STATE OF CONNECTICUT
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL

NORTHEAST UTILITIES SERVICE DOCKET NO. 272
COMPANY APPLICATION TO THE
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL

FOR A CERTIFICATE OF
ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY

AND PUBLIC NEED (“CERTIFICATE”)
FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A

NEW 345-KV ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION
LINE FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED
FACILITIES BETWEEN SCOVILL

ROCK SWITCHING STATION IN
MIDDLETOWN AND NORWALK
SUBSTATION IN NORWALK, INCLUDING
THE RECONSTRUCTION OF PORTIONS
OF EXISTING 115-KV AND 345-KV
ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION LINES,

THE CONSTRUCTION OF BESECK
SWITCHING STATION IN
WALLINGFORD, EAST DEVON
SUBSTATION IN MILFORD, AND
SINGER SUBSTATION IN BRIDGEPORT,
MODIFICATIONS AT SCOVILL ROCK
SWITCHING STATION AND NORWALK
SUBSTATION, AND THE
RECONFIGURATION OF CERTAIN
INTERCONNECTIONS MAY 18, 2004

THE TOWN OF WOODBRIDGE'S COMMENTS RE: ROUTE 15 ALTERNATIVE

The Town of Woodbridge ("Woodbridge") submits the following
comments in response to the request of the Connecticut Siting Council for parties
to review and comment on the underground / overhead feasibility of Wilbur Cross
Parkway (Route 15), points B1 through C1, as a potential route.

The Town fully supports routing the proposed 345-kV line beneath the
Wilbur Cross Parkway in these areas. Burying the transmission line would be

consistent with the policy of this State which favors the undergrounding of
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transmission lines. This policy was again enacted in the recent legislation

amending Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 16-501, 16-50p, 16-500, and 16-50t, which creates

a statutory presumption in favor of the burial of high powered transmission lines.

If the line is buried along this route it will completely bypass hundreds
of children who would otherwise be exposed to the dangers of electromagnetic
fields caused by the new line at B'Nai Jacob / Ezra Academy and the Jewish
Community Center. Burying the line beneath the Wilbur Cross Parkway would
also avoid approximately 80 homes that are otherwise directly impacted by the
line under the Applicants' proposed overhead route in Woodbridge alone.
Further, burying the new line will greatly lessen the significant environmental
impacts to the Town that would otherwise be caused by the proposed overhead
route, including impacts to acres of wetlands, five vernal pools, species of special
concern, and watershed lands.

While the Town of Woodbridge clearly prefers an underground routing
of the line beneath Route 15, if for some reason the Council chose not to adopt
that route -- and the Applicants could meet their burden of proving that
undergrounding is not feasible -- the Town would not oppose the construction of
the new line overhead between points B1 and C1. If this option is considered,
the Town urges that the line be constructed to the South of Route 15, to minimize
the number of homes that would be impacted by the line. Specifically, in the area
of Route 15 that lies in the most Easterly portion of Woodbridge, there is a dense
section of homes on Merritt Avenue, Manila Avenue and Miles Avenue. In this
area, there are more than 40 homes situated on lots ranging from 1/10™ to 1/4

acres each. If the new line is situated North of Route 15, these homes will be

Page 2



directly impacted. Conversely, the impact will be much less as long as the line
remains South of Route 15.

The Town of Woodbridge is concerned about the removal of trees and
other aesthetic impacts of constructing the line overhead along Route 15.
However, if the line is constructed to the South of Route 15, 22 homes would be
impacted. By contrast, the Applicants' current proposal impacts approximately
80 homes that are immediately adjacent to the existing right of way, as well as
the hundreds of young children who attend schools, day care facilities, and day
camps in the Woodbridge institutions along the right of way. Taking this into
consideration, the Town would view an overhead line along Route 15 as the
lesser of two evils.

The Town of Woodbridge further suggests that if the new 345-kV line is
constructed along Route 15, then the existing 115-kV line in Woodbridge should
be buried beneath public streets. The applicants' recent EMF figures now show
levels that are unacceptably high for the residents of Woodbridge, particularly in
areas where children congregate for many hours a day, and often at times of
peak load. The Town stresses that the risk to the health of the residents of
Woodbridge far outweighs the relatively minimal effort involved in burying the

existing 115-kV line -- as well as the new 345-kV line.
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Summary

In sum, the Town of Woodbridge supports the burying of the new 345-
KV line beneath Route 15 as a reasonable alternative to the primary overhead
route that the Applicants propose, and which Woodbridge strongly opposes. If
the Applicants are able to meet their burden of proving that it is not possible to
bury the new line, the Town would then not oppose an overhead routing of the
new 345-kV line along the South of Route 15. Regardless of whether the new
line is underground or overhead along Route 15, the Town of Woodbridge urges

that the existing 115-kV line be buried beneath public streets.

