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Introduction 

 
On April 26, 2019, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) issued a Declaratory Ruling pursuant to 
Connecticut General Statutes (CGS) §4-176 and §16-50k, approving a proposal from Cellco Partnership 
d/b/a Verizon Wireless (Cellco) for the installation of a small cell wireless telecommunications facility on 
the roof of a six story building at 192 Main Street in Norwich (Petition 1364).  The approved small cell 
facility will provide capacity relief to three existing Cellco sites that serve the downtown Norwich area. 
 
The approved small cell facility consisted of a single antenna and a remote radio head attached to a 10-foot 
tripod mast located in the center of the northern portion of the roof at a centerline height of 85.2 feet above 
ground level. 
 
After the Council’s approval, Cellco re-evaluated the approved small cell facility and now seeks to amend 
the Declaratory Ruling to redesign the facility layout.  Cellco submitted a request to amend the Declaratory 
Ruling in Petition 1364 to the Council on October 15, 2019.    
 
On October 16, 2019, the Council sent correspondence to the City of Norwich (City) stating that the 
Council has received the request to amend the Declaratory Ruling and invited the City to contact the 
Council with any questions or comments by November 14, 2019.  The Council has not received any 
comments to date. 
 
Cellco provided notice of the request to amend the Declaratory Ruling to the City, the property owner, and 
abutting property owners on or about October 11, 2019.  Shortly after notifying the City, the City’s Zoning 
Enforcement Officer and the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) contacted Cellco regarding 
concerns that the proposed amended small cell installation location on the building, known as the Wauregan 
Hotel, would impact a historic sign painted on the western portion of building façade.  In response to those 
concerns, on November 15, 2019, Cellco submitted a revised amended site plan to the Council that re-
located the proposed amended small cell installation eastward to the central portion of the building façade, 
away from the historic sign.   
 

Proposed Amendment 
 

Cellco, after consulting with the City and SHPO, proposes to install a single panel antenna and a remote 
radio head on a pipe mast attached to the upper façade on the north side of the building.  The installation 
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would be on the central portion of the façade. The antenna would have a centerline height of approximately 
78.9 feet above ground level. The rooftop cable tray would extend from the façade across the roof to a 
parapet wall where it would transition within the building to utility connections in the basement.  
 
The calculated power density at ground level, the closest point of uncontrolled public exposure, would be 
4.8 percent of the applicable limit using a -10 dB off-beam adjustment.   
 
Notice to the Federal Aviation Administration is not required.   
 
The antenna and remote radio head would be painted to match the building exterior.  Unlike the previously 
approved antenna, the façade-mounted panel antenna would not extend above the roofline.  A photo-
simulation is attached.   
   

Conclusion 
 

Cellco contends that this proposed project would not have a substantial adverse environmental impact. 
 
If approved, staff recommends the following condition: 
 

1. Approval of any minor project changes be delegated to Council staff. 
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Proposed Small Cell Facility Location  
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Photo-simulation of Small Cell Facility from Broadway 
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