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STATE OF CONNECTI CUT
CONNECTI CUT SI TI NG COUNCI L

Petition No. 1352

Petition of Nutmeg Solar, LLC for a declaratory

ruling for the proposed constructi on, naintenance,
and operation of a 19.6 negawatt sol ar
photovoltaic electric generating facility
general ly south of Bailey Road and east of Broad
Br ook Road and associ ated el ectri cal
i nterconnection to Eversource Energy's Scitico
Substation at 20 Bailey Road in

Enfi el d, Connecti cut.

Publ i ¢ Comment Session held at the Enfield
Town Hall, Council Chanbers, 820 Enfield Street,
Enfi el d, Connecticut, on Thursday, January 10,

2019, beginning at 6:31 p. m

Hel d Bef or e:
SENATOR JAMES J. MJURPHY, JR ,

Acting Chairman
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THE CHAI RMAN:  Ladi es and gentl enen,
this hearing is called to order this Thursday,
January the 10th, 2019, at 6:30 p.m M nane is
Jerry Murphy. |I'mthe acting chairman of the
Connecticut Siting Council.

G her nenbers of the Council are Robert
Hannon, desi gnee for Comm ssioner Robert Klee of
t he Departnment of Energy and Environnent al
Protection; Larry Levesque, designee for Chairnan
Kati e Dykes of the Public Utilities Regul atory
Aut hority; Robert Silvestri; Dr. Mchael W
Kl emens; and M chael Harder.

Menbers of the staff are Ml anie
Bachman, our executive director and staff
attorney; and M chael Perrone, the siting anal yst
for this file.

This is a continuation of a hearing
that began at 3 p.m this afternoon. Copies of
the hearing programand the Council's G tizens
Guide to Siting Council Procedures are avail abl e
for nmenbers of the public.

This hearing is held pursuant to the
provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut General
Statutes and of the Uniform Adm ni strative

Procedure Act upon a petition from Nutmeg Sol ar,
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LLC for a declaratory ruling for the proposed
constructi on, naintenance, and operation of a 19.6
megawatt sol ar photovoltaic electric generating
facility generally south of Bailey Road and east
of Broad Brook Road and associ ated el ectri cal

I nt erconnection to Eversource Energy's Substation
at 20 Bailey Road in Enfield, Connecticut. This
petition was received by the Council on Cctober

19, 2018.

The Council's legal notice of the date
and tine of this hearing was published in the
Journal I nquirer on Decenber the 8th 2018. Upon
this Council's request, the petitioner erected a
sign al ong Broad Brook Road where the proposed
facility is to be located so as to informthe
public of the name of the petitioner, the type of
facility, the hearing date and its | ocation, and
t he contact information for the Council.

Thi s afternoon nenbers of the Council,
staff and public personally conducted a field
revi ew of the proposed site in order to observe
firsthand the potential effects of the proposal.

Thi s hearing session this evening has
been reserved for the public to nake short

statenents into the record. These public
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statenments are not subject to questions fromthe
petitioner, the Town of Enfield, who is a party to
this matter, or the Council and its nenbers.
Menbers of the public nmaking statenments nay not
ask questions of the petitioner, the Town of
Enfield, or the Council. These statenents wl|
becone part of the record for Counci

consideration. A sign-up sheet is available for

t hose who would like to participate.

As a rem nder to all, off-the-record
comruni cations with nmenbers of the Council or
menbers of Council staff upon the merits of this
petition is prohibited by | aw

| also wish to note that the petitioner
and the Town of Enfield, including their
representatives and wi tnesses, are not allowed to
participate in this public hearing session.

| also wsh to note for those who are
here and for the benefit of your friends and your
nei ghbors who are unable to join us for this
public coment session this evening that you or
they nmay send witten statenments to the Council
wi thin 30 days of the date hereof, and such
witten statenents wll be given the sane wei ght

as if spoken this evening at this hearing.
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We ask each person nmaking a public
statenment in this proceeding to confine his or her
statenents to the subject matter before the
Council and to avoi d unreasonable repetition so
that we may hear all of the concerns you and your
nei ghbors nay have. Pl ease be advised that the
Counci | cannot answer questions fromthe public
about this proposal.

