[image: image1.png]Connecticut



                                          



   



Social Equity Council
________________________


STATE OF CONNECTICUT | SOCIAL EQUITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING (DRAFT)

September 26, 2022, Meeting 10 A.M.

Virtual Meeting via Zoom
Meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Comer at 10:04 A.M.
Council Members present:

Marilyn Alverio

Corrie Betts

Andréa Comer

Avery Gaddis 


Michael Jefferson

Ojala Naeem

Christina Shaw (Designee for State Treasurer Shawn Wooden)
Kelli-Marie Vallieres
Kevin Walton

Council Members absent:
Kyle Abercrombie (Designee DECD Commissioner David Lehman)

Subira Gordon

David Lehman
Marc Pelka (Designee for OPM Secretary Jeffrey Beckham)

Edwin Shirley

SEC Staff: Ginne-Rae Clay, Executive Director, Komla Matrevi, Staff Attorney, Jennifer 
Stevens, Associate Accountant, Kristina Diamond, Communications & Legislative Program 
Manager, Jennifer Edwards, Program Manager, Crystal Morris-Crenshaw, Administrative 
Assistant

Guests:  Mohamad Alkadry, Associate Director: Institute for Municipal and Regional Policy 
Kenneth Barone, Director of the Institute for Municipal and Regional Policy Andrew Clark, 
Geoffrey Magon, Senior Manager at CohnReznick, Sarona Saadeh, Senior Manager, 
Government Advisory at CohnReznick.
Chairwoman Comer stated the Council would be asked to vote on the recommendations from 
CohnReznick regarding one hybrid retailer, one product packager, and six equity joint ventures 
and vote on nine workforce development plans that had been submitted per Section 35 of the 
legislation. The budget would be considered as proposed by the staff of the SEC. Language 
regarding ownership and control would be discussed. Consideration of the DIA map that was on 
the agenda was being postponed gaining further clarity on the best way to 
approach this effort. 
Chairwoman Comer asked for a motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss pending litigation.
Motion – by Michael Jefferson
Second – by Avery Gaddis 
In favor – All 

Opposed – None 

Abstentions – None

Motion passed.

Chairwoman Comer called the meeting back to order and recalled the role.
Council Member Present:
Marilyn Alverio

Corrie Betts

Andrea Comer

Avery Gaddis 

Michael Jefferson


Ojala Naeem

Marc Pelka
Christina Shaw
Kelli-Marie Vallieres
Kevin Walton

Council Members Absent:

Kyle Abercrombie (Designee for Commissioner David Lehman)

Subira Gordon

David Lehman 

Edwin Shirley

Chairwoman Comer requested to amend the order of the agenda, moving agenda Item 8 to the 
top of the list and requested a motion to approve language clarifying ownership and control. 
Motion to Approve the Proposed Update to the Ownership and Control Criteria. 
Motion – by Michael Jefferson
Second – by Avery Gaddis

In favor – All 

Opposed – None 

Abstentions – None
Motion passed.
Per Conn. Gen. Stat. Sec. 4-181a, Council Member Naeem moved to reconsider the Council’s vote on July 29 denying Social Equity status on Application Number ACRE.0011824 without admitting the Council errored in denying the license or otherwise failed to follow procedures. She moved that the Council notify the applicant they may resubmit updated applications only as to ownership and control no later than 10 days after the date of the notification and that the Council hold a vote on the application only as to ownership and control within 30 days of the notification date. The Council shall apply the criteria for ownership and control posted on the website today.
Motion – by Ojala Naeem

Second – by Avery Gaddis

Council Member Jefferson asked for explanation of the precedent being established.

