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THE CHAI RVAN.  Good norning, | adies and
gentlenmen. 1'd like to call to order the neeting
of the Connecticut Siting Council today, Tuesday
Cct ober 31, 2017, at approximately 11 a.m M
nane i s Robin Stein, Chairman of the Connecti cut
Siting Council.

This evidentiary session is a
continuation of a public hearing held on
Sept enber 26, 2017, at the Roger Sherman Town Hal
in New MIford. It's held pursuant to the
provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut General
Statutes and of the Uniform Adm ni strative
Procedure Act upon a petition from Candl ewood
Solar, LLC, for a declaratory ruling that no
certificate of environnmental conpatibility and
public need is required for the proposed
construction, maintenance and operation of a
20 nmegawatt sol ar photovoltaic electric generating
facility | ocated on 163-acre parcel at 197
Candl ewood Mountain Road and associ ated el ectri cal
i nterconnection to Eversource Energy, Rocky River
Substation on Kent Road in New M| ford,
Connecti cut .

The petition was received by the Council

on June 28, 2017. A verbatimtranscript wll be
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made of the hearing and deposited at the New

M1 ford, Brookfield and New Fairfield Town derk's
offices for the convenience of the public. W

wi Il proceed in accordance with the prepared
agenda, copies of which are avail abl e near the
door | believe.

I wish to call your attention to those
itens shown on the hearing program marked as Ronman
nunerals 1D, itens 1 through 123.

Does the petitioner or any party or any
i nt ervener have any objection to the addition to
itenms 20, 62, 63, 78 79 and 101 that the Council
has adm ni stratively noticed?

MR, M CHAUD: No.

THE CHAI RVAN: Hearing and seei ng none,
we W ll notice those existing docunents.

We're going to continue with the
appearance of the petitioner Candl ewood Sol ar,

LLC. | believe you have a new witness to be sworn
in. |s that correct?

MR, M CHAUD: Yes, Chairman Stein.

THE CHAIRVAN:  So wil |l the new wi tness
pl ease rise? And Attorney Bachman will swear you

i n.
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PATRI CI A FOSTER
called as a witness, being first duly sworn
by the Executive Director, was exan ned and

testified under oath as foll ows:

BRI AN BUTLER

ROBERT BUKOWSKII

J OEL LI NDSAY,

JAMES WA L KER
recall ed as wi tnesses, having been previously
sworn by the Executive Director, were exam ned and

testified under oath as foll ows:

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you. And |
under st and you have subm tted new exhi bits, Roman
nuneral 2, item B-11 through 18.

MR MCHAUD: Yes, Chairman Stein. W
have ei ght exhibits for identification purposes.
I will read themfor the record. Exhibit 11 wll
be Candl ewood Sol ar, LLC s responses to Counci
interrogatories set two with attachnents, dated
Cct ober 24, 2017.

Exhibit 12 is Candl ewood Sol ar LLC s
responses to Council interrogatories set three,

dat ed Cct ober 24, 2017.
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Exhibit 13 is Candl ewood Sol ar LLC s
suppl enental prefiled testinony with attachnents,
dated October 24, 2017, and this testinony is for
Joel Lindsay of Anmeresco, Robert Bukowski from
Anec Foster and Ms. Patricia Foster for Anec
Fost er.

Exhibit 14, which is the resune of
Patricia Foster. Exhibit 15 which is the
conservation restriction area map dat ed
Cct ober 24, 2017. Exhibit 16 was the updated
proposed conditions map dated October 24, 2017.

Cct ober -- excuse ne, Exhibit 17 is the
revi sed response to Council interrogatory nunber
14 including the phase 1B report dated Cctober 24,
2017.

And | astly, Exhibit 18 which is the
Oxbow speci es account report dated Cctober 20th,
2017. | would submt these exhibits for
identification at this tine.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

And proceed with verification.

MR M CHAUD:. Yes.

So this is directed to the panel. |
have several exhibits. Sonme are directed to the

entire panel. Sone are directed to specific
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W t nesses. So for exhibits 11 and 12, this is
directed to the entire panel. And I'mgoing to
read this question, and each of you can respond.

D d you prepare or cause Exhibits 11 and
12 to be prepared?

M. Wal ker?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Yes.

MR MCHAUD: M. Lindsay?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): Yes.

MR M CHAUD: M. Bukowski .

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): Yes.

MR M CHAUD: Ms. Foster?

THE W TNESS (Foster): Yes.

MR, M CHAUD: M. Butler?

THE W TNESS (Butler): Yes.

MR M CHAUD. And do you have any edits,
corrections, changes or additions to these
exhi bits?

THE W TNESS (\Wal ker): No.

MR MCHAUD: M. Lindsay?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): No.

MR M CHAUD: M. Bukowski .

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): No.

MR M CHAUD: Ms. Foster?

THE W TNESS (Foster): Yes.
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MR. M CHAUD: Ckay. Could you pl ease
proceed?

THE W TNESS (Foster): Yes. |1'd like to
make two updates. Specifically | would like to
note that the letter that was referenced in Siting
Council response 49 to the natural diversity
dat abase was fil ed, and we have copies of that for
the -- to submt to the Council.

|'"d also like to note that in ny
prefiled testinony | noted that the phase 1B
report would be filed with the Connecticut SHPO
The cover letter is here and |'d like to file that
w th the Council.

MR. M CHAUD: Yeah, M. Chairnman, would
you |like ne to provide these to the nenbers now,
or wait?

THE CHAI RVAN: | guess now. You have
themin your hand. Wy not?

MR. M CHAUD: Ckay.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

MR M CHAUD: You're wel cone.

And with those changes do each of you
adopt these exhibits as part of your sworn
testi nony today?

M. \Wal ker ?
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THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Yes.

MR MCHAUD: M. Lindsay?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): Yes.

MR M CHAUD: M. Bukowski .

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): Yes.

MR M CHAUD: Ms. Foster?

THE W TNESS (Foster): Yes.

MR, M CHAUD: M. Butler?

THE W TNESS (Butler): Yes.

MR MCHAUD:. GCkay. Now l'mgoing to

proceed to Exhibit 13. I'mdirecting this to

10

M. Lindsay, M. Bukowski and Ms. Foster. This is

in your prefiled testinony.

D d you prepare or cause Exhibit 13 to
be prepared?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): Yes.

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): Yes.

THE W TNESS (Foster): Yes.

MR. M CHAUD: And do you have any edits,
corrections, changes or additions to Exhibit 137

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): No.

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): No.

THE W TNESS (Foster): No.

MR. M CHAUD: Thank you. And do you

adopt these exhibits as part of your sworn
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testi nony today?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): Yes.

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): Yes.

THE W TNESS (Foster): Yes.

MR MCHAUD:. Ckay. And we're going to
nmove to Exhibit 14. This is directed to
Ms. Foster only.

Ms. Foster, did you prepare or cause
Exhi bit 14 prepared?

THE W TNESS (Foster): | did.

MR M CHAUD:. Do you have any edits,
corrections, changes or additions to Exhibit 147

THE W TNESS (Foster): No.

MR M CHAUD: And do you adopt this
exhi bit as part of your sworn testinony today?

THE W TNESS (Foster): Yes.

MR M CHAUD: Moving to Exhibit 15.
This is directed to Joel Lindsay. Joel,
M. Lindsay, did you prepare or cause Exhibit 15
to be prepared?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): Yes.

MR M CHAUD. And do you have any edits,
corrections or changes to this exhibit?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): No.

MR M CHAUD: And do you adopt this
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exhi bit as part of your sworn testinony today?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): Yes.

