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1. OVERVIEW 

 
1.1 Regulatory Context 
 
Projects or actions which do not have significant effects on the human and natural environment 
may be categorically excluded from certain documentation requirements of the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended (42 USC 4321 et seq.)  Categorical 
Exclusions as defined in 23 CFR 771.117 include actions which do not induce significant 
impacts to planned growth or land use for an area, do not require the relocation of significant 
numbers of people, and do not involve significant impacts to any natural, cultural, recreational, 
historic, community or other resource.  Furthermore, the action must not have significant impacts 
to air, noise, or water quality or have a significant impact on existing travel patterns.  An action 
that qualifies as a Categorical Exclusion does not require the preparation of an environmental 
assessment (EA) or environmental impact statement (EIS) (i.e., it is categorically excluded from 
the need for such documentation).  
 
There are three types of Categorical Exclusion recognized by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA): 
 

• Automatic Categorical Exclusion (CE):  Automatic CE activities are identified in 23 CFR 
771.117(c).  These types of activities automatically qualify as being categorically 
excluded. 

• Programmatic Categorical Exclusion (PCE):  PCE activities are categorically excluded 
based on agreements that have been established between state transportation 
departments/agencies and the FHWA.  These agreements identify projects that are 
commonplace in that state and that typically involve minor and insignificant resource 
impacts.  For this reason, these activities are considered to be PCEs. 

• Documented CE (CE-D):  CE-D activities require technical studies and/or resource 
analyses and public outreach. This type of CE involves project actions which may be 
categorically excluded if certain criteria are met and if the documentation demonstrates 
that there are no significant impacts resulting from the action.  The types of project 
actions in this category are actions not included in Automatic or Programmatic CEs. 

 
The Proposed Action being evaluated in this document is the construction of a new parking 
garage, a high-level rail station platform, and a pedestrian bridge located within the Georgetown 
Development Project. Federal funding is being sought for these transportation-related project 
elements; therefore, the Proposed Action is subject to the regulations and guidance established 
by NEPA. The Georgetown Development Project is a comprehensive redevelopment plan for the 
former Gilbert & Bennett Wire Factory in Redding, Connecticut. The site abuts the Danbury 
Branch (Metro-North) commuter rail line and U.S. Route 7 in Redding.   The Proposed Action, 
described in more detail in Section 2.1, does not qualify as an Automatic CE or a PCE.  Results 
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of technical studies and resource analyses, reported herein, clearly demonstrate that the Proposed 
Action will not have significant environmental impacts.  To satisfy NEPA requirements, this 
Documented CE has been prepared by Georgetown Land Development Corporation, LLC 
(GLDC) in cooperation with the Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT) and the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). 
 
1.2 Description of Georgetown Land Development Corporation Project 
 
The Georgetown Development will be a mixed-use development built on the site of the former 
Gilbert & Bennett Wire Factory, located east of the U.S. Route 7/Route 107 intersection in the 
Town of Redding.  This planned development, undertaken by GLDC, proposes a mix of 
residential, commercial, retail uses, and performing arts theater.  When complete, the 
development will include 416 residential units, more than 300,000 square feet of commercial 
space (offices, restaurants and shops as well as light manufacturing), a performing arts center, 
and a bed and breakfast.  This will add approximately 900 new residents to the Town of 
Redding.  Many of these new residents are anticipated to commute to jobs in the New York 
metro area and lower Fairfield County urban areas to the south.  The entire Georgetown 
Development, including the Proposed Action, is located within the Georgetown Special Taxing 
District, a special tax district overlay zone created specifically for the Georgetown Development. 
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2. DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION 

 
2.1 Proposed Action 
 
The Proposed Action involves the construction of a new high-level rail station platform, a 
parking garage, and a new pedestrian bridge over the Norwalk River that provides a direct 
connection between the parking garage and Main Street.  All project elements will be located on 
the east side of the Metro-North Railroad (MNRR) Danbury Branch Line, at the southwest 
corner of the Route 107 (School Street) and Route 57 (Weston Road) intersection in 
Georgetown, Connecticut (see Appendix A, Figure 1 – Proposed Site Location in relation to the 
Georgetown Development).  Georgetown, located in Fairfield County, is a place name 
(unincorporated) for an area located in southwestern Redding.  It abuts the northern tip of the 
Town of Wilton, the northwestern corner of the Town of Weston, and the southeastern corner of 
the Town of Ridgefield.  A portion of the high-level rail station platform included in the 
Proposed Action will extend into the Town of Wilton, within state-owned right-of-way.  The 
Proposed Action will occupy land formerly used by the Gilbert & Bennett Wire Factory 
manufacturing by-product area. 
 
The new parking garage will consist of 600 spaces.  The parking garage will have a direct 
pedestrian connection to the new high-level rail station platform.  There will also be a pedestrian 
bridge constructed over the Norwalk River that will provide a direct connection between the 
parking garage and Main Street to the east. With a typical parking stall dimension of 180 square 
feet (SF), the parking facility is anticipated to be more than 108,000 SF in size. Figure 2 included 
in Appendix A depicts the site plan for the Proposed Action.  The anticipated construction cost is 
$XX million with start of construction expected to be DATE. The facility is scheduled to be 
open and operational by DATE. 
 
The majority of the Georgetown Development will be privately funded.  Federal funding is being 
sought by GLDC to assist with construction of the Proposed Action.   
 
2.2 Purpose and Need 
 
The purpose of the Proposed Action is to increase access to public transportation and encourage 
its use through the construction of a new 600-space parking garage, high-level rail station 
platform, and pedestrian bridge within the Georgetown Development.  The Proposed Action will 
also serve existing and future commuter parking demand along the Danbury Branch Line of the 
Metro-North Railroad and help reduce traffic congestion along U.S. Route 7 as identified in 
several state and regional planning documents (see Section 4.4 – Consistency with State, 
Regional, and Local Plans). 
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The Danbury Branch Line connects the new Georgetown Development with Norwalk, Stamford, 
Greenwich, and New York City's Grand Central Terminal.  By incorporating the Proposed 
Action into the overall development scheme, Georgetown will be transformed into a transit-
oriented and pedestrian friendly development, giving residents of Georgetown and the 
neighboring communities much-needed access to transit and other alternative modes of 
transportation; this need is consistent with the stated goals and policies of the South Western 
Region’s Long-Range Transportation Plan and the State of Connecticut’s Conservation and 
Development Policies Plan.   
 