Chairwoman Comer stated there would be others considered at this meeting as well as discussed 
in Executive Session. She understood this was the first step toward that.  Discussion ensued.
Opposed – None

Abstentions – Michael Jefferson
Motion passed.
Council Member Naeem moved to reconsider the Council’s vote on August 19 denying Social 
Equity status on Application Numbers AMHF0004030 to Leaf CT, LLC; ACDS0000801 to 

Let’s Go Hartford, LLC; and ACPP0000136 to White Oak Apothecary, LLC without admitting 
the Council erred in denying the licenses or otherwise failed to follow procedures. She moved 
that the Council notify the applicants they may resubmit updated applications only as to 
ownership and control no later than 10 days after the date of notification and that the Council 
hold a vote on the applications only as to ownership and control within 30 days of the 
notification date. The Council shall apply the criteria for ownership and control posted on the 
website today.
Motion – by Ojala Naeem

Second – by Avery Gaddis

In favor – Michael Jefferson, Abstained 

Opposed – None

Abstentions – Michael Jefferson

Motion passed.

Council Member Naeem moved to reconsider the Council’s vote on September 7 denying Social 
Equity status on Application Numbers ACTP0000303 and ACPM0000701 to 
Brownstone Sales, LLC; and ACFV00001230 to Let’s Go Hartford without admitting the 
Council erred in denying the licenses or otherwise failed to follow procedures. She moved that 
the Council notify the applicants they may resubmit updated applications only as to ownership 
and control no later than 10 days after the date of notification and that the Council hold a vote on 
the applications only as to ownership and control within 30 days of the notification date. The 
Council shall apply the criteria for ownership and control posted on the website today.
Motion – by Ojala Naeem
Second – by Avery Gaddis

In favor – Michael Jefferson, Abstained 

Opposed – None

Abstentions – Michael Jefferson

Motion passed.

Geoffrey Magon presented the recommendations for approval and denial based on the agenda 
list. 
Chairwoman Comer asked for a motion to approve CohnReznick’s recommendation approving four 
Equity Joint Venture applications meeting Social Equity criteria.
Motion – by Edwin Shirley

Second – by Michael Jefferson

In favor – All 

Opposed – None

Abstentions – None

Motion passed.

Chairwoman Comer requested a motion to approve one product packager application meeting 
Social Equity criteria.
Motion – by Michael Jefferson

Second – by Avery Gaddis

In favor – All 

Opposed – None

Abstentions – None

Motion passed.

Chairwoman Comer asked for a motion to deny two Equity Joint Venture applications that failed 
to meet Social Equity criteria.

Motion – by Avery Gaddis

Second – by Edwin Shirley

Council Member Jefferson inquired if we could anticipate the SEC reconsidering these 
applications. 

Chairwoman Comer replied to the equity joint ventures had the option to resubmit applications. 
There was an appeal option but it would be easier to resubmit the application. 

In favor – All 

Opposed – None

Abstentions – None

Motion passed.

Chairwoman Comer asked for a motion to accept CohnReznick’s recommendation to deny one 
Hybrid Retailer application failing to meet Social Equity criteria based on residency. 
Motion – by Avery Gaddis

Second – by Edwin Shirley

Discussion ensued.

In favor – All 

Opposed – None

Abstentions – None

Motion passed.
Sarona Saadeh discussed the Workforce Development Plan methodology. 
Chairwoman Vallieres noted that no federal dollars could be spent on training programs. As the 
majority of funding to the regional workforce boards were federal dollars, care needed to be 
taken to ensure state or other funding was used to run the training programs. 
Council Member Gaddis moved to approve denying workforce plans as presented 
Motion – by Avery Gaddis

Second – by Michael Jefferson

In favor – All 

Opposed – None

Abstentions – None

Motion passed.

