
 

  

 

July 27, 2018 
 
 
DWW Solar II LLC 
c/o Ms. Aileen Kenney  
56 Exchange Terrace Suite 300 
Providence, RI 02903 
 
RE: Tobacco Valley Solar Farm 
 EDR Project No. 17057 
 
Dear Ms. Kenney: 
 
The following is a summary of the proposed visual screening plan for the Tobacco Valley Solar Project (the Project) 
completed by Environmental Design & Research, Landscape Architecture, Engineering & Environmental Services, 
D.P.C. (EDR) on behalf of DWW Solar II, LLC (DWW). We believe the plan is responsive to the comments provided 
by Mr. James Rabbitt Director of Planning and Development at the Town of Simsbury during a meeting between Mr. 
Rabbitt, Gordon Perkins or EDR and Susan Moberg of VHB in Simsbury on April 6, 2018.  
 
The attached plan sheets last revised 7/27/2018, 10 sheets depict the proposed visual screening plan. In general, the 
screening plan has been designed to minimize and mitigate perceived visual impacts of the Project by increasing 
setbacks and adding proposed plantings/screening techniques. 
 
Area 2A – Hoskins Road and County Road 
 
In this location the screening plan proposes to retain the two existing barns and construct a 2-foot to 3-foot berm with 
an evergreen and deciduous planting buffer between the barns.  Additionally, a linear street tree arrangement will be 
planted along Hoskins Road.  In earlier screening concepts, this buffer was made up of Crab Apple trees, in an effort 
to provide visual interest and reduce the potential for conflict with overhead wires.  Mr. Rabbitt noted in the April 6 
meeting, that the Town would prefer the use of Thundercloud Cherry Plum, but our subsequent research revealed that 
this plant may become invasive, is susceptible to disease, and may have a short life span. Alternatives to this tree 
could include Serviceberry and Crusader Hawthorn.  Both are native species that would provide year-round visual 
interest and wildlife habitat.   
 
Deciduous trees are proposed to be installed at 1 ½ inch caliper and evergreen trees will be between 5-7 feet tall at 
the time of installation.  Trees of this size are ideal for reducing transplanting stress, increased survival rates, and better 
establishment in new soils. 
 
The berm will consist of an undulating landform between the two existing barns on Hoskins Road.  This berm will not 
conflict with the existing grades around the barns or substantially modify site drainage patterns.  Additionally, a low 
cedar post fence will follow the foot of the berm to provide a human scale element closer to Hoskins Road (Sheets 1 
and 2 of 10). 
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Area 2B – Hoskins Road 
 
In this location, DWW is proposing in-fill planting to reinforce the existing, healthy stand of White Pine which currently 
provides partial screening of the Project site. This will include a continuation of the street tree plantings found in Area 
2A, as well as additional evergreen and deciduous trees and shrubs to provide year-round visual interest and screening 
of the Project (Sheet 3 of 10). A berm is not deemed necessary at this location because of the considerable difference 
in elevation between the road and the site which already provides an obstruction of views into the site for westbound 
vehicles.  Mr. Rabbitt concurred with this assessment regarding the berm. 
 
Area 4 – County Road 
 
At Mr. Rabbitt’s request, the plan includes the installation of a residential-scale entrance to the solar facility.  This will 
include 3 small sections of cedar fence (Sheet 10 of 10) with integrated plantings of Northern Bayberry and Red 
Chokeberry, which are small shrubs (5-10 feet) that will provide year-round visual interest.  Additionally, a gate 
(examples on Sheet 10 of 10), will be installed approximately one vehicle length from the road to provide a safe pull 
off from County Road for entering/exiting vehicles.   
 
Additionally, the existing hedgerow along County Road and along the abutting properties will be reinforced with a mix 
of evergreen and deciduous trees to increase the screening between viewers and the Project (Sheet 4 and 5 of 10). 
 