MR. M CHAUD:. Thank you.

And noving to Exhibits 16 and 17,
directed to Ms. Foster.

D d you prepare or cause Exhibits 16 and
17 to be prepared?

THE W TNESS (Foster): | did.

MR M CHAUD:. Do you have any edits or
corrections to these exhibits?

THE W TNESS (Foster): No.

MR. M CHAUD: And do you adopt these
exhi bits as part of your sworn testinony today?

THE W TNESS (Foster): Yes.

MR MCHAUD: And lastly, Exhibit 18 is
directed to M. Butler. M. Butler, did you
prepare or cause Exhibit 18 to be prepared?

THE W TNESS (Butler): | did.

MR. M CHAUD: And do you have any edits,
corrections or changes to this exhibit?

THE W TNESS (Butler): No.

MR M CHAUD. And do you adopt this
exhi bit as part of your sworn testinony today?

THE W TNESS (Butler): | do.

MR. M CHAUD: Thank you.




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

13

M. Chairman, with that | would submt
t hese exhibits as full exhibits at this tine.

THE CHAI RVAN: Do any of the parties or
i nterveners have any objection to the adm ssion of

t hese exhi bits.

(No response.)

THE CHAI RVAN: Hearing and seei ng none,
t hey are exhi bited.

So we will now continue with
cross-exanm nation of the petitioner first by the
staff, M. Perrone.

MR. PERRONE: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

In set 3 of the council interrogatories,
nunber 111, site alternatives are discussed. |Is
it correct to say that the proposed site is the
only site you found with willing | andowners and
adequat e acreage, and in close proximty to
electrical infrastructure?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): Yes, | would say
that's correct.

MR, PERRONE: Ckay. And al so nunber
112, there's nention of a possible alternative

sitein MIford at the Century Brass site. There




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

14

was a nention of a possible natural gas power pl ant
at that site. Do you know the current status of
the plant at that site?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): | believe that
it is not sonething that is happening at that
Site.

MR. PERRONE: Wth that aside, is the
mai n reason for rejecting that property as a
potential site because of on-site wetlands?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): That is part of
t he reason, yes. That's -- in terns of space
there's not space at the site.

MR. PERRONE: Ckay. Al right.

In response to council interrogatory 19
to the Departnent of Agriculture, the Departnent
of Agriculture briefly nmentions the possibility of
rooftop solar. Wuld rooftop solar be a feasible
alternative?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): No.

MR. PERRONE: |s that because of the
size and acreage required?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): Yes.

MR. PERRONE: | understand in this
revi sed configuration the angle of the panels has

changed from 15 degrees to 12 degrees. As you
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reduce the angl e does that reduce the footprint
and all ow you to nove the panels cl oser together?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): Yes, it
contributes to that.

MR. PERRONE: |s that because with the
smal | er angl e you get | ess shadi ng?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): You get |ess
rowt o-row shadi ng, yes.

MR. PERRONE: And while we're on the
topic of rowto-row shadi ng, what would be your
row spaci ng or aisle spacing between the panel s?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): It will be
approximately six to eight feet.

MR. PERRONE: Ckay. And just to be
clear, I'mjust tal king about the actual open
space, not center to center.

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): That's right.

MR. PERRONE: Ckay. G eat.

And is that distance the m ni nrum
necessary to allow for access, numintenance and
shadi ng effects?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): Correct.

MR. PERRONE: Ckay. Were you able to
get that distance a little bit smaller with the

reduction in the angl e?
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THE WTNESS (Lindsay): It does all ow
for a smaller distance.

MR. PERRONE: Also while we're on the
topic of the revised configuration, have you
recei ved any feedback fromthe Town of New MIford
regardi ng the revised configuration?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): No.

MR. PERRONE: At the |last hearing | had
asked about the status of the review of the power
pur chase agreenment by the Mass Departnent of

Public UWilities. Do you know the status of such

a review?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): A docket has been
set up. It was approved by the Departnent of
Energy Resources, but it's still in the regulatory

process at the Departnent of Public Uilities.
Under -- and | could give you the docket nunber,
but | don't have it off the top of nmy head.

MR. PERRONE: That's okay. Do you know
a rough tineline on that revi ew?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): | don't. The
Departnment of Public Utilities is -- has several
maj or rate cases before it including Eversource,
and |I'm not sure where that fits in their

procedur al schedul e.
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MR. PERRONE: | understand that the
proj ect has proposed to achi eve conmerci al
operation by md 2019. So in terns of the | SO New
Engl and forward capacity auction, where the
aucti on happens three years in advance, when woul d
you anticipate a capacity conmtnent period
f orwar d?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Sonmeone el se in
our office is the expert on the capacity markets,
but ny understanding -- and |'m guessing at this,
but ny understanding is that the capacity auction
is already filled through maybe 2021. So it would
be after that tinmefrane.

It will not be at the tine that the
proj ect begi ns commerci al operation, is ny
under st andi ng subj ect to check.

MR. PERRONE: And one last item on that
topic, and if you don't knowit's okay. |
understand the project is 20 negawatts AC. For
t he purposes of the forward capacity auction would
a smal |l er anount be bid because it's solar and the
sol ar peak may be different fromthe system peak?

THE W TNESS (\Wal ker): 1SO New Engl and
already takes that into consideration. So we w ||

bid our 20 negawatts, but they derate the project.
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| SO New Engl and as part -- and as part of their
review of our project, we -- and we don't have
direct contact with I SO New Engl and,
unfortunately, but what we understand is through
Connecticut Light & Power is that they want to
have control over our solar array.

So we have just recently changed the
inverters to allow them greater control over -- is
t hat correct?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): (Nodding
affirmatively.)

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Over our array so
that it can fit wthin, and be a resource within
| SO New Engl and for security of power and the
grid.

MR. PERRONE: Does the power output of
t he sol ar panels slowy degrade over tinme as the
panel s age”?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): A snall anount.
There's typically a .5 percent degradation in
performance on an annual basis. That's taken into
account in our nodeling of output for the period
of the contract.

MR. PERRONE: At the .5 percent, that's

power, or wattage?
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THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): Yes.

MR. PERRONE: Ckay. And one m nor
technical revision. | understand that now you're
at 20 negawatts AC and 24 DC. So your AC and DC
rati o woul d now be about .83?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): Yes, I'd -- 1'd
have to do the math nyself, but it's -- that
sounds pretty nuch correct.

MR. PERRONE: Ckay. And in the prefiled
testinony of M. Lindsay, page 3, dated 10/24, it
notes that 20 megawatts AC is the m ni num AC
capacity required under the PPA.

So is it correct to say that the
petitioner has no further flexibility to reduce
the footprint because of you're tied to basically
20 negawatts AC?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): Yes.

MR. PERRONE: Ckay. Does the petitioner
believe that it has m nimzed the | and area
necessary to achieve its capacity target of
20 nmegawatts?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): Yes, we do.

MR. PERRONE: | know before we were
t al ki ng about operation of the plant. How would

the plant be shut down in the event of an
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energency such as a fire? Wuld there be a
| ockbox, or a key box that energency responders
coul d access?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): Yes, there
woul d, and we woul d train the energency responders
as to what they could do in the event of an
ener gency.

MR. PERRONE: So by accessing that
| ockbox and turning a key they could basically
shut the whole facility down?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): That's typically
what i s done.

MR. PERRONE: Ckay. And the entire
facility would be deenergi zed at that point?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): That's right.

