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PETITION NO. 522 - Cross-Sound Cable Company, LLC petition for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the construction, maintenance, and operation of an electric substation and interconnection facility located adjacent to the East Shore Substation and the New Haven Harbor Generating Facility, One Waterfront Street, New Haven, Connecticut.
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January 3, 2002

Decision and Order

Pursuant to the foregoing Findings of Fact and Opinion, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) finds that the effects associated with the construction, operation, and maintenance of a new substation and its connection to an existing 345-kV transmission line located adjacent to the East Shore Substation and the New Haven Harbor Generating Facility, at One Waterfront Street, New Haven, Connecticut including effects on the natural environment; ecological integrity and balance; forests and parks; scenic, historic, and recreational values; air and water purity; fish and wildlife; and public health and safety are not disproportionate either alone or cumulatively with other effects, would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect, and pursuant to General Statutes § 16-50k, would not require a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need.

The substation and interconnection shall be constructed, operated, and maintained substantially as specified in the Council’s record in this matter, and is subject to the following conditions:

1. Cross-Sound Cable Company, LLC (CSCC) shall comply with all future electric and magnetic field standards promulgated by State or federal regulatory agencies.  Upon the establishment of any new standards, the facilities granted in this Decision and Order shall be brought into compliance with such standards as soon as practical.

2. CSCC shall not commence construction of this substation until it has secured Council approval of a Development and Management (D&M) Plan which includes the following elements:

a) A final site plan showing the placement of all substation equipment, structures, and buildings within the substation perimeter and the proposed interconnection;

b) An erosion and sediment control plan, consistent with the Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control, as amended;

c) Provisions for storm water management and oil containment;

d) An Emergency Response Plan;

e) Provisions for noise monitoring to confirm compliance with State noise standards; and

f) Post-construction AC and DC electric and magnetic fields monitoring plan. 

3. CSCC shall restore the substation site to its original condition if the proposed cable system is not constructed.

4. CSCC shall provide to the Council notification of the following events:

a)
Commencement of construction for the substation and transmission line connection;

b) Completion of construction.

5. CSCC shall notify the Council if and when substation operations terminate.

6. CSCC shall provide the following to the Council:

a)
A first year operating report, to be submitted to the Council within three months after the conclusion of the first year of operation, to include:

1.
As-built drawings of all buildings, structures, and conduit;

2.
The final total cost of the project;

3.
Information relevant to the overall condition, safety, reliability, and operation of the substation.

7. Unless otherwise approved by the Council, this Decision and Order shall be void if all construction authorized herein is not completed within five years of the effective date of the Decision and Order, or within five years after all appeals to this Decision and Order have been resolved.

We hereby direct that a copy of the Findings of Fact, Opinion, and Decision and Order be served on each person listed below, and notice of the Decision published in the New Haven Register and The Hartford Courant.

By this Decision and Order, the Council disposes of the legal rights, duties, and privileges of each party named or admitted to the proceeding in accordance with Section 16-50j-17 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies.

The Parties and Intervenors in this proceeding are:

Applicant
Cross-Sound Cable Company, LLC
Its Representative
James P. Nash, Project Director

Cross-Sound Cable Company, LLC
110 Turnpike Road, Suite 300

Westborough, MA  01581

Linda L. Randell, Esq.

Bruce L. McDermott, Esq.

Wiggin & Dana

One Century Tower

New Haven, CT  06508-1832



Party
Stephen D. Dargan

State Representative - 115th District

215 Beach Street

West Haven, CT  06516




Party
City of New Haven
Its Representative

Elizabeth P. Gilson, Esq.

383 Orange Street

New Haven, CT  06511

Intervenor

Office of Consumer Counsel
Its Representative

Mary J. Healey

Phyllis J. Trowbridge

Office of Consumer Counsel

Ten Franklin Square

New Britain, CT  06051



Party

Robert W. Megna

State Representative, 97th District

40 Foxon Hill Road, #54

New Haven, CT  06513




Party
Wisvest-Connecticut, LLC
Its Representative

Philip M. Small, Esq.

Brown Rudnick Freed & Gesmer, P.C.

CityPlace 1 Floor 38

185 Asylum Street

Hartford, CT  06103-3402



Party

Attorney General Richard Blumenthal
Its Representative

Robert Snook

Assistant Attorney General

55 Elm Street

P.O. Box 120

Hartford, CT  06141-0120



Party

Toni Nathaniel Harp

State Senator - 10th District

Legislative Office Building, Room 3000

Hartford, CT  06106




Party

Connecticut Commercial Lobsterman's Association
Its Representative

Nicholas Crismale

Connecticut Commercial Lobstermen's Association

P.O. Box 1073

Branford, CT  06405