Council Member Shaw updated the council on the current year’s budget given at the last full meeting of the Council there were questions around available resources to carry out some core objectives of the SEC by virtue of the lapse of the General Fund allocation. She addressed the budget request for the next biennium, for fiscal years 2024/2025, which the Council would be asked to endorse the draft as the formal request of the Council that would be submitted to the Office of Policy and Management. She emphasized it was a request, and there was work to do online items for workforce development and community reinvestment. Discussion ensued.
Council Member Shaw clarified General Fund dollars generally had a presumption of lapse unless there was a request they not lapse. The General Fund allocation was intended to be replaced with revenues associated with the cannabis licenses and other revenues. Discussion ensued.
Council Member Naeem stated the Accelerator Program businesses will not be participating and what they wanted to pull out of the program was just the educational content. The Council should talk to the Accelerator operator to ensure staff had access to the content. Because they were not full businesses going through it, she assumed they would not utilize the full program. Discussion ensued.  
Chairperson Shaw requested a description of the responsibilities of the second staff attorney and 
how the legal function with two in-house attorneys would complement the support received from 
the Attorney General’s office.  Discussion ensued.
Chairperson Shaw stated there had been questions around the organizational chart and the 
lines of reporting and wanted to know if there was an organizational chart reflecting the 
additional positions to understand the organization once fully staffed. Discussion ensued.
Council Member Jefferson questioned why workforce development was under expenses and 
community reinvestment the same line item.

Director Clay voiced why they were on the same line item. 
Council Member Alverio inquired why we were talking about a brand director position as 
opposed to a community outreach manager position and regarding the actual expenses if it was 
recommended marketing and communications be removed, or the $700,000 budget be 
maintained for marketing and communications and outreach not be included. 
Director Clay explained she used the DECD model and what Council Member Alverio 
mentioned was what the DECD brand director had as responsibilities. Other titles could be 
explored if another position was a better fit for the needs of the Council. The marketing and 
communications were a marketing and communications budget, and marketing and 
communications would take place through the Accelerator Program as well as the community 
investment and workforce development line items, so there would be additional funds for that. 
Council Member Alverio would feel more comfortable if this were discussed further as opposed 
to removing the cost of that agency, especially since we were just beginning. The timeline 
concerned her. She requested a change not be made until there was a conversation around it. 
Director Clay acknowledged the request and would resend the emails regarding this. 

Chairwoman Comer expressed the organization chart did not reflect the second attorney and the 
brand manager. Regarding lines of reporting, there may have been concern about salary 
disparity. Regarding the travel/mileage/professional development line $130,000 for a staff of 10 
seemed large, and she hoped some line items could be reconsidered. She flagged those concerns 
in advance of dissemination to OPM.  
Council Member Shaw stated the reasons why the Council had designated subcommittees. The 
request for biennium budget was October 1, and the Council would not have time to meet again 
to review revisions discussed today. She opined that more work needed to be done on the budget 
request to receive the endorsement of the Council, and she was not ready to advance it. She 
questioned, even if the deadline were missed, if reflected changes could be presented at the next 
Full Council meeting. Discussion ensued.
Council Member Gaddis motioned to table the matter to the next meeting. There was a deadline 
but no need to rush this work product based on what Council Member Pelka stated. 

Motion – by Avery Gaddis

Second – by Christine Shaw
Council Member Naeem suggested between now and the next Council meeting that Executive 
Director Clay meet with committee chairs to go through, so there was accurate 
representation from each committee and initial questions can be addressed before it was 
addressed again during the Council meeting. 

In Favor – Marilyn Alverio, Avery Gaddis, Subira Gordon, Ojala Naeem, Christine Shaw, 
Andrea Comer  
Opposed – Corrie Betts, Michael Jefferson, Edwin Shirley, Kelli-Marie Vallieres, Kevin Walton
Abstention – Marc Pelka
Motion passed.

· Motion to Recertify the DIA Map using Historical Conviction Rate for Drug-Related Offenses Greater than One-tenth. 

Council Member Gaddis suggested Item 7 be tabled to a future meeting.

Motion – by Edwin Shirley

Second – by Avery Gaddis

In Favor – All 
Opposed – None 

Abstention – None
Motion passed.
Chairwoman Comer entertained a motion to adjourn.

Motion – by Corrie Betts
Second – by Avery Gaddis

Meeting adjourned at 11:11am
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