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proposed constructi on, nmai ntenance and operati on
of a 26.4 negawatt AC sol ar photovoltaic electric
generating facility on approxi mately 289 acres
conprised of 5 separate and abutting
privatel y-owned parcels | ocated generally west of
Hopmeadow Street, north and south of Hoski ns Road,
and north and east of County Road, and associ at ed
electrical interconnection to Eversource Energy's
North Sinmsbury Substation west of Hopneadow Street

i n Simsbury, Connecticut.

Hearing held at Eno Menorial Hall Auditorium
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THE CHAI RVAN:  Good afternoon, | adies
and gentlenen. |I'd like to call to order this
meeti ng of the Connecticut Siting Council of
Petition 1313, today, Tuesday, Septenber 12, 2017,
at approxinmately 3 p.m M nane is Robin Stein.
I*'m Chairman of the Connecticut Siting Council.

O her nmenbers of the Council present
are Senator Murphy, our Vice Chairman; M. Hannon,
our designee fromthe Departnent of Energy and
Envi ronnental Protection; M. Levesque, designee
fromthe Public UWilities Regulatory Authority;
M. Harder; M. Lynch; and M. Silvestri. Menbers
of the staff present are Attorney Bachman, our
Executive Director; M. Mercier, our siting
anal yst; and Ms. Fontai ne, our fiscal
adm ni strative officer.

This hearing is held pursuant to Title
16 of the Connecticut General Statutes and of the
Uni form Adm ni strative Procedure Act upon a
petition fromDWV Solar II, LLC for a declaratory
ruling that no Certificate of Environnental
Conpatibility and Public Need is required for the
proposed construction, nmaintenance and operation
of a 26.4 negawatt AC sol ar photovoltaic electric

generating facility on approximately 289 acres
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conprised of five separate and abutting

privatel y-owned parcels | ocated generally west of
Hopneadow Street, north and south of Hoski ns Road,
and north and east of County Road, and associ at ed
electrical interconnection to Eversource Energy's
North Si nmsbury Substation west of Hopneadow Street
in Sinmsbury, Connecticut. The petition was

recei ved by the Council on June 29, 2017.

As a rem nder to all, off-the-record
comruni cation with a nmenber of the Council, or a
menber of the Council's staff upon the nerits of
this petition is prohibited by |aw.

The parties and intervenors to the
proceeding are as follows: The petitioner, DWV
Solar Il, LLCwith Attorney Hoffman. The parties:
Town of Sinsbury, Attorney Langer. Departnment of
Energy and Environnental Protection, Attorney
Ri gney. Departnent of Agriculture, M. Bowsza.
And Flamm ni et al, who are the abutting property
owners, wth Attorney Kosloff.

We'll proceed in accordance with the
pr epar ed agenda, copies of which are avail abl e
here, | think the back of the room Al so
avai l able are copies of the Council's G tizens

GQuide to Siting Council Procedures. At the end of
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this afternoon's session, we will recess and then
resune again at 6:30 p.m

The 6:30 p.m session will be reserved
for the public to nmake brief oral statenents into
the record. | wish to note that parties and
I ntervenors, including their representatives and
W tnesses, are not allowed to participate in the
public comment session. | also wsh to note for
whose who are here, and for the benefit of your
friends and nei ghbors who are unable to join us
for the public coment session, that you or they
may send witten statenments to the Council within
30 days of the date hereof, and such witten
statenments will be given the sane weight as if
spoken at the hearing.

A verbatimtranscript will be nade of
t he hearing and deposited with the Town Cerk's
office in Simsbury and Granby for the conveni ence
of the public.

Sol'dlike to call your attention to
t hose itens shown on the hearing program nmarked as
Roman nuneral 1-D, Itenms 1-116. Does the
petitioner or any party or intervenor have any
objection to the itens that the Council has

adm ni stratively noticed?
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MR. HOFFMAN:  No obj ection, sir.

THE CHAI RMAN.  Heari ng and seei ng none,
t he Council accordingly adm nistratively notices
t hese docunents, statenments and commrents.

(Adm nistrative Notice taken of Itens
|-D-1 through I-D 116.)

THE CHAIRVAN.  WII the petitioner
pl ease present your w tness panel for the purposes
of taking the oath?

MR. HOFFMAN:. Absolutely. Thank you,
Chai rman St ei n.

So | would like to introduce fol ks. |
will take themslightly out of order on the
program so that we can go fromny left, your
ri ght, down the |line because I'mtoo chall enged to
figure it out any other way.

So imedi ately to ny left is M. d aude
Cote, who is our EHS consultant. Next to himis
Jeffrey Grybowski, the president of Deepwater
Wnd. Imediately next to himis Al een Kenney,
who is the vice president of permtting and
devel opnent for Deepwater Wnd. Next to her is
Susan Moberg, consultant with VHB, who is really a
proj ect manager for this facility. Next to Sue is

Paul Vitaliano, who's a public engineer in the
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State of Connecticut. Next to himis Jeffrey
Peterson, a soil scientist, also with VHB. And on
the end, put no neans |least, is Gordon PerKkins
from EDR, who's our visual consult expert.

And | woul d present these wi tnesses to
be sworn in at this tine.

CLAUDE COTE

JEFFREY GRYBOWSK I

Al LEEN KENNEY,

SUSAN MOBERG

PAUL Vi TALI ANO

JEFFREY PETERSON,

GORDON PERKI NS,
call ed as wtnesses, being first duly sworn
by Ms. Bachman, were exanm ned and testified
on their oaths as foll ows:

THE CHAI RVAN: Do you want to conti nue
by nunbering the exhibits you're filing and
verifying, please?

MR, HOFFMAN:  Yes. Under Roman Nurner al
I1-B, we have seven exhibits for identification
pur poses. They are Item No. 1, the petition for a
declaratory ruling. Item No. 2, DWVs responses
to the Siting Council's interrogatories that were

dat ed August 28, 2017. Item No. 3, the proposed
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field review driving route, dated Septenber 1,
2017. Item No. 4 is aerial drone footage of the
proposed site, dated Septenber 1, 2017. Item No.
5 is DWNVs responses to the Town of Sinsbury's
interrogatories, which are dated Septenber 5th.
Item No. 6, DWVs responses to the Departnent of
Agriculture's interrogatories, also dated
Septenber 5th. And Item No. 7, which is our sign
posting correspondence with attached phot ographs,
al so dated Septenber 5th.

| would submt these exhibits for
identification at this tine.

THE CHAI RVAN:  |s there any objection?

(No response.)

THE CHAI RVAN:  So continue with the
verification, please.

MR. HOFFMAN:. Absolutely. So what |
would like to do, if | mght, is take all of the
exhi bits, except for Exhibit 4, for verification
at this tine. And |I'd like to deal wth Exhibit 4
separately, because it was one human bei ng that
did all the work, if that's okay with you?

THE CHAI RVAN:  Sure. Go ahead.

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

MR. HOFFMAN:  So taking these all in
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order, | will ask each of the witnesses in turn
t he sane questions. The first question is, did
you prepare or cause to be prepared the Exhibits
1, 2, 3, 5, 6 and 7?

M. Cote.

THE W TNESS (Cote): Yes.

MR. HOFFMAN. M. G ybowski.

THE W TNESS (G ybowski): Yes.

MR HOFFMAN: Ms. Kenney.

THE W TNESS (Kenney): Yes.

MR. HOFFMAN: Ms. Mbberg.

THE W TNESS (Moberg): Yes.

MR. HOFFVAN. M. Vitali ano.

THE WTNESS (Vitaliano): Yes.

MR, HOFFMAN: M. Peterson.

THE W TNESS (Peterson): Yes.

MR. HOFFMAN: M. Perkins.

THE W TNESS (Perkins): Yes.

MR. HOFFMAN:  And do you have any
edits, corrections or changes to any of those
exhi bits today?

M. Cote.

THE W TNESS (Cote): No nodifications.

MR. HOFFMAN. M. G ybowski .

THE W TNESS ( Grybowski): No.
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MR. HOFFMAN:  Ms. Kenney.

THE W TNESS (Kenney): No.

MR. HOFFMAN: Ms. Mbberg.

THE W TNESS (Moberg): No.

MR. HOFFMAN. M. Vitaliano.

THE WTNESS (Vitaliano): No.

MR, HOFFMAN: M. Peterson.

THE W TNESS (Peterson): No.

MR. HOFFMAN: M. Perkins.

THE W TNESS (Perkins): Yes.

MR. HOFFMAN:  And coul d you expl ain
what your proposed edit is?

THE WTNESS (Perkins): In Exhibit G
the visibility assessnent --

MR. HOFFMAN: |I'msorry, M. Perkins.
Exhibit G of the petition?

THE W TNESS (Perkins): O the
petition, the visibility assessnent. On page 4, |
made reference to barbed wire on top of the chain
link fence. That does not apply in this
application, and it should be stricken.

MR. HOFFMAN: So there is no barbed
wire on top of the chain link fence for this
petition?

THE W TNESS (Perkins): That's correct.
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MR. HOFFMAN:  Thank you. And wth
that, is that your only nodification to any of
t hese exhi bits?

THE W TNESS (Perkins): Yes.

MR. HOFFMAN:  Thank you.

And subj ect to that one nodification,
do you each adopt these six exhibits as your sworn
testi nony here today?

M. Cote.

THE W TNESS (Cote): Yes, | do.

MR. HOFFVMAN. M. G ybowski .

THE W TNESS (G ybowski): Yes.

MR. HOFFMAN:  Ms. Kenney.

THE W TNESS (Kenney): Yes.

MR. HOFFMAN:  Ms. Mbberg.

THE W TNESS (Moberg): Yes.

MR. HOFFMAN. M. Vitaliano.

THE WTNESS (Vitaliano): Yes.

MR, HOFFMAN: M. Peterson.

THE W TNESS (Peterson): Yes.

MR. HOFFMAN: M. Perkins.

THE W TNESS (Perkins): Yes.

MR. HOFFMAN.  And with respect to
Exhibit 4, which is the aerial drone footage,

M. Perkins, did you prepare or cause that footage

11
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to be prepared?

THE W TNESS (Perkins): Yes.

MR. HOFFMAN. And do you have any
pr oposed changes to that footage?

THE W TNESS (Perkins): No.

MR. HOFFMAN:  And do you adopt that
f ootage as part of your sworn testinony here
t oday?

THE W TNESS (Perkins): Yes.

MR. HOFFMAN.  And with that, | would
submt all seven exhibits as full exhibits at this
time.

THE CHAI RMAN: Do any of the parties or
I ntervenors have any objection to the adm ssion of
t hese exhi bits?

A VO CE: No objection, M. Chairnman.

A VO CE: No objection.

THE CHAI RVAN.  Okay. Hearing and
seei ng none, the exhibits are admtted.

(Applicant's Exhibits 11-B-1 through
I1-B-7: Received in evidence - described in
I ndex.)

THE CHAIRVAN:  We will now begin with
cross-exam nation of the petitioner by our staff,

M. Mercier.
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MR. HOFFMAN:  Thank you, M. Chairnman.

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON

MR. MERCIER: Thank you. |'mjust
going to begin just going by sonme of the responses
to the Council interrogatories just to clear up a
couple of itens | had questions on.

To begin with, actually Question 19
which had to do with a question regardi ng a Shade
St udy Anal ysi s.

THE COURT REPORTER  Speak up, M.
Mer ci er .