It is anticipated that many of the new 900 residents of the Georgetown Development are likely to 
commute to jobs in the New York metro area and urban areas located in lower Fairfield County.  
The construction of the Proposed Action will serve the existing regional demand for commuter 
rail service along the Danbury Branch, and the future demand that will be created by the planned 
Georgetown Development.  Additionally, the Proposed Action will help provide additional 
parking along the MNRR Danbury Branch as the existing parking supply does not meet existing 
demand.        
 
 The Proposed Action will also decrease vehicle miles traveled regionally and along the U.S. 
Route 7 corridor in particular, which supports the stated goals and policies in state and regional 
planning documents.  Currently, area traffic must travel into Wilton and beyond (further south) 
to park and ride the MNRR Danbury Branch Line.  As recent studies have shown, severe traffic 
congestion exists throughout the region and on U.S. Route 7.  Without the Proposed Action, 
drivers to and from the Georgetown Development will exacerbate these transportation problems.  
Based on a traffic analysis conducted for the Georgetown Development, daily traffic volumes in 
the region will be lower with the Proposed Action as many commuters will be able to travel 
shorter distances to the new commuter rail stop in Georgetown. Some latent demand for 
commuter parking will also be addressed.   

 
2.3 Alternatives Considered 
 
The No-Action Alternative was considered. The No-Action Alternative would not support the 
project purpose and need.  Local and regional demand for increased access to public transit and 
multi-modal transportation options would not be addressed.  Therefore, the No-Action 
Alternative was not considered feasible or practical. 
 
The Proposed Action provides much needed local and regional access to commuter rail and 
commuter rail parking in an area where existing supply is not meeting the demand for these 
services.  Consequently, it must be located adjacent to and within reasonable walking distance of 
the core of the Georgetown Development.  Due to the existing sharp curve in the railroad tracks 
along this section of the MNRR Danbury Branch Line, the proposed location for the high-level 
rail station platform is the only viable on-site alternative, and the parking garage must be located 
in close proximity to the rail platform for traveler convenience and safety. Consequently, other 
alternative sites were not feasible.  
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3. PUBLIC OUTREACH 

To date there has been tremendous public support for the overall GLDC mixed-use development 
project as it has gained unanimous approval at the local and regional levels, including strong 
support from the South Western Region Planning Authority (SWRPA) and the Housatonic 
Valley Council of Elected Officials (HVCEO) as well as the Town of Redding.  The project has 
also gained considerable federal support and was recipient of the 2006 National Smart Growth 
Award for small communities from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA).  

 
The public outreach efforts for this project have been active since the project’s inception and 
have been ongoing throughout the project development process. In October 2003, GLDC hosted 
a week-long “charrette” at the Redding firehouse to help develop the overall project master plan 
and vision.  During this series of public meetings, government officials, business and civic 
leaders, and the public were invited to share their ideas and concerns relative to developing the 
GLDC site. Over 1,000 people attended. An on-site team of architects and designers analyzed 
and fleshed out suggestions and every idea received full consideration and assessment.  Out of 
this intense collaboration came a master plan for a mixed-use, pedestrian-friendly, 
environmentally responsible new village center in Georgetown. Within a year, the master plan 
was unanimously approved by the Redding Planning and Zoning Commissions.   
 
As the master plan was developed into more detailed site plans, public involvement and review 
was extensive as the plans went through local Conservation, Planning, and Zoning Commissions 
in an open public hearing process.  GLDC also coordinated with the regional planning agencies 
(SWRPA and HVCEO) as well as the neighboring towns of Wilton and Ridgefield during the 
site plan review process.  Subsequent modifications to the master plan and site plan have resulted 
in opportunities for additional public review. 
 
The State Traffic Commission (STC) process required coordination with the local traffic 
authorities of both Redding and Wilton.  Finally, the proposed relocation of the at-grade rail 
crossing required a formal public hearing hosted by CTDOT where the relocation and associated 
significant safety upgrade to the crossing were unanimously supported by the attendees. 
 
Other public involvement efforts, some of which are still ongoing, include: 
 

• An active website, www.georgetownland.com, where visitors can learn about the plans 
for the site, the project team, and whom to contact for information 

• An on-site office with an “open-door” policy for any community member to walk in and 
inquire about project design or status 

• A newsletter summarizing project highlights and status. 
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As the project continues to develop and when construction begins, GLDC will implement 
additional public outreach mechanisms to inform neighbors of construction activities and project 
status. 
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4. EXISTING CONDITIONS AND IMPACTS 

 
This CE-D documents the following natural, cultural, and community resources and issue areas 
required by NEPA for the Proposed Action: 
 

• Traffic, Transportation and Parking; 
• Land Acquisition and Displacements; 
• Land Use and Zoning; 
• Consistency with State, Regional and Local Plans; 
• Air Quality; 
• Noise; 
• Section 106 Resources; 
• Section 4(f) Resources; 
• Section 6 (f) Resources; 
• Visual/Aesthetics; 
• Public Safety and Security; 
• Ecologically Sensitive Areas and Endangered Species; 
• Wetlands; 
• Water Resources/Water Quality; 
• Floodplains; 
• Wild and Scenic Rivers, Navigable Waterways, and Coastal Resources; 
• Farmlands; 
• Community Disruption; 
• Public Utilities and Services; 
• Energy Requirements; 
• Socioeconomics; 
• Title VI/Environmental Justice (EJ); 
• Environmental Risk Sites and Hazardous Materials; 
• Construction Impacts; and  
• Indirect and Cumulative Impacts. 
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The existing conditions within the Proposed Action study area were evaluated through: 
 

• Reviewing Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (CTDEP) 
Geographical Information Systems (GIS) data and various CTDEP resource 
publications such as the Surface and Groundwater Water Quality Standards; 

• Reviewing Town of Redding GIS data, land use maps, and zoning regulations; 
• Consulting the National Register of Historic Places; 
• Reviewing Connecticut Economic Resources Center (CERC) data; 
• Reviewing U.S. Census 2000 data; 
• Consulting U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Quadrangle maps, National Resource 

Conservation Service (NRCS) soils maps, and Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) flood maps; 

• Consulting the CTDEP Natural Diversity Database (NDDB) and U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) regarding the presence of endangered and threatened species and 
critical habitats;  

• Consulting the Connecticut State Historic Preservation Office (CTSHPO) for 
information relative to the archaeological sensitivity of the Proposed Action site;   

• Field reconnaissance that involved a windshield survey of environmental resources in 
the area of the proposed parking garage and high level rail platform; and 

• Consultation with members of the existing project design team, specifically 
representatives from Fuss & O’Neill, Inc. and Tighe and Bond, Inc. 

 
The Proposed Action was then assessed in light of existing conditions to determine the potential 
for adverse impacts to resources.  The results are presented below by resource or issue. 
 