MR. PERRONE: Ckay. | understand the
prefiled included a | ot of revisions to take into
account the revised configuration, updated sone
nunbers. One area --

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Excuse ne. |
just want to clarify what Joel said, is that the
sol ar panels will always produce electricity as
l ong as there is light on them

What the circuit does is deenergize

power |eaving the array, but as long as there's
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sunlight on the sol ar panels those sol ar panels
produce electricity.

MR. PERRONE: Because it's basically a
passi ve device, so the DC power headed towards the
inverter, that's still hot if there's |light?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): |'m not an
electrical engineer. So | don't know all the
safety, but the national electric codes and ot her
codes, we -- we follow all the prescribed safety
and fire codes for such a system

MR PERRONE: Now Il'd like to get into
t he FAA issues. | understand earlier on we
recei ved the no-hazard determ nati ons based on
corners of the plant, the center of the plant.

Since the plant configuration has
changed slightly, but the height hasn't increased,
woul d t hese no-hazard determ nations still stand,
or would they have to be revised?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): They should
still stand. It's still essentially the sane
hei ght. There's really been no change in that.

MR. PERRONE: And in the first set of
t he Council interrogatories we had asked about the
gl are analysis. Since your angle has changed

would that naterially affect your glare anal ysis?
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THE W TNESS (Lindsay): It should not
materially affect it.

MR. PERRONE: So the conclusions reached
in your glare analysis would remain the sane?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): It should be
essentially the sane.

MR. PERRONE: In response to Counci
interrogatory 95, in set 2 there's nention of a
countersunk fence. So by nention of a countersunk
fence, do you nean part of the chain-link would be
buri ed bel ow grade?

THE WTNESS (Butler): Yes. That's the
intent, is just to have no gap at the soil
sur f ace.

MR. PERRONE: But snaller aninmals such
as snakes could still clinmb through the chain-Iink
fence, the nesh?

THE W TNESS (Butler): Correct.

MR. PERRONE: Is it possible that sone
wldlife could get stuck in the fence nmesh?

THE W TNESS (Butler): Wth the
t wo- by-two standard chain-link it's very unconmon.
l'mnot aware of it and the aninmals that we're
specifically trying to either protect or exclude

woul dn't be affected for it, by it. That's why we




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

23

have sel ected that nethod.

MR. PERRONE: Ckay. Had you consi dered
rai sing the nower height to, say, eight inches to
prevent take of species during now ng?

THE W TNESS (Butler): W had, and
that's a tactic that's used both in Hane and
other -- other applications outside of the solar
real m

The downside of that, there's still
vehicle tires, treads that occupy about 20 percent
of the spread of the nowi ng deck. And so that's a
source of nortality, and so that's one of --
that's the main reason. So --

MR. PERRONE: And | understand that
whil e the height of the facility has not
i ncreased, | just want to ask about that. 1In the
prefiled testinony of Patricia Foster it nentions
that the top of the solar panels woul d be about
7 feet, and then the drawi ng i n Counci l
interrogatory 108 it's show ng roughly 6 feet.

Wuld it be, say, closer to six, but
seven is sort of a worst-case height?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): | would say,
yes. Yeah, there it's probably closer to six, but

Wwe use seven as a conservati ve nunber.
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MR. PERRONE: Also early on, going back
to council interrogatory nunber seven we had asked
about agricultural soil inpacts. Wuld your
response to that remain the sane given the
revi sed configuration? That would be back in set
one.

THE W TNESS (Foster): The solar array
parcel does not contain any Connecticut prime
farm and soils or Connecticut inported
agricultural soils. It does not change the
response.

MR. PERRONE: And while we're on that
topic, one issue that was brought up by the
Council on Environnental Quality -- and we had
al so posed the question to the Departnent of
Agriculture. The Department of Agricul ture had
noted that a field visit would be warranted to see
I f surface stones had been renoved, since that
coul d possibly result in reclassification as
I mportant farm and soil s.

Could the petition respond to that?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): W have not
taken any action with regard to that.

MR. PERRONE: Wbuld the proposed revised

configuration reduce inpacts to core forests?
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THE W TNESS (Foster): There will be a
change, yes. There wll be a reduction in the
change to interior forest.

The current area of core forest, as said
we noted 788 acres total, 443 acres of interior
and 345 of edge. Wth the revised site plan the
interior forest will change to 359 acres, and the
edge to 375. So there wll be a reduction in
interior forest, but an increase in edge forest.

| would like to point out, though, it's
medi um si zed forest patch and it will remain a
medi um si zed forest patch.

MR PERRONE: |1'd like to nove on to the
stormmater topic. | understand that with the
revi sed configuration, a revised stormmater plan
hasn't been worked out, but | have sone general
st or mnat er questi ons.

In the filing from DEEP dat ed
Septenber 21st, and it's filed by M. Reese,
attached to that is a docunent called stormater
management and sol ar farm constructi on projects.

And on page 2 and 3 of that docunent
DEEP has recommendati ons, and has the petitioner
revi ewed those recommendati ons? And would the

petitioner be able to incorporate those
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THE W TNESS (Bukowski): Yes, we have
revi ewed, and we actually nmet with DEEP on
OCctober 5th to discuss with themthe project and
the requirenents of the construction general
permt. So our plan is to comply with their
reconmendations as well as the permt
requi rements.

MR. PERRONE: And while | understand
that the design will be updated, in general would
you expect that post construction discharge rates
onto adj acent properties would be no greater than
preconstructi on?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): Yes.

MR. PERRONE: And Rescue Candl ewood
Mountain submtted a 2007 Town of New M| ford
deci sion that denied a housi ng devel opnent at the
site. And sone of the reasons for that deni al
were related to stormvater issues.

For exanpl e, increase in inpervious
surface. And let's see, reduced infiltration and
transpiration of stormnvater by tree renoval and
r egr adi ng.

| understand the proposed project iIs

quite different than a housi ng devel opnent

26




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

27

project, but would these stormnvater issues that
were listed in the housing project denial, would
t hose i ssues be a problem for the proposed
facility?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): As you said, it
Is quite a different. W're not installing roads
and houses and things |like that here. So the
sol ar panels thensel ves are not consi dered
i mpervi ous area because they're el evated above the
ground. So they're not in direct contact with the
ground.

And stormnat er does run onto the panels.
There are gaps between each of the panels so it
allows the stormmater to flow through. In
addi tion, any stormnvater that fl ows between the
rows is allowed to run on into those areas bel ow
t he panels. So as far as inpervious area, it's
really not even close to being what woul d be
provided for a typical devel opnent.

MR. PERRONE: And you're not proposing
any paved surfaces?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): There will be
sone concrete paths for it to hold sonme of the
transforners and the | arger electrical equipnent.

But other than that? No, it's just gravel roads.
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MR. PERRONE: Ckay. And one |last item
on the stormmater topic. | don't know if you have
this in front of you. This was filed by Rescue
Candl ewood Mountain. It's dated October 20t h.
It's a letter from Russell Post hauer,
P-o-s-t-h-a-u-e-r?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): Yes, | have
read that.

MR. PERRONE: On page 1 of that there
are four points that are made. Wuld the
petitioner be able to respond to those?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): Yes.

So the first one says, in general the
proposed construction cal cul ati ons do not take
into account the placenent of solar panels on
site. Wen we |ook at this we look at the site as
a whol e.

So the curb nunber, which is basically
the factor that plays into the surface and how
rain will either run off or infiltrate, that does
change. W are, as you know, renoving trees and
we are installing gravel roadways, doing m nor
r egr adi ng.

So the overall site hydrol ogy won't

change, but you know, it does take into account
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the solar panels and the area that they're pl aced
in. As | nentioned earlier, the solar panels are
not consi dered inpervi ous area because they don't
have direct contact with the ground.

