
Pollinator Habitat Plan 

 
 
 

Pollinator Habitat Plan 
Tobacco Valley Solar Project  
Simsbury, Connecticut 

PREPARED FOR 
DWW Solar II, LLC 
1166 Avenue of the Americas 
9th Floor 
New York, NY 10036 

PREPARED BY 

 
100 Great Meadow Road 
Suite 200 
Wethersfield, CT 06109 

January 17, 2019 
 

 



Pollinator Habitat Plan 

 

 i Table of Contents 

Table of Contents 

1 Introduction ................................................................................................................... 1 
1.1  Location ......................................................................................................................................... 1 
1.2  Site Preparation and Timing .................................................................................................. 1 
1.3  Seed Mix ........................................................................................................................................ 2 

1.3.1  Planting ..................................................................................................................... 2 
1.3.2  Weed Control During Establishment ............................................................ 2 
1.3.3  Long-term Maintenance .................................................................................... 3 

 
 



Pollinator Habitat Plan 

 

 1 Introduction 

1 
Introduction 
This Pollinator Habitat Plan (PMP) has been prepared to fulfill the requirements of 1.p. of the 
Decision and Order (D&O) on the Tobacco Valley Solar (TVS) Project issued by the 
Connecticut Siting Council (CSC) on December 21, 2017. TVS committed to implementing a 
demonstration-scale habitat creation (Pollinator Habitat Area) to create enhanced habitat for 
native pollinators, within the TVS Project Site. 
This Plan was prepared by VHB in association with DWW Solar II, LLC. 

1.1 Location 
The location of the Pollinator Habitat Area is depicted on the Figure entitled Pollinator 
Habitat Plan.  It is 1.8 acres in area. 

1.2 Site Preparation and Timing 
Site preparation will focus on the control of perennial weeds to enhance successful pollinator 
plant establishment. The crop fields within the TVS Project Site have a substantial seed bank 
of persistent weeds. Site preparation for the Pollinator Habitat Area should begin in the 
spring and planting should be conducted in the fall by: 
› Mowing any crop residual as needed to expose new weed growth to the herbicide 

application. Avoid tilling the soil. 
› Apply a non-selective, non-persistent herbicide according to application instructions soon 

after weeds appear in early spring.  
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› Herbicide applications should be repeated as necessary throughout the spring and 
summer when emerging weed seedling reach 4-6 inches. 

› If weeds resistant to herbicides are present, mow to prevent flowering and seed 
production. 

1.3 Seed Mix 
TVS will plant the Northeastern Native Seed Mix which has been developed in partnership 
with the Xerces Society to produce a high quality perennial mix that is highly attractive to 
pollinators. The seed mix has been modified to select species native to Connecticut and 
tolerant of the droughty conditions present in the Pollinator Habitat Area:  
Table 1 Recommended Pollinator Habitat Seed Mix  

Common name Scientific name Percent composition 
Little Bluestem Schizachyrium scoparium 35.0% 
Sundial Lupine Lupinus perennis 15.0% 
Partridge Pea Chamaecrista fasciculata 15.0% 
Round-head Bush Clover Lespedeza capitata 11.0% 
Wild Bergamot Monarda fistulosa 10.0% 
Butterfly Milkweed Asclepias tuberosa 10.0% 
Hyssop-leaved Thoroughwort Eupatorium hyssopifolium 1.1% 
Showy Goldenrod Solidago speciosa, 1.0% 
Gray Goldenrod Solidago nemoralis 1.0% 
Blue Wood (Heartleaf) Aster Symphyotrichum cordifolium 0.5% 
False Indigo Baptisia tinctoria 0.2% 
New York Ironweed Vernonia noveboracensis 0.2% 
Note:  This mix may be varied based on seed availability.  The addition of other native species, including grasses is 

encouraged.  Avoid planting species protected by the CT Endangered Species Act. 

1.3.1 Planting 
The pollinator seed mix should be planted in the fall a minimum of 72 hours after the last 
herbicide treatment.  Use a native seed drill or broadcast and harrow depending on site 
conditions to plant seed.  Planting depths should not exceed ¼ inch and very small seeds 
should be planted on the soil surface.   

1.3.2 Weed Control During Establishment 
Control weeds during the first two years of establishment by: 
› Mow to control weeds during the first year when weeds over top establishing pollinator 

plant seedlings. 
› Spot spraying herbicide taking care not to allow herbicide to drift. Applications must be 

made by a licensed professional.  
› Small patches of weeds may be removed by hand. 
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 3 Introduction 

1.3.3 Long-term Maintenance  
› Once established, each year 1/3 of the Pollinator Habitat Area will be mowed each fall 

after asters and goldenrods go to seed.    
› Maintain 2/3’s of the Pollinator Habitat Area uncut to provide cover and foraging habit 

for wildlife. 
› Examine the site each summer to determine if invasive species require control measures.  

All applications of herbicide must be made by a Connecticut licensed operator.   
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