 
4.1 Traffic, Transportation and Parking 
 
The parking garage will serve the needs of many area commuters who currently compete for 
insufficient parking supply along the MNRR Danbury Branch Line. It is assumed that residents 
of the Georgetown Development will walk to the station. Therefore, the proposed rail platform 
and garage are expected to result in a decrease in vehicle miles traveled along the U.S. Route 7 
corridor and beyond.   
 
With respect to the local impacts of traffic associated with access to and egress from the garage, 
the STC process has identified a number of off-site traffic improvements that address the future 
traffic impacts associated with the entire Georgetown Development, including traffic generated 
by the Proposed Action.  The trip generation analysis included in the STC application showed 
that the peak-hour traffic generated by the Proposed Action is slightly (but insignificantly) higher 
than the traffic volume that is reduced as a result of commuters switching to transit.  As a result, 
peak-hour traffic volumes are essentially not impacted by the Proposed Action.  Total daily 
traffic volumes in the area are anticipated to be lower with the Proposed Action in place than 
without it because the Proposed Action will provide an alternative transportation mode to patrons 



 

 
Federal Categorical Exclusion          10 
Parking Garage and Rail Station Platform 
Georgetown Development, Redding, CT 
 
 

 

of the site.  Based on the results of the traffic analysis, the Proposed Action will have no 
significant adverse impact on traffic. 

 
The design of the high-level rail platform and parking garage will maximize pedestrian access 
and shuttle bus access, thereby facilitating intermodal connections at the site. 

 
4.2 Land Acquisitions and Displacements 
 
Construction of the Proposed Action will occur primarily on the site of a former manufacturing 
by-product area that once served the former Gilbert & Bennett Wire Factory. This site is under 
the control of the developer (GLDC). Therefore, no property acquisitions or displacements are 
anticipated and the Proposed Action will have no significant adverse impact on acquisitions and 
relocations. 
 
4.3 Land Use and Zoning 
 
The Proposed Action will be constructed on land formerly occupied by the manufacturing by-
product area associated with the former Gilbert & Bennett Wire Factory.  Existing land uses 
adjacent to the Proposed Action site can be characterized as mixed-use industrial, 
business/commercial, and residential (see Appendix A, Figure 3 – Existing Land Uses).  Directly 
across Route 107 from the Proposed Action site, mixed-use industrial land uses include several 
old factory buildings associated with the former Gilbert & Bennett Wire Factory, which will be 
replaced and/or reused as part of the Georgetown Development.  Smaller commercial uses (e.g., 
restaurants and specialty stores), similar to those planned for this area of the Georgetown 
Development, are also present along Georgetown Road and Main Street. 
 
Currently there are two residential areas within 500 feet of the Proposed Action site.  One high-
density residential area is located west of the MNRR Danbury Branch and is comprised of 
single-family homes on Smith Street, Church Street and New Street Terrace; this neighborhood 
is accessed from Redding Road (Route 107).  The second residential area is also comprised of 
single-family homes and is located east of the MNRR Danbury Branch along Old Mill Road.  
This medium-density neighborhood is accessed from Georgetown Road (Route 57).   

   
The Proposed Action will not conflict with the surrounding uses and activities.  It will serve 
existing residents in the surrounding community as well as future residents of the Georgetown 
Development. The Proposed Action will be built on the site of the former manufacturing by-
product area, a use which was similarly intensive as the planned uses of a parking garage and 
commuter rail platform.  Consequently, no adverse impacts relative to land use are anticipated.  
 
The Georgetown Development has received formal zoning approval from the Town of Redding. 
The overall Georgetown Development site, including the parking garage and high-level rail 
station platform, falls within a newly established Georgetown Special Taxing District approved 
by Redding’s Planning Commission and Zoning Commission; the Proposed Action as well as the 
uses proposed as part of the overall Georgetown Development are permitted within this special 
tax overlay zone.  The Georgetown Development has also been approved by the Redding 
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Conservation/Inland Wetlands Commission.  Consequently, no adverse impacts relative to 
zoning are anticipated. 
 
4.4 Consistency with State, Regional and Local Plans 
 
The Proposed Action and the overall Georgetown Development have been included in several 
state and regional planning documents.   
 

• State of Connecticut, Office of Policy and Management, Conservation and Development 
Policies Plan: 2005-2010 (June, 2005) – among other things, this plan includes policies 
regarding the development of transportation hubs within neighborhoods that will entice 
residents and pedestrians into the community and into businesses that will make the 
transit stop more attractive. 

 
• Connecticut Transportation Strategy Board (TSB), Coastal Corridor Transportation 

Investment Area (CCTIA), 20-Year Strategic Plan for the CCTIA (November 2001) – 
recognizes that the MNRR is a resource within this corridor and recommends that a 
strategy be developed to construct additional parking facilities along the commuter rail 
line.  Access options for bicyclists and pedestrians also need to be considered.  The plan 
also supports the expansion of rail service along MNRR lines within the CCTIA.  This 
plan highlights the need for increased access to transit, as well as smart growth and 
transit-oriented development concepts within the TIA. 

 
• SWRPA,  South Western Region Long-Range Transportation Plan: 2007-2035 (May 

2008) – this plan recognizes that U.S. Route 7 is a critical north-south artery within the 
state and that increased congestion over the last several years has decreased its efficiency 
and the quality of life for those using this roadway.  This plan recommends the conduct 
of several multi-modal studies within the U.S. Route 7 corridor that will encourage 
solutions to the congestion on U.S. Route 7, improve services along the Danbury Branch 
Line, and provide connections between transit services and employers.  The plan also 
states that parking and intermodal connections at MNRR stations should be expanded.  
This plan is considered to be in conformity with applicable State Implementation Plan 
(SIP) and Clean Air Act Amendments (CAAA) Conformity Guidance Criteria  

   
• Housatonic Valley Council of Elected Officials, Regional Transportation Plan – this plan 

includes the construction of a “new rail passenger station and adjacent transportation 
center on the Wilton - Redding Town Line” as well as the expansion of “peak period, 
through train and reverse commute rail service” and the extension of “rail service north 
from Georgetown and West Redding Stations past Danbury to New Milford”. 

 
Although the Proposed Action is not currently in Transportation Improvement Program, (TIP) 
for either HVCEO or SWRPA, it is expected to be included in the next iteration for both 
agencies.  Based on the documentation provided above, the Proposed Action is consistent and is 
considered integral to achieving the goals and policies laid out in the state and regional plans. 
The overall Georgetown Development has been and will continue to be fully coordinated with 
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key planning organizations and entities.  Given these overall findings, the Proposed Action is 
consistent with state, regional, and local plans.  
 