A verbatimtranscript will be nade of
this hearing and deposited at the Enfield and
Soners Town Clerk's Ofices for the conveni ence of
t he public.

Before we call upon the public, we've
asked that the petitioner's representative nake a
presentation briefly of the proposal which is
bef ore the Council this afternoon as well as the
public session this evening. Proceed.

MATTHEW SI NGER: Thank you. "' m Matt
Singer with Next Era Energy Resources. |I'mthe
proj ect manager for Nutneg Sol ar.

The project is a 19.6 negawatt facility
sol ar photovol tai c proposed for the Hazardville
District here in Enfield. It's approximately 4.5
m | es sout heast of where we're sitting tonight.

The project was originally sel ected by
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t he Departnment of Environnental Protection and
Energy in 2017 in order to hel p Connecticut neet
its clean energy and carbon reduction goals. In
the two years since, we've done environnental
engi neering and a nunber of other studies to
Informour site design, as you see it today on the
figure to ny right, and we've also solicited

f eedback from project nei ghbors, residents of
Enfield, town officials, and ot her stakehol ders.
We believe the petition and the project, as it
stands, is in a very good shape.

And so we appreciate you con ng out
tonight. W appreciate being before the Council.
And | | ook forward to hearing your conments.

Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN: Before | start, | wll
i ndi cate that we have three people who have si gned
up. And if there are others than these three
I ndi vi dual s who want to be heard this evening,
we'd ask that you sign up with one of the other
sheet s.

The first name -- and pardon ne if |
m spronounce it -- Al Kupchunos.

AL KUPCHUNCS: That's pretty cl ose.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you. At least I'm
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not off to a bad, bad start.

(Laughter.)

MR, KUPCHUNCS: Good evening. |In a way
of full disclosure, let ne just say that | am not
an Enfield resident; | live in South W ndsor.

The reason |'mhere is that when | saw
the petition to put a solar farmon that property,
| think a |lot of people nmay be thinking at first
bl ush, well, why would you put it on farn and,
sone beautiful farm and, tobacco sheds? | think
that's the exact reason you should put it there.

My famly, we farned, well, about 150
years in the Connecticut Valley, sone of the best
soil in the world, and | know you're all aware of
that. But the problemis farnland gets tired.

You cannot raise it year after year after year.
And that's one of the problens ny famly ran into.
We grew sonmewhere in the area of about 600 acres
of potatoes in the Connecticut Valley as well as

t obacco. And what woul d happen because there's
such a denand on | and, you couldn't rest the | and
for three or four years, and that's really what's
necessary. So, consequently, the other
alternative is you do subdivisions, you build

houses. And that's a parcel that you could do a
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subdi vi si on so easily.

So | think the whol e concept and the
reason |'m supporting it is you can take that
property and rest the |land for 20, 25 years,
whatever it is. And I'll tell you, when you get
to be ny age you realize 20 years is not a very
|l ong tinme, and before you know it that |land wll
be farnmed again. And | think that's the real
asset we have, and it's a way to preserve it. So
| think it's the exact thing you should do with
it. And I'min support of it. And thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

Ki ran Maj nmudar .

KI RAN MAJMJUDAR: O ose enough. Thank
you.

THE CHAIRVAN:  Is that third letter in
your |ast nane a "J"?

MR MAJMUDAR: The | ast nane is "J"

Maj mudar .

THE CHAI RVAN.  Maj nudar, okay.