Areas 5, 6, and 7 – Howard and Gordon Streets and Knollwood Circle 
 
Adjacent to these neighborhoods, the plan incorporates a dense planting scheme which, in time, will provide a visual 
buffer between the Project and abutting residents.  This will include native evergreen and deciduous species that will 
provide wildlife and cover, visual screening, and year-round visual interest (Sheet 6 of 10).  Larger species such as 
Colorado Blue Spruce and Eastern Red Cedar will provide a backdrop to smaller species such as Northern Bayberry, 
Fragrant Sumac, Mountain Laurel, and Red Chokeberry.  Additionally, deciduous trees such as Swamp Oak and 
Service Berry and Crusade Hawthorn will add variety and habitat to the planted buffer. 
 
Area 8 – County Road and Litchfield Drive 
 
This location includes the Project entry and construction access road.  As described above at Area 4, at this location 
the plan incorporates a residential scale entrance and gate to soften the look of the entry road.  Additionally, during 
construction, a temporary 5-6-foot-tall construction screen will be installed between the access road and the abutting 
properties as shown on Sheet 1. Examples of the temporary fence are provided on Sheet 10.  The existing vegetative 
buffer along the site access road will be evaluated to determine the need for additional evergreen tree plantings to 
minimize lines of sight toward the proposed Project from the adjacent residents on Litchfield Drive.   
 
It is important to note that the traffic during construction will be split between the temporary entrance on Hoskins Road 
and this entrance.  Additionally, construction is expected to occur over a period of 6-8 months, so any potential 
construction-related visual impacts will be of relatively short duration.  
 
Area 9 – Berkshire Way 
 
In this location, there is a 200-foot existing vegetated buffer which will be left intact throughout the duration of the 
Project construction and operation.  The clearing of vegetation in this area does not include grubbing (the removal of 
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stumps) due to the potential archeological sensitivity of this location.  For the same reasons, trees and shrubs cannot 
be planted in this location since this soil disturbance may impact the potential archaeological resources.  However, it 
can be anticipated that opportunistic understory growth will take advantage of the increased light exposure resulting 
from canopy removal.  The screening plan incorporates management of this understory growth to selectively promote 
native species of shrubs, which will provide an additional level of Project screening.  Off-site mitigation at the two 
closest abutting properties on Berkshire Way may ultimately be a more effective visual screen as previously discussed 
with abutters. 
 
As recommended by the Town for use adjacent to the above-described mitigation plantings, the plan includes black 
vinyl coated chain link fence (rather than galvanized fencing) for required perimeter security fencing.  Examples of the 
use of this material at an existing solar facility in upstate New York are provided on Sheet 10. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Gordon W. Perkins 
Senior Project Manager/Visualization Specialist 
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Tobacco Valley Solar
Town of Simsbury, Hartford County, Connecticut
Preliminary Planting Mitigation Plans
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Tobacco Valley Solar
Town of Simsbury, Hartford County, Connecticut
Preliminary Planting Mitigation Plans Original Date: 4/6/2018

Revision Date: 4/25/2018
EDR Project Number:   17057
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Town of Simsbury, Hartford County, Connecticut
Preliminary Planting Mitigation Plans
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Tobacco Valley Solar
Town of Simsbury, Hartford County, Connecticut
Preliminary Planting Mitigation Plans
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Area 4 - Proposed Planting Module
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Tobacco Valley Solar
Town of Simsbury, Hartford County, Connecticut
Preliminary Planting Mitigation Plans Original Date: 4/6/2018
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Area 4 - Proposed Planting Module
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Preliminary Planting Mitigation Plans
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Area 5,6 & 7 - Proposed Planting Module
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Tobacco Valley Solar
Town of Simsbury, Hartford County, Connecticut
Preliminary Planting Mitigation Plans Original Date: 4/6/2018
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Preliminary Planting Mitigation Plans Original Date: 4/6/2018
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Area 5 & 6 - Proposed Planting Module
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Tobacco Valley Solar
Town of Simsbury, Hartford County, Connecticut
Preliminary Planting Mitigation Plans Original Date: 4/6/2018

Revision Date: 4/25/2018
EDR Project Number:   17057

Precedent Mitigation Material Examples
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