Iltemtwo, tine of concentration has been
determ ned, ignoring the solar panel |ocations by
creating a |longer TC of the anpbunt of
post-construction flow -- is underesti nated,
shorter TC increase, estinmated runoff.

So we do -- we do take that into
account. Again, the tine of concentration is
defined as the nobst distant point in the watershed
area to the final point. So that is factored in.

| think what he's getting at here, again
is -- | think what he's saying is that the sol ar
panel s thensel ves shoul d be consi dered i npervious
area, but that's not the case, because again
they're not in direct contact with the ground.

Number three. It says, they could not
find where the increase in inpervious area gravel
roads was incorporated into the cal cul ati ons whi ch
by its absence decreases the drainage fl ow from
post-construction condition. The |ocation on the
gravel road would also affect the TC, further

reduci ng the nunber.
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The gravel roads were taken into
account. One thing that we did clarify w th DEEP
when we net with themearlier this nonth is that
t he gravel roads need to be considered or nodel ed
as inpervious. So the software that we use has
different curb nunbers assigned for, say, a gravel
surface versus a paved surface. So the fina
anal ysis wll nodel those roads as -- as
I mper vi ous.

The last item was nunber four. Wth the
angl e of sol ar panels being reported 15 degrees
from hori zontal and the apparent w dth bei ng about
20 feet, one would expect that there would be
substanti al areas of ground under the panel s that
wi Il not be rained upon. This would nmake these
areas equi valent to being inpervious. Think about
pl acing a | arge, oversized table on the ground and
being able to get under it to stay dry while it's
rai ni ng.

Additionally, any growh woul d be
expected to be poor and not good as indicated in
the cal culations. This would be expected to
i ncrease substantially the flow off the site.
Again, it also would be expected to affect the TC,

further reducing it.
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pl aced in racks and there are gaps between each of
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the panels. So it's not a situation where all the

rain that hits one of these racks flows to the
drip edge and then goes off there. So the rain
does go between each of these and you can see if
you go out to a solar site that's under
construction before vegetati on has been
establi shed. You can see where the rain actually
fl ows through.

And the rain al so does go under the
panels. In fact, as far as the coment about
vegetation growt h, we've seen better vegetation

growth on the bottom side of the panels just

because it is shaded sonewhat. Sonetines it tends

to get burned out in other areas that are exposed
just directly to sun.

MR. PERRONE: G eat. Thank you.

One nore itemon going back to
alternatives. | understand right off of
Candl ewood Mountai n Road near where we parked for
the field review there's an open field area. And
| understand initially that was avoi ded for sol ar
devel opnent because of visibility concerns, but

how nmuch acreage woul d you have there if you were
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to install panels in that open field?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): About
five acres.

MR. PERRONE: |If you were to relocate
sol ar panels onto that field could you reduce
vernal pool inpacts?

THE W TNESS (Foster): So there's three
vernal pools on the site. There's one in wetl and
five and then there's two cryptic vernal pools
that were identified within wetland one. The
revi sed site plan has shown there's no inpact to
the vernal pool depression and there's no direct
I mpact to the hundred-foot envel opes.

MR. PERRONE: Ckay. One other item on
that thought. If you did nove sone of the panels
onto the open field area, would that reduce the
amount of forested area to be cleared?

THE WTNESS (Lindsay): 1'd say ny -- ny
initial answer would be potentially we coul d
reduce it sonewhat. Gven that it's about
five acres and we, you know, there -- there could
be sonme reduction in the amount of array up on the
hi gher part.

MR. PERRONE: And just one |ast item on

the topic. |If you were to relocate sonme of the
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panels, let's say, fromthe north of where it's
currently proposed to the open field, would you be
able to mtigate the visual inpacts with, say, a
vinyl fence or planting trees around the arrays?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): Potentially, but
the visual inpact would still be nuch nore than
what it is now

MR. PERRONE: Ckay. MNow |I'mgoing to
nmove on to vernal pool inpacts. Specifically the
critical terrestrial habitat areas around the
vernal pools. | understand for wetland one and
wetl and five we were al so given an aggregate
figure that takes into account both.

I's that commonly done to do an aggregate
figure? O are they generally reviewed
separately, the CITHs?

THE W TNESS (Butler): It's certainly
part of the sane system |I'mnot sure if there's
a convention on that, but when you're | ooking at
protected -- a simlar set of interests and these
are overlapping, it nakes intuitive sense | think
t hat you consider it.

And we do give the breakdown of
I ndi vidual as well, or at |east two individuals

for wetl and one and wetl and five, but | don't
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think it's disingenuous to show they're not a
| andscape scal e, the actual i npacts.

MR. PERRONE: Does the Cal houn and
Kl enens docunent gi ve any gui dance about doi ng
t hem separately versus together? O do you
believe it's silent on that?

THE WTNESS (Butler): | don't believe
It's addressed. | could be incorrect, but I don't
bel i eve so.

MR. PERRONE: And as far as the
devel opnent within the CTH, wetland 5 | believe
we're at a little over 17 percent, and wetland 1,
alittle over 41 percent. Wich pool has the
great est nunber of vernal pool obligate and
facultative species breeding in the pool?

THE W TNESS (Butler): W don't know
that factually. Neither pool has been exam ned
during the peak of breeding season. There may be
nore diversity in one or the other.

| believe in the CV/Ps in wetland one it
may be somewhat nore di verse because the habitat
interior to the vernal pool envelope is alittle
nmore diverse than up in wetland five.

MR. PERRONE: Wbuld you consi der the

| oss of 41 percent of forested cover within the
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CTH of wetland 1 a significant and irreversible
I mpact ?

THE W TNESS (Butler): Statistically
it's significant being about 5 percent. It -- in
t his context, however, the Cal houn and Kl enens
guidelines | don't think anticipated sol ar
devel opnents as a devel opnent option on the nenu
I n 2002. Wen that was witten solar, the solar
i ndustry was pretty vestigial in the Northeast
her e.

So we do have a different overal
i mpact. We don't have -- as | nentioned in ny
testinony, we don't have sone of the ongoing
| egacy inpacts of nortality fromroad strikes,
capture and stormdrains and generally either
paved or otherw se, unfavorable or uninhabitable
| andscape.

So we do alter it. It is significant by
the dictionary definition certainly, but it's not
quite on par with conventional devel opnent, which
I think was nore anticipated in the Cal houn and
Kl emens docunent.

MR. PERRONE: And back to that
count ersunk fence topic, would excludi ng box

turtles fromthe field disrupt their present hone
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ranges?

THE W TNESS (Butler): Yes. If -- if
they're present there, which we don't have any
i mperi al evidence, and on nountain -- nountainous
areas, the density of box turtles tends to be
| ess, in ny personal experience, than that of
ot hers.

That being said, the transformation of
t he habitat would be an alteration of it to begin
wth., W opted as -- in sone instances sol ar
arrays opt to raise the fence and allow w ldlife
to nove freely. W didn't think that was the
desirabl e course of action in this instance.

As | said, other species will be able to
peranbul ate the array field at their |eisure or at
t heir conveni ence, but we thought it was nore
i mportant to keep the adult stage of box turtles,
whi ch are probably very rarefied on the | andscape
as is, keep themat bay froman area where there
woul d be an internal hazard potentially.

Meanwhil e, they will have the shade
arrays -- shade aprons, rather, on the exterior of
the fence that they can use as forage, as thernal
regul ation and potentially as nesting habitat,

again if they're present there and in significant
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nunbers.