4.5 Air Quality 
 
The new parking garage and high-level rail station platform will decrease vehicle miles traveled 
on roadways along the U.S. Route 7 corridor and beyond.  Daily traffic volumes in the project 
area will be lower with the garage and rail platform in place than if these facilities were not built 
in association with the Georgetown Development. The Proposed Action is thus considered 
beneficial in terms of air quality; no adverse impacts to air quality are anticipated.  The State 
Traffic Commission’s (STC) requirement for off-site roadway improvements address the 
potential traffic associated with the entire Georgetown Development as well as some pre-existing 
traffic congestion and safety concerns, therefore resulting in improved traffic operations.  
Improved traffic operations and the provision of additional transit options will intuitively 
improve air quality compared to the future No-Action condition.   
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) established National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards (NAAQS) for six air pollutants in the Clean Air Act and 1990 Clean Air Act 
Amendments.  The standards aim to protect human health as well as public welfare.  Primary 
standards set limits to protect public health, including the health of sensitive populations such as 
asthmatics, children, and the elderly.  Secondary standards are set to protect public welfare, 
including protection against visibility impairment, damage to animals, crops, vegetation, and 
buildings. With the exception of sulfur dioxide, all criteria pollutants have secondary standards 
that are equal to the primary standards.   
 
When air pollutant levels do not exceed the standard for each pollutant, a region is considered in 
attainment of the standards.  If a monitor shows an exceedance to a pollutant’s standard, the 
region is then classified as nonattainment for that pollutant and must develop a State 
Implementation Plan to bring the region back to attainment status.  The entire state of 
Connecticut is currently designated as being in attainment for carbon monoxide (CO). There are 
no monitored CO exceedances in the project study area. EPA’s air quality summary: 2007 
Annual Report on Air Quality in New England (EPA Region 1, October 2008), demonstrates that 
CO concentrations are not problematic in Fairfield County. Specifically: 
 

• The highest recorded maximum 8-hour concentration in Fairfield County (2.4 parts per 
million (ppm)) is well below the NAAQS of 9 ppm; and  

 
• Trend graphs for the past twenty years show concentrations of CO well below NAAQS 

and indicate a downward trend in concentrations.  
 

As stated above, the new parking garage and rail platform will increase access to public 
transportation and encourage its use, and will also decrease vehicle miles traveled along the 
Route 7 corridor. By reducing the number of auto trips and vehicle miles of travel on the 
roadways in the region, the project will have an overall positive impact on air quality.  The 
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region will likely have cleaner, healthier air from enhancing/increasing access to transit service 
that removes large numbers of drivers from roadways on a daily basis. 
 
4.6 Noise 
 
A site visit was conducted in November 2006 to identify noise-sensitive land uses (receptors) 
near the Proposed Action site and to obtain a better understanding of the existing noise 
environment in the study area.  Site reconnaissance revealed that the project study area is 
suburban and there are no noise-sensitive receptors within 125 unobstructed feet of the proposed 
parking structure.  Unobstructed means that a direct line of sight exists between a noise-sensitive 
receptor and the Proposed Action.  The nearest noise-sensitive receptors are homes located in a 
residential neighborhood on Old Mill Road, approximately 200 feet east of the proposed parking 
structure.  There are also residences on Church Street South, New Street Terrace, and Smith 
Street located west of the MNRR Danbury Branch approximately 300 feet from the proposed 
parking garage.   The Georgetown Bible Church is the only non-residential noise-sensitive 
receptor in the project study area and is located approximately 525 feet from the proposed 
parking structure. 

  
According to Chapter 4 of Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment (DOT-T-95-16, April, 
1995), a detailed noise analysis is not required for transit parking facilities when there are no 
noise-sensitive receptors within 125 feet (unobstructed) or 75 feet (obstructed by intervening 
buildings) of the proposed facility.  None of the identified noise-sensitive receptors fall within 
the specified screening distances for transit parking facilities. Therefore, no specific noise impact 
analyses are required and no adverse noise impacts relative to the parking facility are anticipated 
for the Proposed Action.  

 
It is worth noting that the new high-level rail station platform means that commuter trains will 
now be stopping at this new location.  Commuter trains are required to sound their horns when 
approaching stations and at-grade crossings.  Train engineers typically blow train whistles about 
¼ to ½ mile from a rail station platform or at-grade crossing, thus the greatest noise impact from 
train whistles will occur at those noise-sensitive receptors located up to ½ mile east and west of 
the proposed rail platform.  Noise from train whistles can reach as high as 119 dBA at a point 
immediately adjacent to the tracks where the whistle is blown.  At 500 feet, a train whistle emits 
a sound level of approximately 90 dBA.  Trains already sound their horns in the general vicinity 
of the Proposed Action site due to a nearby existing at-grade crossing.  Consequently, noise 
impacts associated with train horns are already experienced in the area. 

 
MNRR and CTDOT have no plans to increase the number of trains on the MNRR Danbury 
Branch Line as a direct consequence of the Proposed Action.  However, other planned 
improvements along the Danbury Branch Line, including a new Centralized Traffic Control 
system, and the potential future electrification of the Branch Line with possible service extension 
into New Milford, will likely result in a future increase in the number of trains traveling along 
the Branch.  The Proposed Action by itself; however, will not induce increased train activity in 
the corridor.  Train service levels along the Danbury Branch Line will be determined based on 
ridership demands throughout the overall MNRR system.  Thus, the number of future trains 
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passing by the project area is the same with or without the Proposed Action. In the event that 
train service increases in frequency, the resultant increase in rail noise and whistle blowing at the 
receptors will not be a consequence of the Proposed Action. 
  
In summary, neither the parking garage or rail platform components of the Proposed Action will 
have an adverse impact on the existing noise climate of the study area.  Train engineers will 
continue to blow their horns as they approach the existing North Main Street at-grade crossing. 
This is located close enough to the Proposed Action to serve the dual purpose of warning users 
of the at-grade crossing as well as passengers at the new rail platform of an oncoming train.    
 
4.7 Section 106 Resources 
 
The general vicinity of the Proposed Action has been the subject of two prior cultural resource 
surveys (PCS 1992 and PAL 1998), while the area north of Route 107 was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places (National Register) in 1987.  The PCS study identified the properties 
on Old Mill Road and Main Street as potentially eligible for the National Register, as part of a 
larger historic district.  The PAL study focused on the individual railway components in the 
MetroNorth right-of-way from Norwalk to Danbury.  The study found no individual components 
that could be considered eligible for the National Register.  The study did not address the 
eligibility of the rail line as a whole, however.  Coordination initiated for the Georgetown 
Development with Dr. David Poirier of the CTSHPO on March 5, 2007, indicated that the rail 
line should be treated as a National Register-eligible property (telephone communication by 
Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc.)   

