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How to Create Story Groups with Images (and all
other Variants)

1 Part 1. How to Create a Story Groups Folder and Story Group Components in the
Sitecore Content Editor

2 In the Sitecore Content Editor, scroll down to locate "Sitecore Training" directory
and click the arrow to expand the site structure.

Click the arrow to expand the site structure. In the options given, click "ChildPage"
for this example.
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3 Click in the field and name your child page. and click "OK".

4 Click the arrow to expand "Story Group Childpage - Test 01".
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5 Locate the "_resources" box inside the "Story Group Childpage" and right click it.
Click "Insert".

6 Click "Story Group Folder".
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7 Create a name for the "Story Group Folder". Click "OK".

8 Right-click the "Story Group folder - Test 01".
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9 Click "Insert".

10 Click "Story Group" and create a name for the new "Story Group". Click "OK".
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11 In the newly created "Story Group" folder, right-click it.

12 Click "Insert" and then click "Story Card".
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13 Add a name to the Story Card. After inserting the name, click "OK".

14 You have just created the first "Main Story Card with an Image" component of
your new Story Group. Continue for the second, third and fourth story.
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15 Click on the "Story Group Folder".

16 Right-click it.
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17 Click "Insert".

18 Click "Story Card" and add a name to the Story Card.
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19 Click "OK".

20 Follow steps 11-19 to create the Second, Third and Fourth Story Card
Components. You need only to change the Component Names for each.
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21 After you have completed the previous step, your page directory should resemble
the example displayed below. Now it is time to itemize each Story Card.

22 Click on the First Main Feature Story Card Component.
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23 In the "Title field", add a title.

24 Click in "Is Highlighted Story" as this will be your main story.
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25 Click "Show Editor" in the "Description" section to add text copy for your Story
Card.

26 In the Rich text editor, add some text for your Main Story Card. Any content
between 600- 900 characters is fine. Nothing too extensive. Click "Accept".

*IMPORTANT NOTE. Only use simple text that has NO formatting if you are
copy/pasting from a file, only simple text is allowed. If you are not sure how to do
this, follow the next step.
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27 Click here in the "Paste Plain Text" editor if you are pasting content from another
file and want to REMOVE ALL FORMATTING from the content you are copying.

28 Make sure all your Story Card Copy is inserted correctly.
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29 Click "Accept".

30 Move on to "Image" and click "Browse".
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31 Click this button to expand the Sitecore "Media Library".

32 Locate the directory that you are using for your components' Media Files. For this
example, click "Sitecore Training" to expand it.
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33 Locate the "Placeholders" folder and expand it.

34 Click on the image named "600x400". For this demonstration, all 4 of our Story
Cards in our Story Group will be using this placeholder image.
*IMPORTANT NOTE. All images introduced into the Sitecore Media Library, for any
component, must be 600x400 px and 72 dpi in size.
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35 Click "Select".

36 After you have inserted the image, move on to the "Link" field and click "Insert
link".
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37 Click the arrow to expand "Content".

38 For this example, expand "Sitecore Training".
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39 For our first Main Feature Story Card, click on "Home".

40 In the "Description" field, add a Call to Action. This CTA will be the button that
requires the user to access the page where the content of the Story Card will point
to.
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41 In the "Target" dropdown, click "Active Browser".

*IMPORTANT NOTE. Always use "Active Browser" if your link is pointing to an
internal page within the same site structure. If you are using an external link that
points to a foreign site or a separate CT.gov agency site, then select "New
Browser" for the "Target" option. This will open the link in a new tab.

http://CT.gov
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42 In the Alternative Text field, add the same text as you did in "Description", we
want all users to have access to the same call to action. Click "Insert".

43 After completing your first Main Feature Story Card, go to the "Publish" tab and
click "Save" in the top left corner of the Sitecore Content Editor.
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44 Click on "Publish Content".

  • IMPORTANT NOTE. ALWAYS USE the "PUBLISH CONTENT" option when working from the
Staging Environment. Never click on "Publish" or any of it's drop down options

45 In the Pop-up window that shows up, click "Publish".
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46 Click "OK". Then click "Close".

47 Next, move on to the next Story Card Component and click it.
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48 In the "Title field", add a title.