MR MERCIER Now, in the response it
mentions there's 10 acres of clearing required for
removal of trees for shading. That's in the | ower
part of the response. But the upper part of the
response it states that due to shading the energy
production woul d be reduced by about 4.2 percent
based on an anal ysis conducted by the petitioner.
So is the 4.2 percent before or after the
clearing, the energy reduction? Even though
you're going to clear 10 acres, is there still an
addi ti onal reduction due to tree shadi ng?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): | believe that
the 4.2 percent reduction is after the clearing

t hat we have proposed.

13
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MR. MERCIER Ckay. Wuld it nake any
sense to do additional clearing to increase the
production, or is that loss mninal over the size
of this project?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): So as we say,
it's typical to have sone sort of |oss due to
shading. Wien we were siting the project, we did
bal ance the desire to increase the energy
production with sonme considerations regardi ng sone
of the trees that are on site, and we nade the
determination that it was appropriate to | eave
certain trees. And those trees would result in
sone | evel of shading, but they al so provide sone
screening, visibility screening, and sonme of them
are what we deternmned to be very val uable trees
that we would prefer to remain on site. So we
woul d propose to not do any additional clearing to
I ncrease production.

MR MERCIER Ckay. | also saw in the
petition -- | think it was on page 9 -- related to
this that basically said you' re going to have
100-foot cleared area on the east, south and west
side of the edge of the fence which encl oses the
solar field. So that 100-foot buffer of clearing

bet ween the new forest edge and the fence, that

14




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

15

has to do wth shading. |Is that correct?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): That's correct,
in general. There are sone |ocations where we
have |l eft trees within that 100-foot buffer. For
exanpl e, where we were today al ong Hoski ns Road,
the trees that are along the start of Country Road
there, those will remain. So not in all cases
have we cl eared that 100-foot buffer.

MR. MERCIER: Ckay. |'m | ooking at
also the tree clearing map that was provided in
Exhi bit B, petition Exhibit B, that is. It shows
the limts in pink. Now |ooking at the north
edge - -

THE CHAI RVAN:. M. Hannon has a
f ol | ow up.

MR. HANNON: Thank you.

Regardi ng this 100-foot w de zone
around the east, west and south sides of the
project that wll be cleared of vegetation and
managed as neadow, what neasures will be put in
place to try and m nim ze or renbve invasive
speci es?

THE W TNESS (Moberg): W had
anticipated that as part of the devel opnent and

managenent plan we woul d devel op an i nvasive
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speci es nanagenent plan for the project that would
becone part of the operations and nai nt enance
plan. So we haven't delved deeply at this point

i nto invasive species control. The issue or the
questi on has been brought up in a nunber of

di scussions, so we are aware and do anticipate the
need to devel op that plan.

But that being said, we expect at | east
once annually that those cl eared areas woul d need
to be nowed or nmaintained in some way to keep
woody vegetation fromgrowi ng back. So if it's an
exi sting open area, such as the agricul tural
fields, we're expecting to plant that with sone
sort of a | owgrow ng grass or herbaceous cover,
and the areas that are currently wooded woul d be
managed a little bit differently, essentially
selecting for species that have a mature hei ght
under 20 feet. This is the kind of vegetation
mai nt enance that is typically conducted by utility
conpanies in the rights-of-way, so simlar types
of practices. But we expect that, when that work
I's being conducted, it would be a good tine for
observation or inspection for invasive species,
and then potentially treatnent at that tine,

whet her it's renoval, or sonme other kind of

16
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treatnment, but nost |ikely physical renoval.

MR. HANNON: | just wanted to nake sure
that that is not sonething that was going to be
forgotten.

THE W TNESS (Mbberg): Yeah. No, it's
certainly been considered, yes. W just -- there
was a lot in the petition already. So we expected
we woul d be doing that as part of the D&M pl an.

MR, HANNON: Okay. Thank you.

MR MERCIER: To follow up on
M. Hannon's question, in regards to the clearing,
we just tal ked about the 100-foot buffer, and then
sone of the areas you're going to clear trees for
the buffer, but you' re not going to renove any
stunps. Is it your intent when you do the initial
clearing to renove the understory |ayer of things

bel ow 20 feet, any kind of shrubs, all that

material wll be renoved or --
THE W TNESS (Mbberg): No. | don't
think we need to do that. Essentially the treed

areas that would fall within that 100-foot buffer
for shading, we don't want to grub or disturb the
soil. This was an arrangenent we cane to with the
State Historic Preservation O fice, in essence.

Sone of those areas were considered to be
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potentially archeologically significant in our
phase 1A cultural resource survey, and this was an
avoi dance neasure essentially. So if we cut the
trees down but | eave the stunps and avoid any
significant soil disturbance, the State Historic
Preservation officer concurred that that woul d be
an appropriate mtigation nmeasure. So we opted to
apply that approach in all areas, not just the
potentially archeol ogically significant areas.

So | don't think that we need to --
sorry if you can't hear ne -- | don't think that
we need to take down all the shrubs, essentially.
We woul d | eave what ever vegetation is | ower than
20 feet. There are many species that get taller
t han your average shrub, but still top out at |ess
than 20 feet. And so by selectively renoving
species that would grow taller than 20 feet, you
ultimately, you know, devel op a very dense cover
of native vegetation that doesn't get so tall that
It shades the project.

MR. MERCIER: Thank you. Now, for the
north side of your solar fields, | see on the tree
clearing map the edges there. | don't see a
100-foot buffer. Qbviously, it's probably not

needed because of the way the sun angles onto the
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panels. |s that correct?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): That's correct.

MR. MERCIER: Do you know what the
di stance woul d be, say, fromthe fence line to the
limt of clearing or limt of existing trees that
woul d be retained on the north side? Is it
sonething |ike 50 feet or 20 feet?

THE W TNESS (Moberg): | think it
varies. |In essence, sone places there's a need
for grading in order to build the perineter road,
and so in those areas there may be nore tree
clearing. |In other areas there's that pink |ine
that shows the proposed tree |line actually
identifies an existing tree line that's further
away than we need it to be. So it's variable.

MR MERCIER: | guess I'll just ask,
| ooking at the north field, it says acres to be
cleared 18.1 on the Exhibit B. Then |I see the
perineter of the fence, and then | see the forest.
"' mjust wondering, are you accounting for any
type of stornms where it takes down trees and knock
down i nto your fence and into your solar --
potentially hit the solar arrays? | just want to
know what the di stance was. Did you account for

anything like that?
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The ot her consideration was the ash
trees die off, you know, you get dead ash trees
surrounding the site potentially. | don't know
what the type of forest there is, but that's al so
a concern of linmbs and things bl ow ng down onto
your project. So | just want to know what steps
are you going to do to ensure that there's no
damage due to storns and dead fall.

THE W TNESS (Moberg): GCkay. | don't
bel i eve that we specifically planned or accounted
for wwind fall on the project. One of the things
that is typical, | think, for maintaining the
limts of clearing is the renoval of danger trees.
So as part of our annual mai ntenance for the
facility, that would be an inspection of the trees
around the perineter to assess the condition and
t he danger. So there may be sone sel ective
| i mbing or renoval of trees, particularly if they
are di seased or dying.

MR. MERCIER Thank you. Staying with
the tree clearing diagram | understand you have
to get the underground cabl es over to the
Si msbury, North Sinsbury Substation, which is
al ong Dorset Crossing. However, | didn't see any

tree clearing associated with that. Is there an

20
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exi sting pathway or road through the forest that
you're going to utilize, or is there going to have
to be tree clearing to install that underground
cable to the substation?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): So there is --
In sone areas there is an existing pathway, but we
did include a statenent about the clearing that
would be required in the actual petition, the
clearing that would be required for the tenporary
tree clearing for the buried cable right-of-way.

MR. MERCI ER: What type of equi pnent do
you need to get in there? First of all, how w de
Is the pathway? Is it a small old road, |ike an
ol d wood road?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): |In sone areas
there's an existing road that woul d be w de
enough, and other areas there's a wal king path
that we're going to try to follow Not in all
areas. |In sone areas we would have to create a
pat hway. So I'mjust going to find the correct
reference for the width. W gave it an average
wi dt h.

MR MERCIER That's okay. If it's in
there, I'lIl try to find it again.

| guess the only question | had was
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ongoi ng, after the cable is installed, what type
of mai ntenance you have to do in there. Are you
just going to nmow it into a -- keep it nowed down
the Il ength of the cable run?

THE W TNESS (Mbberg): R ght. One of
the alternative routes, the southern route, is
actually under an existing gravel farmroad.

MR MERCIER Yes. | guess |I'mon the
northern route i s ny question.

THE W TNESS (Mbberg): The northern
route, it's currently an existing path. So to the
extent that we have that mninmal tree clearing, we
woul d now, yes, over that cable, typica
ri ght - of -way nai nt enance.

MR. MERCI ER:  Thank you.

THE W TNESS (Moberg): You're wel cone.

MR. MERCIER: Moving on to Question 22.
It has to do with the different types of racking
for the project. Now, it states basically drilled
concrete foundations would only be used if there's
| edge encountered. Based on your avail abl e data,
Is there any particular area of the project site
where there m ght be | edge?

THE W TNESS (Moberg): W haven't done

geot ech anal yses yet, so we don't actually have

22
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that kind of data, but based on the soil nmapping
and the soil test pits that we' ve conducted to
date, no | edge has been encountered. So we're not
really expecting it, but in the event that it's
encountered, we would drill for those piles.

MR. MERCIER  Ckay. When you install

the piles, | think you nentioned in one of the
Interrogatories a type of equipnent. |'mjust
trying to picture the equipnent. Does it | ook
like a drill rig, like a private well drill rig,

sonething like that?

THE W TNESS (Moberg): It's small. The
pi ece of equi pnent that we described -- you can
actually Google it -- and it's about the size of a
bobcat, or maybe a little bit bigger. It's

relatively small equi pnent.

MR MERCIER: Now, is it simlar, like
a hammering activity, is it repeated strikes onto
to Hpile to drive it to the desired depth?

THE W TNESS (Moberg): Yes.

MR MERCIER. And since it's a snal
bobcat, there's no like little defined access road
or sonething you m ght need along the sol ar roads,
or potential solar roads, to use this equi pnent,

It can go over uneven terrain?
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THE W TNESS (Moberg): Correct.

MR. MERCIER  Ckay. For a project this
Ssize, there's basically three main -- three |arge
fields. Do you anticipate having different drill
rigs at different areas at the sane tine? Wen
you build the project, are you going to start one
in the north end and work south, or are you going
to work all over the place?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): | don't think
that's been conpletely determ ned yet, but | think
t hat conceptually, you know, you would find a
|l ogical way to do it like that. At this point we
don't know whether we would try to do drilling at
nmore than one |location at a tinme. That's
sonet hi ng we woul d request flexibility on to
determ ne and subnmt final details with the final
design in the D&M pl an.

MR. MERCIER: Once the racks are
install ed and you affix the panels to them and now
you have the wiring, howis the wring run al ong
the panels? Is it below the panel edge down to a
common point at the end of a row, or does it go
directly down, say, on the Hfranme racks. How s
the wring affi xed?

THE WTNESS (Cote): Caude Cote. The
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panels are DC. So as a general statenent, the

|l ong rows that you see of the panels around the DC
side, they tend to anal gamate the cables all the
way down to the end of the row At the end of the
row you have a conbi ner box which conbi nes the DC,
brings it at that point fromunder the racks and
under the panels through the conbi ner box
underground to the reconbiner, which is downstream
at the next location, which is where the inverter

I S.