 
By definition, under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the insertion 
a new train station on a pre-existing National Register-eligible line will have an adverse effect on 
the historic resource because it represents a major alteration of the resource.  If the proposed 
parking garage alters historic views along Old Mill Road, then the proposed action will also have 
an adverse impact on the historic properties along Old Mill Street.  
 
Under Section 4(f), reconstituted as Section 303(c), of the Department of Transportation (DOT) 
Act of 1966, the action will have no effect because it can be classified as an improvement within 
a pre-existing transportation corridor.  The facility will be designed to minimize visual impacts 
to the maximum extent possible through vegetative screening and architectural material/color 
selections, in consultation with the local community and the CTSHPO. 
 
No determination has been made of the archaeological sensitivity of the banks of the Norwalk 
River in this area.  However, given the fact that the site was once a manufacturing by-product 
area for the former Gilbert & Bennett Wire Factory and has been disturbed in the past, the 
likelihood of archeological resources on site is low.  
  
4.8 Section 4(f) Resources 
 
Section 4(f) of the 1966 DOT Act (49 USC 303) prohibits use of land from any publicly-owned 
park, recreation area, wildlife or waterfowl refuge, or any historic property listed on or eligible 
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for listing on the National Register, unless there is no feasible or prudent alternative to the use of 
the land and the project includes all possible planning to minimize harm.  Section 4(f) also 
applies to archaeological sites listed on or eligible for the National Register that are determined 
important for in-situ preservation.  The preliminary screening of the parking garage and high-
level rail station platform site revealed that there are no Section 4(f) resources in the area. 
Consequently, a separate Section 4(f) Evaluation is not warranted. Therefore, there are no 
Section 4(f) issues for this project. 
 
4.9 Section 6(f) Resources 
 
Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act (1965) provides funds for acquisition, 
maintenance, and enhancement of public recreational open space by municipalities.  There are no 
public recreational properties or facilities funded and protected under Section 6(f) on or near the 
project site.  Therefore, there are no Section 6(f) issues for this project. 
 
4.10 Visual/Aesthetics 
 
Existing views from residential neighborhoods surrounding the overall Georgetown 
Development consist primarily of dilapidated factory buildings associated with the former 
Gilbert & Bennett Wire Factory.  Those residences closest to the Proposed Action site currently 
have a view of the former manufacturing by-product area that was once used by the factory.  The 
area is now just a vacant grass parcel that is adjacent to existing waster water treatment buildings 
to the north near Route 107.  The Proposed Action will be constructed in such a way as to 
minimize visual impacts to nearby residents to the greatest extent possible through façade and 
pedestrian bridge design, vegetative screening, and color selections.  Therefore, the Proposed 
Action is not anticipated to result in any visual or aesthetic impacts to the surrounding 
communities.   
 
4.11 Public Safety and Security 
 
The Proposed Action will not alter existing emergency access routes and will have no adverse 
effects on the delivery of emergency and/or health care services in the area.  Consequently, the 
Proposed Action will have a beneficial effect and no adverse impact on public safety and 
security. 
 
4.12 Ecologically Sensitive Areas and Endangered Species 
 
The Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (CTDEP) Natural Diversity Data Base 
(NDDB) (CTDEP, November 2008) was consulted to identify whether any rare plant and animal 
species or significant natural communities could potentially exist in the project area.  The NDDB 
contains information on the status of more than 1,000 rare species of plant and animals, 
including invertebrates, and 45 significant natural communities.  The database review revealed 
no known records of rare plant or animal species or significant natural communities exist in the 
project area.  Therefore, no further queries to CTDEP were made and no further coordination 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) is required under NEPA for this project. 
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Based on these findings, the Proposed Action will have no significant adverse impact on 
ecologically sensitive areas or any threatened or endangered species. 
 
4.13 Wetlands 
 
A review of CTDEP GIS data confirmed that there are no hydric soils (i.e. poorly drained or very 
poorly drained soils) indicating wetlands on the project site.  However, the Norwalk River exists 
east of and immediately adjacent to the parking garage site.  Based on the site reconnaissance 
conducted by FHI and discussions with representatives from the design team (Fuss & O’Neill 
and Tighe and Bond), there are no riparian wetlands associated with the Norwalk River that 
would be impacted by the Proposed Action. 

 
To minimize the risk of temporary or long-term pollution effects, including sedimentation, on the 
waters (Norwalk River) that may receive stormwater from the Proposed Action, a stormwater 
pollution control plan will be designed and implemented in accordance with the 2002 
Connecticut Guidelines for Erosion and Sedimentation Control (CTDEP 2002). The adopted 
measures will prevent and minimize sedimentation, siltation, and/or pollution of the Norwalk 
River. Additionally, post-construction runoff will be appropriately treated per the Connecticut 
Stormwater Quality Manual (CTDEP 2004). 
 
Given this evaluation, the Proposed Action will have no significant adverse impact on wetlands. 
 
 
4.14 Water Resources/Water Quality 
 
Surface Water Resources   
 
The Norwalk River is classified by the CTDEP as a Class B surface water resource. Groundwater 
beneath the majority of the Proposed Action site is designated as Class GB with the 
southernmost tip of the project site underlain by groundwater designated as Class GA.  The site 
is the former location of a facility that treated wire factory by-products before being discharged 
into the Norwalk River.   

 
CTDEP GIS data, mapping, and a field visit confirmed that the Norwalk River, a Class B surface 
water resource, exists just east of the proposed parking garage and rail station platform 
development site.  The river is approximately 10 feet wide through the project area and will be 
completely spanned by the proposed pedestrian bridge.  USGS and CTDEP GIS data also 
indicated the presence of open water on the proposed development site, referred to as the 
Georgetown Ponds.  Consultation with Fuss & O’Neill and Tighe and Bond revealed that these 
ponds were once surface water impoundments associated with the former manufacturing by-
product area that served the factory.  The impoundments no longer exist (refer to Section 4.23 - 
Environmental Risk Sites for additional information relative to the former surface water 
impoundments). 
 



