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Social Equity Council
________________________


SOCIAL EQUITY COUNCIL Special Meeting (DRAFT)

August 19, 2022, Meeting 10 A.M.
Virtual Meeting via Zoom
Meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Andréa Comer at 10:03 a.m. 

Council Members Present:
Kyle Abercrombie (Designee for David Lehman)
Corrie Betts 

Andréa Comer

Avery Gaddis

Subira Gordon

Michael Jefferson

Ojala Naeem

Marc Pelka

Christine Shaw

Edwin Shirley

Kelli-Marie Vallieres

Kevin Walton

Council members absent:

Marilyn Alverio
SEC Staff: Ginne-Rae Clay, Executive Director, Jennifer Stevens, Associate Accountant, Kristina Diamond, Communications & Legislative Program Manager, Komla Matrevi, Staff Attorney, Jennifer Edwards, State Project Manager
Chairwoman Comer welcomed councilmembers and members of the public. She notified the body that Councilmember Ramon Arroyo resigned from the Social Equity Council. She thanked him for his service and wished him well. The Black and Puerto Rican Caucus, the appointing body for his position, was notified and it is anticipated they will name a replacement soon.
CohnReznick provided recommendations on 23 applications (11 EJV and 12 lottery) for various license types.
CohnReznick reviewed five lottery Delivery applications, four are recommended for approval and one for denial.
Chairwoman Comer asked for a motion to accept CohnReznick’s recommendation to approve four Delivery Service applications as meeting the Social Equity criteria.
Motion – by Corrie Betts
Second – by Avery Gaddis

In Favor – All
Abstention – None
Motion passed.

Chairwoman Comer asked for a motion to accept CohnReznick’s recommendation to deny one Delivery Service application that failed to meet the Social Equity criteria.
Motion – by Edwin Shirley
Second – by Michael Jefferson
In Favor – All

Abstention – None
Motion passed.

Equity Joint Venture

CohnReznick reviewed 10 EJV retailers, three are recommended for approval and seven for denial.

Chairwoman Comer asked for a motion to accept CohnReznick’s recommendation to approve three Equity Joint Venture applications as meeting the Social Equity criteria.
Motion – by Michael Jefferson
Second – by Edwin Shirley

In Favor – All

Abstention – None
Motion passed.

Discussion: Councilwoman Gordon asked if these were resubmissions from last week’s denials or new applications. CohnReznick replied these are new applications. Councilwoman Gordon questioned if they were denied on ownership and control or residency and requested a breakdown of the EJV denials. Discussion ensued.
Chairwoman Comer asked for a motion to accept CohnReznick’s recommendation to deny eight Equity Joint Venture applications that failed to meet the Social Equity criteria.
Motion – by Kevin Walton

Second – by Kyle Abercrombie 

In Favor – All

Abstention – None
Motion passed.

Hybrid Retailer

CohnReznick reviewed one lottery application and are recommending denial.

Chairwoman Comer asked for a motion to accept CohnReznick’s recommendation to deny one Hybrid Retailer application that failed to meet the Social Equity criteria.
Motion – by Michael Jefferson
Second – by Avery Gaddis

In Favor – All

Abstention – None
Motion passed.

Discussion: Councilwoman Gordon asked about the appeals process for lottery applicants if they could go through the lottery again or if it was similar to Section 149 and EJV process. Chairwoman Comer replied they have the option of entering the general lottery or appealing the decision regarding Social Equity criteria. Councilwoman Gordon asked if the appeal was through the court system or could the applicant remedy and resubmit. Chairwoman Comer responded they can either go into the general lottery or appeal to the Superior Court but there is no resubmission.
Micro-cultivator

CohnReznick recommended two lottery applications for approval and one EJV for denial.
Chairwoman Comer asked for a motion to accept CohnReznick’s recommendation to approve two Micro-cultivator applications as meeting the Social Equity criteria.
Motion – by Ojala Naeem
Second – by Michael Jefferson
In Favor – All

Abstention – None
Motion passed.

Product Packager

CohnReznick reviewed three lottery applications, two are recommended for approval and one for denial.

Chairwoman Comer asked for a motion to accept CohnReznick’s recommendation to approve two Product Packager applications as meeting the Social Equity criteria.
Motion – by Michael Jefferson
Second – by Kyle Abercrombie
In Favor – All

Abstention – None
Motion passed.

Chairwoman Comer asked for a motion to accept CohnReznick’s recommendation to deny one Product Packager application that failed to meet the Social Equity criteria.
Motion – by Michael Jefferson
Second – by Edwin Shirley

In Favor – All

Abstention – None
Motion passed.

Lottery Retail

Geoffrey Magon stated CohnReznick reviewed one lottery application and are recommending approval.

Chairwoman Comer asked for a motion to accept CohnReznick’s recommendation to approve one retailer application as meeting the Social Equity criteria.
Motion – by Michael Jefferson
Second – by Edwin Shirley

In Favor – All

Abstention – None
Motion passed.

Chairwoman Comer stated the approved applications for micro-cultivators and retailers will be sent to the Department of Consumer Protection for further processing. The remaining license types will be sent to DCP once the maximum numbers of applicants are approved for Social Equity status in each license category.
For the Good of the Order – New Business, Updates, and Information.

None.
Adjourn

Chairwoman Comer asked for a motion to adjourn. 

Motion – by Avery Gaddis

Second – by Kyle Abercrombie
The meeting adjourned at 10:16am.
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