PETITION NO. 386 - Sprint Spectrum L.P. d/b/a Sprint PCS petition that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for proposed modifications to a Connecticut Light and Power Company high-voltage electric transmission line support structure in Weston, Connecticut.�
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On December 30, 1997, Sprint Spectrum L.P. (Sprint) petitioned the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) requesting a determination that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the proposed installation of a compression post (Powermount() and associated telecommunications equipment within an existing Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) 115-kV electric transmission line support structure in the Town of Weston, Connecticut.





Sprint received a license from the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and is now authorized to provide commercial mobile radio service in Connecticut.  Sprint has sought to provide coverage in Weston by co-locating antennas on an existing structure such as through the proposed use of the CL&P electric transmission line support structure.  Sprint contends that the proposed project will not result in a substantial adverse effect on the environment, ecology, nor will there be damage to existing scenic, historical, or recreational values.  Furthermore, Sprint contends that it will need to build a new tower or find another suitable structure to share if this proposal is denied here and elsewhere.





Although the proposed site is located in an area of residential homes, the site has already been highly modified by the construction of the 83-foot tall lattice structure and high-voltage electric transmission line.  The proposed antennas would extend approximately 18 feet above the existing transmission line support structure, but this change would not be significantly more visible than the existing structure and would not have any significant effect on the natural environment of the site.  The lattice structure will continue to exist with or without the proposed modifications.  Furthermore, the only significant noise associated with the development of the proposed facility would be temporary during construction or during operation of a portable emergency power generator during extended electric power outages.  Nonetheless, placement of the proposed equipment, security fence, access drive, and staging area for construction are of concern to us; but these features would not cause substantial environmental effects, and can be managed to protect the environment.  





Health and public safety are serious concerns to us.  However, the operation of Sprint’s proposed antennas would not increase the total radio frequency electromagnetic power density at the proposed site to a level at or above State or federal standards for the proposed antenna frequencies.  Based on conservative assumptions, the power density at the base of the proposed facility would constitute 5.03 percent of the maximum exposure for the proposed frequencies, as licensed by the FCC.





The standard that the Council used in deciding this petition is whether the siting of the proposed project would have a substantial adverse environmental effect.  This is a subjective standard that the Council uses to carefully consider and protect both the environment and the public.  In terms of siting, this project will not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.  Furthermore, this development would make good use of an existing structure and alleviate the construction of a new tower by Sprint in the Town of Weston.  The Council investigated the use of other line support structures, other existing towers, and alternative sites within the Town of Weston.  However, no other tower or support structure have been identified that would alleviate the need to construct a new tower somewhere else.  Hence, the Council reaffirms its January 22, 1998, decision that the siting of the proposed Powermount( within an existing transmission line support structure would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect and no Certificate is required.  The Council reaffirms its conditions for Sprint to submit a Development and Management (D&M) Plan for Council approval prior to the commencement of construction to include a site plan with the following elements: location of temporary rigid wood lattice mats crossing the wetland within the access drive; plans and schedule for wetland restoration and removal of the temporary rigid wood lattice mats that cross the wetland after completion of construction; security fence architecturally treated and/or vegetatively screened consistent with surrounding land uses; erosion and sediment controls consistent with Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control, as amended; and plans and arrangements for Sprint to accommodate the Town of Weston’s police, fire, and public safety telecommunications whip antenna(s).  Such plans shall include the location of all antennas, transmitters, and associated equipment, and a recalculated report of electromagnetic radio frequency power density at the proposed facility, if this facility is shared with the Town of Weston.  We revoke our D&M plan provision for “plans to access the site by foot, or after providing notice and receiving case-by-case approval, by vehicle during “dry” periods when no standing water is present in the wetland” and replace it with a D&M plan provision for Sprint to provide plans for routine access to the site by foot, or by vehicle during times of emergency.  This decision is consistent with the intent of Connecticut State law that protects the state’s environment and supports the co-location of antennas on existing structures to reduce the proliferation of new tower construction.





Because the Town of Weston is interested in developing a tower or sharing a structure for placement of its public safety antennas, and because Sprint is in a position of helping the Town while developing this and other potential facilities in Weston, we will further order Sprint to consult with the Town for placement of the Town’s antennas at the location of this project and other locations pending the Council’s decision on the D&M plan which will not be considered by the Council until at least 60 days from issuance of this decision or sooner if agreed upon by the Town.  We will also order Sprint to consult with the Town’s Conservation Commission to address their concerns and adopt their requests into the D&M plan for Council consideration for protection of the inland wetland on the access path.
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