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HEALTH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY ADVISORY COUNCIL
Meeting Minutes
January 15, 2026 | 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
TEAMS Transcript

ATTENDANCE
By Electronic Device:
Joseph Quaranta, Co-Chair Michael Crain Cassandra Murphy
Sumit Sajnani, HITO, Co- Sandra Czunas (OSC) Hyung Paek
Chair Mark Gildea Cara Passaro (OAG)
Gary Archambault (DPH) Byron Kennedy Mark Raymond, CIO
Dina Berlyn Susan Israel Josh Scalora (DDS - 1:55)
Anthony Brockman Chad McDonald Glynn Stanton
Patricia Checko Rebekah McLear (AHCT)
In Person:
N/A
Absent:
Sarah Carr (OHA) Jaime Rodriguez Josh Scalora (DDS)
David Fusco Geoffrey Hook Nicole Taylor (DCF)
Patrick Charmel William Halsey
Other Participants:
Amy Tibor, OHS Tyra Anne Peluso, OHS Heidi Wilson, Connie
Jack Good, OHS Bethany Mifsud, Connie Michelle Puhlick, Connie
Kristen Clyne-Hamitouche Jenn Searls, Connie

WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER
Chair Quaranta called the meeting to order. A roll call determined quorum was present.

PUBLIC COMMENT
No public commments were made.

APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 20, 2025, MEETING MINUTES
Chair Quaranta requested a motion to approve November 20, 2025 minutes. Motion made (G.
Stanton) and seconded (C. Passaro). Minutes were approved unanimously.

STATEWIDE HEALTH IT PLAN UPDATE

Sumit announced that CMS has approved the state's application for the Rural Health
Transformation Program (RHTP), resulting in $154 million in funding for the first year, with future
funding to be approved annually over five years. Sumit stated that the RHTP will become a large
component of the statewide health IT plan. He then provided a brief overview of each initiative
and discussed HITAC's role as a strategic partner.

Kristen Clyne-Hamitouche shared a presentation overview of activities related to the health IT
plan update. Key highlights included:
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* arecap of the five initiatives submitted to CMS related to RHTP:
o Al virtual care and remote patient monitoring
o Establish rural predictive analytics and care coordination platform
o HIE expansion
o Shared infrastructure and telehealth innovation
o Bed capacity tracking system

* HITAC's role will be that of a strategic partner, which will include helping to align RHTP
initiatives with the statewide health IT plan, advising on data sharing, consent
management, telehealth, and interoperability, and other types of advisement.

» Kristen shared results of a recent HITAC survey meant to inform the statewide plan - the
survey yielded a 33% response rate across multiple areas of expertise. The survey will be
reopened to give additional time. Kristen shared the popularity score from key survey
sections such as clinical and population health use cases, and Al-driven HIE
enhancement use cases.

* |n addition to the survey, one-on-one interviews with HITAC members are ongoing.
Kristen shared highlights of feedback received to date.

The full presentation with survey results can be viewed here: OHS _HITAC _Presentation_01-15-
2026

HIE REGULATIONS DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

Tyra Anne Peluso provided a comprehensive update on the development of statewide HIE
regulations. Key points included:

« The draft regulations are organized around five core areas; Tyra shared the key
regulatory components of the document.

e The draftis nearing transition to external review. OHS is currently completing its internal
review and preparing to submit the draft to the Office of Policy and Management.

e OHS is committed to transparency and meaningful stakeholder engagement. Once the
regulations are formally posted, the public comment period will provide a robust
opportunity for input and feedback.

e OHS will return to HITAC with an updated timeline once there is greater clarity on the
external review process and publication readiness.

Sumit discussed the various types of stakeholder engagement that have informed the
regulations to date, such as small-group meetings and one-on-ones with a variety of
stakeholders, the convening of a HIE Regulations Advisory Subcommittee and a statutory Public
Act 24-19 Recommendations Workgroup, and input from the operating entity. He noted that OHS
is expecting a lot of feedback from the public comment period, which will be shared with HITAC.

CONNIE UPDATE
Connie representatives shared updates on key Connie activities:

Amanda Crociata presented an update on key outreach and engagement activities, followed
by a report on utilization growth over the last quarter. Highlights of her report included:
* Repeat users and patient records accessed showed continued growth.
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= Connie successfully onboarded 235 new locations in 2025, contributing to an increase in
active users. The majority of active users are dffiliated with hospitals and health systems,
primarily accessing the system through the in-context app embedded within their EMR.

* Repeat usage now exceeds 50%.

* Connie has a new feature available in the Connie portal called the Lab Timeline View.

A conversation occurred about higher utilization of the in-context app compared with the
standalone app, as well as potential technical barriers for some providers. Mark Raymond asked
about the denominator for utilization metrics, such as the number of patients receiving care
monthly. Amanda noted that patient encounter data could be helpful, and Connie will explore
this further. Pat Checko inquired about data on consumer access; Jenn Searls confirmed that
Connie will provide statistics in a future update. Michael Crain requested imaging-related
statistics; these will be included going forward. Chair Quaranta asked whether there is data on
what users are accessing—suggesting this could indicate what is perceived as most useful—
and whether access to these data points is uniform across all contributing organizations. Jenn
Searls confirmed that this information is available and will be included in the next presentation.
Dina made a comment about the availability of labs within the portal and complete records in
the patient portal.

Heidi Wilson outlined key projects to improve the Connie patient portal. Connie is focused on
three projects in the federal fiscal year: 1) updating the web portal to align with ADA compliance,
2) configuring a Mobile App, and 3) adding additional data, including radiology reports. Heidi
then shared that the Patient and Family Advisory Committee continues to recruit new members
for FY2026. Heidi further shared that Connie continues to build out its suite of population health
reports.

Michelle Puhlick presented the Connie Al governance policy, detailing the structured review
process, comprehensive evaluation principles, vendor requirements, and ongoing monitoring.
Michelle discussed the establishment of an Al evaluation committee outlined in the policy. The
policy has gone to the Connie board for consideration. Mark Raymond and Chad McDonald on
gave feedback on the policy’s comprehensiveness and the importance of model evaluation
respectively.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & ADJOURNMENT

There were no announcements. The meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:15 p.m.

Statutory Citation: CGS §17b-59f

All HITAC Meeting Materials & Information is published on the OHS Website
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