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): Can | just add
one nore thing?

MR PERRONE: Sure.

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): As part of this
| ayout one of the things to note is that the array
itself has been pull ed back further fromthe
wet | and than what was originally proposed.

MR. PERRONE: One last itemon the fence
topic. Wth respect to turtles, since the fence
woul d be countersunk into the ground would turtles
be intercepted by the fence and perhaps |eft
vul nerabl e to predati on?

THE W TNESS (Butler): They would be
i ntercepted or displaced and diverted by the
fence, if you will. The box turtle is fortunately
a pretty durable -- as an adult a durable animal.

Hat chl i ngs and very young stage ani mals
could ostensibly get inside the array. It would
probably not be a habitat they would want to
persist in. Hatchlings are very sessile.
Hat chl i ngs stay under cover in typically a
woodl and environnment in the first several years.

So if they went in they would be able to

freely exit, but an adult box turtle is at the
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nost critical lifestage. |If you | ook at

life tables and life history as related to box
turtles the nost inportant stage to preserve is
the adult, the breeding adult age aninmals that can
breed fromage 10 or 12 to age 80. And so the
nortality of those is the nost highly avoi ded, or
the nost desirable to be avoi ded aspect of that

I Ssue.

MR. PERRONE: And one last itemon the
topic. Could you tell us why the countersunk
fence opti on was chosen rather than the six-inch
gap at the bottom opti on?

THE WTNESS (Butler): Again, it's to
excl ude on the presunption that box turtles are
present in sone neasurable nunber. W thought it
was nore prudent to keep themto the external, or
exterior of the array fields.

But they will again have the shade
aprons as an area to be managed | believe not nore
than twi ce a year in the off-season for box
turtles, the Novenber 1 to April 15th inactive
period, or relatively inactive period.

Box turtles do not hibernate in a fairly
successional old scrub or old field habitat

environnent. So you don't have to worry about




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

39

effecting the animals that mght utilize those
shade aprons during the grow ng season or during
t he active season, but you do your now ng or any
ot her nmai ntenance activities in the

nonacti ve season.

They' |l be hibernating in the woods, a
forested environnent rather than hiding in the
shade aprons or in the array.

MR. PERRONE: And one very | ast question
also related to panels potentially l|ocated in the
field.

If sone panels were | ocated in the open
field, let's say, taken fromthe north and noved
to the south, could that result in the materi al
reduction in the | oss of core habitat?

THE W TNESS (Butler): | believe
mat hematically it could just because you' d be
taking that five acres, although the geonetry when
you take the five-acre piece and displace it to
anot her area woul d not necessarily be a linear --
| have not thought it out, but | assune
t heoretically unless sone of the other nenbers
have a different thought, taking that and
di spl acing into anot her | ocation would reduce the

nunmber of trees cut, and therefore sone buffering
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zone associated wth that.

MR. PERRONE: And lastly, I'd like to
ask about the difference between electricity sales
and power flow | understand -- well, I'd like to
get into the distinction between the two.

For exanple, | understand the proposed
project would be tied into the grid, but your
actual electricity sales would be out of state.
Coul d you explain the difference between
electricity sales which may potentially be out of
state versus actual power fl ows?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): The power fl ows
follow the | aws of physics and will go within that
area and wll serve the needs of that area. And

how we operate is governed and controlled by I SO

New Engl and, but it will serve that area.
The electricity itself will not go into
Massachusetts. It's does flow -- not |ike a

hi ghway where you can identify an el ectron and
send that electron to Massachusetts.

During our discussions and negoti ations
wth the utilities they're nost interested in the
renewabl e energy credits and what they inforned
us -- and this is just fromtheir verbal

conmmuni cations wth us. That they plan to
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i mredi ately sell that electricity into the grid at
that point in time, that this was for -- this is
an accounting process for them They need to have
a certain anmount of renewabl e energy credits.

So the sale of electricity and the sale
of RECs is an accounting function. The actual
electricity and electrons will be in that region.

MR. PERRONE: And one last thing. 1Is a
REC essentially a certificate that you' ve
gener ated one negawatt hour of class one?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Yes, that's what
it is. Yeah.

MR. PERRONE: Thank you. That's all |
have.

THE CHAI RVAN: Ckay. Thank you. We'll
now conti nue with cross-exam nation by the
Counci | .

M. Silvestri?

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you, M. Chairman,
and good norni ng.

Coul d you explain to ne the rel ationship
bet ween Anmer esco, Candl ewood Sol ar LLC, and New
MIlford C ean Power?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Ameresco owns the

Candl ewood, LLC, for -- and all our projects are




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

42

owned that way. They're financed, and separately.
The New MIford is owed by a separate entity and
they're leasing the land to us. There's no --
there's no relationship except that we have --

we' |l have a | ease agreenment with them

MR, SILVESTRI: GCkay. So who will own
and operate the solar generation facility if
approved and when it begi ns operations?

THE W TNESS (Butler): Ameresco's LLC,
whi ch i s Candl ewood.

MR SILVESTRI: M. Walker, | wanted to
go back when you had nentioned you're proposing to
change inverters. WII| the nunbers stay the sane,
ei ght ?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): So what -- what
has been filed is what that proposed change is.
W' ve al ready made the change. W were asked to
make t hat change by Connecticut Light & Power, and
we did so.

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): The nunber
should be the sane. They're generally the sane
size. There's just sone different controls
associ at ed.

THE WTNESS (Walker): It's really a

function of controls that allows | SO New Engl and
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to have greater control over our array.

MR, SILVESTRI: Thank you. |If | could
have you | ook at the original draw ng E-100 and
also E-101? And I'll give you a nonent to find
t hose.

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): W are there.

MR, SILVESTRI: So far so good. More
particularly with E-101, when we tal ked earlier
about spaci ng between the rows of panels, if |
| ook at the original design that was being
proposed, the spacing varies according to the
drawi ng of E-101 and E-100.

And | was wondering if you could explain
why towards the bottom of the draw ng, the spacing
| ooks a | ot greater than when you get to the top
of the drawing there where it says, vernal pool?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): To sone extent
that's a little bit of just a design artifact.
That's -- there's probably not a significant
anount of difference, but it may vary sone.

Just based on our designers | ooking at
t hese specific areas and what they're trying to
fit in a specific area and that, well, that's
sonething that wll be finalized by our engi neers

once the overall -- overall space that we're using
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iIs finalized. So there's -- there's not a
significant anount of variation between, in terns
of inter-row spacing, and it m ght be an artifact
of the figure itself showi ng maybe -- maybe nore
than it really is going to be.

There's an average spacing and there's
really not -- there's not a need to change that
spacing significantly other than maybe sone | ocal
variations in terrain.

MR SILVESTRI: So when | continue with
that and | ook at the nore bl own-up draw ngs, for
exanple, | have 7 of 14, and 6 of 14, | still see
a very conpact array towards the north of the
property and a very spread out a ways as you go
further south.

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Right. And
actually ny -- really what it probably is nost
attributed to is that it's steeper up at the
northern end. So by definition you don't have as
much rowto-row shadi ng when it's steeper. So you
can actually nove the rows sonewhat cl oser
together. So they would potentially be closer
t here.

Really that's really the nain area where

it's significantly, sonewhat significantly steeper
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t han the remai nder of the area.

MR. SILVESTRI: So when you nenti oned
the six to eight-foot shading earlier in response
to M. Perrone's question, that would be nore
towards the southern part where you don't have
much of a sl ope?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): Yes, but it
woul d not get any -- the spacing would not get any
less than, | think, it's five feet, eight inches.