MR MAJMUDAR: My nane is Kiran
Maj mudar. |'ma resident of the Town of Enfield.
And for full disclosure, I"malso a nenber of the

Econom ¢ Devel opnment Comm ssion in the town.

| support this project because the
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m ssion of the conmm ssion, Econom c Devel opment
Conmmi ssion, is to sustain, support existing

busi ness as well as to attract new busi ness.
That's the gromth strategy for the town. And with
that in mnd, |I'mhappy to know that the sol ar
power generation wll create good opportunities
for the town, as well as produce good quality
energy. And when | say "good quality energy,"
I'"ve worked in the nuclear industry, |I've worked
in the fossil industry, and power generation, and
solar, therefore, is a lot |less environnentally

I mpactful project than we see today.

A sol ar project offers many economnic

benefits to the town. It brings good investnent,
alnost $6 mllion investnent to the town in
proj ect equi prment, in construction, and that

transl ates very easily to the revenue to the town
itself. That's nunber one.

There is nore to it because this town
al so supports nany construction trades. There are
good steel fabricators, there are good site
devel opnent contractors, there are good el ectrical
contractors, concrete contractors, nany rel ated
things. Al of these trades in this town w |l

have an opportunity to conpete for parts of the
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project, nost of the project, sone of the project.
So that's another benefit to the town. And
therefore | really support it.

The |l ast part is the project applicants
have over al nbst a year and a half now very
proactively solicited conmments fromresidents,
fromthe town, fromthe nei ghbors, and many ot her
agenci es, including sone of the town agenci es.
Those proactive efforts have produced a pl an that
takes into consideration many of those concerns
and nodified the plan in order to nmake it viabl e,
to make it profitable, as well as address all the
concerns environnentally and socially. So that's
an i nportant part.

The project also qualifies as a zero
carbon em ssion, and that's a good thing
envi ronnental | y, again, because when | conpare it
again to the nuclear, to the fossil fuel plants,
this plant, solar plant in operation will have no
carbon em ssion at all.

So gi ven such zero carbon eni ssion,
gi ven such econom ¢ devel opnent and benefits to
the town, | think we should wel conme the project
here in town, and | support it. Thank you.

THE CHAI RMVAN. Thank you, sir.
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Karen LaPl ante. Yours was the easy
one.

KAREN LAPLANTE: H . Good eveni ng.
Ful | disclosure, ny nane is Karen LaPl ante, 166
North Maple Street in Enfield. | amthe chair of
t he Conservati on Conmi ssion and the Agricul tural
Comm ssion, but |I'm speaking as a private citizen
at this tine.

So |l would like to wel cone you to
Enfield. Hopefully, it wasn't too cold out there
on the site visit. And | do have to say that I
have 28 solar panels of ny own, so I'msure this
project is going to conpete wth ny panels.

But that aside, | have not read all of
t he exhibits the applicant submtted, but | did
read a nunber of them And | would like to say |
appreci ate the effort that they have put into this
application. And |I've attended a nunber of the
| ocal neetings that they have held and |I believe
It was in Novenber the site wal k that they had.

| have a coupl e of questions or
comrents that |I'm not sure were covered under the
application and subsequent interrogatories. |
didn't see any directives as to how the applicant

woul d manage to control the invasive species that
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may devel op on the disturbed soils in the
di sturbed areas along the perineter. W got close
toit in some of the questions this afternoon, but
specifically invasives weren't addressed. NMow ng,
| believe, is going to be done twi ce a year, but
t he invasives can tend to grow up between the
cedar trees and everything el se, and now ng nmay
not be done in those areas. So |I'd like that to
be further addressed.

My second concern was to how to
interpret the response to Interrogatory CSC-45,
whi ch tal ks about the equivalency results fromthe
EPA website. So | was wondering if the greenhouse
gas em ssi ons saved by the project is equival ent
to 2.6 billion mles driven by an average
passenger vehicle if it's based on one year, 10
years, 20 years, 30 years? W tal ked about
different |ife spans of the project this
afternoon, or you tal ked about them and that was
just a clarification | was trying to wonder.
That's a huge nunber, and I'"mjust thrilled with
it.

So | amin favor, personally in favor
of this project, and | hope it goes forward.

