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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING – ROOM 1C

HARTFORD, CT   06106

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10, 2011

 2:00 P.M.

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT


COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Andrew Norton, Chairperson

Cheryl Lynn Clarke

Dawn Niles

Edward Mambruno, Secretary

Patricia Wrice 
Edith Pestana

Shelly Best

Tracey Gove 

STAFF PRESENT

Charlie Krich, Principal Attorney
David Teed, Assistant Attorney General

Cheryl Sharp, Human Rights Attorney 3

Margaret Peters, Secretary II
I.

CHAIRPERSON

Chairperson Andrew Norton convened the August 10, 2011 regular monthly meeting of the Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities to order at 2:12 p.m.

II.
SECRETARY
Chairperson Andrew Norton requested approval of the minutes of the July 13, 2011 Commission meeting.  Chairperson Norton requested the vote on a motion for the approval of the minutes of the July 13, 2011 regular Commission meeting be delayed until the next meeting because some of the Commissioners did not receive a package.  Everyone agreed.  

III.
GUEST SPEAKER – Dr. Vivian Cross, Executive Director
Dr. Vivian Cross is the Executive Director for the Foundation of Educational Advancement Incorporated.  She would like the CHRO to partner with her to protect the civil rights of children with disabilities due to childhood lead poisoning.  

She addressed the achievement gap that affects African American and Latino children due to the failure of school systems to accommodate children’s needs.  Although much progress has been made, childhood lead poisoning remains a critical environment health concern.  Agencies should comply with the law where these issues are concerned – this does fall under Connecticut statutes.

IV.
OUTREACH REPORT

A. Attorney Cheryl Sharp from the Legal Division gave highlights of what is happening with education and outreach over the past month.  She noted that the Commission is continuing its outreach efforts.

Attorney Sharp noted that Executive Director Robert Brothers asked that Dr. Cross be here today.  We are collaborating with Dr. Cross.  We met with Senator Blumenthal’s office to discuss the issue of lead poisoning and its affect on children.  The failure of school systems to deal with, access, locate and provide reasonable accommodations to students who have physical disabilities is a problem.
CHRO Staff Training is set for September 26, 2011.  Any Commissioner attending this training will receive training credit.

There was an ADA Celebration on July 26, 2011, which was attended by Attorneys Fox, Simonetti, Dumas-Keuler and Sharp, Executive Director Brothers, Commissioner Norton and intern David Arnold.  We provided information about the CHRO filing process along with literature and other information.

V.
AFFIRMATIVE ACTION RECOMMENDATIONS – VOTE REQUIRED 
A. 
Staff Recommendations:  Approvals

1.
Asnuntuck Community College
2.
Gateway Community College
3.
Northwestern Community College
4.
Teacher’s Retirement Board
5.
Department of Transportation

6.
Department of Economic and Community Development
Chairperson Norton entertained a motion to accept staff recommendations for approval of all six of the Affirmative Action Plans: Asnuntuck Community College, Gateway Community College, Northwestern Community College, Teacher’s Retirement Board, Department of Transportation and Department of Economic and Community Development and that the motion includes the retention of their annual or biannual filing status.  A motion was made by Commissioner Mambruno seconded by Commissioner Wrice.  The motion carried unanimously.   Chairperson Norton did not vote.

B.
Staff Recommendations:  Disapprovals

1. Norwalk Community College

Norwalk Community College

Norwalk Community College plan is recommended to disapproval based on non-compliance with the following:  the work force considered as a whole and by occupational category, is not in parity; the agency has not met all or substantially all of its hiring, promotion and program goals; the agency has not substantially addressed deficiencies noted by the commission in prior plan reviews.

Chairperson Norton entertained a motion to accept staff recommendation for disapproval of Norwalk Community College Affirmative Action Plan and that the motion includes the retention of its semi-annual filing status.  A motion was made by Commissioner Wrice and seconded by Commissioner Clarke.   All approved.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chairperson Norton did not vote on the motion.  

VI.

OTHER BUSINESS 
A. Request for Exemption from Certain Contract Compliance Requirements Regarding a Contract Between the Insurance Department and Milliman, Inc,
A motion to grant a one-time exemption from certain contract compliance requirements regarding a contract between the Insurance Department and Milliman, Inc, was made by Commissioner Clarke and seconded by Commissioner Mambruno.  All approved.  The motion carried unanimously.  Chairperson Norton did not vote on the motion.

VII.
DIVISION REPORTS
A.       Legislative Report

There was no legislative report.  
B.
Executive Director’s Report

In the absence of Executive Director Brothers, Charlie Krich gave a report from the Director’s office.   We are still without hearing referees as of this date; they are appointed by the Governor, and we have no idea when these positions will be filled.  The Governor’s office is saying the appointments will have to wait until after the budget situation is settled.
VIII.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion was made by Commissioner Niles to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel matters and pending litigation.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Mambruno.  Charlie Krich in the absence of Executive Director Brothers and Assistant Attorney General David Teed were invited into Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously.  Chairperson Norton did not vote.

IX.
RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION
At 3:50 p.m. Commissioner Norton entertained a motion to return to Regular Session.  A motion was made by Commissioner Niles and seconded by Commissioner Clarke to return to Regular Session.  The motion carried unanimously.  Chairperson Norton did not vote.  The Chairperson reported no votes were taken in the Executive Session.
In the case of CHRO and Donald Bennett v. Westhart Apartments, LLC, CHRO No. 1150074 and CHRO and Donald Bennett v. M&D Holdings & Investments, LLC, CHRO No. 1150073, a motion was made by Commissioner Niles and seconded by Commissioner Wrice to withdraw the Commission from the case.  All approved.  The motion carried unanimously.  Chairperson Norton did not vote.  

X.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to come before the Commission, it was moved by Commissioner Niles and seconded by Commissioner Clarke to adjourn the meeting at 3:51 p.m.  The motion carried unanimously.  Chairperson Norton did not vote.