MR. Sl LVESTRI : Even on the northern

part ?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): Yes.

MR. SILVESTRI: GCkay. Thank you.

Goi ng back to both of those draw ngs --
actually, the E-100 old and revised. | did not
have the same scale that | could actually overl ap

both of the drawings to really see what the
changes were bei ng proposed.
Could you take a mnute to describe the
new E- 100 and the changes that you made on it?
THE W TNESS (Lindsay): The nmain
changes, the nain changes are as we di scussed in
terms of the actual area that the array is using.
So in response to sone of the additional

I nformati on that was devel oped with regard to the
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cryptic vernal pools, we've pulled the array
essentially to the west. W've noved the array to
the west relative to the old configuration on

the -- this is kind of confusing, but on the
eastern edge of the array.

That has been noved to the west to
provide nore buffer and to account for staying out
of identified optimal habitat areas for the sliny
sal amander. So they're providing nore buffer for
t he vernal pools and to stay out of the habitat
areas. So that's the main change in terns of the
ar ea.

W did have a coupl e of additional
notes. W noted that the field on Candl ewood
Mount ai n Road woul d be a potential tenporary |ay
down area. And the other differences are also
associ ated with those additionally identified
vernal pools. The buffer -- the buffers are drawn
around those on the figure.

SO0 you can see that it kind of creates
an overall buffer area. As M. Butler nentioned,
t hey kind of intercept, so it creates an overall
buf f er area.

MR, SILVESTRI: 1'mgoing to call them

access ways, or access routes. D d they change
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the field itself?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): Yes. | think
t here's sone changes there. And again, that's
sonet hi ng that we've done based on neking sure
that there's access whil e accommodati ng the fact
t hat we shrunk the eastern end, the eastern side
of the array. So it potentially elimnated sone
of the access ways there.

But that's not, you know, internal to
the array. Those can be adjusted sonewhat in
terms of the final design.

MR. SILVESTRI: GCkay. Thank you.

Wul d the change froma 15 degree tilt

47

to a 12 degree tilt, what effect does that have on

electricity production?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): It has a snall
effect on the actual kilowatt hours generated per
kilowatt of an array. So it does have a small
effect on the -- essentially the specific
production of the array. It lessons it sonewhat
because you're at a lower tilt.

MR. SILVESTRI: Overall do you stil
stay at 20 negawatts AC?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): W do.
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MR. SILVESTRI: You do.

Staying wth the arrays thensel ves,
you' re proposing to use JASol ar panel s?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): That is what we
had currently | ooked at. That is subject to
change based on availability of panels going
forward in the next few nonths, but we always used
tier one solar panels. W use panels that are
consi dered, you know, high-quality panels, but
the -- the actual manufacturer, it could
potentially change.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you.

And with the arrays thensel ves and t he
racki ng system why is the bottom edge of the
panel s about two to three feet above ground?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): A nunber of

reasons. In northern clinates it's best to have
panels off the ground. Well first of all, in
terms of -- in terns of them consi dered pervious,

you want to have them off the ground.

But also in ternms of potential snow
accumul ation, it's best to keep panels at a height
where they woul dn't actually be inundated by
accunul ated snow on the ground in the winter. And

also it keeps them at a hei ght where grass can
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grow, but doesn't have to be nowed down to golf
course level. That it can grow sonewhat, but
you' ve got, you know, approximately two feet

t here.

So it keeps the need for nowi ng down to
nore |i ke haying a field, nore |like a couple tines
a year.

MR. SILVESTRI: Does the change to the
12 degrees tilt, does that affect the distance off
the ground at all?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): At the top end
it does. It lowers the distance fromthe ground
at the high end of the table.

MR, SILVESTRI: But not on the other
end?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): No.

MR SILVESTRI: 1|Is there a point
sonewhere where the angle of the sun could be
above the horizon, but still 1npede sol ar
production?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): |'mnot sure.
By i npede do you nean --

MR SILVESTRI: If you look at terrain
surrounding the area, is there sonething? Trees?

A hillside? Watever that the sun is going to get
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to, say, 20 degrees above the horizon and not be
effective for you?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): There is a
degree of shading of the facility at the edges
t hat we have to account for, because we want to
limt as nmuch as possible the anount of clearing
for shading. And so that's a calculation that's
done specifically to |look at different tinmes of
year what the anmount of shadi ng woul d be.

MR, SILVESTRI: But you don't have that
nunber right now?

50

THE WTNESS (Lindsay): WlIlIl, it's not a

single nunber. It's nore of a calculation we'll
get. Wiat's the overall production based on

assum ng a certain anount of shadi ng from near by
trees? And so we -- we account for that in the

nodel i ng.

MR, SILVESTRI: GCkay. | wote a note on

ny paper and |I'mhaving a hard tine trying to find

why | wote it down. So | want to ask the
questi on to you.

| have it that no arrays would be in
areas of slope greater than ten degrees?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): Yeah, | recal

that comng up at the |ast hearing. So in general
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t he racki ng manufacturer dictates what's the
maxi mum al | owabl e sl ope, and ten degrees is
t ypi cal

In southern facing slopes they can go a
little bit steeper, which as Joel nentioned
earlier, the northern side of the array, it's a
little bit steeper there which is why that
interval spacing is a little bit closer.

MR, SILVESTRI: Ckay. So that's where
that cane from Mdre with the manufacturing spec?
THE W TNESS (Bukowski): R ght.

MR. SILVESTRI: GCkay. Thank you.

If | ook at the TerraSmart attachnent
t hat you had | ooki ng at equi pnent specs, it lists
120 m | e-per-hour wi nd speed for the racking
system How nany panels could be placed on a
racki ng systemand still naintain -- or sustain
120-m |l e an hour w nds?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): That's an

Interesting way to put the question? | think in
terns of the -- the tables that we have and Rob,
you can chine in here, too. In terms of the

tabl es they're designed so that, you know, that
design Ilimt is not exceeded.

And that's the typical, the installation
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t hat we showed -- in fact on one of the
Interrogatories we provided a cross-section that
accounts for that limt in terms of what the racks
are able to handl e.

MR, SILVESTRI: What | saw in the
cross-section was five panels high |aid out
| andscape-wi se. |'mnot sure how many | ong.

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): Yeah, it's four.
There shoul d be 20 panel s per table.

MR SILVESTRI: So it would be five by
f our?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): Yeah.

MR, SILVESTRI: Ckay. And the w nd
speed that it could sustain, is that regardl ess of
tilt?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): Yes. 1In fact, a
| esser tilt is -- is nore advantageous.

MR, SILVESTRI: Staying with the racking
system the snow loading is rated as 50 PSF. |
would also ask is that regardless of tilt?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): Yes, the panels
t hemsel ves, and we've had a | ot of experience with
this, they slough off snow thenselves. It's a
little bit | ess when you get a lesser tilt, but

we're not nmaking a significant change in the tilt.
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It's only a three degrees change going from 15 to
12.

MR, SILVESTRI: You know, if | turn the
clock back to February 9th of 2013 parts of the
state ended up with 30 to 40 i nches of snow. How

does, say, 40 inches conpare to 50 PSF?

THE WTNESS (Lindsay): |It's not a
problemin terns of loading. It would only be a
problemin terms of -- and it's really only an

i ssue in terns of production during that period
until the snow nelts and it sl oughs off.

MR, SILVESTRI: So the racking system

could --

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): The racking
systemcan withstand it. |It's nore of an issue of
you W ll | ose production on some portion of the

array that doesn't slough off that snow
I mredi atel y.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you.