Thank you.
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THE CHAI RMAN.  Thank you very nuch.

That exhausts the list in front of ne.

Excuse nme. Carol Hall

CAROL HALL: Good eveni ng, everybody.
And first ny nane is Carol Hall. |1'mthe state
rep for the 59th District where this project is
proposed to go.

First, I want to conplinent NextEra for
all the hard work they've done on this project
with the residents of this town. W started quite
a while ago with site visits hosted by the Jarnoc
famly who have been very gracious and have ki nd
of bent over backwards to try to accommobdate as
much i nfornmational sessions as possible. So |
want to start with a positive. |It's been a very
| ong process for us in that area, and | feel |ike
they' ve really done an amazing job to try to reach
the residents. They've done a | ot of door
knocki ng and private neetings with residents
Individually as well as group neetings. So we've
experi enced a couple of different staff changes
over the course of tine, which |I inmagine you woul d
expect. So the positive to this is there's been a
ton of groundwor k done.

What | did want to say is the history
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of the town, as many of you know, we're required
by state statute to put together a plan of
conservation and devel opnent. And | know you hear
so often from people that not in ny town, we don't
want these huge projects in ny town. You probably
hear that, and |I know you' ve heard it from nmany
different projects throughout the state. Wat |
will say is that's not what we've said in Enfield.
I n our plan of conservation and devel opnent we've
got these projects going in industrial zoned
areas. Qur plan of conservation and devel opnent
and our Pl anni ng and Zoni ng Conm ssi on have been
very explicit where they want to see these
projects. So we're very supportive of renewabl es
here. | don't think there's anybody in this room
t hat woul d argue against them | think it's a
wonderful thing. And we plan for it in our plan
of conservation and devel opnent.

What you may not know is this project
I's obviously proposed to go in a residenti al
nei ghbor hood. The people that this project -- the
abutters of this project, when they purchased
t heir hones, understood that there was farns there
and that if the farmwasn't there they woul d see

ot her hones abutting their hones. So fromthe
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begi nni ng of the project there was a huge
push-back, as you m ght inmagi ne, because this is
going in a zone that was not approved for this
type of project.

So hence, the Siting Council, as you
sit here, because as nany of you know, you hear
t he negative and not in nmy nei ghborhood, but I
want you to know ahead of tine it was forethought
in this town of these huge projects that we
expected to cone in.

So we started at the beginning, |ike |
said, with a |lot of push back. NextEra has done
sone maj or renovations on the proposed site and
where these panels would go. They elim nated one
whol e area to the west of the project, as you
know, off of Broad Brook Road whi ch was hugely
because of the nei ghbors that had conme out against
the project. So sone nmmjor renovati ons were nmade
to the plan accommobdati ng the nei ghbors' concerns.
So again, | want to applaud them for doing that.
It was a heavy lift for all of us. W had a |ot
of different foruns and di scussions on this
project, and they did nake sone changes whi ch we
truly, truly appreciate, and | can't say that

enough.
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A couple of things that | still have
concerns with: | do live in this area. 1|'mnot
far fromthe project nyself. On Broad Brook Road
goi ng right by the project we' ve tal ked about
buffers. There is a |large section on Broad Brook
Road where there is no buffer. [It's still w de
open to the road, and it's also in a very easy
w nter view of Taft. |[|'d love to see nore buffer
where there is none al ong Broad Brook Road. | did
express that to NextEra when | net with them a
coupl e weeks ago. So that's still a concern |
have for the project.

Great discussion this afternoon. [|I'm
glad | cane. | learned a lot. | have to say I'm
totally inpressed by the Siting Council and the
| evel of know edge that you fol ks have, and I
truly respect a | ot of the questions that were
asked. And you certainly know a ton nore than we
do out here.

