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Social Equity Council
________________________


MINUTES OF THE SOCIAL EQUITY COUNCIL (DRAFT)
SPECIAL MEETING
October 18, 2022, Meeting 11 A.M.
Virtual Meeting via Zoom
Meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Comer at 11:02 a.m. 

Council Members Present:
Kyle Abercrombie (Designee DECD Commissioner David Lehman)
Corrie Betts 

Andréa
 Comer

Avery Gaddis
Subira Gordon
Michael Jefferson

Ojala Naeem

Marc Pelka (Designee OPM Secretary Jeffrey Beckham)
Christine Shaw (Designee for State Treasurer Shawn Wooden)
Edwin Shirley

Kelli-Marie Vallieres

Kevin Walton 

Council Members absent:

Marilyn Alverio 
SEC Staff: Ginne-Rae Clay, Executive Director, Kristina Diamond, Legislative & 

Communications Program Manager, Jennifer Edwards, Program Manager, Jennifer Stevens, 

Associate Accountant.

Guests:  Geoffrey Magon, Senior Manager, CohnReznick; Sarona Saadeh, Manager, CohnReznick; Ray Kissiday, Manager, CohnReznick; Rodrick Marriott, Drug Control Director, Department of Consumer Protection
Chairwoman Comer welcomed council members, policy makers, team members, and 
members of the public.  She discussed that the Council would be voting on recommendations 
from CohnReznick regarding 19 equity joint ventures and 7 lottery applications.
Geoffrey Magon discussed that CohnReznick had reviewed 19 total equity joint ventures and had 
approval recommendations for 9 of those, 2 micro-cultivators and 7 retailers.  There were 10 
denials recommended, 1 delivery service and 9 hybrid retailers.  There were 7 lottery 
applications reviewed with 5 approvals recommended, 3 food and beverage, 1 transporter, and 1 
product manufacturer.  There were 2 denials recommended, 1 delivery service and 1 food and 
beverage.    
Chairwoman Comer requested a motion to accept CohnReznick's recommendation to approve 2 micro-cultivator equity joint venture applications that met the social equity criteria.

Motion – by Michael Jefferson

Second – by Avery Gaddis

In Favor – All

Abstention – None

Motion passed.

Chairwoman Comer requested a motion to accept CohnReznick's recommendation to approve 7 retailer equity joint venture applications that met the social equity criteria.

Motion – by Michael Jefferson

Second – by Avery Gaddis

In Favor – All

Abstention – None

Motion passed.
Chairwoman Comer requested a motion to accept CohnReznick's recommendation to deny 1 delivery service equity joint venture application that failed to meet the social equity criteria.

Motion – by Michael Jefferson

Second – by Avery Gaddis

In Favor – All

Abstention – None

Motion passed.

Chairwoman Comer requested a motion to accept CohnReznick's recommendation to deny 9 hybrid retailer equity joint venture application that failed to meet the social equity criteria.

Motion – by Michael Jefferson

Second – by Avery Gaddis

In Favor – All

Abstention – None

Motion passed.

Chairwoman Comer requested a motion to accept CohnReznick's recommendation to approve 3 food and beverage lottery applications that met the social equity criteria.

Motion – by Michael Jefferson

Second – by Avery Gaddis

In Favor – All

Abstention – None

Motion passed.

Chairwoman Comer requested a motion to accept CohnReznick's recommendation to approve 1 transporter lottery application that met the social equity criteria.

Motion – by Michael Jefferson

Second – by Avery Gaddis

In Favor – All

Abstention – None

Motion passed.

Chairwoman Comer requested a motion to accept CohnReznick's recommendation to approve 1 product manufacturer lottery application that met the social equity criteria.

Motion – by Michael Jefferson

Second – by Avery Gaddis

In Favor – All

Abstention – None

Motion passed.

Chairwoman Comer requested a motion to accept CohnReznick's recommendation to deny 1 delivery service lottery application that failed to meet the social equity criteria.

Motion – by Michael Jefferson

Second – by Avery Gaddis

In Favor – All

Abstention – None

Motion passed.

Chairwoman Comer requested a motion to accept CohnReznick's recommendation to deny 1 food and beverage lottery application that failed to meet the social equity criteria.

Motion – by Michael Jefferson

Second – by Avery Gaddis

In Favor – All

Abstention – None

Motion passed.
Council Member Gaddis expressed concern about guarding against oversaturation.  Discussion ensued.

Rodrick Marriott discussed that the DCP will work with whatever comes out of the original process, the remand process, and the reconsideration process and adjust accordingly with lotteries and lottery opportunities to balance the saturation.  DCP is doing seed-to-sale tracking as well to identify flaws in the market and mitigate black market cannabis activity.  Local zoning will also play a role in controlling how many retailers are permitted.  

Council Member Abercrombie suggested doing an overview of the number of licenses anticipated and approved for each category at the next meeting to give a sense of what the numbers look like.  

Director Clay stated she had sent out a snapshot on Wednesday, October 12, listing the number of applications CohnReznick has reviewed and where each of the license categories are.  She stated she would forward that information again.  
Rodrick Marriott stated there are multiple stages of the licensing process and this vote will close out some of the social equity portions of the lottery, provided the background checks come back okay.  Then subsequent lotteries will be able to move forward. 

Geoffrey Magon clarified the number totals.  The correct number was 8 instead of 9 hybrid retailers recommended for denial and the total number of EJVs recommended for denial was 9 instead of 10.  

Chairwoman Comer thanked the Council, Patrick Hulin, the team at the Institute for 
Municipal and Regional Policy, and the SEC staff for their help in this matter.  She recognized 
that there were lingering concerns.  There will be recommendations made to the general 
assembly regarding the metrics used to determine the DIA map that should ameliorate those 
concerns.  The map must be certified based on the current metrics.  She requested a motion to 
recertify the Disproportionately Impacted Areas map using the historical conviction rate for drug 
offenses greater than one-tenth.  

Motion – by Michael Jefferson

Second – by Ojala Naeem
In Favor – All

Abstention – None

Motion passed.

Council Member Gaddis thanked Chairwoman Comer for her leadership on this matter and for 
listening to him as a council member who had raised objection to it.  He stated he was looking 
forward to supporting the measure.  
Councilman Shirley stated that the UConn team did a great job of capturing the important data by using only the conviction rate and eliminating the use of the employment data.  
Councilman Michael Jefferson asked for clarification on the numbers of EJV approvals and denials.  Discussion ensued.  

Chairwoman Comer asked for a motion to adjourn.
Motion – by Avery Gaddis

Second – by Michael Jefferson
The meeting adjourned at 11:34 am.
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