MR. MERCIER:  For the downstream
portions is the wire inside a concrete casing or
sonet hi ng underground, or is it a tube?

THE WTNESS (Cote): |It's generally a
conduit. It's not concrete bed.

MR MERCIER: So it's conduit directly
into the ground?

THE WTNESS (Cote): It's in the racks
to the end of the conbiner where fromthat point
forward it's underground in a conduit, which is
PVC or netal, depending on the design.

THE W TNESS (Kenney): Just a point of
clarification. For this project we're working
wth the construction. |n our thinking about

construction, we're unsure at this point whether

25
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we woul d have a conduit in the roads. That's
sonet hing that we, again, don't want to commt to
t oday because we feel that we'd like to preserve
as much as we can for future agricultural use, and
we think that being able to just pull the cable

ri ght now out could be beneficial towards that
future end use. So the determ nation as to

whet her or not this would be in a conduit is
unknown at this tinme in the access road, the
col I ecti on points.

MR. MERCIER: Ckay. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN: | have anot her
f ol | ow up.

MR. HANNON: As far as whether the wire
is in a conduit or not, isn't that going to be
left up to the building official?

THE W TNESS (Cote): It depends. |If
you use -- there are two types of wring schenes
that you can use. You can use a direct burial
cabl e, and you can use direct burial cable from
t he conbi ner box to the reconbiner. |If you use a
different type of cable, you have to use conduit.
It's between, you know, the design which you
choose, but it has to neet the National Electrical

Code. So it's NEC requirenents you have to do A

26
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or you have to do B. But either way you take it
fromthe point on a direct burial cable, or you
take it in a conduit.

MR. HANNON: So then it sounds |ike a
final decision has to be made as to the type of
wre that will be used on the project. |Is that
correct?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): W don't know
yet exactly which wire would be used. Just to
clarify, it may be the kind that's in the conduit,

or we nay go with the direct bury for that

portion.

MR. HANNON: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. MERCIER  When you're installing
the Hfranes -- we tal ked about the bobcat,
sim | ar equipnent -- what other equipnent will be

used? When you're installing the actual solar
arrays and the conduit, what type of vehicles
woul d be driving around the fields to install the
equi pnrent and associ ated gear, pickup trucks, dunp
trucks, what type of --

THE W TNESS (Kenney): Sure. So we
expect that the panels and the equi pnent woul d be
delivered to site on a |large truck, sonething |ike

an 18 wheel er woul d cone and drop the equi pnent




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

off to a staging area. Fromthere it would be
delivered on site on pickup trucks, |arger pickup
trucks that would bring it to specific |ocations,
and then the small er equi pnent would then install
t he actual equipnent. There's a lot of this
that's actually done by hand. So when the panels
are brought, they're actually lifted onto the
H-franes by hand and installed by hand. Sonme of
it's done with the bobcat type equi pnent.

MR. MERCIER: Now, in Response 25 that
had to do with the width of the post-construction
access road. And | believe | think you stated
here the Town of Sinsbury wanted a w der road, and
the petitioner stated 12 feet would suffice for
post-construction. What about during
construction, what's the width of the road you
m ght need for actual construction with this
equi pnment, 18 wheel ers and what ever?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): So the staging
area has not been determ ned, the final |ocation,
but it's likely to be in the area of Hoski ns Road
where we were today. So there wouldn't need to be
access across the site for a | arger piece of
equi pnent |i ke an 18 wheeler. So when we think

about construction access, we're thinking about,
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you know, the Ford F350, F250, kind of that size
truck that would be transiting the site.

So we would likely prepare tenporary
construction roads that would bring the equi pnent
t hrough the site. W haven't determ ned the final
need for the wdth of those roads, but we are
sensitive, especially to the residents in the
Litchfield Drive area, we're sensitive to over
w deni ng that road. That's an existing
agricultural road that we plan to use. |It's
currently used as an access point for agricultural
activities. That's an area where we're
particularly sensitive to the final size of the
road. So that's sonething that we woul d work
closely with the first responders to determ ne
what the final need is, and then we woul d work
wi th our construction contractor to try to not
make that road any w der than what the final road
needs to be.

MR. MERCIER  You say that. But is it
your belief that the current road around
Litchfield Drive into the north field area, is
that sufficient wwdth for this type of
constructi on?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): Currently the

29
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road is quite rutted out, so it would definitely
need to be enhanced and |ikely w dened. Sue can
probably speak to the current width and the needed
wi dt h.

THE W TNESS (Mbberg): It's actually
variable the current wwdth. | nean, | don't know,
sone people in the room have probably been down
that road, but it's variable. Oiginally our
design and the design that was filed with this
application calls for a 20-foot w de road, so we
woul d be doi ng sone nom nal w dening of that
exi sting road.

Since that tinme we've been going
t hrough this process, |ike Al een described, where
we are | ooking at trying to decrease the pernanent
future width of that road, and we feel that we can
do it. W haven't re-engaged in conversation wth
the first responders, the fire departnment, and
energency rescue yet, so we still need to do that,
but we think in a couple of locations if we have a
pul | -of f so vehicles can, you know, be traversing
in both directions, that that would for our
pur poses be sufficient. And so we think we can
actually decrease the wdth of the existing road

in sone places, and it would still be sufficient
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for the purposes of this project.

THE CHAIRVAN:. M. Silvestri has a
f ol | ow up.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you,

M. Chairman. | didn't quite understand the
answer to 25, so I'mgoing to ask it again, if you
will. It says, "A post-construction road w dth of
20 feet is not required. However, based on the
project team s conversations with first

responders, this width is preferred.”

And then if you go to the end of it, it
says, "The m ninumroad w dth for
post-construction use is approximately 12 feet.™

So it kind of went down fromthe
proposed, yeah, 20 is nice, to 12, but there's a
caveat there that says, "however this width is not
achievable in all areas due to safety and
accessibility concerns.™

Does that nean you'd want to make it
bi gger than 12?

THE W TNESS (Mbberg): | think those
are the areas | was referring to where there woul d
be a pull-out so that vehicles could -- you know,
If you've ever driven in Scotland, that's the way

they do it there. You're driving along, and

31




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

32

there's a pull-out so that the oncom ng vehicle
can go past. That's the type of thing where it
woul d be wi der than 12 feet.

MR. SILVESTRI: Wat | was | ooki ng at
is first responders generally have w de vehicl es.

THE W TNESS (Moberg): Right.

MR, SILVESTRI: And would a 12-f oot
road accommodate a w de vehicle, a fire truck, an
anmbul ance, that type of thing? | don't think it
woul d.

THE W TNESS (Moberg): Maybe, Paul, you
could answer this. But there's a software we use
call ed Aut oTURN t hat basically nodels vehi cl es,
different size vehicles traveling around a site.
If you think about |ike a shopping center or
sonet hi ng, you've got parking islands and
different size vehicles, whether it's a car or an
18 wheel er, and you can nodel the novenents of
t hose vehicles around a site and determ ne where
you need to have a wder road or a smaller island
in your parking lot. So we did actually go
t hrough that process nodeling the novenent of the
fire truck that the Town of Sinsbury currently
owns. And based on that analysis, it appears

feasible to nake the road 12 feet w de.
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MR SILVESTRI: And still fit a fire
truck?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): W still have to
consult with the first responders on any change
like that. So at this point our petition is for
the 20-foot road with a commtnent to work with
the first responders to try to cone to sone
accommodation of a smaller road, if feasible.

MR. S| LVESTRI : Thank you, M.

Chai r man.

MR. MERCIER: Now, going to response
34, this had to do wth the 7-foot tall fence
enclosing the project site in nost areas. Is it a
code requirenment to actually enclose a sol ar
field, or just enclose the electrical transforners
and inverters?

THE W TNESS (Cote): Under the National
El ectrical Code basically you have two opti ons.
When you have energi zed el ectrical conductors
associated with the generation of power, you need
toisolate it with security and fencing. The
fencing you have, basically it's a little
anbi guous in the code, but basically it conmes down
to two options. You can put in a 6-foot fence

wth a barbed wire one-foot rack back, or you can
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put in a 7-foot chain link type fence. The
perineter of the generating facility has to be

i sol ated from pedestrian traffic, you know,
trespassers, people who may come in and stuff to,
i n essence, isolate your power generation. So
that's what you come down to.

The choice was nmade in this particular
case that rather than do the barbed wre option on
the 6-footer, that there would be a 7-foot fence
which is chain link which is, in essence, code
driven.

MR MERCIER | saw in the plans sone
| ocati on you may have a, | think, a 10-foot vinyl
fence. |Is that al so code conpliant?

THE W TNESS (Cote): M
understanding -- let ne shift this off to the left
here. M understanding is, is that sonme of the
vinyl fences and sone of the other fences are
aesthetically driven. Fromthe core power
generation side, you have a chain link type fence
of the type that | described. Exterior to that
for aesthetic purposes, or nei ghborhood purposes,
you nay have additional buffer screening or other
fences which are not associated with that but are

exterior to that for aesthetic val ues.
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MR. MERCIER Ckay. | didn't

understand that. So you essentially wll have two

fences in certain |locations for aesthetic

pur poses?

THE W TNESS (Cote): Correct.

MR. MERCI ER  Ckay.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Fol l owup from M.
Lynch.

MR. LYNCH This is nore or |ess
hearsay. |I'mnot a hunter. But M. Hannon and |

were on a field review a coupl e nont hs back, and
we were told fromthe individuals doing the field
review for a solar facility that deer can junp a
7-foot fence. And ny question really is, do you
have any clarification for that?

THE W TNESS (Cote): 1'll ask Sue to
answer this question but, in essence, when the

site is postulating is that there are pat hways

t hr ough bet ween di sconti nuous portions of the site

that allow for, in essence, a pathway through for
travel for animals. Whether a deer can or can't
junp a 7-foot fence is beyond ny personal
know edge, to be candi d.

MR. LYNCH. That was just to inquire,

you know, |like foll owup, because we had heard it
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bef ore. Thank you.

THE W TNESS (Moberg): Sorry. So
t hi nk Cl aude was sayi ng that we can nake
provisions for trapped wildlife to get out of the
fenced area. | think the purpose of the fence is
to keep unaut hori zed people fromentering the
facility. |If a deer inadvertently junps the
fence, or purposefully junps the fence, sone
facilities do have ranps or other types of
structures on the inside of that security fence
that allows the wildlife to walk up the ranp and
junmp back to the outside. They have to want to do
it, obviously, but we could do that here. | don't
think that we had thought that far into it.

MR. MERCIER Staying with the 7-foot
fence, is it being designed so there's a 6-inch
gap for snall aninals between the ground surface
and | ower fence edge?

THE WTNESS (Cote): GCenerally a
security fence goes basically to the ground. It
may have a snmall cl earance, but you're not going
to find a whole | ot of clearance underneat h,
because it defeats the purpose of a security
f ence.

MR. MERCIER | was wondering if that
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was part of the code, you have to bring it al nost
to the ground, just because other projects | have
done in the past they sonetines have a wildlife
gap, they call it, an area underneath, like 6
i nches, so sonething can get under.

THE WTNESS (Cote): |If you |ook at the
NEC -- | don't have the section in front of ne --
basically it calls for a barrier fence for
security purposes. It has no anticipation of
cutouts or small wildlife travel. |It's for
pur poses of site security, in essence, to prevent
transport of trespassers into the facility or
anything simlar to that. So anything that woul d
deviate fromthe security purpose isn't
contenplated in the code, to be candid wth you.