The ot her concern, and you're probably
wel | aware, that the abutting road, Bail ey Road
and Charnley Road, for that matter, do not have
city water. Mdst of the houses on those
properties are well water. There were issues

brought up about pesticides today. | was glad to
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hear the di scussion was brought up about the
pesticides that will or wll not be used. That's
a huge concern with well water with the direct
abutters. There's also a huge orchard that also
abuts this property. So | hope we're super
careful as to what we use if we are going to nove
forward wth any sort of control of growth that
they want to contai n.

Construction hours are a concern for ne
as well. | heard this afternoon you addressing
t hose. And | hope those construction hours are
limted to work days and don't overflow into the
weekends for the residents in that area. 1|1'd |iKke
to see them shortened up. | think that was tal ked
about this afternoon by one of your siting
menbers. That's the noise factor being so cl ose
to residents is going to be a huge issue during
construction. So | appreciate that that was
brought up this afternoon.

| think the other thing that | thought
was a very valid question that wasn't answered by
Next Era this afternoon was the cost of this
project. It is a public project. | think the
public have a right to know t he devel opnent costs

and the cost of the project period. At the very
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begi nning of this project when we were talking
about ot her possible sites where our plan of
conservati on and devel opnent do allow this kind of
project, we were told by NextEra that there
weren't any sites in Enfield that were appropriate
that were cost effective. So there actually is
quite a lot of industrial open land in Enfield.
So cost certainly for this project is a rel evant
question, and | certainly appreciate the Siting
Counci | asking that question. So | think in full
di scl osure that's sonething that the general
public certainly has the right to know

Agai n, thank you for holding this
hearing in our town. | truly appreciate it.
You've nade it very easy for the residents to cone
forward. | think just by evidence of people that
signed up to speak, it speaks volunmes on the
honmewor k that NextEra did with the residents and
the town to get us to this point. So I think that
says a lot just by the anpbunt of peopl e that
signed up to speak.

One of the residents | think still has
sonme concerns, and that resident is on the corner
of Charnley and Broad Brook. They have tal ked

Wi th himabout buffers. | hope that maybe he w ||
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submt to you testinony if he'd like to see nore.
Again, extrenely grateful for themelimnating the
project to the west and al so sone of the fields
behi nd Charnl ey which are also residential as
wel | .

So thank you for being here. Thank you
for all your wonderful questions this afternoon.
And | |l ook forward to the rest of the hearing.
Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN. Thank you,
Represent ati ve Hal l

M chael Vezzol a.

M CHAEL VEZZOLA: (Good eveni ng,

Council. M nane is Mchael Vezzola. And ful

di scl osure, I"'ma resident of the Town of Enfield.
I|'malso the vice president of the Enfield
Communi ty Devel opnent Corporation. | sit on the
Econom ¢ Devel opnent Conmm ssion, and |I'mthe
executive director of the North Central
Connecti cut Chanber of Conmerce who |'m here
representing tonight.

On behal f of our board of directors, we
submtted a letter for your consideration. W
were presented a presentation by NextEra, who is

al so a nenber of our chanber, and Jarnoc Farns is
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al so a nenber of our chanmber. And we would |ike
for your consideration to support this project as
the North Central Connecticut Chanmber who
represents Enfield, Soners, Suffield, and East
W ndsor. W think that Next Era has done their due
dili gence over the past couple of years and
provi ded nore than opportune instances for people
to | earn about the project, have their questions
answer ed about the project, and have al so made
concessi ons based upon residential input that
t hey' ve had about the project over the course of
the | ast coupl e years.

So that being said, in addition to the
letter, I am here on behalf of the North Central
Connecti cut Chanber of Conmmerce Board of

Directors, and we support this project. Thank

you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

Carl Veill eux.

CARL VEI LLEUX: Thank you. I'ma
resident of Enfield. 1've been here 25 years and
live in the nei ghborhood. And | just want to say

| support this project and appl aud you for all the
due diligence that you did for this project.

Thank you.
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THE CHAI RMAN.  Thank you. The
executive director tells nme she doesn't have
anynore lists to slip to nme with nanes on it. |Is
t here anyone el se here who would care to address
t he Council ?