49 Click "Show Editor" to add a rich text description for your Story Card.
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50 For this Second Story Card case, you can avoid adding a description because Story
Groups with Images only display copy for the first Highlighted Main Feature Story.
Any other stories added into the group will only display Images, Titles and CTAs.
(This will apply for the third and forth Story Cards as well in this lesson). Close this
pop-up.
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51 Move on to "Image" and click "Browse".

52 Click this button to expand the Sitecore "Media Library".
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53 Locate the directory that you are using for your components' Media Files. For this
example, click "Sitecore Training" to expand it.

54 Locate the "Placeholders" folder and expand it.
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55 Click on the image named "600x400".

56 Click "Select".
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57 After you have inserted the image, Move on to the "Link" field and click "Insert
link".

58 Click the arrow to expand "Content".
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59 For this example, expand "Sitecore Training".

60 For our second Story Card, click and expand "Home".
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61 Then, click on "Story Groups Childpage" for this example.

62 In the "Description" field, add a Call to Action.
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63 In the "Target" dropdown, click "Active Browser".

64 In the Alternative Text field, add the same text as you did in "Description", we
want all users to have access to the same call to action.
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65 Click "Insert".

66 After completing your second Story Card, go to the "Publish" tab and click "Save"
in the top left corner of the Sitecore Content Editor.
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67 Click "OK".

68 Click on "Publish Content".
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69 In the Pop-up window that shows up, click "Publish". In the next step, click "OK".

70 Click "Close".
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71 For Story Cards 3 and 4, repeat steps 47 - 70 and you should wind up with all your
Story Cards itemized as shown in the example provided below.

72 End of Part 1.

73 Part 2. Adding Story Groups to a webpage through the Sitecore Experience Editor.
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74 Once inside the Sitecore "Content Editor", click on the "Story Groups Childpage
Test 01" that was created in "Part 1. How to Create Story Groups Folder and Story
Groups Components in the Sitecore Content Editor" that was previously learned
and expand it.

75 Open "_resoucres" to see the Tile Card and it's components.

Once you have confirmed that your Component folder and components look like
the example shown below, click "Story Groups Childpage Test 01".
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76 Click the "PUBLISH" tab.

77 Now what we will do is publish your components to the front end of your Child
page. Click "Experience Editor".
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78 Once the new tab opens up and the "Experience Editor" finishes loading, click in
the empty box as shown and select "Full Width Sub-layout" in the pop-up and click
"Select".

79 Click "Add here".
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80 Select "STORY" in the pop-up.

81 Click on the "STORY GROUP" image.
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82 Click "Select".
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83 In this new pop-up , expand the "Story Group Folder" you previously created.

Click the first "Story Group With Images Variant Test" folder within the structure
and expand it.

84 Your Story Group components should be visible and resemble the example shown
below.

Select the "Story Group With Images Variant - Test" folder and click "OK".



Made with Scribe - https://scribehow.com 44

85 Your first Story Group (4 Story Card components) has just been imported in the
default "Standard" view on your page. Click anywhere inside the component so
that its' Control Properties menu appears.

86 Click the "Story Group" icon as shown below to access the component's "Control
Properties" and display settings.
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87 Locate the "Sub-stories Display Styles" dropdown settings.

88 Click and select "IMAGES".
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89 Right underneath the previous setting, locate the "Number of Sub-stories to
Display" dropdown and click it.

90 Since we are working with a Main Feature Highlighted Story with 3 additional
Feature Stories in our Group, click on the "3" option for this example.
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91 Click the "OK" button.

92 Once you have completed inserting the Story Group component into the space
you assigned for it, immediately click the Disc icon to SAVE YOUR WORK.
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93 If you are prompted with an alert, read through it, if necessary, follow any
instructions that appear on screen and adjust accordingly. If the pop-up
resembles the one shown below, you can click the "OK" button. WAIT FOR THE
PAGE TO RE-LOAD.

*IMPORTANT NOTE. Most times alerts like these will show up and you can proceed
with "OK". This message is mostly important to acknowledge if it alerts you that it
is overwriting something that you may have saved in the "Content Editor" and did
not save previously in the "Experience Editor" tab.
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94 Once the page has reloaded, it should resemble the image displayed below, and
the SAVE icon image should be grayed out meaning that your save is in the latest
version.

95 Once you have completed editing the "Experience Editor", you can now return to
the "Content Editor" in Sitecore, most likely, in the previous browser tab.
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96 Upon returning to the "Content Editor", go to your child page and expand its
contents and click on the "_resources" folder once.

