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THE EDWARD BYRNE MEMORIAL ASSISTANCE GRANT (BYRNE JAG) 
PROGRAM HONORS A FALLEN NYPD OFFICER.

Source: https://bja.ojp.gov/program/jag/about-officer-byrne and https://www.odmp.org/officer/2640-police-officer-edward-r-byrne 

"Our family is very proud of the many great things that have been made possible by the grants given through the Edward Byrne 
Memorial Grant Program. Eddie was assassinated … by a violent drug gang in New York City as he sat on patrol in a marked police car, 
guarding the home of a cooperating witness. This program, named to honor his sacrifice, has helped communities all over our nation 
become safer and better places to live and work. The Edward Byrne Memorial Grant Program will continue to help communities for 
years to come.“ —Lawrence Byrne, Officer Byrne’s oldest brother

Assigned first as a New York City Transit Police Officer before serving as a New York City 
Police Officer for western Queens, Officer Byrne was recognized for his commitment to 
public service as well as having an outgoing and friendly nature.

On the early morning of February 26, 1988, Officer Byrne was stationed in his police 
vehicle protecting a witness who had agreed to testify in court against local drug dealers. 
Two armed gunmen approached the vehicle and opened fire. Office Byrne, only 22 years 
of age, was shot and passed away shortly thereafter. 

The US DOJ pays tribute to Officer Byrne’s valor, sacrifice, and memory through the 
program named in his honor.



THE BYRNE JAG PROGRAM SUPPORTS DIVERSE CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS TAILORED TO JURISDICTIONAL NEEDS.
 The Byrne JAG program is a federal initiative 

supporting state, local, territorial, and tribal law 
enforcement agencies across the US.

 Between 2005 and 2022, the Byrne JAG 
Program awarded more than 22,000 grants 
that total more than $7 billion, including 
$272 million in 2022. 

 A State Administering Agency (SAA) manages 
Byrne JAG in each jurisdiction 

 In Connecticut, the Office of Policy and 
Management (OPM) is the SAA. 

 Byrne JAG is designed to be flexible, enabling 
jurisdictions to use the funding to address 
needs, fill gaps, test and replicate evidence-
based practices, and spur innovation.

Sources: https://bja.ojp.gov/news/blog/honoring-eddie-byrne and https://www.ncja.org/investing-byrne-jag.

 Equipment

 Forensic laboratories

 Supplies

 Contractual suppory

 Criminal justice information systems

 Technical assistance 

 Strategic planning 

 Research and evaluation 

 Data collection 

 Training 

 Personnel

Examples of allowable uses of Byrne JAG funds:

SAAs verify allowable expenses by following US DOJ guidance, including 
reviewing published guidance and through direct contact with staff. 



BETWEEN 2017 AND 2020, EIGHT STATES HAD BYRNE JAG FUNDS 
WITHHELD AFTER PLACEMENT OF CONDITIONS ON THE PROGRAM. 
 In July 2017, the US DOJ placed immigration-related special 

conditions on Byrne JAG and other federal grant programs

 Funds were withheld from jurisdictions deemed not in 
compliance. 

 In 2018, California and seven states, led by New York and including 
Connecticut, brought litigation against the federal administration, 
arguing that the conditions interfered with the rights of states and 
localities to set their own law enforcement policies.

 While the litigation proceeded, Connecticut could not accept a total 
of $6.4 million from the Byrne JAG program in FY2017, FY2018, 
FY2019 and FY2020,

 In 2021, the Biden-Harris administration announced that it would 
rescind the above conditions, freeing up withheld funding for the 
litigation states. 

Source: https://portal.ct.gov/AG/Press-Releases/2021-Press-Releases/Attorney-General-Tong-Secures-the-Restoration-of-Public-Safety-Grants
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The 2021 Byrne JAG award lacked the immigration-related 
conditions appearing in the prior four solicitations.  



STATES DIVIDE BYRNE JAG FUNDS INTO STATE- AND LOCAL-LEVEL 
PORTIONS.