Cone forward, nma' am

MELI SSA EVERETT: Thank you.

THE CHAI RMVAN.  Wbul d you give us your
name?

MS. EVERETT: M/ nane is Melissa
Everett. |I'man Enfield resident. | chaired the
Cl ean Energy Commttee for the period that we had
one. | was hesitating back there because | too
was prevented by work fromgetting here this
afternoon, and |'ve read parts of the materi al s.

| want to add ny voice to really honor
t he work that Next Era has done and that you al
have done in terns of due diligence. | have
wat ched at intervals the kind of flavor of the
conversation go fromfreaked out to information
gathering to negotiating and deli berating, and I
t hi nk that speaks volunmes to how a town and a
devel oper of this kind of project should work
t oget her.

| want to raise a question | know you
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can't answer, but just an area of where I'mstill
concerned. And that is, we've paid so nmuch
attention to community interests. | don't know
that we've paid as nuch to environmenta
interests. | know that a lot of forest is being
cut down necessarily to nmake the project work at
the scale that it needs to work at. | know t hat
one mature tree can sequester a ton of carbon
during its lifetine. | did |ook at the soil
renedi ation plan, and it says that, you know, best
practices will be used to renediate the soils
after the life of the project, but | didn't see
any di scussion of what m ght happen during the
project. And there is so nuch innovati on goi ng on
t hese days in terns of, you know, carbon
sequestering in soils. It isn't the job of a
sol ar devel oper, necessarily, to do that, but to
the extent that the Council can think about best
practices for |and managenent during the |ife of
the project, that would help us to be even nore
i nnovative than we already are. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

| s there anyone el se here who woul d
care to address the Council ?

(No response.)
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THE CHAI RVAN: Before | close, I'lIl ask
once nore, does anyone here -- we probably have
exhausted those who are. Ckay.

This Council announces that it wll
continue the evidentiary session of this hearing
in New Britain on Thursday, January the 24t h,
which is two weeks fromtoday, 2019, at 1 p.m
Pl ease note that anyone who has not becone a party
or an intervenor who desires his or her views
known to the Council may file witten statenents
with the Council until the public comment record
closes, which will be at | east 30 days fromtwo
weeks from Thur sday.

Copi es of the transcript of this
hearing will be filed in the Enfield and Soners
Town Clerk's Ofices.

| hereby declare this hearing
adj ourned. Thank you for your participation.

Have a safe drive hone.
(Wher eupon, the above proceedi ngs

adj ourned at 7:04 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

| hereby certify that the foregoing 25 pages
are a conpl ete and accurate conputer-ai ded
transcription of nmy original stenotype notes taken
of the Public Comment Session in Re: PETITION NO
1352, PETITION OF NUTMEG SCLAR, LLC FOR A
DECLARATORY RULI NG FOR THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTI ON
MAI NTENANCE, AND OPERATI ON OF A 19. 6 MEGAVATT
SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAI C ELECTRI C GENERATI NG FACI LI TY
GENERALLY SOUTH OF BAI LEY ROAD AND EAST OF BROAD
BROOK ROAD AND ASSOCI ATED ELECTRI CAL
| NTERCONNECTI ON TO EVERSOURCE ENERGY' S SCI Tl CO
SUBSTATI ON AT 20 BAILEY ROAD | N ENFI ELD
CONNECTI CUT, whi ch was hel d before SENATCR JAMES
J. MJURPHY, ACTI NG CHAI RVAN, at Enfield Town Hall,
Counci| Chanbers, 820 Enfield Street, Enfield,

Connecticut, on January 10, 2019.

1 .
AR (S .
&lgykLL“L£l¢é(
Lisa L. Warner, CSR 061
Court Reporter
BCT REPORTI NG SERVI CE
55 WHI TI NG STREET, SU TE 1A
PLAI NVI LLE, CONNECTI CUT 06062
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