MR. MERCIER: Ckay. Thank you. Just
out of curiosity, is Deepwater aware of any
projects, naybe simlar construction, where you
have exterior wres along the racks, of any
animal s chewi ng on wires, you know, destroying
equi pnent, things of that nature?

THE W TNESS (Cote): Chew ng on the
W res?

MR. MERCIER  Yes. Have you heard

anyt hing from other solar providers --
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THE WTNESS (Cote): | have been
i nvolved in many solar facilities, as well as w nd
facilities, and you tend, because they're in
relatively isolated areas, rural areas, you tend
not to have animals or aninal infiltration into
the metal or whatever. | nean, there's vegetative
matter everywhere, so chewi ng on or digging wres
or whatever is not generally a problemthat you
have. The problens that you have with your wire
configurations would be erosion, or plows in the
Wi ntertine, or sone type of nechani cal
infiltration.

MR. MERCI ER.  Thank you.

THE CHAIRVAN:.  If | were a wtness,
which I amnot, | mght testify to an exanpl e of
an ani mal getting on a roof and chew ng w res and
W ping out a solar facility, but I'mnot a
W t ness.

MR MERCIER |1'mgoing to proceed to
Question 44 and actually |look at Petition Exhibit
C. There is project site plans in there. Just in
general on these plans | saw obviously a 100-f oot
wet | and buffer, and then | saw another buffer. It
said 200-foot wetland buffer. So |I wasn't sure of

the significance of the 200-foot wetland buffer.
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THE W TNESS (Moberg): Yeah. So our
understanding is that the Town of Sinmsbury Inland
Wet | ands Conmi ssion regul ates an area i n excess of
100 feet, which is typical across the state. And
t he ordi nance references in areas of steep slopes
there is an additional buffer added, and also in
areas of erodible soils, and that those areas are
depicted on a nap that you can go view at the
t own.

For the purposes of devel opi ng our
earliest concept, we used 100 feet. And then when
this new information cane to |ight, we added the
200-foot line on because that, based on our
Interpretation of the ordi nance, was the greatest
buf fer that the Conservati on Conmi ssion woul d
regulate if they were regulating this project. So
t hat enabled us to take a | ook at what kind of
activity we were having within that area.

MR. MERCI ER.  Thank you for that.

I*"mgoing to turn to page 5.2, C5. 2.
| guess it actually was part of ny Question 44.

On page C-5.2, there's a sedinent trap shown on
t he northeast corner kind of at the base of an
area of grading. There's a square area called

sedi nent trap.
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| guess ny question is, what cones
first here, is it the grading, or is it the
sedinment trap? | don't really understand how you
could do both. So if soneone coul d explain how
t hat woul d be constructed, and how it's phased to
control bare soils there?

THE WTNESS (Vitaliano): The sedi nent
trap obviously is sonething you would want to
establish first, but kind of in conjunction with
t he grading that you' re going to do. Qbviously
you want to mnimze the anount of exposed area so
that the trap is established and ready to receive
the runoff. So |I guess the safe answer is to say
they're in conjunction, but realistically what you
want to do is try to establish the trap as soon as
you can. | understand that that particular --
this particular one that you pointed out is in an
area of grading that nakes it hard or difficult to
do that. So | would just say that we would
probably |l ook at that in nore detail to determ ne
how to install that.

THE W TNESS ( Mbberg): Another thing
that you m ght want to consider and that we w ||
definitely be considering is that during

construction you may install an initial sedinent
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trap to trap sedinment that could be disturbed
during tree clearing activities, and then you
m ght conduct your rating and then cone back and
bui |l d another sedinent trap. So it's not kind of
athis is what we're doing, and this is all we're
ever going to do. And so you have this chicken
and the egg kind of situation. So there could be
Iterations of construction of sedinent traps or
ot her erosion control facilities, and that would
be part of the function of the inspectors on the
site to nake sure that the erosion controls are
mai nt ai ned or augnented, as necessary, during
construction to allow or retain sedi nent on the
Site.

THE CHAI RMVAN:  We have fol | ow up.
First M. Hannon, and then M. Harder.

MR. HANNON: My questi on goes back a
couple of pages to map C-5.2, the sane type of
I ssue. You' ve got sone significant grading, and
yet you've got a tenporary sedi nent basin that is
built into the hill. There's about naybe a
12-foot elevation difference. | don't understand
how you' re proposing to put that in.

THE W TNESS (Moberg): | think that's

t he sane plan sheet that Bob was just referring
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to.

MR, HANNON: He was at 5. 4.

THE W TNESS (Moberg): ©Ch, okay.

MR. MERCIER: 5.4 was al so anot her one
| mar ked.

THE W TNESS (Moberg): Ckay.

MR. MERCIER  But this question
pertains to both.

MR. HANNON: Al so part of ny concern on
this is that the area that you're tal ki ng about is
26.1 acres. So that's getting well above the 5
acres that Deep is looking at as far as the
stormnat er general permt, things of that nature.
So in addition to having this to ne what | ooks
| i ke sort of an unruly tenporary sedi nent basin,
you're al so not addressing the bal ance of the site
or raising again with roughly the 5 acre el enent.
So that's part of what ny question is in this
ar ea.

THE WTNESS (Vitaliano): | think, as
Sue nentioned, that's sonething that the trap
woul d probably be -- there will be internedi ate
traps leading to that final location. Keep in
mnd that 26 acres is a contributing area, not

necessarily the exposed area. So it's really the
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drai nage area that goes to that spot. It doesn't
nmean that that 26 acres woul d be exposed at one
tine to drain to that spot, but we do acknow edge
t hat as we devel op the plan that areas such as
that will have to be | ooked at to devel op probably
nore i nternedi ate phases in different |ocations
for traps and basi ns.

MR. HANNON: | was just trying to nake
sure that that ends up getting | ooked at because
there are a nunber of spots that exceed the 5
acres. Thank you.

MR. HARDER Regardi ng sedi nent traps
and basins, could you explain how you
differentiate trap from basin, and how you deci de
to use one versus the other? 1Is it just sinply
the size of the drainage area?

THE W TNESS (Moberg): Let ne defer
that to Paul .

THE WTNESS (Vitaliano): Yes, the trap
Is neant for an area of one acre or |ess.

MR. HARDER: Excuse ne. |s the
structure or the systembasically the same, ones
just a larger version of the other?

THE WTNESS (Vitaliano): It's alittle

nore -- so the trap is based on -- the size is




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

based on the volune, the area that goes to it.

The sedinent basin is a little nore detail ed
because it has a design discharge to it, so it's
for a larger area. | believe we did explain -- we
did explain that where the sedinment traps are for
1 to 5 acres, and greater than 5 acres are the
basin. So the 1 to 5 acres is based -- a trap of
5 acres is going to be larger than a trap that's
received one acre of land. It's a certain volunme
per area contributing toit. And it really is a
collection point for that flow The sedi nment
basin is a nuch nore detail ed desi gn because it is
| arger so it has a stage release fromit, so
you're actually designing an outlet to it as well.
So it's nmeant to be for |arger areas.

MR, HARDER: Ckay. In Exhibit L, |
guess, in the stormnvater pollution prevention plan
there was a comment that additional basins may be
needed dependi ng on phasing. And I'm wondering at
what point would the determ nati on be nade t hat
addi ti onal basins -- | guess what point in the
sequence of activity would that decision be made?
l'"massumng it would be made early in the
process, not after a problem occurs?

THE W TNESS (Moberg): W woul d expect
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to put a lot nore thought into this during the
devel opnent and nmanagenent plan phase of this
process. | think that for these plans we were
trying to represent where sedi nent traps would

li kely be, but the phasing is clearly sonething
that is inportant, and we need a nuch nore
detail ed approach to that. So we fully anticipate
doing that for the devel opnent and nanagenent

plan. So definitely prior to the comencenent of
construction.

THE WTNESS (Vitaliano): And also if |
could add to that? W are going to submt for a
Connecticut -- for a general permt wth the DEP
because of the |evel of disturbance so that would
have to be -- to your comment about obvi ously do
this prior to an issue, yes, we'd have to
obviously design that prior to submtting it for a
permt as well.

MR. HARDER: The | ast question | have
on this issue is -- I"'mnot sure where this
comment was, but sonewhere you nmade the comrent
t hat tenporary sed basins and traps woul d be
renoved once the tributary areas are stabilized.
And | guess |'m wondering what your definition of

stabilized is. |I'mwondering, | guess, one
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question is, how do you renove thenf? Are you just
t al ki ng about maybe not maintaining then? And if
that's the case, why? What's the harmin | eaving
themthere? | think we've probably all seen sites
where there's nice grass growi ng and you get a
stormand it washes a | ot of the soil and grass
and what ever because the flowis just too nuch and
you woul d need sonething to collect the sedinent.
So |I' mwondering why you would -- sone of these

| ook like they'd be in areas where there would be
no harmin | eaving them and |I'm wondering why

t hey woul d propose to renove them whatever that
means?

THE WTNESS (Vitaliano): The intent is
to renove them Basically once the site is
stabilized with ground cover, we woul dn't
antici pate having that need to collect. W
woul dn't have sedi nent transport, so we woul dn't
see the need to basically have a basin to coll ect
that. These areas, a lot of these areas such as
t he one that we were just tal king about, are areas
that will be used with panels. There wll be
panels in those locations in sone of these. So it
really is a matter of once we establish that

vegetation, we don't feel that there will be the
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threat of sedinent transport to these basins and
traps.

MR. HARDER: Gkay. Thank you.

MR. MERCIER: For the final ground
cover in the solar field area, what is that n x,
is it |lownow mxXx, or grass?

THE W TNESS (Peterson): Yeah, we're
actually still looking at that. The soils vary
across the site, nmuch of the | and bei ng droughty,
and we'd be looking at a m x that would be
suitable for soils that are droughty, a | ow now
mX Oor a native grass, a warm season grass mx in
those areas potentially. W're also |ooking at
cool season grasses. There are other soils that
are well drained, but not as droughty where a m x
of cool season grasses and clover may be suitabl e,
but certainly we don't want to introduce grasses
that wll need frequent mai ntenance or | arge
I nputs of nutrients.

MR. MERCIER  Ckay. Because | did see
t hat you were hoping to now this once a year, the
solar field, once the grass is established. 1Is
that right?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): | woul d say

we're not hoping to nowit. |1'd say at |east once
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ayear. It wll be nowed nore, if necessary.

MR. MERCIER  Ckay. Because when |
| ook at the | ownmow grass, | think of | ow growth
grass. So nothing is really going to establish if
it's really poor soils or -- how confident are you
the root mass is going to establish after you
install the solar panels and then throw the seed
down? And how nuch is it going to take before
there's sone good absorption to prevent runoff off
the site | guess is ny question?

THE W TNESS (Mbberg): So the site wll
be hydroseeded. So hydroseedi ng i ncludes a
m xture of seed m x and chopped fi ber, sonetines
green die also. That's why it | ooks green.
Ri ght? But that chopped fiber includes tackifier,
and that causes it all to sort of stick together
to the ground. And so the seed m xture, any seed
m xture you would use to establish a grass cover
on any construction site, would include quickly
germ nating species |like annual rye. | nean,

that's pretty nuch the nost common seed that's

used on construction sites to get cover going. It
wll even germnate in the winter, if it's not too
cold. If you get a sunny day and the ground is

not frozen, you can still get annual rye to sprout
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in the winter. W're not counting on that, but it
coul d happen. W' re expecting that we'll be
followng the tine of year restrictions associ ated
wth the stormnater general pernmit. But the seed
m xture would include, like | said, probably
annual rye, and then what ever other species that
we ultimately want to have growi ng on the site.