97 Click once again on the "Story Groups Childpage Test 01".
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98 And only then proceed to the "SAVE" icon in the "Content Editor". The previous 2
steps makes Sitecore acknowledge the changes you made in the "Experience
Editor" and will save the latest version of your page.

99 Once saved, click on "Publish Content".
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100 Click "Publish", then click "OK".

101 Click "Close".



Made with Scribe - https://scribehow.com 53

102 Once the page is reloaded, you can now check your work using the "Portal URL" to
verify that your page has been published correctly.

103 Below is a demonstration of how your page should look after accessing the Portal
URL link from the previous step. You have just created a Story Group Component
that contains a Main Feature Story with 3 Sub-stories on a Full Width Sublayout.

Please continue to Part 3 of this lesson to learn about the Tile Card variants you
will be able to create in Sitecore.
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104 End of Part 2.

105 Part 3. Story Group Variants and how to implement them on a webpage through
the Sitecore Content and Experience Editor.

106 Part 3.1. STORY GROUP WITH IMAGES VARIANT (WITHOUT HIGHLIGHTED STORY)

107 In the previous 2 parts, we learned how to create a Story Groups with Images and
a Highlighted Story. This means that the Main Feature Story spreads full width
with 3 sub-stories beneath it.

There is an alternative way to display Story Groups that resemble the example
shown below. The process of building the Story Group is exactly the same as
shown in this lesson, there is only one step that needs to be taken to achieve this
Full Width blade method. Continue to the next step.
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108 When building your Story Group, specifically in Step 24, simply leave the "Is
Highlighted Story" checkmark box unchecked.

109 Once Saved and Published, the result will produce the Full Width blade of the
component where all stories are displayed equally across the page as shown
below.
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110 Part 3.2. TILE CARD STORY GROUP VARIANT

111 One of the variants for the Story Group Component is called the "TILE CARD
Variant". This Story Group, as you can see, does not have the images included in
the sub-stories as we previously viewed . They contain CTAs in the top part of the
sub-story component and brief descriptions under the CTA.

In order to achieve the results as demonstrated below, there are some important
details to consider:

1.- Make sure you have set up the components correctly in the Content Editor in
Sitecore (follow steps 8-71 of Part 1 in this lesson).

2.- Make sure you have set up the components correctly in the Experience Editor
in Sitecore (follow steps 74-103 of Part 2 in this lesson).
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112 3.- Make sure you that you introduce "TEASER" text instead of "DESCRIPTION" text
in the component setup inside the Content Editor in steps 49-50 of Part 1 in this
lesson. See the example below.

*IMPORTANT NOTE. You must introduce this TEASER for Story Cards 2-4 for this
"Tile Card" Variant. Story 1 (Highlighted Story) follows the "DESCRIPTION" method.
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113 4.- When following the process of inserting your Story Group component into the
page in the Experience Editor, as seen in Part 2 - Step 84, make sure you click the
second "Story Group With Tile Cards Variant Test" folder within the structure and
expand it. Once selected, click "OK"

*IMPORTANT NOTE. Since all 4 Variants display differently, some fields, characters
and image settings will vary. Please consider this when deciding which Story
Group Variant you are seeking to apply.
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114 5.- Make sure when following the steps in Part 2 that you select "TILES" from the
"Sub-stories Display Styles" dropdown in step 88.

115 6.- For this lesson, also make sure to select "3" in the "Number of Sub-stories to
Display" dropdown.

*IMPORTANT NOTE. The "Number of Sub-stories to Display" will vary from time to
time when using this component, it all depends on the amount of Story Cards you
introduce into your Story Group. The options most widely used in Ct.gov sites are
between 3-4 sub-stories.

http://Ct.gov
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116 Below is a demonstration of how your page should look after accessing the Portal
URL link from the required steps. This is an example of the "TILE CARD VERSION"
Story Group component in a Full Width Sub-layout.

117 Part 3.3. STANDARD VERSION STORY GROUP VARIANT
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118 Another variant for the Story Group Component is called the "STANDARD
VERSION" Variant. This Story Group, as you can see, does not have the images
included in the sub-stories as we previously viewed as well. They contain CTAs in
the top part of the sub-story component and brief descriptions under the CTA in a
solid light grey block with separator lines in between the stories.

