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ALL PAYER CLAIMS DATABASE ADVISORY GROUP 
DRAFT Meeting Minutes  

February 5, 2026 | 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. ET 
TEAMS Transcript 

 

ATTENDANCE 
 

By Electronic Device:  
Olga Armah, OHS (Chair) 
Gary Archambault, DPH 
Robert Aseltine 
Robert Barry (DAS)  
Sarah Carr (OHA) 

Patricia Checko 
Sandra Czunas (OSC)  
Tricia Dave (CID)  
Michaela Dinan 
Scott Gaul (OPM)  

Bernie Inskeep 
Cassandra Murphy 
Mark Schaefer

 

In Person: N/A  
 

Absent:  
Michael Girlamo (DMHAS) 
William Halsey, DSS 

Francois de Brantes 
 

Robert Scalettar 

 

Other Participants:  
Sumit Sajnani, HITO Amy Tibor, OHS  
 

WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER 
The regularly scheduled meeting of the APCD Advisory Group was held virtually on February 5, 
2026. Chair Armah called the meeting to order at 1:03 p.m.  Roll call determined a quorum was 
present.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
There were no public comments made.  
 

Chair Armah invited Sumit Sajnani, Health IT Officer, to discuss Governor Lamont’s proposal to 
realign certain projects and programs within OHS to other agencies. Under this proposal, the 
APCD program would transition to the Office of Policy and Management. These proposals will 
need to proceed through the legislative process and stakeholder input. 
 

Sumit emphasized that the proposal does not eliminate any existing OHS programs. Scott Gaul 
added that the advisory group has a core responsibility to raise questions, concerns, or 
comments as needed. He noted that the transition could present an opportunity to further 
highlight the work being done within the APCD and ensure that its data is leveraged to inform 
policy and practice. 
 

APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 13, 2025, MINUTES 
Chair Armah requested a motion to approve November 13, 2025, minutes. A motion was made 
(P. Checko) and seconded (G. Archambault). Sandra Czunas abstained. The motion passed.  
 

https://portal.ct.gov/ohs/-/media/ohs/health-it-advisory-council/apcd-advisory-group/meeting-materials/2026-meetings/02-05-26/ohs_apcd_advisorygrp_transcript_02052026.pdf?rev=1df451d0752141f09823a38ec24540f4
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RURAL HEALTH TRANSFORMATION PROGRAM   
Sumit announced that CMS has approved Connecticut’s application for federal funding under 
the Rural Health Transformation Program (RHTP). Key highlights include: 

▪ Connecticut was awarded $154 million; awards will be made annually.  
▪ The state’s RHT plan includes five health IT initiatives, which represent a substantial 

portion of the funding. Sumit explained that these initiatives were developed in 
alignment with state policies and the overall direction of healthcare and health IT in 
Connecticut.  

▪ The initiatives focus on:  
o AI modeling to identify and stratify high-risk patients and provide this information 

to providers via longitudinal records. 
o AI-driven remote care and remote patient monitoring. 
o Health Information Exchange (HIE) connectivity and expansion. 
o Telehealth  
o expansion for patients statewide. 
o Statewide bed capacity monitoring. 

▪ Once terms and conditions are accepted, funds will be released. Grant applications or 
other mechanisms will then be announced online.  

▪ The statutory statewide health IT strategic plan, currently being refreshed, will 
incorporate these RHTP initiatives. 
  

Mark Schaefer asked about the availability and location of written documentation on the status 
and planning of RHTP. Sumit explained that updates will be posted on the DSS website, as DSS is 
responsible for the program. A dedicated RHTP office is being established within DSS. Updates 
will also be shared periodically with HITAC and the APCD Advisory Group.  
 

Mark inquired whether project plans are currently available. Sumit provided a status update: 
Durational Project Managers are being recruited, and the cooperative agreement is under 
review. He also discussed the funding cycle. 
 

APCD STRATEGIC ACTIVITIES UPDATE  
Chair Armah presented an update on APCD strategic activities, key highlights included:  

▪ Strategic priorities fall into two broad categories:  
1. Data utilization and enhancements 
2. Operational enhancements 

▪ The internal prioritization process involved reviewing available resources, processes, and 
the time horizon for each activity.  

▪ Olga presented a comprehensive update on each priority area. New activities have been 
added in light of the RHTP, including:  

○ Development of a predictive analytics and care coordination platform 
○ Expanding standardization to support multi-payer comparability and longitudinal 

analysis 
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○ Incorporating AI capabilities within the APCD 
▪ A governance structure must be established, and APCD policies and procedures updated 

to enable AI use. These steps are time-sensitive due to RHTP timelines.  
▪ Olga also discussed existing AI governance frameworks that APCD will need to align with, 

including state policy and the governance structure approved for statewide HIE.  
 
Scott raised questions about whether the APCD should establish guardrails within the APCD 
Advisory Group or the Data Release Committee (DRC). He also asked if OHS is receiving 
applications involving AI. Olga confirmed that such applications have been submitted and 
emphasized the need to provide appropriate support for APCD and the DRC to assess these 
requests. Olga and Pat agreed to convene a DRC meeting to address this topic. 

 
Chair Armah’s full presentation on the APCD strategic activities can be viewed here: 
OHS_APCD_AdvisoryGrp_Presentation_02052026 
 

APCD DATA & YEARS AVAILABLE  
Chair Armah presented an update on data and years currently available in the APCD. She noted 
that the request for Medicare data for 2023-2024 is in progress; hopefully made available in 
March 2026. The current data and years available can be found here: CT APCD Data & Years 
Available. Olga also shared the data use statistics by year; the information will be updated 
regularly. 
 

APCD DATA RELEASE COMMITTEE (DRC) REPORT  
Pat Checko, DRC Chair, shared an overview of applications approved by the DRC so far during 
2026. Two applications have been reviewed and approved by DRC so far, and four are pending.  
Those approved are both from the UConn School of Medicine.  
 

NEXT STEPS & MEETING ADJOURNMENT  
Chair Armah requested a motion to adjourn the meeting. A motion was made (M. Schaefer) and 
seconded (S. Czunas).  Meeting adjourned. 
 

 

Upcoming Meeting: May 9, 2026 
 

All APCD Advisory Group Meeting Material and Information is located on the OHS website:  
APCD Advisory Group Meeting Material 

  

  

https://portal.ct.gov/ohs/-/media/ohs/health-it-advisory-council/apcd-advisory-group/meeting-materials/2026-meetings/02-05-26/ohs_apcd_advisorygrp_presentation_02052026.pdf?rev=680eeea661894195afb58f35fd64f9be
https://portal.ct.gov/healthscorect/data/data-request?language=en_US
https://portal.ct.gov/healthscorect/data/data-request?language=en_US
https://portal.ct.gov/ohs/apcd-advisory-group?language=en_US