Respecitfully submitted,

TOWN OF WOODBRIDGE

By:

David A. Ball, Esq.
Monte E. Frank, Esq.
Cohen and Wolf, P.C.
1115 Broad Street
Bridgeport, CT 06604
(203) 368-0211
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CERTIFICATION

This is to certify that on this 18" day of May, 2004, a copy of the foregoing
was mailed, postage prepaid, to:

Robert E. Earley

Connecticut Business & Industry Assoc.
350 Church Street

Hartford, CT 06103

Office of Consumer Counsel
Bruce C. Johnson

Litigation Attorney

Office of Consumer Counsel
Ten Franklin Square

New Britain, CT 06051

Honorable Themis Klarides
State Representative 114 District
23 East Court

Derby, CT 06418

Honorable Robert W. Megna
State Representative

97" District

40 Foxon Hill Road, #54
New Haven, CT 06513

Honorable Al Adinolfi
State Representative
103" District

235 Sorghum Mill Drive
Cheshire, CT 06410

Honorable Mary G. Fritz
State Representative
90" District

43 Grove Street
Yalesville, CT 06492

Honorable Raymond Kalinowski
State Representative

100™ District

PO Box 391

Durham, CT 06422
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Honorable John E. Stripp

State Representative — 135™ District
4 Scatacook Trail

Weston, CT 06883

Trish Bradley, President

Ed Schwartz, Treasurer

Communities for Responsible Energy,
Phase Il

45 Ironwood Lane

Durham, CT 06422

Department of Transportation
Arthur W. Gruhn, P.E.
Chief Engineer
Bureau of Engineering

and Highway Operations
Department of Transportation
2800 Berlin Turnpike
PO Box 317546
Newington, CT 06131

Harold W. Borden

Vice President and General Counsel
PSEG Power Connecticut LLC

80 Park Plaza

Newark, NJ 07102-4194

South Central Connecticut
Water Authority

Andrew W. Lord, Esq.
Murtha Cullina LLP
CityPlace I, 29" Floor

185 Asylum Street
Hartford, CT 06103

Northeast Utilities Service Company
Anthony M. Fitzgerald, Esq.

Brian T. Henebry, Esq.

Carmody & Torrance LLP

50 Leavenworth Street

PO Box 1110

Waterbury, CT 06721
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City of Bridgeport
Melanie J. Howlett
Associate City Attorney
Office of the City Attorney
999 Broad Street
Bridgeport, CT 06604

Town of Cheshire

Richard J. Buturla, Esq.

Town Attorney

Berchem, Moses & Devlin, PC
75 Broad Street

Milford, CT 06460

Town of Fairfield

Honorable Kenneth A. Flatto
First Selectman
Independence Hall

725 Old Post Road

Fairfield, CT 06824

Town of Hamden

Joaquina Borges King
Assistant Town Attorney
Hamden Government Center
2750 Dixwell Avenue
Hamden, CT 06518

City of Meriden
Deborah L. Moore, Esq.
Legal Department

City Hall

142 East Main Street
Meriden, CT 06450

Town of Middlefield

Eric Knapp, Esq.

Branse & Willis, LLC

41-C New London Turnpike
Glen Lochen East
Glastonbury, CT 06033-2038
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Town of Milford

Julie Donaldson Kohler, Esq.
Hurwitz & Sagarin, LLC

147 North Broad Street
Milford, CT 06460

Town of Orange

Mitchell R. Goldblatt
First Selectman

Town of Orange

617 Orange Center Road
Orange, CT 06477

Town of Wallingford
Janis M. Small, Esq.
Town Attorney
Wallingford Town Hall
45 South Main Street
Wallingford, CT 06492

Town of Westport

c/o Ira W. Bloom, Esq.
27 Imperial Avenue
Westport, CT 06880

Lawrence J. Golden, Esq.
Pullman & Comley, LLC
90 State House

Hartford, CT 06103-3702

Attorney General

Richard Blumenthal

c/o Michael C. Wertheimer
Assistant Attorney General
Office of the Attorney General
10 Franklin Square

New Britain, CT 06051

Peter G. Boucher
Alan P. Curto
Halloran & Sage LLP
225 Asylum Street
Hartford, CT 06103
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Linda L. Randell, Esq.
Bruce L. McDermott, Esq.
Wiggin & Dana, LLP

One Century Tower

New Haven, CT 06508-1832

Anthony M. Macleod, Esq.

Whitman Breed Abbott & Morgan LLC

100 Field Point Road
Greenwich, CT 06830

City of Norwalk

Louis S. Ciccarello
Corporation Counsel
Norwalk City Hall

P.O. Box 798

Norwalk, CT 06856-0798

Norwalk Association of
Silvermine Homeowners
c/o Leigh Grant

99 Comtock Hill Road
Norwalk, CT 06850

David A. Reif

Jane K. Warren

Joel B. Casey

McCarter & English, LLP
CityPlace |

Hartford, CT
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