 

 
Federal Categorical Exclusion          17 
Parking Garage and Rail Station Platform 
Georgetown Development, Redding, CT 
 
 

 

Aquifer Protection Areas and Groundwater Resources   
 
Aquifer protection areas, commonly referred to as wellhead protection areas, represent the area 
of groundwater contribution for active public water supply wells.  A review of CTDEP data 
revealed that there are no aquifer protection areas in the vicinity of the Proposed Action site.  As 
previously noted, groundwater surrounding much of the project area is designated by CTDEP as 
Class GB.  This groundwater can be used for industrial processes, but it is not suitable for human 
consumption without treatment. There are no aquifer/wellhead protection areas on or 
surrounding the Proposed Action site. 
 
Stormwater Runoff and Drainage 
 
Anytime a parking garage is constructed, standards and codes require that stormwater be 
properly handled.  The new parking garage and associated access and egress elements will result 
in a net increase of impervious surface on site.  Impervious surface increases the potential for 
runoff by adding to both volume and rate of flow of stormwater, which has the potential to 
overburden an existing drainage system.  Because the new parking garage is being constructed 
on the site of a capped hazardous materials landfill (the former manufacturing by-product area 
associated with the wire factory), infiltration of stormwater runoff is not a treatment option. 
Therefore, stormwater runoff from impervious surfaces (including the exposed surface deck of 
the garage) will be piped to an offline vortechnics oil and grit separator designed to remove 80% 
of total suspended sediments as required by Stormwater Quality Manual (CTDEP, 2004).  The 
treated stormwater runoff will then be piped into the Norwalk River.     
 
Stormwater runoff from interior garage levels will be handled differently.  The present drainage 
design calls for this runoff to be collected by a separate system that will convey stormwater via a 
sanitary sewer lateral line to the existing wastewater treatment plant located immediately to the 
north of the Proposed Action site. 
 
As a result of the drainage measures and precautions incorporated into the design of the 
Proposed Action, no adverse effects on surface water or groundwater quality are anticipated.  
 
 
Surface Water Quality 
 
Potential impacts to surface water resources and water quality could arise from stormwater 
runoff associated with the Proposed Action.  To mitigate potential surface water quality 
degradation, both during construction and post-construction, a stormwater pollution control plan 
will be designed and implemented in accordance with the 2002 Connecticut Guidelines for 
Erosion and Sedimentation Control (CTDEP 2002). The measures taken will prevent and 
minimize sedimentation, siltation, and/or pollution of the Norwalk River.  Temporary and 
permanent stormwater management systems like those described above will be appropriately 
designed in conformance with the Connecticut Stormwater Quality Manual (CTDEP, 2004) to 
ensure that stormwater runoff is appropriately treated prior to discharge from the Proposed 
Action site.  As a result, no adverse impacts to water resources and water quality are anticipated. 
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The Proposed Action will have no significant adverse impact on water quality, navigable 
waterways, or coastal zones. 
 
4.15 Floodplains 
 
A preliminary review of CTDEP GIS floodplain data developed from Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) mapping reveals that there are 100-year and 500-year floodplains 
along the Norwalk River, abutting the eastern edge of the Proposed Action (See Appendix A, 
Figure 4 – Floodplains and Stream Channel Encroachment Areas). There is also a CTDEP 
Stream Channel Encroachment Line (SCEL) associated with the Norwalk River with boundaries 
that are nearly identical to the 100-year floodplains.    

 
The footprint of the proposed parking garage is located entirely outside the boundaries of both 
the 100-year FEMA floodplain and CTDEP SCEL; however, the proposed pedestrian bridge 
over the Norwalk River leading to the new parking garage may require some construction within 
both the 100-year floodplain and SCEL depending on the final design of the bridge.  Although 
direct impacts are anticipated to be minimal given the small area that may be affected, a CTDEP 
Inland Water Resources permit application that includes Flood Management Certification 
(Connecticut General Statutes [CGS] Section 25-68b) will be required for the project. This is 
necessary since the Proposed Action is a state-funded action that potentially increases 
stormwater runoff to the Norwalk River due to new impervious surfaces. The Flood Management 
Certification process will involve a variety of analyses and design measures to ensure that the 
project will not cause potential flooding risks or hazards to people or property. 
 
Overall, the Proposed Action is not anticipated to have any significant adverse impacts on 
floodplains, SCEL, and downstream flood elevations. 
 
4.16 Wild and Scenic Rivers, Navigable Waterways, and Coastal Resources 
 
There are no federally designated wild or scenic rivers, navigable waterways, or coastal 
resources in the project study area.  Therefore, the Proposed Action will not impact these 
resources. 
 
4.17 Farmlands 
 
A review of CTDEP GIS prime farmland data confirmed that there are no prime farmland soils 
or statewide important farmland soils in the project area.  The nearest soils of significance are 
located about 200 feet west of the railroad corridor and south of Route 107 (outside of the 
analysis area – see Appendix A, Figure 5 - Farmlands).  Therefore, the Proposed Action will not 
impact these resources. 
 
4.18 Community Disruption 
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The federally funded Proposed Action is an integral component of a much larger privately-
funded redevelopment project that essentially creates a community activity center in 
Georgetown.  The transportation elements associated with the Proposed Action are welcomed by 
the community and are anticipated to have a beneficial effect.  Therefore, the Proposed Action 
will have no significant adverse impact on community cohesion.   
 
4.19 Public Utilities and Services 
 
The Proposed Action will connect to existing utility providers.  Potential impacts to public 
utilities and services will not be a significant issue for this project. 
 
4.20 Energy Requirements 
 
Energy requirements for the Proposed Action, limited primarily to electricity for lighting, will be 
met by connections to existing utility providers.  Energy impacts are not anticipated from this 
project. 
 
4.21 Socioeconomics 
 
Socio-economic impacts associated with a project typically include changes in employment 
opportunities, impacts to major employers, business displacements, and other effects on the 
economy.  The Proposed Action will not result in any property acquisitions or displacements.  
The additional parking spaces and new rail station platform will provide greater access to transit 
for residents of the Georgetown Development and the Town of Redding, which will in turn 
provide greater access to employment centers within the region.  Therefore, the Proposed Action 
will have no significant adverse impacts on socioeconomics. 
 
4.22 Title VI/Environmental Justice (EJ) 
 
A review of U.S. Census 2000 data was conducted for the purposes of identifying the presence or 
absence of minority and low income populations in the vicinity of the Proposed Action.  A 
concentration of these groups, known as environmental justice populations, in the project vicinity 
compared to surrounding geographic areas would indicate the potential for environmental justice 
impacts from the project.   
 
