
  

CRIMINAL JUSTICE POLICY ADVISORY COMMISSION (CJPAC)  
MINUTES 

  
Thursday, December 16, 2021 

9:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
Hosted on Microsoft Teams  

 
 
A regular meeting of the Criminal Justice Policy Advisory Commission was held on 
December 16, 2021. Due to public health concerns surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Commission’s meeting was conducted on Microsoft Teams. The meeting convened at 
9:00am, with the following members present:  
  
• Chairman Marc Pelka, Undersecretary of the Criminal Justice Policy and Planning Division 

• Judge Patrick Carroll III, Chief Court Administrator, Connecticut Judicial Branch 

• Gary Roberge, Director, Court Support Services Division, Connecticut Judicial Branch 

• Dr. Michael Norko, Director of Forensic Services, Department of Mental Health and 
Addiction Services 

• Brian Foley, Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection 

• Thomas Saadi, Commissioner, Department of Veterans Affairs 

• Kathleen Brennan, Deputy Commissioner, Department of Social Services 

• Beth Hamilton, Executive Director, CT Alliance to End Sexual Violence 

• Angel Quiros, Commissioner, Department of Correction 

• Meghan Scanlon, President & CEO, Coalition Against Domestic Violence  

• Christine Perra Rapillo, Chief Public Defender, Division of Public Defender Services 

• Kevin Lawlor, Deputy Chief State’s Attorney, Division of Criminal Justice 

• John Frassinelli, Division Director, Connecticut State Department of Education 

• Carleton Giles, Chairman, Board of Pardons and Paroles  

• Natasha Pierre, Office of the Victim Advocate 

• Laurie Deneen, Public Member 
 

I. Welcome and Introductions 
Chairman Pelka thanked members for dedicating time to today’s meeting. A roll call was taken. 
Chairman Pelka introduced new commission member, Interim Commissioner Navarretta, who 
discussed the impressive work the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services has been 
engaged in and some new initiatives that they are working on. Chairman Pelka also introduced 
another new commission member, Deputy Commissioner Kathleen Brennan.  
 



  

II. Review of draft minutes from the October 28, 2021 meeting 
Carleton Giles, Chairman, Board of Pardons and Paroles, made motion to approve the minutes, 
motion seconded by Director Roberge. 
 
III. Presentation regarding preparations for rollout of the 988 Crisis Hotline 

Andrea Duarte, Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services 
Tim Marshall, Department of Children and Families 
 

The presentation began with an explanation of how recent federal legislation has initiated the 
creation of a 9-8-8 crisis hotline. One of the goals is to reduce contact with emergency rooms and 
the justice system through this hotline. Eight core 9-8-8 planning and implementation 
considerations were described. Data was provided regarding the mental health of Connecticut high 
school students and adults. The presenters also discussed data that has been collected in Connecticut 
in relation to suicide ideation and attempts, as well as suicide deaths in recent years. An overview 
of 2-1-1 and United Way of CT’s involvement was provided. The youth Mobile Crisis and 
ACTION line programs were discussed. The presenters provided information on the current state 
of each program, the strides they have made, and potential for growth in the coming years through 
new initiatives. The presenters also discussed the effect the Covid pandemic has had. At the 
conclusion of the presentation, questions asked of the presenters centered on text/chat options and 
thoughts around a public awareness campaign as 9-8-8 gets closer to a launch date. 
 
 

IV. Review of Monthly Indicators Report 
Marc Pelka, Undersecretary, OPM Criminal Justice Policy and Planning Division 
Kevin Neary, Policy Development Coordinator, OPM Criminal Justice Policy and Planning 
Division 
 

 
An update was provided to show the actual November correction population and how it compares 
to the forecasted number. The current population was 518 individuals higher than the forecast 
predicted for November, but only 3% higher than the population in November of 2020. The analysis 
of the data has shown a rise in the pre-trial population is the main contributor to the slight increase 
in population. Data was presented to show the DOC accused population based on the individual’s 
bond amount from 2016-2021. The slides illustrated this information by percentage and by an 
individual count. Discussion among the committee members about factors that have led to this 
increase centered on how the Covid pandemic has impacted the Connecticut justice system at all 
levels. 
 
  V. Updates and Planning 
 
Chairman Pelka advised the members that the meeting schedule for 2022 would be every other 
month as opposed to monthly. This schedule will allow for more substantive content due to the 
increased planning and analysis time, while also allowing the opportunity to curate informative 
presentations. 
 
Commissioner Saadi gave in update on implementation of Public Act 21-79. 



  

 
Chairman Giles provided an update on early termination of supervision data. 
 
Chairman Pelka discussed the Connecticut Victimization Survey that is being led by the Office of 
Victim Services at the Judicial Branch. He also provided information from the Victim Issues 
Subcommittee pertaining to a suggestion that restraining order and protective order data be tracked 
in the monthly indicators report. Discussions were expected to continue regarding this topic. 
 
 VI. Adjourn 
Chairman Pelka thanked the presenters and members of the commission for their participation.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:48 am  
 
The next meeting is January 27, 2022, at 9:00am on Teams videoconference. [This meeting was 
later canceled.] 
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