M. Wal ker, you had nentioned before
about renewabl e energy credits, the RECs.

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): Can | just add
one thing? |'msorry.

We do have structural engi neers eval uate

every single one of our systens including --
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including this one to make sure that all those
requi renments are net.

MR, SILVESTRI: Thank you.

M. Wal ker, getting back to my question.

You nentioned renewabl e energy credits before for
the project. W actually gets those?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): There, they're
sold as part of the project.

MR SILVESTRI: To?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): So the utilities
who are buyi ng power get those RECs and then they
do what they want with them

MR. SILVESTRI: Wuld they go through
Eversource or that's still open right now?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): The -- the four
utilities, after we generate the RECs the four
utilities take title to those REGCs.

MR. SILVESTRI: And I found a note that
you woul d be participating in 1SO s forward
capacity auction. |Is that correct?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Yes. We will.
That's part of the requirenents of the utilities.

MR. SILVESTRI: \What happens if you
don't clear the auction?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Well, hopefully

54
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we do clear the auction, but it wll be our
objective to figure out the strategy and the price
so that we do clear the auction, but I'm-- we
have someone who's an expert at that w thin our
office. 1'mnot that expert.

MR. SILVESTRI: And nobody here coul d?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): No, but -- nobody
here is.

MR SILVESTRI: W'Il|l |eave that for the
time being.

If I could have a | ook at the -- or have

you |l ook at the New MIford farn and and forest
protection commttee. They had i ssued a neno and
a question | wanted to ask as a foll owp. Was
there an item nunber four? |Is it feasible to use
sheep or other |ivestock to graze the sol ar area?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): W're not aware
of any location where it's been done. Whether
it's feasible is hard to say. It may be.

It's sonething that woul d probably be
very challenging in ternms of our financing for a
project like this, or anyone financing a solar
project in ternms of just additional liability
within the solar array.

MR. SILVESTRI: No, | asked not only
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because it was in there, their nmeno, but on the
news yesterday there was a couple ceneteries in
the area that are actually using |livestock to keep
t he grass down, hence ny question to you.

And in keeping with that nmeno there was
item nunber six that tal ked about the potenti al
for a permanent easenent, or deeding to a | and
conservati on organi zation foll ow ng
decomm ssioning. Did anything, further
di scussi ons or anything el se happen with that
t hought ?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): Not specifically
wth the forests and farm and preservati on
conm ssion, but as part of our nobst recent
submttal we did submt a plan for preservation of
| and around the -- on the parcel and on an
adj acent parcel.

MR, SILVESTRI: And who is that wth?

THE WTNESS (Lindsay): That is wth --
will be with the conservati on organi zati on to be
determ ned. There's been several that -- that are
i n di scussi ons.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you.

Question, what is Lookout Point? This

Is | ocated sonewhat north of the |arger cleared
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field wwthin the parcel.

THE WTNESS (Butler): It's a vista
poi nt on the east side of the property. Wether
it's on this property or on the adjacent parcel is
not entirely clear to us, but it's mapped on the
USGS topographics. And there is a slightly
i mproved trail to it out there on the east -- east
of wetland one for orientation. So it's basically
just a landmark that you can see, kind of out over
t he vall ey.

MR. SILVESTRI: So there's public access
to it that people could hike?

THE WTNESS (Butler): R ght nowit's,
guess, ostensibly private. Under the CR, | assune
it would be allowed as | ong as the conservati on
organi zati on were agreeable to that, to the public
access.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you.

Goi ng back to what's transpired in
Connecticut in the area wthin the past tw weeks.
At | east at ny residence on Sunday | ended up with
three and three quarter inches of rain in a couple
hours. Last week was three and half in a couple
hours. And |I'm | ooking at the stormater

managenent report and it has information there
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t hat spans a 24-hour period, but really doesn't
tal k about the deluge type of storns that we' ve
had, you know, the three, four or five inches.

Have you consi dered del uge events in
| ooki ng at stormmater for the project?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): W nodel ed this
proj ect based on the Connecticut DEEP gui deli nes.
So if there's different stormfrequencies, really
stormevents there, in your ternms of a
hundred-year storm it's really a probability of
t he event occurring. But we -- we based it on
t hose gui del i nes.

MR, SILVESTRI: Which doesn't have
del uge events.

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): Well | nean, it
has different stormfrequencies, but it's hard to
really define, you know, exactly what the del uge
would be. So we -- we go based on the guidelines
that the State provides.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you. And | don't
recall, but for a tree renoval was the general
plan to flush cut and | eave the stunps, or take
the stunps out and grind then? |'m not sure what
t he pl an was.

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): Wthin the
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fenced-in area the stunps woul d be renoved, but
bet ween the fenced area and the limt of work the
stunps could be left in place.

MR SILVESTRI: Ckay. |If | could turn
your attention then to attachnment four. The
attachnment lists a nunber of neetings and public
foruns that have been hel d.

For the public the nunber is one,
however on page 17 under description of the
proposed project it states that several public
neetings with the residents were held. The first
question | have is, which is correct? Ws it one,
or nore than one?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): W had one
public forumand then we -- we attended and
presented at several public neetings that were
held by -- well, all the neetings that were public
in ternms of forest and farnl and preservati on
conmmttee, the town council neetings.

So | think what we're referring to is
all the neetings we presented at which were
publicly attended nmeetings in addition to the
public forumthat we had hel d.

MR. SILVESTRI: Wien you had that one

public forumroughly how many peopl e attended?
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THE W TNESS (Lindsay): | would say
probabl y 30.

MR, SILVESTRI: Ckay. Thank you.

Concerning fire preventi on energency
managenment plans, | didn't see anything in the
application. Do you have plans that address those
I ssues?

THE WTNESS (Lindsay): In terns of fire
prevention there's -- there's not specific things
that are required other than we neet all the
requi rements of the National Electric Code.

And we al so note that there's -- there
has been sone -- that CAL FI RE produced basically
solar installation guidelines and those require
for ground nount installation, or at |east they
recommend for ground nount installation that all
brush be cleared within ten feet of the arrays to
limt the anount of fuel potential.

And we're going to actually be clearing
actually 75 feet outside the array based on the
fence line and then clearing in -- within the
shadi ng apron.

So again, everything is enclosed and the
systemis nonitored 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

for any kind of short-circuit or anything |like
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that that could potentially produce a spark.

In addition in terns of energency
managenent, again we would work with the | ocal
energency responders to train themin howto
respond and what -- what to do when they get to
the site if there was a need to respond. And al so
to give them access and the ability to shut down
the site.

MR SILVESTRI: How do DC arc falls fit
in with fire prevention, or the potential for DC
arc falls?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): WlIIl, the system
Is designed to mnimze that kind of condition
fromoccurring. You know, that's sonething that
again in our experience we haven't seen it
occurring. It's sonething that we -- because the
systemis nonitored and everything is fully
encl osed we woul dn't anticipate that. So you
know, everything is done to mnimze the
possibility of that happeni ng.

MR. S| LVESTRI : Thank you.

If I could have you turn your attention
to the first set of interrogatories and responses
fromthe council? The first question | have on

these is in the response to nunber eight.
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I n your response to the interrogatory
you nentioned to the best of the know edge of
Candl ewood Sol ar, LLC, there is no environnental
contam nati on on the proposed site from previous
agricultural use or other |and use.

My question is, what constitutes to the
best of the know edge? Was testing perfornmed?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): Testing was not
performed. There, there had been previously I
t hi nk associated with a previous owner that had
been a phase one that was done on the site and --
but there is -- we have not done any additi onal
testing or investigation. W didn't think it was
necessary.