Does that answer your question?

MR MERClI ER: | assune so. | guess --
yes.

THE W TNESS (Moberg): Ckay.

MR. MERCI ER: For areas under the
panel s, how are you going to get grass to grow if
there's not enough sunlight throughout the day to
cause it -- there are areas that grow nore quickly
t han underneath the panels. So what can be done
about that situation?

THE W TNESS (Moberg): | think one of
our interrogatory responses indicated that we were
expecting to seed this site before installing the
project. So, in essence, if you go out there
now -- we were out there today -- there's an awf ul
| ot of disturbed soil on the site right now and,
you know, perhaps there wll be another crop

pl anted this year, but maybe not. And that's sort
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of the general condition of this site as it occurs
presently. So for us it's in our best advant age
to get a pernmanent or nearly pernmanent cover crop
on that site as soon as possible so that we're
not, you know, mred down in the nud when we're
trying to build this thing.

And so, you know, we expect that the

seed mx wll include a variety of seeds that, you
know, sonme will conpete better in shady |ocations,
and others will conpete better in sunny |ocations.

So, you know, and realistically it's not going to
be |ike the dark side of the nopon under those
panels. There will be incidental light that wll
make it to the ground fromboth the north and the
south sides. So sure, it's not going to be
brilliant sunlight hitting the ground in all
areas. But any gardener knows, the bane of the
gardener's existence is dry shade. W'II|l have
sone of that. But there's a lot of seed m xes and
other plants that are, you know, they naturally
sel ect for those conditions.

MR. MERCIER: Ckay. You had j ust
menti oned you m ght plant before heavy
construction. But was it really a concern of

vehicles driving on it and rutting the soil and

50




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

killing the grass in certain areas and causi ng
channeli zation? Could that be a probl enf

THE W TNESS (Mbberg): It's definitely
a possibility, you know, and it would be equally
possi bl e that those ruts would occur if we didn't
seed ahead of tine. So we feel |ike, you know,
It's the best insurance for us to stabilize the
site before we start. And if we need to touch it
up afterwards or broadcast a whol e new seed
application over the whole site, that's what we
need to do, and that's what w || happen.

MR. MERCI ER.  Thank you. oing back to
sheet 5.2, we tal ked about the sedinent trap and
that weird grading area. | was | ooking back at
the plan 3.2, and it essentially shows rows of
panel s on that graded area, even where the trap
is. So | guess ny question is, after you
hydroseed and try to get sone grass established,
now you have rows of panels running east-west and
the drainage area going a little bit to the
nort h-east, so when it rains are you concer ned
about | arge anmounts of water coming off that drip
edge and then falling along the drip edge and then
falling downhill into the brook? | nean, | don't

see any post-construction control for that area.
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So woul d a post-construction basin of sone sort be
beneficial or be required or --

THE WTNESS (Vitaliano): W have a
vegetative strip on the other side of the wall.
It's sonmething we'll look at in nore detail, but
the intent was that at that point, as | nentioned,
when we're nore stabilized that area that
potentially could have sedi nent gets snualler and
smal l er as we work our way closer to the road, and
then there's a vegetative strip on the other side
of the road to stop pollutants before they get to
t he wet| ands.

MR MERCIER Al right. So the runoff
would -- there's nmany roads there, but goi ng down
t hat down slope | was just tal king about, the
runof f coul d channelize and hit the road. And so
the road acts as a barrier, is that what you
stated, thinking of, you know, a heavy rainstornf

THE WTNESS (Vitaliano): Yeah. Wat
we tried to do is not have points of concentration
with the grading as it approaches the road. So we
tried to spread out the contours so that the road
itself does act nore as a | evel spreader. And
then al so there is the wooded area between the

road and the wetland that would trap pollutants as
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well. And also with the road, the road w ||
provi de sone sedi nent collection because it's
st one.

MR MERCIER |'mjust |ooking at the
contours. It just looks like -- it's kind of like
a circle, everything is being concentrated ri ght
Into one spot, and then it's going to discharge.

THE WTNESS (Vitaliano): Yeah, | think
the scale -- I'msorry.

MR. MERCIER: That was ny only concern,
whet her that was exam ned in detail.

THE WTNESS (Vitaliano): Right.

You're correct. And that is an area that we
focused on. W noticed that as well, obviously.
It'"s really the scale of the plan is alittle
deceiving. That area basically where that 242
contour is, is about 50 feet wwde. So it isn't
concentrating to a 10-foot w de swal e or anything
like that. It's still a 50-foot w de di spersion
ar ea.

THE W TNESS (Mbberg): | think one of
the things that Paul and | discussed and struggl ed
wth early on when we were devel oping this grading
was to actually broaden out areas of existing

channeli zation where the fields are directing
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runoff to |like, you know, currently there's 26 or
nore acres all draining to one point. And we
actually took this opportunity to spread that out
over a larger area to try to avoid concentrating
the runoff to one design point. Because it is a
| arge area, and that was i medi ately a concern of
m ne, you know, where we're disturbing this area,
the brook is right there 100 or so feet away, and
we wanted to nake sure that we were not creating
a, you know, challenging situation to manage
either during construction or after construction.

THE CHAIRVMAN:. M. Harder has a
f ol | ow up.

MR. HARDER. Following up on this --
maybe you don't know the answer to this now, but
you' d have to get back to us -- do you know how

much power generation you would lose if we said

that you had to keep all the sedi nent basins? And

| don't know. | guess | don't want to say that |
could sit here and say absolutely all of them
shoul d be retained, but on the other hand, going
to the other extrene and saying you're going to
elimnate all of themjust doesn't nmke sense to
nme. And so | guess obviously | assunme that woul d

be the prinmary issue for you fol ks would be
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what ever | oss of power generation you'd realize.
And so |I' mwondering how much that woul d be?

THE W TNESS (Moberg): | think we don't
know how much we would |l ose if we kept those
basi ns and we were sure that it precluded the use
of that area for any kind of detention. So I
guess can we take that as |li ke a data request or
sonet hi ng and get back to you with sone nore
i nformation on that?

MR. HARDER: Sure. Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN:  And anot her foll ow up.
M . Hannon.

MR. HANNON: Thank you. Just to follow
up on what was being discussed a little earlier
about the grasses and things of that nature. One
of the things that you state in the application
under project benefits is naintain soil fertility
by i ncludi ng species such as alfalfa and white
clover that will fix atnospheric nitrogen and
hel p, but yet | haven't heard anybody tal k about
any of that stuff. You' re tal king about just
usi ng grass. And so can you pl ease provide a
little nore detail on that? Because | think
that's one of the issues that surrounds this

pr oj ect.
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THE W TNESS (Peterson): Yeah. W
menti oned | egunes and cl over and, you know,
there's many native species, as well as cultivated
species, that fix nitrogen. Some of the native
ones for dry sites would be white sweet clover,
Melilotus. That wasn't listed in the response,
but that woul d be sonething that would be within a
native dry seed mx. |In those areas where the
soils have -- they're well drained and have an
adequat e noi sture hol di ng capacity, species |ike
red and white clover could be planted, along with
t he grasses.

You know, the nitrogen fixing there
hel ps support the grass growth conpared to an
agriculture systemthat's tilled where the
nutrients are taken off the site with each
harvest. G asslands very tightly cycle nutrients,
and the rooting depths are considerably greater
W th sone native grasses, and that's why they're
nore suitable for the dryer sites. You know, the
cover and the richness of sone of the cool season
grasses provides a qui cker cover on sonme of the
nore fertile sites.

We still need to -- we've done sone

initial soil testing and to | ook at anendnments for
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getting these areas started, but surely we |look to
use a species that wll fix nitrogen to mnim ze
any need for inputs in the future.

MR, HANNON: Okay. Thank you.

MR. MERCIER: A quick question on
Exhibit L. That was the stormmater anal ysis. |
just want to confirmthat you used a, for the
nodel i ng, a 24-hour rain event, |like a two-year, a
five-year -- excuse ne, 2, 10, 25 and 100-year
rain events over a 24-hour period. |Is that
correct?

THE WTNESS (Vitaliano): | was hoping

to find nore specific data type, but yes, that is

standard, and that is what we did. | was hoping
to point it out in the table. |If you give ne a
nmonent, | can. But yes --

MR. MERCIER: That's okay. | just want

to know was there any other type of nodeling done
for Iike short duration, high rainfall events
where you get nore than an inch an hour?

THE W TNESS (Vitaliano): No.

MR MERCIER |Is that not typically
done?

THE WTNESS (Vitaliano): |'ve never

been asked to do that before. | can say that.
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MR MERCIER Now, is this analysis,
this suitable for the Deep's general permt
requi rement s?

THE WTNESS (Vitaliano): W believe
is. It would need to be supplenented with sone
ot her informati on.

MR MERCIER R ght. | guess |l
rephrase that. Just stating the 24-hour rain
events, is that what they usually use to design

stormnat er features?

S

it

THE WTNESS (Vitaliano): Yes, it is.

MR. MERCIER  Ckay. Thank you.
THE CHAI RVAN: M. Silvestri has a

f ol | ow up.

MR, SILVESTRI: Just a followup to the

24-hour thing. W've seen very recently in
Connecticut and Northern Connecti cut and Sout he
Massachusetts, you know, four to five inches of
rain in a very, very short period of tine. And
concern is that these events happen nore
frequently now than just, oh, it's a one
occurrence. So |I'm |l ooking at the nodeling,
again, that was done, and it's only based on 24
| don't think it goes far enough because of the

del uge events that we have been getting. So I

rn

ny

"d
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li ke to see that considered both for construction
and operation of the project, should it be
approved, that we really | ook at deluge and see
what type of inpact because we have so nmuch
acreage that's there.

The related question | have on that is
when you |l ook at the Exhibit O and it's page 16
that |"'mreferencing in specific, it says, "For
storns that end on a weekend, holiday or other
time after normal working hours, an inspection is
required within 24 hours only for storns that
equal or exceed 0.5 inches.” And that's a quote
ri ght out of page 16.

So ny concern is that in a deluge event
t hat occurs during a weekend precipitation event,
t he inspection will not happen according to that
statenent for perhaps 24 hours later, and a | ot of
damage coul d occur without sufficiently tined
I nspections and response. So |I'd |ike you to
consider that as well as the deluge issues as to
when you really need to go out and inspect these
to nake sure we don't have any i ssues.

THE W TNESS (Moberg): If | could just
give a partial response to that at this tine?

When we're conducting inspections, Jeff and I, and
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Paul , we actually have multiple sites we're

noni toring on an ongoing basis, and it's custonary
for us to be watching the weather for a couple of
reasons. One, we want to make sure that the sites
are prepared in advance of a deluge |like we've
been experiencing. So the best defense is a good
offense. R ght? And then | guess the other side
of that is nore nercenary from our perspective.

If we have to go out twice in one week, it's nore
resources, and it may not actually be consistent
with the budget for these projects, not this one,
for instance, but other tines it's --

So we try to plan ahead and al so make
sure that the sites are, you know, that there is
adequat e neasures in place. W have a standard
operati ng procedure that we use where we never
wait until the end of the week to do an
I nspection. It's always on Monday, Tuesday or
Wednesday so that the contractor then has an
opportunity to nake corrective actions before the
weekend so you're not sort of scranbling around as
an afterthought trying to be prepared. So but we
will certainly |Iook at nodeling those events that
you asked for.

