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January 17,20L9

Via Electronic Maíl ønd Hand Delivery
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq.
Acting Executive Director
Connecticut Siting Council
10 Franklin Square
New Britain, CT 06051

RE: Petition No. 1352 - Nutmeg Solar, LLC, petition for a declaratory ruling, pursuant to Corurecticut
General Statutes ç4-17 6 and $ 1 6-50k, for the proposed construction, maintenance and operation of
a 19.6-megawatt AC solar photovoltaic electric generating facility on approximately 162 acres
comprised of 9 separate parcels located generally south of Bailey Road and east of Route 191
(Broad Brook Road), and associated electrical interconnection to Eversource Energy's Scitico
Substation at 20 Bailey Road in Enfield, Connecticut

Dear Ms. Bachman:

On behalf of the petitioner, Nutmeg Solar, LLC, enclosed please find an original and l5 copies of responses
to the Connecticut Siting Council's requested late filed exhibits B, C and D in connection with the
above-referenced proceeding.

Please feel free to contact me or David Bogan of this office (560-541-771l) if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Very truly yours,

Kathryn E. Boucher

Enclosures

cc: Service List

_ - Atlanta lAustin lBoston lChicago lCincinnati lDallas lHa¡ford lHong Kong lHouston lLondon lLosAngeles
Miami I New Orleans I New York I Princeton I Providence I San Francisco I Stamfõrd lWashington oC jWest pã¡m Beach



STATE OF CONNECTICUT
CONNECTICUT SITING COT]NCIL

Petition No. 1352

Company:

Nutmeg Solar, LLC

Submission Date:

January 17,2019

Page I of I

LFE-B Provide an overlay map of the proposed solar panels on the map of the Phase IB
Cultural Resources Survey shovel test pit locations.

Response:

See Attacl'nrtents I and 2.

A depiction of the proposed solar panels and the Phase 1B Cultural Resources Assessment Survey shovel
test pit locations is provided as Attachment 1. As shown in this depiction, Heritage Consultants proposed
to dig, but did not excavate 14 test pits in the Phase 1B Survey Area2 that were located within the
proposed solar array and an adjacent area where vegetation clearing is proposed. As noted in the Phase
lB report, these 14 unexcavated shovel tests are located along topography characterized as steep slopes -
approximately 7%. Based on Heritage Consultants' professional experience and Connecticut standards
for field archaeological surveys, cultural materials are not typically present on slopes of 7o/o or greater.
Due to the lack of cultural findings in adjacent areas with more gradual topography it was determined that
test pits were not necessary at these 14 locations. Although these sloped areas are not conducive to the
presence of cultural materials, they do not exceed I5Yo andare suitable for the installation of solar panels.

Since the January 10,2019 Siting Council hearing, Nutmeg Solar has received a letter from the CT State
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) indicating their concurrence with the frndings of the Phase 1B
Cultural Resources Assessment Survey Report, including shovel testing protocols, methods, and results.
The SIIPO concuffence letter, provided as Attachment 2, states that SHPO concurs with the findings of
the report that additional archaeological investigations ofthe project areas are not warranted.
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
CONNECTICUT SITING COTIIÍ CIL

PetitÍon No. 1352

Company:

Nutmeg Solar, LLC

Submission Date:

January 17,2019

Page 1 ofl

LFE-C Explain if it would be possible to plant a commercially viable agricultural crop/vegetation in
project site areas planned for vegetative screening that could be marketed anûsold.

Response:

The use of agricultural crop vegetation plantings (e.g. highbush blueberry) for project screening would
not be substantial enough to be commercially viable nor would it furtherthe p.i-ã.y goal of adequate
screening. The proposed visual screening vegetation is intended to utilize a varying airangement of
evergreen and deciduous shrubs, and perennial herbaceous species that can achiwe sufficient height and
width to adequately screen project components as well as providing visual contrast for aesthetic p-rrrpo.",
Although the proposed screening could include some vegetation thãt independently may be 

"onrìd"i"d 
u.

an agricultural crop, the Petitioner intends to utilize a number of species tò optimaily sCr"er the project
and therefore does not consider the potential use of crop vegetation to be commerciáily viable for market.

70583535v. I



STATE OF CONNECTICUT
CONNECTICUT SITING COUI\CIL

Petition No. 1352

Company:

Nutmeg Solar, LLC

Submission Date:

January 17,2019

Page I of 1

LFE-D On page 4 of the October 2,2018 Herpetofauna Avoidance and Mitigation plan, it notes that,
"The contract with the leasing landowner has been negotiated to allow no clearing within the
landscape connection (directional buffer) for the life of the project." Confirm whether or not the
land owner and/or the tenant can clear around and/or fill the vemal pool.

Response:

In response to the Council's request, the Petitioner reviewed the purchase and lease agreements related to
the Project site. Clearing around or filling in the vemal pool or within the directional buffer is not
expressly prohibited under the terms of the applicable land agreements except as otherwise prohibited by
law. However, any actions that interfere with the operations of the project are prohibite¿. ifre quoted
sentence from the Herpetofauna Avoidance and Mitigation Plan should therefore be struck from the
Petition.

70583535v. I



CERTIF'ICATION

I hereby certiS'that on January 17 ,20l8,the foregoing was delivered by electronic mail and regular

mail, postage prepaid, in accordance with $ 16-50j-12 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies, to

all parties and intervenors of record, as follows:

Maria S. Eldsen, Esq.
Town Attorney
Town of Enfield
820 Enfield Street
Enfield, CT 06082
townattomey@ enf ield. org

Kathryn E. Boucher

70583535v.1
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