Table 1 presents a comparison of the percentages of low-income and minority people residing in 
the study area, represented by Census Tract 2401, to those of the Town of Redding, Fairfield 
County, and the State of Connecticut as a whole.  Overall, the study area has a similar percentage 
low-income and minority populations when compared to the Town of Redding.  However, 
compared to the county and the state, the study area contains substantially lower percentages of 
these populations.  As such, there are no environmental justice populations in the study area.  
Consequently, the Proposed Action will not result in impacts to environmental justice 
populations. In fact, the Georgetown Development will help the Town of Redding address its 
affordable housing goals, providing a beneficial opportunity for lower income groups. 
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Table 1: Environmental Justice Populations 
 

 Tract 2401 
Block Group 3  
(Study Area) 

 
Town of 
Redding 

 
Fairfield 
County 

 
State of CT 

Population 1,983 8,270 882,567 3,405,565 
Percent Minority 4% 4% 21% 23% 
Percent Below 

Poverty* 1% 2% 7% 8% 

Source: U.S. Census 2000. 
*Census poverty definition is $8,500 per capita income annually or less. 

  
4.23 Environmental Risk Sites and Hazardous Materials 
 
The Proposed Action will be located on the site of the former Gilbert & Bennett Wire Factory 
manufacturing by-product area and associated surface impoundments. The manufacturing by-
product area was used to treat factory by-product before it was discharged into the Norwalk 
River.  In the 1930s, a permit was granted for a wastewater treatment plant to discharge sludge to 
on-site lagoons. Over the years, the sludge eventually filled the lagoons, which have since been 
classified as a hazardous waste landfill by the U.S. EPA. A Remedial Action Plan (RAP) has 
been developed by a Licensed Environmental Professional (LEP) contracted by GLDC. The 
RAP is being fully coordinated with the CTDEP and is close to approval/acceptance. 

 
According to a 2006 Environmental Condition Assessment Form (ECAF), prepared by Fuss & 
O’Neill, several contaminants exist at the site, such as metal-hydroxide sludge.  Until 1987, 
metal-hydroxide sludge (a by-product of operations at the former Gilbert & Bennett Wire 
Factory) was disposed of on the site in surface impoundments, a drying pit, and several piles.  
Approximately 19,400 cubic yards of sludge were deposited at the site. In addition to the known 
sludge contamination, releases have been reported to the CTDEP for the site that include 
petroleum leaks and storage tank leakages.  Additionally, waste source sampling revealed soil 
contamination from degreasing and cleaning chemicals, lead and zinc skimmings, acidic 
wastewater, and waste by-product. An EPA-funded Removal Action was completed in 2001 to 
stabilize the metal-hydroxide sludge present at the site.  An earthen cap was then constructed 
over the stabilized materials. In May of 2006, as part of the expansion of the Town of Redding’s 
sewage treatment plant, which is located adjacent to the Proposed Action site, metal-hydroxide 
sludge was removed from the construction expansion area and relocated under the earthen cap in 
accordance with a CTDEP approved Soil Management Plan.  

 
The Proposed Action is an integral part of the overall site remediation effort at the former 
factory. Hazardous materials that accumulate during the redevelopment of the factory site to the 
north of Route 107 will be piled onto the site of the existing hazardous materials landfill (the site 
of the proposed parking garage) and then will be capped with the construction of the parking 
garage. All drainage from the impervious parking garage will be directed around the landfill to a 
vortechnics oil and grit separator and then ultimately discharged into the Norwalk River.  There 
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will be no infiltration of parking garage drainage into the landfill area, thereby reducing the risk 
to the public of off-site migration of contaminants. 
 
The pending CTDEP-approved RAP will ensure that the Proposed Action will have no 
significant adverse impact related to hazardous materials.  The project will not contribute to any 
surface or ground water contamination or result in increased exposure and/or risks to the public 
from hazardous waste. 
 
4.24 Construction Impacts 
 
Impacts during construction of the Proposed Action are anticipated in relation to air quality, 
water quality/wetlands, noise, solid waste, hazardous materials, and public utilities and services. 
The nature of these impacts and proposed mitigation measures for adverse impacts are described 
below. 
 
Air Quality   
 
During construction of the Proposed Action, the potential exists for dust from exposed surfaces to 
become airborne.  CTDOT will require contractors to comply with current best management 
practices.  Additionally, the prolonged use of diesel-powered construction vehicles contributes to 
increased diesel exhaust emissions including carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons, nitrogen oxides, and 
particulate matter (PM2.5). Concerns over diesel exhaust emissions have led EPA to develop new 
emission standards for new diesel-powered vehicles beginning in 2004. 

 
Mitigation:  Appropriate mitigation for excessive idling of construction equipment and fugitive 
dust control are described in Section 22a-174 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies 
(RCSA).  Mitigation measures to control impacts to air quality during construction will include 
wetting and stabilization to decrease dust, cleaning paved areas, placing tarps over truck beds 
when hauling dirt, and staging construction in such a way to minimize the amount and duration of 
exposed earth.  In addition, the contractor will be required to keep equipment maintained and 
operating efficiently in a clean manner to mitigate any exhaust impacts.  Construction vehicles 
will also need to comply with the three-minute idling regulation. 
 
Water Quality/Wetlands   
 
To mitigate potential water quality impacts during the construction period, temporary best 
management practices (BMPs) will be employed and an erosion and sedimentation control plan 
will be implemented, pursuant to regulatory guidelines and approvals. CTDEP’s 2002 
Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control and the Connecticut 
Stormwater Quality Manual (CTDEP, 2004) will be followed. Erosion and sedimentation 
controls such as silt fences and hay bales will be installed at appropriate locations, such as at the 
base of fill slopes or around catch basin drop inlets, and will be regularly maintained and 
routinely checked after rainfall events. 
 
Noise   
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During the construction period, continuous as well as intermittent (or impulse) noise will be 
experienced in the immediate project vicinity, which may be perceived by some to be intrusive, 
annoying and discomforting.  This noise will be generated by construction equipment including 
pneumatic tools which emit strong penetrating percussive sounds, and the daily movement of 
dump trucks, loaders, backhoes, and other heavy equipment to, from, and on the construction site. 

 
The following table provides typical noise emission levels in A-weighted decibels (dBA) 50 feet 
from construction equipment.  For comparison, everyday noise levels within suburban 
environments similar to that found at the Georgetown site range from about 50 to 60 dBA 
(Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment, DOT-T-95-16, April, 1995). 
 