MR SI LVESTRI : There's an ol d
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commercial that's out there dealing with
autonotive oil filters. And the way the
commercial goes is, you can pay ne now, oOr you can
pay ne later. And again, getting back to your
comrent on the budget, if you do sonething
proactively, you can stay on top of it, it's
probably much | ess expensive than if sonething
happens and you've got to go and repair the
damage.

THE W TNESS (Moberg): Absolutely.

MR. S| LVESTRI : Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

THE CHAIRVAN: | think M. Hannon al so
had a foll ow up.

MR. HANNON: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

In dealing with the hydrol ogic
anal ysis, you tal k about the pre and
post - devel opnent hydrol ogi ¢ nodel s i ndi cate that
t he peak runoff rates fromthe site will be
reduced at all design points. M take from what
|'ve seen is many people don't particularly care
about when the peak flow hits. | understand the
nunbers are | ower. But have you done the
cal cul ations to determ ne how nuch water is com ng

off the site, and whether or not there wll be
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nore water in total comng off the site?

THE WTNESS (Vitaliano): That vol une
calc -- basically there's two things you | ook at.
One is peak rate runoff, which you' re correct,
that's what nobst people focus on, and not everyone
asks about the volune. That volune is in our
data. It's not sonething that was summari zed in
the body of the report because it's not a common
question. It's a good one, but it's not a common
one, so it wasn't in the report. That data is
there. | would need sone tinme to go through that
to | ook through those nunbers and provide an
answer to that.

MR. HANNON: That woul d be appreci at ed
because that's nore of the neighbors' question --

THE W TNESS (Vitaliano): Sure.

MR. HANNON: -- in all honesty. Thank
you.

MR. MERCIER  Just to follow up on M.
Silvestri's coorment. |Is it unconmmon even to go

out during a high intensity stormand actually
during the storm| ook at the runoff erosion
controls during construction? And do you think
t hat woul d be beneficial so if there's a breach

right then and there during a two, three,
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four-inch thunderstorm soneone could actually do
sonet hi ng?

THE W TNESS (Mberg): | think if you
had resources available to try to nake a
difference, then yes it would be worthwhile. If
an i nspector was going out and inspecting, they
woul d see what was happeni ng, but they nay be
I nadequately prepared to affect a change.

So | think what Aileen just asked ne
was, you know, why can't we nake them go out on
t he weekend. And we can. That's in our ability
torequire that of the contractor providing the
stormnater inspection services to go out during
t he storm

MR MERCIER: |Is there anybody el se on
site during construction that's qualified to | ook
at the stormmater controls, or is it just the
I nspector --

THE COURT REPORTER: On site during?

MR. MERCI ER: Construction activities.
s there anybody qualified to actually inspect the
controls, or is that only your task?

THE W TNESS (Moberg): No, we woul d
anticipate -- and | think this was in one of our

I nterrogatory responses -- we would anticipate
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that there would be a nunber of individuals that
woul d be trained to performinspections. So one
of the things that we expect to do as part of our
contractor training is to provide conpliance
training to the contractors and all the personnel,
letting them know what all of the concerns are,
all of our permt conditions, all of our
mtigation commtnents, and sone training about
how t o observe whet her erosion controls are
functioning effectively or if they need to be
repaired. So that kind of inspection could happen
on a daily basis at the npst basic level wth the
constructi on workers.

The construction contractor can al so
have an i ndividual whose job it is to inspect
frequently. It's been our experience, or ny
experi ence on other sites, that that is sonetines
a conflict of interest. So we would expect that
the contractor would hire an i ndependent i nspector
to performthose inspections and that the owner,
Deepwat er, woul d have their own representative
t hat woul d oversee the third-party inspector or
t he contractor's i ndependently hired consultant
I nspector. So there would be, | think,

opportunities at a nunber of |evels to be
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perform ng i nspections, but at a mninumthere
woul d be specifically trained professionals who
routinely do this kind of inspection overseeing
t he big picture.

THE CHAIRVAN:. M. Silvestri.

MR SILVESTRI: | want to go back to
your choi ce of words.

THE W TNESS (Moberg): Ckay.

MR, SILVESTRI: When you said that you

woul d expect that the contractor would do X, Y and

Z, would you nandate that the contractor do X, Y
and Z7?

THE W TNESS (Moberg): Yes.

THE W TNESS (Kenney): Deepwater woul d
require as a stipulation of the construction
procurenent that there be a third-party inspector
hired to oversee stormnater. And we woul d nake a
determnation -- it hasn't been nmade yet --
whet her we woul d hire that person directly, or we
woul d all ow the contractor to hire it and they
woul d report to us.

MR SILVESTRI: But it would be done?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): Yes.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you.

MR. MERCIER  Just out of curiosity, is
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there Saturday work on this project, is that
antici pated, Saturday or Sunday for that natter?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): | think it
hasn't been determ ned yet whether or not there
woul d be work on the weekends on this project.

MR MERCIER I'mgoing to flip to
Petition Exhibit D. Towards the mddle there's
several slides that show nodifications to the
proj ect based on area nei ghborhood concerns. So |
just had a coupl e of questions on these panels.
"Il call them panels.

For the first one it says Hoski ns Road
original proposal, and then you flip the page and
It shows the key changes. Looking at the key
changes, | see you noved it away fromthe road.
What was the reason for the shift away fromthe
road? What was the specific concern?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): So we heard from
residents at the neeting that they would |i ke us
to maintain sone of the visibility for the
exi sting | andscape. Wen they drive down County
and Hoskins Road, the view, that they'd like to
see sone of the existing field. And with that
change we were also able to keep sone of the

wooded area. So we were able to nove the panels,
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t he project back, which helped with the
visibility, and it also allowed us to keep wooded
ar ea.

The ot her key change we nmade there was
on the northern side we noved the project limts
north, which allowed us to keep both of the
exi sting barns that are al ong Hoski ns Road.

MR. MERCIER | guess | ooking at the
panels, there's a house surrounded by sone
agricultural fields and your panels are on the
east and south sides. |Is that 85 Hoskins? Does
anybody know t hat address offhand?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): | believe it is,
yes.

MR. MERCIER: Ckay. |Is there any
opportunity to nove the panels south of the house
back over to where the road is? | nean, is that
sonet hi ng you woul d consider if it hel ped any
concerns with 85 Hoskins? You know, because
basically there's panels on two sides of that
house, and so perhaps it's beneficial to get away
fromthis property and put it back towards the
r oad.

THE W TNESS (Kenney): W can review
t hat .
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MR. MERCIER Al so, |ooking at these

changes, | notice where it says key changes to the

second panel, where it says County Road, there's a

new access conming in near an abutting property.

Is there any reason why that was placed right at
t hat | ocation?
THE W TNESS (Kenney): That's
actually -- there's an existing access point there

that's currently used as an agricultural access

poi nt. That would be the sane access point.

W'

did, after discussions with the | andowners, in the

actual petition we have shifted the constructi
access point to in between the two barns, and
we woul d just use that existing access point
duri ng operations.

MR MERCIER: | was just trying to

on

t hen

figure out on all these various maps whi ch ones we

use for construction. So you just clarified that

for ne. So between the two barns for this

particul ar area going northward, they'll use the

exi sting access there, kind of where we net today

at the field review?
THE W TNESS ( Kenney): Correct.
MR. MERCI ER:  For construction.
THE W TNESS (Kenney): Yeah. And

can
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actually give a better reference to a figure that
shows that for the record. |In the project |ayout

map, which is in Exhibit B --

MR, MERCI ER: Yes, | have it.
THE W TNESS (Kenney): -- in that
you'll see that there is a proposed road that is

| ocated where the blue dots are, which are the
potential cable route.

MR MERCI ER  Yes.

THE W TNESS (Kenney): That road there
woul d be used for construction purposes. The
exi sting agricultural access point to the
nort hwest woul d not be used during construction.

It would only be used during operation.

MR. MERCI ER:  Thank you very much.

Now, for the proposed | ayout here on
the south field -- that's the field we just talked
about, 85 Hoskins -- the proposed | ayout, what
type of fencing or |landscaping is there with
people driving by? | understand you noved it back
50 feet or so. Was there anything proposed so
people driving by -- are they going to see panel s?
Are they going to see a fence?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): So we woul d

refer to the visibility exhibit. And I'mgoing to
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turn it over to Gordon Perkins to wal k us through
what we've proposed there. But that exhibit is
Exhi bit G where there is a rendering and sone
di scussi on about that.

THE W TNESS (Perkins): Can you repeat
t he exact | ocation again, please?

MR. MERCIER  Ckay. Thank you. | see
It actually. Thank you for pointing that out.

So, looking at this, | guess all I'm
asking is, you know, people are going to see a
fence and sonme bushes, but why not just nove it
closer to the road and try to renove sone of the
panel s behind that person's hone.

| guess I'Il flip on through Exhibit D
now. There's Berkshire Way, key changes. | don't
really have any questions on that.

The next one, it's called Litchfield
Drive, original proposal, and key changes. | have
a couple of questions on that. |1'mlooking at the
key changes, and |' m | ooking at the County Road
access, and it kind of shows a diagonal |ine going
up through sone woods. |Is that the proper
al i gnnent of the construction access?

THE W TNESS (Moberg): So | think the

pur pose of this inage that we showed at the public
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nmeeting in June was to, | think, illustrate that
construction traffic would be split between two
access points. So there had been a | ot of
concerns raised by abutters early on that all of

t he construction traffic to the north field would
go up the existing path al ong Miunni sunk Brook. So
we wanted to try to nmake peopl e understand that
there would be a split.

MR. MERCIER: | understand. |[|'mjust
asking, is this depiction correct?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): | would say that
that depiction is illustrative, and the figure in
the project layout is the nore accurate depiction
of where the actual road woul d be.

MR. MERCIER: Ckay. So on Litchfield
Drive it kind of runs behind, | don't know,
about --

THE W TNESS (Kenney): Correct.

MR. MERCIER: -- ten houses or so?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): Correct.

MR MERCIER. Now, is there any problem
with just using the Hoskins Road entrance to
access the entire site for construction?

THE W TNESS (Moberg): It focuses a | ot

of traffic on the wetland crossing that is between
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the sort of central parcels and that | arger
northern parcel. And it basically just pushes the
construction traffic from one nei ghborhood to a

di fferent nei ghbor hood.

THE W TNESS (Kenney): The existing
access point behind Litchfield Drive is an
existing agricultural road that is used on a daily
basi s.

MR, MERCIER: | understand that. |'m
just asking whether for this project can you just
use the Hoskins Road? | nean, would you agree
it's |l ess residences where this road would go by
than the County Road | ocati on based on the act ual
| ayout, not the nmap?

THE W TNESS (Mbberg): Yeah, | would
agree that there would be less traffic.

MR. MERCIER: And you're tal king about
the brook crossing. Are you going to upgrade that
anyway? What's there at the brook crossing you're
concerned about? What kind of crossing is it?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): There's an
existing road there that we would utilize.

There's no issue in terns of we're going to avoid
any inpacts to wetlands there. | think that our

rati onale here was to spread the construction
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traffic over the existing agricultural road and
utilize the road off of Hoskins, being m ndful of
t he potential that road with Hoskins and County
there's line of sight concerns there as well for
safety. W feel |ike maintaining the use of the
exi sting road behind Litchfield Drive is prudent
to efficiency and safety during construction.

MR. MERCIER  Ckay. Thank you.

