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1.1

Barn Management Plan

Introduction

This Barn Management Plan (BMP) has been prepared to fulfill the requirements of 1,j. of the
Decision and Order (D&O) on the Tobacco Valley Solar (TVS) Project issued by the
Connecticut Siting Council (CSC) on December 21, 2017. TVS committed to implementing an
inspection and maintenance program for the four barns designated to remain within the TVS
Project Site (Refer to attached Figure: Tobacco Barn Location Map).

Similarly, two of the barns are integral components of the Visual Screening Plan, and
consequently, DWW Solar will maintain those structures.

This Plan was prepared by VHB in association with DWW Solar Il, LLC.

Description of Structures

There are currently five tobacco barns (a/k/a sheds) located within the Project site, two are
located near Hoskins Road, and three are located within the north field area of the site. The
TVS Project will require the removal of one of the barns in the north field area but will avoid
the remaining four barns.

The Phase 1a Cultural Resources Assessment Survey of the Proposed Simsbury Solar Farm in
Simsbury, Connecticut prepared by Heritage Consultants, LLC (Heritage) dated February
2017 identified the five tobacco sheds as considered significant under Criteria A and C of the
National Register of Historic Places criteria for evaluation (36 CFR 60.4 [a-d]); however, the
sheds are not listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
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Based upon the Heritage research the two sheds (barn 1 and barn 2) located on the north
side of Hoskins Road, were likely constructed of sometime between 1934 and 1941. Sheds 3
through 5 in the northern parcel appear to date from circa 1930.

A condition inspection of the barns 1 and 2 along Hoskins Road revealed that the main
issues with both barns is site surface water runoff draining under the barn sills into the
interior causing excessive dampness detrimental to the timber longevity. Both barns have
severely deteriorated roofs allowing for long term water entry and subsequent roof structure
damaged. Barn 1 is missing a significant portion of viable roofing. Both barns are bolstered
by steel cable guy wires.

Tobacco sheds are an important resource in the Connecticut Valley. Though the Project will
not directly impact the structures, the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) has
recommended that a protection plan be developed and submitted to the agency’.

Site Grading

During the development of the Site Grading and Landscaping Plans for the TVS Project,
special attention was paid to the two barns adjacent to Hoskins Road. The grading plans are
designed to divert runoff around the barns to reduce the moisture issues observed during
the inspection. Additionally, the landscaping design is intended to maintain reasonable
setbacks between these barns and the proposed plantings.

Inspection and Maintenance Program

The following inspection and maintenance checklist is adapted from the National Park
Service Preservation Brief 31: Mothballing Historic Buildings? and will be used for the four
remaining barns at he site.

T CT State Historic Preservation Office, correspondence, January 3, 2019.

2 https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs/31-mothballing.htm
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TVS Tobacco Barn Inspection & Maintenance Checklist

Date & Time of Inspection: Weather Description:

Name of Inspector:

INSPECTION

YES

NO

Moisture

Is the roof in good condition?

Are windows and doors and their frames in good condition?

Is wood siding in good condition?

Pests

Are adequate screens in place to guard against pests?

Has the building been inspected for termites, carpenter ants, rodents, etc.?

Housekeeping

Has all trash been removed from the interior?

Security

Are the exterior doors and windows securely fastened?

Are plans in place to inspect the building on a regular basis?

Are the grounds being kept from becoming overgrown?

Ventilation

Are building ventilation mechanisms clear and in good condition?

Are there signs of excessive dampness or humidity?

Inspection & Maintenance Checklist
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MAINTENANCE INSPECTION
COMPLETED?

Quarterly

General inspection of interior and exterior of building, to include:

Check building entranceways and ventilation mechanisms

Check windows for breakage

Check for graffiti or vandalism

Check for moisture damage

Check for evidence of pest intrusion

Summary of Proposed Corrective Actions, if Needed

Inspection & Maintenance Checklist
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