

ÅCrack Cocaine, 
reemergence of gangs and 
increase in weapons use all 
related to drugs 
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Prison Overcrowding Problem 
ÅPrison Overcrowding Task Force 

becomes legislatively created 
Commission in 1981 

ÅPrison growth far outstrips capacity 

ÅOver 11,000 prison beds constructed 
between 1985-1990 at a cost of over 
$1 billion to taxpayers 

ÅInmates serve an average of 10% of 
their sentence 

ÅSupervised Home Release becomes 
the main release mechanism 

ÅGeneral Assembly passes 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭ άPrison Release Valveέ 
Measure 

ÅFrustration grows across the CJ 
system 
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Domestic Violence Legislation 

ÅFollowing the 1983 
Tracy Thurman incident, 
comprehensive 
legislation was enacted 
in 1986 as part of 
DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ hΩbŜƛƭƭΩǎ ¢ŀǎƪ 
Force on Family 
Violence 

ÅCT started a national 
trend in response to DV 
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Prison Population Rise Continues: 
CT Moves to Investment in 

Community Corrections 

14 



/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘΩǎ tǊƛǎƻƴ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΥ  
83% Increase 

15 

   

1990:  8,777          1999:  16,104 

1980:  4,147          1989:  7,516 

1976:  3,221          1979:  3,594 