The next panel 1'd like to tal k about
was Howard Street, which is the next one. It said
original proposal, then it was elimnated under
key changes. Can you just explain what the
concerns there were as to why that particul ar area

was elimnated for consideration?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): It was an
el evated area, the knoll, that Howard Street area
is elevated. And when we did -- originally we had

proposed to put project facilities there.

However, when we conpl eted sone vi ewshed
assessnent, the facilities would be el evated and
woul d be very dom nant over the houses, and we
just determned that it would be an inpact that it
woul d just change -- it would be very dom nant and
hi gh due to el evati on.

MR. MERCIER  Ckay. So potentially the
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people on the end of the cul-de-sac there, they're
going to | ook through the trees of their yards and
the snall buffer area, then they're going to see a
fence or sonething up high?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): It would be
el evat ed.

MR MERCIER R ght. | understand it's
el evated. Was there any thought of nobving it
towards the south, towards the CL&P easenent? |Is
t hat your property to the south?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): So the property
that we w Il being purchasing, we do not have the
parcel to the south. So we would be unable to
make that change.

MR MERCIER: |I'mjust trying to find
| ocati ons where you can put sone nore panels and
maybe | essen the inpact on soneone el se.

THE W TNESS (Kenney): So we went
t hrough this process working closely with the
town. Certainly, you know, | think that it's --
we tried to mnimze the inpacts, but that was one
where we noved the project facility.

MR MERCIER: | guess I'll turn over to
the Knollwood Circle, which is a couple panels

down. Knollwood Circle, original proposal nunber
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2, Knollwood Grcle 2, key changes. | was just

| ooki ng at the renoval of the panels. |
under st and why you did that along Knollwood Drive,
t he abutters there. Was there any thought of
pushing it, get extra panels in the road towards
the west side along the existing edge of the
agricultural field where there's already sone kind
of dirt road there?

THE W TNESS (Mbberg): That was within
the buffer to the wetland. W were trying to
avoi d that.

MR MERCIER: |Is that a 200 or the
100-f oot buffer?

THE W TNESS (Moberg): |'mnot sure
because | don't have the site plans in front of
me, but | think we did consider that, and we were
trying to observe the buffers.

THE W TNESS (Kenney): Let's see. So
If you give us a mnute, we can reviewthat.

MR MERCIER: Sure. | think it was
within the 200. So that's why | was aski ng why
not push it towards the 100. You're using 100
el sewher e.

THE W TNESS (Kenney): W can review
t hat .
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THE CHAIRVAN:. M. Silvestri has a
f ol | ow up.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you,

M. Chai r man.

Wth the proposed changes that Bob just
| ooked at with you fol ks, Knollwod Circle, Howard
Street, Hoskins Road and others, what's the i npact
to the overall negawatts of the project? Does it
get reduced from 26. 47

THE W TNESS (Kenney): So these slides
are froma presentation that we gave in June in
response to a neeting that we had had earlier in
the spring. So the project -- the petition that
Is presented incorporates all of these changes.

So these changes, after we've made these changes
we're at 26.4 negawatts.

MR, SILVESTRI: Thank you for the
clarification.

MR. MERCI ER.  Looking at the plan, |
saw that the road -- post-construction there's a
20-f oot road, and there was a 4-foot wood chip
apron, but | didn't realize what it was. Is that
t he wal ki ng path that was proposed for this
proj ect ?

THE W TNESS (Moberg): Yes.
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MR. MERCIER: And what fields --

THE W TNESS (Moberg): That's the
wal ki ng pat h.

MR MERCIER: Is it around every field,
the north field or mddle field? | didn't really
determ ne where exactly this wal king path woul d
originate and what field it would encircle.

THE W TNESS (Moberg): It doesn't
really encircle any of the fields. 1It's generally
provi di ng access along the east and the west sides
of the project. And we al so gave consideration to
the public being able to access that path froma
public right-of-way. But in sone cases we were
just not able to provide the path all the way
around the project because of |ike on that
nort hern nost area, for instance, we're already on
t he back of a slope, and in order to provide the
pat h, we'd be doing nore grading in that area, so
we didn't -- we're not providing it there.

MR. MERCIER  You said a public
ri ght-of-way. Are you talking about --

THE W TNESS (Mbberg): | neant streets.

MR. MERCIER Yes. Are you talking
about County Road, the entrance there al ong

Munni sunk Brook, or is there another |ocation?
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How are people going to get in there, | guess, iIs
ny question?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): There's a couple
of different access points from nei ghborhood
backyar ds.

MR. MERCI ER. Ckay. Nei ghbor hood
backyar ds, through sonmeone's backyard?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): Yeah. And if
you | ook at, for exanple, Berkshire Way, there is
an exi sting easenent that goes -- that's an access
poi nt for the Berkshire Way nei ghborhood where
they wal k through. So they typically wal k through
from nei ghbor hoods, fromeither their own
backyards, or within neighborhoods there's sone
access points.

MR. MERCIER: Ckay. | see what you're
saying. So sone of the cul -de-sacs were probably
built so the road could be extended in the future,
there's a public right-of-way through there. |
think that's what you're sayi ng.

THE W TNESS (Kenney): Yes, and --

MR. MERCIER: And there's probably an
existing dirt path, or sonething, that |eads down
tothe fields. Then at the field when you

conpl ete the project you're going build these wood
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chip paths. |s Deepwater going to naintain these
pat hs, or who's going to nmaintain the paths?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): The wal ki ng
pat hs woul d be part of the project, so they would
be -- they're sonething that when we nmet with the
town that was sonething that they identified early
on as a benefit that we could provide, and so it's
sonet hi ng that we focused in on.

MR, MERCIER: |Is there any concern
about security or vandalismto your project from
t he pat hs?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): Well, so we
would -- the security, we would still have to
mai ntain the same security with or without the
paths. | think vandalismis al ways a concern
but --

MR, MERC ER: Ri ght . | nean, it is
nore |ikely people are going to go down there now
rat her than just having an isolated field.

THE W TNESS (Kenney): Yeah. So, you
know, the potential for vandalismis there. W
will nonitor the facility, but we don't see an
el evated ri sk of concern.

MR. MERCIER |If soneone gets injured

on the path, how is energency personnel going to
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get down there? |Is there a way they can get in
t here?

THE W TNESS (Moberg): The energency
personnel can drive in on the site access drive.
These paths are outside of the fence where the
road is on the inside of the fence. But there
wll be periodic gates in the fence. | think that
it's a detail we could work out with the enmergency
responders, but essentially there is vehicul ar
access to at least quite close.

MR MERCIER: Different maps. Going to
the site |ayout, Exhibit B, you've tal ked about
gates. Can you repeat what you said? You said
there's a main access froma public right-of-way
say to the north field --

THE W TNESS (Mbberg): Right.

MR MERCIER. -- and there m ght be a
gate or two. And then once you get up to the
actual solar field, there would be your wood chip
pat h, then a fence, and then an interior access
road. Is that how it's arranged?

THE W TNESS (Mbberg): That's correct.

MR. MERCI ER:  Thank you.

THE W TNESS (Moberg): The wood chip

path is on the outside of the fence. The roadway
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Is on the inside of the fence.

THE W TNESS (Kenney): And in the areas
where the wood chip path is |located, we will work
wth first responders to deternm ne how -- the
frequency of the gates.

MR MERCIER Is it possible, assumn ng
potentially there could be narrower perineter
access roads around your solar field, you know,
you tal ked about you're going to use 20 feet, but
maybe it could be narrower, if you narrowed up the
peri neter access roads and got rid of the wood
chip path, is it possible to extend sone of the
solar arrays so you can renove sone sol ar arrays
around soneone's hone, or is that just sone
m nuscul e anpunt, in your opinion, that it m ght
not matter, the width of the road and the path?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): It's not
m nuscul e. Wien we planned the project, we
pl anned for the wal king path. So if we were to
| ook into that, change it, we could reduce panels
i n other |ocations.

MR. MERCIER: Ckay. W briefly talked
about this at the field review, so I'd just |ike
to have it on the record. At Hoskins Road there

was the two barns where we net today. And can you
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just repeat what Deepwater intends to do with the
barns, if you know at this point?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): So the two barns
that are on Hoskins Road will remain. |In terns of
preservation, we are consulting with the
Connecticut State Historic Preservation Ofice
right now, and they will be part of the property
that is purchased. So we w |l determ ne the
course of action in consult with the SHPO

MR. MERCIER: What's the condition of
t he barns? | guess, looking at I'Il call it the
west barn, that |ooks like it had sone -- |
| ooked. It looked |like it had sone vegetation
growi ng on the side of it, and there m ght have
been sonme roof issues. Wuld you agree there's
sonme serious roof issues with that west barn?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): The barns are in
extrenme di srepair.

MR. MERCIER: |s one of the barns
sal vageabl e, or are they both pretty nuch in a
very decrepit state?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): W haven't had a
pr of essi onal opinion on whether they are
sal vageabl e yet, but | would say the one to the

west is in worst shape than the one to the east.
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MR. MERCI ER: Does SHPO want you to
retain both, or would one suffice?

THE W TNESS ( Kenney): So our
consul tation with SHPO has surrounded the five
barns that are on the property, three in the
northern area of the site. SHPO has i ndicated
that they would -- renpoval of the three barns in
the northern area woul d be acceptable. They have
asked that we nmake efforts to retain the two off
of Hoskins. W haven't pushed the issue at all
w th them about, you know, potentially renoving
t he ones off Hoski ns.

MR MERCIER |If the barns were
repaired to good condition, what use could they
be? 1Is there any use? Agricultural use? Can
anybody use these things for anything, or are they
past that type of activity? Can you store
equi pnent in there for your |awn nowers, anything
of that nature?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): At this point we
have no plans to utilize the barns for anything
related to the project.

MR MERCIER |If soneone wanted to
| ease the barn, would you be receptive to that?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): | suspect that
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the barns would need a | ot of inprovenents before
they were ready for |easing.

MR. MERCIER: Thank you. | had in ny
notes we talked a little about wal ki ng pat hs.
Then | saw sonmething -- | forgot where in the
application -- sonething about a school and Boy
Scout involvenent. |'mnot sure what that was
about. | think it was probably during the town
out r each.

THE W TNESS (Kenney): | think in
general when renewabl e energy projects are
proposed in a comunity, it's seen as an
opportunity to provide educati onal opportunities
In the schools, and with | ocal organizations |ike
the Boy Scouts. So we're generally open to that.
And that's sonething that we would commit to.

But anot her focus area is we've
conmtted to a one-acre pollinator growt h area.
That coul d be an area for potential science study
on the growth and the types of vegetation and the
types of species that are in the area.

So we're open. W don't have any
specific projects in mnd, but we do find that
it's a coonmunity benefit to have the renewabl e

projects in the conmmunity for schools and for
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organi zations |i ke the Boy Scouts.

MR. MERCIER:  Wen we were at the field
revi ew today | ooking at the south field, the one
opposite the barn, was that under production? 1Is
t hat used right now for agricultural use? 1| could
not tell.

THE W TNESS (Moberg): Last tinme | was
out on that field, which was probably four weeks
ago, there were sone kind of nelons grow ng on
that field. Earlier in the season it had a
different crop on it.