Allocated to projects addressing 
challenges and gaps in the 
state’s criminal justice system. 

A wide array of entities can apply 
for the funds.

States’ Byrne-
JAG 

Allocations 

Local-Level 
Funds 

Variable Pass-
Through (VPT)

<10K Local 
Allocation 

State-Level 
Funds 

Program Area 
Allocations

Passed through the SAA to municipalities 
on a formula basis using population size 
and violent crime rates. 

For smaller-population jurisdictions, these 
funds are passed through as either the 
Local Variable Pass-Through Funds (LVPT) 
or Less-Than-10,000.



OVERVIEW OF BYRNE JAG LOCAL-LEVEL FUNDS

 For the local-level portion of Connecticut’s Byrne JAG program, OPM 
has allocated $2.1M from previously withheld FY2017-19 Byrne JAG 
funds on local-level projects for the 2022-23 funding cycle. 

 Local-level funds are governed by a different process than state 
discretionary grant, allocating funding using a formula based on 
crime rate and population. 

 Funds are passed through as either the Local Variable Pass-
Through Funds (LVPT) or Less-Than-10,000 component.

 US DOJ maintains a list of allowable expenses for local-level Byrne 
JAG. 

Local-Level 
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Variable 
Pass-Through 

(VPT)
<10K Local 
Allocation 



OVERVIEW OF BYRNE JAG STATE-LEVEL FUNDS

 OPM is preparing a process to allocate a combination of withheld FY2017 and 
2018 Byrne JAG funds to be spent on state-level program areas for a 2022-23 
funding cycle. 

 More details on OPM’s  grant program will be provided in a forthcoming 
announcement. 

 The funds will be distributed among a variety of criminal-justice-involved entities 
seeking to expend funds on projects and programs addressing issues in 
criminal justice on a state-wide level.

 OPM’s Byrne JAG strategic planning process—including surveys, criminal justice 
data analysis, and stakeholder engagement—is underway in anticipation of 
release of the federal 2022 grant program solicitation. 

State-Level 
Funds 

Program 
Area 

Allocations



USING US DOJ GUIDANCE, STATES DEVELOP PROGRAM AREAS TO 
GUIDE DISTRIBUTION OF BYRNE JAG STATE-LEVEL FUNDS.

Connecticut’s 2021-22 Byrne JAG strategic plan 
contains five program areas 

Law enforcement programs

Prosecution and court programs, including indigent defense

Prevention and education programs

Corrections, community corrections and reentry programs

Drug treatment and enforcement programs

Planning, evaluation, and technology improvement programs

Crime victim and witness programs 

Mental health programs and services

Multi-jurisdictional task forces 

Criminal court accumulated cases 

Use of technology and data to improve victim services and increase 
public safety 

Improved outcomes for people with mental health needs in the 
criminal justice system 

Workforce development strategies for people with criminal records 

Source: https://bja.ojp.gov/sites/g/files/xyckuh186/files/media/document/jag-use-of-funds.pdf

US DOJ’s eight state discretionary purposes



PROPOSED NEXT STEPS FOR CJPAC REGARDING BYRNE JAG 

OPM is developing the 2022-23 Byrne JAG state discretionary grant program announcement. 

 The grant opportunity will allocate the first portion of funds withheld beginning in FY2017 and 
FY2018.

 When available, the grant program announcement will be posted online, shared with CJPAC 
members, and provided through other channels. 

 Eligible entities will be invited to apply for use of funds according to the program areas. 

This summer, the US DOJ is expected to release the FY2022 Byrne JAG award solicitation. 

 In anticipation of the solicitation, OPM is developing a strategic plan to inform the new program 
areas, which will be used for Connecticut’s 2023-24 grant allocation cycle. 

 After the 2022 Byrne JAG award solicitation is released, OPM will bring a draft strategic plan to 
CJPAC to seek input.



THANK YOU

HTTPS://PORTAL.CT.GOV/OPM/CJ-ABOUT/HOMEPAGE/CJPPD

For more information, please visit
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