Noise Emission Levels from Construction Equipment 
Construction Equipment Noise Level (dBA) 50 

feet from Source 
Air compressor 81 
Backhoe 80 
Dozer 85 
Generator 81 
Jackhammer 88 
Loader 85 
Pneumatic Tool 85 
Rock Drill 98 
Dump Truck 85 

Source:  Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment (DOT-T-95-16, April, 
1995) 

 
In general, noise levels are reduced by six dBA for each doubling of distance from a noise source.  
Thus, a dozer with a noise level of 85 dBA at 50 feet will have a noise level of 79 dBA at 100 
feet, 73 dBA at 200 feet, 67 dBA at 400 feet, 61 dBA at 800 feet, and so forth.  Buildings and 
other barriers located between a noise source and a receiver further reduce the intensity of 
construction noise.  For comparison, the Proposed Action is located approximately 200 feet from 
the nearest residential noise receptors.  These are the closest noise sensitive receptors to the 
Proposed Action site.   
 
Mitigation: Numerous mitigation measures will be considered relative to noise, as follows:  
 

• Install and maintain properly functioning muffler devices on all construction equipment; 
 

• Restrict construction activities to normal weekday work hours, 8 a.m. until 5 p.m.; and 
 

• Adhere to the Town of Wilton’s noise regulations as set forth in Section 29-9.H.7 of the 
towns zoning regulations.  These regulations essentially stipulate that no noise shall be 
transmitted outside the property from which it originates at a level that exceeds 80 
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decibels during daylight hours or 55 decibels from 10 p.m. to 7 a.m.  The Town of 
Redding does not have noise regulations or a noise ordinance. 

 
Solid Waste and Hazardous Materials 
 
Solid waste will be generated from construction.  This waste will be disposed of as municipal 
solid waste. Any construction waste materials containing solvents (e.g., paint thinner, varnishes) 
will be managed as hazardous waste and disposed of by a licensed waste hauler.    
 
Mitigation:  No mitigation is required. 
 
Public Utilities and Services  

 
During construction, the installation and/or relocation of utility lines has the potential to result in 
temporary short-term disruptions of local service.  In addition, construction associated with 
underground utility installation/relocation has the potential to impact stormwater runoff quality as 
erosion of exposed soils may lead to sediment transport and potential increases in the turbidity of 
receiving waters.  

 
Mitigation: The following measures will be taken during construction to mitigate impacts to 
utility services: 

 
• Proactive coordination with utility providers will be undertaken prior to construction to 

ensure full coordination on new service connections and minimize utility service 
disruptions; 

 
• If lengthy service disruptions are anticipated, potentially affected consumers will be 

notified prior to the commencement of the construction activity; and 
 

• For stormwater management, BMPs will be employed as described above. Erosion and 
sedimentation controls such as silt fences and hay bales will be installed at appropriate 
locations, such as at the base of fill slopes or around catch basin drop inlets, and will be 
regularly maintained and routinely checked after rainfall events 

  
Energy Use/Consumption   
 
Project construction will result in an increased local demand for fossil fuels (mainly diesel fuel) 
and an increased demand for electricity. 

 
Mitigation:  No mitigation is required. 
 
4.25 Indirect and Cumulative Effects 
 
As required by NEPA, indirect and cumulative impacts must be studied to determine if the 
Proposed Action fosters or accelerates development beyond the immediate project area and if the 
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Proposed Action, when added to other actions, collectively results in significant environmental 
impacts.   
 
Indirect effects are those which are caused by the action and are later in time or farther removed 
in distance, but are still reasonably foreseeable (40 CFR 1508.8).  Indirect effects may include 
growth-inducing effects and other effects related to induced changes in the pattern of land use, 
population density or growth rate, and related effects on air and water and other natural resources 
and systems, including ecosystems.  The Proposed Action includes transportation elements 
serving a community development project.  The action, by itself, is not anticipated to induce any 
growth or change to the pattern of land use locally or regionally.  It does not cause or enable 
more frequent commuter rail service, for instance.  Potential indirect effects were considered 
relative to potential changes in the resources listed above. Based on this assessment, the 
Proposed Action is not anticipated to have any indirect impacts either later in time or farther 
away from the site.  
 
Cumulative effects are defined as the impact on the environment that results from the 
incremental impact of the Proposed Action when added to other past, present and reasonably 
foreseeable future actions regardless of what agency (federal or non-federal) or person 
undertakes such other actions (40 CFR 1508.7).  Cumulative impacts can result from 
individually minor but collectively significant actions taking place over a period of time.  
Planned and programmed actions considered for this cumulative impacts assessment fall into two 
categories; land development projects and transportation system projects. Each along with its 
potential for cumulative effects is described in summary below.  
 
The preliminary screening conducted by Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc. (FHI) indicated no planned 
and/or programmed land development projects in the vicinity of the Proposed Action, with the 
exception of the related Georgetown Development project.  As noted, the Proposed Action is 
integral to the Georgetown Development concept. The high-level rail platform and parking 
garage will provide transit access and help meet parking demand from Georgetown Development 
residents and business patrons, in addition to serving commuters from throughout the region.  
The overall Georgetown Development project is expected to have a beneficial indirect effect on 
the local and regional economy, environmental quality, and neighborhood cohesion for the 
Georgetown area of Redding. The Proposed Action will contribute to those beneficial effects by 
enhancing the sustainability of the overall project. The cumulative effect is expected to be 
beneficial, including the remediation of former contaminated properties, economic growth, and 
enhancement of neighborhood cohesion for Georgetown and Redding. 
 
There is one ongoing transportation construction project as well as several other planned 
improvements to the transportation system in the general region of the Proposed Action.  These 
include the U.S. Route 7 widening and improvements under construction in Wilton and 
improvement alternatives under consideration for the Danbury Branch Line.  Improvements in 
rail service are expected to be implemented over the next decade or so. These projects are 
anticipated to collectively ease congestion, improve safety, and enhance access to all modes for 
travelers in the region. The Proposed Action will complement those improvements.  
Consequently, there is some potential for positive cumulative effects of the Proposed Action in 
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association with other ongoing planned and programmed transportation system improvements in 
the region.  
 
The traffic analysis for the Proposed Action concluded that there was some potential for direct 
and indirect adverse impacts to local traffic conditions from the Proposed Action.  The STC 
permit for the Proposed Action has identified a number of off-site traffic improvements that must 
be constructed to address the traffic impacts associated with the entire GLDC development site, 
including rail station platform and parking garage-generated traffic. Those local roadway system 
enhancements are expected to accommodate the increased traffic associated with the Proposed 
Action. As a consequence, the Proposed Action is expected to have no cumulative adverse effect 
on traffic and transportation and a beneficial cumulative effect in terms of regional travel and 
access. 
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Figure 4
FEMA Floodplains &

Stream Channel
Encroachment Lines
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Floodway & Floodplain information from Fuss & O'neill's July 2008 Existing Conditions CAD Rendering
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Figure 5
Prime Farmland Soils
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