MR. MERCIER Now, |ooking at the site
| ayout again, if potentially we could -- maybe
there's a chance to reconfigure sone of the
proj ect and get sone panels away fromthe 85
Hoski ns residents. That m ght open up sone area
of field not used for anything. 1Is it possible
that could be | eased to an area farner, or
sonething like that, to keep that snall area in
production, or is that where your nodel pollinator
habi tat is goi ng?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): | think in terns
of potential subleasing in the future, in |and
that we're not planning to use for the project,

there's any nunber of options for that |and. You
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know, we're not particularly in the busi ness of

| easing for ag, but I think we would be open to

di scussi ons about what coul d be done with that
land in ternms of a commtnent for future use. For
agricul tural purposes, and whether that's

subl eased to a farnmer, or used by the | ocal
community, | think that there's a nunber of things
t hat coul d be consi dered there.

MR. MERCIER:  You nean like a community
garden or sonet hi ng?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): Yes. | think
that in the land that is owned wthin the parcel
boundary where project facilities are not
proposed, we have commtted to that |land to be
open space, or renmain forest, if it is forest. So
we woul d be open to di scussi ons about how to best
benefit the comunity with that space.

MR. MERCI ER.  Your response just jogged
ny nenory of sonmething here. It actually is a
response to the Departnent of Agriculture's
questions. It was Response 4. It had to do with
sonet hi ng about trying to enter into an agreenent
with the Departnment of Agriculture for an
easenent. Can you just explain? | didn't really

under stand t he response.
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THE W TNESS (Kenney): Can you j ust
point nme to the --

MR MERCIER. It was the Departnent of
Agriculture -- a response to the Departnent of
Agriculture, Response Nunber 4. It had to do with
a decomm ssioning plan and an attenpt to restore
the site. And | believe you offered the property
wth an easenent or |and right that woul d preclude
future devel opnent on the properties. So can you
just el aborate on that response? | don't really
under st and.

THE W TNESS (Kenney): Sure. So one of
the things that has cone up quite frequently is
what do we plan to do with this site after the
pr oj ect .

MR MERCIER: May | interject?

THE W TNESS ( Kenney): Yes.

MR. MERCIER. Do you own the parcel, or
iIt's an option to buy?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): It's an option
to buy.

MR. MERCIER: Ckay. That's what |
di dn't under st and.

THE W TNESS (Kenney): Yeah. |It's an

option to buy. So when we purchase the land, it
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wll be for use as a solar facility. And once
we're done with the | and, what would we do with
it? We have nade specific comm tnents throughout
the application to try to enhance the future use
for agricultural purposes. W did offer that at
the end of the use as a solar facility that we
would be willing to sign it over to a conservation
easenent, or sone other nechani smthat would allow
for the land to be used for agricultural purposes
only. That was nade by our attorney. And I
bel i eve that, as presented in the interrogatory,

It was declined.

MR. MERCIER  Ckay. That was only
decl i ned through the Departnent of Agriculture.
Maybe there could be another entity that m ght be
interested in sonmething of that nature. Wuld you
consider that, | assunme, an offer, a nonetary
offer?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): | think we
remain commtted to the offer that we nade. At
the end of the useful life of this project, we
remain willing to put the land in some sort of an
easenent or other agreenent to allow for future
agricul tural use only.

MR. MERCI ER.  Thank you.
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THE CHAI RMAN: M. Silvestri has a

followup, and then |I think I do.

MR. S| LVESTRI : Thank you, M.
Chai r man.
As a followup to the discussion, and

related to Section 7, which tal ks about the

deconm ssi oni ng, are you aware of any sol ar

install ations that have retired and then reverted

t he I and back to agricultural production?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): | am not.

think that nost of the solar facilities that have

been installed, the mgjority of themare still

operating. W have taken care in our application
t o make design choices which would allow us to
decomm ssi on and have the project used for
agricultural. | referenced earlier our design
choice to avoid the use of conduit in the roads so
that the cable could be nore easily renoved. So
we're planning for that. | think we think that

W th proper planning that the return to use for

agriculture can be achi eved.

MR. SILVESTRI: But the concept to
return to use after 25 years is theoretical?

THE W TNESS (Kenney): | nean, we have

a soil scientist here who can comment, but we see
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no reason why it could not be returned to use, but
| don't have a case study to show where it has
been.

MR SILVESTRI: That's what | was
| ooking for, to say, okay, if we had sonethi ng
that was there for 25, 30 years, and we wanted to
go back to agriculture, can it really happen.

THE W TNESS (Peterson): | don't have
an exanple of a solar farm but the USDA does
operate the Conservati on Reserve Program where
they pay farnmers to take | and out of agriculture
and put theminto pernanent grass cover, and those
are typically for periods of five to ten years.
They are | ooking at extendi ng sonme of those
| eases. This is to periods approaching 20, 25
years.

I n response to sone of the -- you know,
you nay have heard stories about return of the
dust bowl in the mdwest. So it's when these
mar gi nal | ands, you know, are over intensively
farmed. There is an actual program operating to
take them out on a tenporary basis.

MR, SILVESTRI: But goi ng back to what
you nentioned with the US --

THE W TNESS (Peterson): DA
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MR. SI LVESTRI : - again, there it's
still an open space. |It's not being covered by
anything. 1In this case it would be sol ar panels.
So I think nmy point sticks that it's really still
t heoreti cal .

THE CHAI RMAN: | guess ny sort of
foll owup would be we're tal king 25 years. W nay
still have a great need for renewabl e energy. |
nmean, we can, | guess, say that it could revert
back, and if you want to give them an easenent,
but in 20, 25 years there will be changes in
agriculture, and there will be changes i n energy.

And I"'ma little bit concerned about |ocking us in

at this point, other than saying it could possibly

be for agriculture. | nean, maybe in 25 years
we' ||l be desperate to have nore agricultural |and,
or maybe all grown in greenhouses. Well, | won't

go on with it.

M. Harder.

We have several foll owups. Go ahead.

MR. HARDER: | think every solar
application that we've considered there's always a
poi nt of discussion about 25 years down the road
it could be the sites in nost cases -- in many

cases could revert to agricultural use or sone
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other use. And | assune that at | east one of the
factors, maybe the greatest factor in focusing on
a 25-year period, or 20 years, or whatever, is the
decrease in power production over that tinme. M

understanding is there's a very snmall annual

decrease. |Is that true, or is 25 years just
t hrown out there because that's what -- that's a
nunmber that a | ot of people like to use? | nean,

what's the basis for the period of tine you're
t al ki ng about ?

THE W TNESS (G ybowski): You're right,
t he panel s do, and the equi pnent, obviously, |ike
all electrical and nmechani cal equi pnent, does have
a useful life, and over tine that useful life, the
resiliency of the equi pnent degrades over tine.
However, in a project like this, |ike other
projects, there is always the opportunity to
repower. So if a new technol ogy cones al ong that
all ows you to put new panels in, you can extend
the life of the project.

So for this project we don't -- we
think that this is a -- it's not a pernanent
facility in the sense that it's not there forever,
It does have a useful life. W wouldn't

anticipate that useful |life being in excess of 25
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years, but it's not forever either.

Wth respect to the offer for an
easenent, this is sonmething, along with many of
t he ot her choices that we've been di scussing here
about novi ng panels from one place or anot her,
we've nmade a series of choices and a series of
decisions trying to weigh several different
factors. And wth respect to the | ocation of
i ndi vi dual panels, we're very nuch open to
considering other ways to wei gh those factors,
whet her a wal king path is a valuable thing. W
heard fromthe comunity. W thought that at
| east sonme folks in the community val ued a wal ki ng
pat h, but that may not be the case for everyone in

the community. So we're very open to those

changes.

Wth respect to the future agricultural
use of the property, | think one of the real
factors that led us to make that offer -- and | do

think it was a fairly extraordi nary offer on our
part as the developer -- to voluntarily agree to
essentially give up the highest econom c use of
that land for a very long tine, essentially
forever, it was really our attenpt to try to

mtigate concerns both fromthe community and from
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t he Departnment of Agriculture about the | oss of
farm ands.

And that is an issue that is not just
happeni ng here in Connecticut, it's happeni ng
across the country, where oftentines farmers are
| ooki ng for new sources of revenue because their
farmng revenue is not what it once was, and in
many cases they're turning to wnd and solar. And
in sone cases state entities are questioning the
decisions to give up farnml and for other use.

Wiat is interesting, | think, about
this particular property, though, and sonething
really inportant to keep in mnd, is that, as
Ai | een pointed out at the beginning of the site
tour, all of these parcels are zoned either
residential or industrial today. So the current
| andowner who is in the business of devel opi ng
| and and selling it and devel opi ng ot her types of
facilities has the right under current zoning to
permanently change this land to create parking, to
create a light manufacturing facility, to create
lots of residential units. |In our view, that is
certainly a conpletely permanent change to this
| and.

And what we've tried to do i s make the
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point that a solar facility, because of its

nat ure, because we can deconmm ssion it and get

everything out of the ground, and we are willing
to conme up with the departnent -- work with the
Council on a D&M plan that will help restore the
soil, that we do think the soil can be returned to

agricultural use. And while | don't think I've
seen it before, I'"'mnot sure |I've ever heard a
devel oper give up that right before.

So | admt that this m ght be sonething
that's a little new, but we do think that this
commtnent that -- or the offer we've nade
denonstrates that the choice of the solar farmis
a far nore tenporary choice than the devel opnent
under exi sting zoni ng, because once you put a
| i ght manufacturing facility with a parking | ot
there, the fields will never cone back. W do
believe that solar is conpatible with agricul tural
use in the long term and so not only are we
maki ng that argunent, but we've gone further to
say we're wlling to tal k about creative ideas
| i ke sonme sort of conservation or agricul tural
easenent in the future. And | don't have a nodel
to show you, but it is the kind of creative thing

that we're happy to engage in a conversation

95




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

96

about .

THE CHAI RMAN.  Thank you. W have to
break now for dinner. | wll say, though, that we
wll certainly, or at least this nenber of the
Council, will want to explore this nore with the
Departnent of Agriculture. |[I'll leave it at that.

So we wll break now, and we w ||
return at 6: 30 to commence the public hearing
porti on.

(Wher eupon, the wi tnesses were excused,

and t he above proceedi ngs were adjourned at 5

p. m)
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CERTI FI CATE

| hereby certify that the foregoing 96 pages
are a conpl ete and accurate conputer-ai ded
transcription of nmy original stenotype notes taken
of the Siting Council Hearing in Re: PETITION NO
1313, DWV SOLAR |1, LLC PETITION FOR A DECLARATORY
RULI NG THAT NO CERTI FI CATE OF ENVI RONMENTAL
COVPATI BI LI TY AND PUBLI C NEED | S REQUI RED FOR THE
PROPOSED CONSTRUCTI ON, MAI NTENANCE AND OPERATI ON
OF A 26.4 MEGAWATT AC SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAI C ELECTRI C
GENERATI NG FACI LI TY ON APPROXI MATELY 289 ACRES
COVPRI SED OF 5 SEPARATE AND ABUTTI NG
PRI VATELY- OANED PARCELS LOCATED GENERALLY WEST OF
HOPVEADOW STREET, NORTH AND SOUTH OF HOSKI NS ROAD,
AND NORTH AND EAST OF COUNTY ROAD, AND ASSOCI ATED
ELECTRI CAL | NTERCONNECTI ON TO EVERSOURCE ENERGY' S
NORTH SI MSBURY SUBSTATI ON VWEST OF HOPMEADOW STREET
I N SI MSBURY, CONNECTI CUT, which was hel d before
ROBERT STEIN, Chairman, at Eno Menorial Hall
Audi torium 754 Hopneadow Street, Sinsbury,
Connecticut, on Septenber 12, 2017.

R
_ ﬁﬁ U aild

Lisa L. Warner, L.S. R, 061

Court Reporter
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