In order to achieve the results as demonstrated below, there are some important
details to consider:

1.- Make sure you have set up the components correctly in the Content Editor in
Sitecore (follow steps 8-71 of Part 1 in this lesson).

2.- Make sure you have set up the components correctly in the Experience Editor
in Sitecore (follow steps 74-103 of Part 2 in this lesson).
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119 3.- Make sure you that you introduce "TEASER" text instead of "DESCRIPTION" text
in the component setup inside the Content Editor in steps 49-50 of Part 1 in this
lesson. See the example below.

*IMPORTANT NOTE. You must introduce this TEASER for Story Cards 2-4 for this
"Standard Version" Variant. Story 1 (Highlighted Story) follows the "DESCRIPTION"
method.
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120 4.- When following the process of inserting your Story Group component into the
page in the Experience Editor, as seen in Part 2 - Step 84, make sure you click the
second "Story Group - Standard Variant Test" folder within the structure and
expand it. Once selected, click "OK"

*IMPORTANT NOTE. Since all 4 Variants display differently, some fields, characters
and image settings will vary. Please consider this when deciding which Story
Group Variant you are seeking to apply.
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121 5.- Make sure when following the steps in Part 2 that you select the BLANK option
from the "Sub-stories Display Styles" dropdown in step 88. This variant is the
default setting for this component and does not have a name.
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122 6.- For this lesson, also make sure to select "3" in the "Number of Sub-stories to
Display" dropdown.

*IMPORTANT NOTE. The "Number of Sub-stories to Display" will vary from time to
time when using this component, it all depends on the amount of Story Cards you
introduce into your Story Group. The options most widely used in Ct.gov sites are
between 3-4 sub-stories.

http://Ct.gov
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123 Below is a demonstration of how your page should look after accessing the Portal
URL link from the required steps. This is an example of the "STANDARD VERSION"
Story Group component in a Full Width Sub-layout.

124 Part 3.4. CONSOLIDATED TILES STORY GROUP VARIANT
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125 Finally the last Story Group Component Variant that we will be looking at is called
the "CONSOLIDATED TILES VERSION" Variant. This Story Group, as you can see,
does not have the images included in the sub-stories as we previously viewed as
well, and it is spread horizontally across the page. They contain CTAs in the top
part of the sub-story component and brief descriptions under the CTA in a solid
light grey block with separator lines in between the stories. You can also observe
that there is a CTA above each sub-story.

In order to achieve the results as demonstrated below, there are some important
details to consider:

1.- Make sure you have set up the components correctly in the Content Editor in
Sitecore (follow steps 8-71 of Part 1 in this lesson).

2.- Make sure you have set up the components correctly in the Experience Editor
in Sitecore (follow steps 74-103 of Part 2 in this lesson).
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126 3.- Make sure you that you introduce "TEASER" text instead of "DESCRIPTION" text
in the component setup inside the Content Editor in steps 49-50 of Part 1 in this
lesson. See the example below.

*IMPORTANT NOTE. You must introduce this TEASER for Story Cards 2-4 for this
"CONSOLIDATED TILES" Variant. Story 1 (Highlighted Story) follows the
"DESCRIPTION" method.
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127 4.- When following the process of inserting your Story Group component into the
page in the Experience Editor, as seen in Part 2 - Step 84, make sure you click the
fourth "Story Group - Consolidated Tiles Variant Test" folder within the structure
and expand it. Once selected, click "OK"

*IMPORTANT NOTE. Since all 4 Variants display differently, some fields, characters
and image settings will vary. Please consider this when deciding which Story
Group Variant you are seeking to apply.
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128 5.- Make sure when following the steps in Part 2 that you select "TILES
CONSOLIDATED" from the "Sub-stories Display Styles" dropdown in step 88.

129 6.- For this lesson, also make sure to select "3" in the "Number of Sub-stories to
Display" dropdown.

*IMPORTANT NOTE. The "Number of Sub-stories to Display" will vary from time to
time when using this component, it all depends on the amount of Story Cards you
introduce into your Story Group. The options most widely used in Ct.gov sites are
between 3-4 sub-stories.

http://Ct.gov
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130 Below is a demonstration of how your page should look after accessing the Portal
URL link from the required steps. This is an example of the "CONSOLIDATED TILES
VERSION" Story Group component in a Full Width Sub-layout.

131 End of Part 3.


