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1 COMMUNITY CONNECTIVITY PROGRAM

1.1 Program Background

The Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT) has created a

Community Connectivity Program that focuses on improving the st at e A

transportation network for all users. A major component of this program

is conducting Road Safety Audits (RSASs) at selected locations. An RSA is a
formal safety assessment of the existing roadway. Itis a qualitative review
by an independent team experienced in traffic, pedestrian, and bicycle
operations and design that considers the safety of all road users and
proactively assesses mitigation measures to improve the safe operation

of the facility by reducing the potential crash risk frequency and/or
severity.

The RSA teamincludes CTDOT staff, municipal officials and staff,municipal
police, local stakeholders, FHI Studio staff, and community leaders. The
RSAteam is established for each municipality based on the requirements

of the individual location. They assess and review factors that can
promote or obstruct safe walking and bicycling routes. These factors

include traffic volumes and speeds, topography, roadway geometrics,
crash data, roadway inventory (i.e. signage, curbs, bicycle/pedestrian
facilities, amenities, safety components), and sidewalks.

Each RSAis conducted using RSA protocols published by the FHWA. For
details on this program, please refer to the CT Connectivity RSA site on the
CTDOT webpage
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Prior to the site visit, area topography, land use characteristics,
intersection sight distance conce rns, sidewalk locations, parking, and
bicycle facilities are examined using available mapping and imagery. The
site visit -AunddlItyd erse daF i Jaijitpesel haed a Post-
Audit; meeting to discuss the field observations and formulate
recommendations.  This procedure and the summary results are
discussed in the following sections.

1.2 Bridgeport RSA Study Areaand Location

CTDOTsponsored an RSA for the City of Bridgeport in the Mill Hill
neighborhood in the east side of Bridgeport. The study area
encompasses Route 1 between Sheridan Street and Bruce Avenue
(Stratford). Exhibit 1 shows the study area in context to the State of
Connecticut, while Exhibit 2 shows the Study Area in further detail
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Exhibit1: BridgeportRSA Regional Location
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The purpose of the RSA is toobserve any safety concerns while discussing
possible safety improvements for pedestrians and bicyclists travelling
along the study area corridor. The study area serves many purposes
including local and regional truck traffic, residential and business access,
employment commuting, access to points throughout Bridgeport and
Stratford areas, and pedestrian routes to serve the residential
neighborhoods. See Exhibit 3 for points of interest located along the
corridor.

Route 1 is a U.S.route that provides a n east to west connection between
Fairfield County communities as well as north to south route along the
eastern seaboard. Major roadways also dissect the study area. These
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include Seaview Avenue, Grant Street, Barnum Avenuewhich are minor

arterials. Palisade Avenue, Granfield Avenue, Success Avenue, Central
Avenue, East Avenue which are collector roadways. This corridor
experiences medium to high traffic volumes between 14,000 to 22,000
vehicles per day, with higher volumes located near the western edge of

the corridor between Sheridan Street and Palisade Avenue The study
area does have sidewalks and crosswalks but lacks bicycle facilities. Some
sidewalks are in poor condition, and crosswalks are present in a few
locations. Bridgeport isaConnect i ¢ ucomnsunitly Byrpgpelaion .
It functions as an employment, institutional, commercial , and recreational
center to the region.

Average Daly Traffic (ADT) in the study area ranges between 21,700
vehicles per day at the west end of the study area (Sheridan Avenue to
Central Avenue) to 14,300 vehicles per day at the east end of the study
area between East Avenue to the Stratford town line. See Exhibit 4. The
study area has two lanes in each direction between Sheridan Avenue and
Central Avenue. Between Central Avenue and Palisade Avenue is one lane
in the northbound direction and two lanes in the southbound direction.
Between Palisade Avenue and Bruce Avenue the roadway drops to one
lane in each direction with the exception of turning lanes provided in the
southbound direction at Mill Hill Avenue and in th e southbound direction
at Pixlee Place.

There are six signalized intersections in the study area. These are located
at Route 1 and the intersections of Central Avenue, Palisade Avenue, Mill
Hill Avenue, East Avenue,Bishop Avenue, and Bruce Avenue.

Report of Findings and Recommendations



BRIDGEPORT ROAD SAFETY AU

Exhibit2: BridgeportRSA Study Area
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Exhibit3: Study Area Points of Interest
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Exhibit4: Average Daily Traffic Volumes
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2 PRIOR EFFORTS IN STUDY AREA

2.1 Route 1 at Seaview Avenuelntersection Realignment

The City of Bridgeport, with technical and financial assistance from the
CTDOT and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) are currently
working on a project which will realign the intersection of Route 1, Seaview
Avenue, and Bond Street in the study area. The project is underway and
will create a four-way signalized intersection in place of the two offset
intersections that currently exists. It is anticipated that this project will
improve traffic flow and improve bicyclist and pedestrian visibility and
safety when crossing Route 1. Crosswalks will be provided for at all
approaches to the intersection. Exhibit 5 provides a plan view of the
project which illustrates the realigned intersection.

Exhibit5: Realigned Intersection at Route 1, Seaview Avenue, and Bond Street
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2.2 CT Active Transportation Plan

The RSA study area was highlighted in the Connecticut Active
Transportation Plan (2019) as a Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Corridor.
The Active Transportation Plan lists the RSA study area aspriority seven in
a list of the top ten safety corridors. The Active Transportation Plan
proposed potential improvements with an estimated total cost of $13
million which included :

! Sidewalk and ramp upgrades to meet Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) regulations

Roadway resurfacing
Traffic and pedestrian signal upgrades

Selective full depth reconstruction

= —=a —a A

Concrete curbing
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