MR. SILVESTRI: So the coment was nore
on either the phase one or |limted paper research?
THE W TNESS (Lindsay): R ght.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you.

Staying with those interrogatories, if
you could | ook at nunmber 20? |In your response to
that interrogatory you comrent -- and the Chairnman
m ght want to get involved with this one, too --
but you comment that battery storage is the topic
and you have that the proposed systemw | not

have a battery or any other type of energy
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storage. All energy produced wll be injected
into the grid.

Was the use of battery storage ever
di scussed with Eversource, or during the RFP
pr oposal ?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): W were
responding to the RFP that was given to us, which
did not request a pricing for battery storage. It
was strictly a price for kilowatt hours and RECs,
and that's what we responded to. Any -- any other
price for batteries would have increased our
price, and in our mnd would have made us not
conpetitive.

MR. SILVESTRI: Can the proposed project
accommobdat e battery storage at sone other point in
time?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): It's -- it's
possible. W would -- we would have to have a
nmeans by which we could have those batteries paid
for. Under the existing contract that's not
possi bl e.

THE CHAI RVAN: Wl l, would it be
t echnol ogi cal | y possi bl e?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Yes, we're --

we're working. W have solar plus battery
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installations at mlitary bases and it is

technol ogically possible, but it does increase the
cost of the project and that would have to be
factored into it.

But we -- we do, for exanple, in Paris
Island we're installing ten negawatts battery pl us
storage. Paris Island, for the Marines.

THE CHAI RVAN.  But is there anything in
your agreenents that would prohibit it if, for
exanpl e, sonehow it becane feasible froma price
st andpoi nt ?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): It's not
contenplated in our agreenents. All the power is
contenplated to be sold to the utilities and the
RECs. | would imagine it would require a
renegotiation with the utilities.

THE CHAI RVAN:  The reason for the
question is you're proposing a project that wll
be in operation for 20 years. And | would say I'm
a | ayperson, but fromall 1've read it's hard for
me to conceive that within that period of tine,
and | would say a much shorter period of tine,

t hat battery storage technology will not have
advanced to such a point that it nmay be desirable

to include that, or retrofit that in. Am |
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hearing that -- no?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Technically
you're hearing that it's -- it's possible and we
are doing it at other projects, but contractually
we are already contractually obligated to sell al
the kilowatt hours to the utilities.

So if there was a change in how the
kilowatt hours flowed, in other words, they fl owed
into a battery and then out into the grid that
woul d require, |I'minmagi ning, a change in the
contractual obligations that we have with the
utilities and the power purchase agreenent.

In addition, the project wll be
financed and if the electrons are going different
than what's contenpl ated on the existing power
pur chase agreenment that agreenent woul d al so have
to be renegoti at ed.

THE CHAI RVAN.  Ckay. | hear that.

| guess the other part of ny question is
resiliency, and this probably is a question nore
aptly placed to DEEP or sonebody el se -- but
they're not going to be here and you're here.

Is it nmy understanding that if for sone,
or due to sonme a mgjor event, whether it's a

storm a cyber attack or whatever, that if the
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grid goes down this project wll not provide any
electricity to anybody?

THE W TNESS (\Wal ker): That's correct.
That's a requirenent of the utility. The utility
requires us put in protection devices so that the
system has to shut down in mlliseconds, | believe
it is, so that we don't damage the rest of the
utility system by generating power when the rest
of the utility systemis off.

And fromtheir standpoint they viewit
as safety. They don't want soneone worKking on
a-- torepair power lines, but the power |ines
are still live wwth electricity because we're
generating into that. So that's a conpl ex topic.
We are currently -- we are followi ng the safety
regul ations/requirenents that are -- that we nust
follow to neet the utility interconnection.

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): The only thing
would add is it wouldn't be any different if there
was a battery on site. |If the grid was down there
woul d still be a requirenment that we would have to
shut down to not feed in for safety purposes.

But the fact that the facility is there,
you know, if the grid is not down or, you know, if

there's sources of electricity that are down but
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the grid is not, then that doesn't preclude the
systemfromcontinuing to provide electricity to
the grid if the grid itself is not down.

THE W TNESS (\Wal ker): So what you're
referring to is sonething called a mcro-grid.

THE CHAI RVAN: Wl l for exanple, a

portion of this could be -- | nean, we've done
mnor. W' ve had nmgjor -- well, | shouldn't be
the one testifying. So -- but catastrophes.

And for us to be doing sonething that at
| east in theory could service, | don't know,

500 -- or 5,000 hones, or a hospital or sonething.
And just to be blind and when there's technol ogy
avai lable, | nean, | have solar on ny roof. So if
the grid goes down | can | ook at the sol ar panel s
and | don't have any electricity.

But |1've also been told if I"'mwlling
to pay the noney and | want to install batteries
and a different kind of inverter, | could at | east
have part of that servicing ny refrigerator.

THE W TNESS (\Wal ker): That's correct.

THE CHAIRVAN:  So |' m having trouble
under st andi ng other than why it's not -- it
woul dn't be feasible. 1In the case of sonething

which we mght say wll only happen in a hundred
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years, but we've had nore than one in this

hem sphere happen in the |last nonth or two, that
we can't be thinking about how to make these
things resilient.

But again, the question is probably
better asked of both DEEP and the utilities, which
obvi ously are not here.

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Right. What
you' re asking are, could we have a mcro-grid set
up? I n your house you can install what's called a
nano-grid. And that allows your house to what's
referred to as being islanded fromthe grid so
that you can still run power within your house.

And you mght do this with either a
solar array or a Generac charging station -- and
that's right. The protective devices wll shut
t he power off fromgoing out into the grid while
you can still receive power in your house.

This is a separate systemthat where the
power is going right into the grid. So -- and we
are required by law and by regulation to neet the
utilities' requirenents for safety in mlliseconds
to have that unit shut down. W have no -- it's
not our role. You know, we nust do that or we're

not going to be given the -- we're not going to be
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allowed to interconnect to the utility. W don't
have a choice at that.

Al ternatively, we are working in other
communi ti es where we have a solar array, let's
say, on a parking area and that parking area is at
a mddl e school, and the m ddl e school is used as
a shelter during a storm So we've set up in a
way wth a special inverter that that school can
be islanded fromthe utility and only the school
gets the power.

So it's beyond what -- what any of us
here can tell you. It requires changes in how
utilities think about islanding, think about
mcro-grids. This is not a mcro-grid project.
It's a project to sell power right into the grid

at a whol esal e | evel .

THE CHAI RMAN:  No, no. | understand
what it is. | just think it's being shortsighted
and I|"'mnot pointing the finger at you. | think

iIt's shortsighted by the regul ators, those who are
doing the regulation and at | east state that they

want resiliency. And utilities always have to

be -- I"'mtrying to |l ook for the polite word --
nudged into the 21st century. W'IIl leave it at
t hat .
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MR SILVESTRI: 1'd |ike to continue
wth the first set of responses to the
interrogatories. The next one | have is a
response to nunmber 26 regarding the access road.

The proposed access road woul d have a
wdth of 12 feet. |Is that correct?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): Yes, it's a
mnimumw dth of 12 feet. It does vary sonmewhat.
W' ve designed the road to be able to accommodat e
a fire truck, a typical punper truck. So around
sone of the radii of the road the wi dth expands a
little bit just to accommbdate the turning radius
of the truck.

MR. SILVESTRI: Have you had di scussi ons
with the town energency responders on that?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): We have not.

MR SILVESTRI: Ckay. So what guideline
are you using that it would fit the energency
response vehicl es?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): So the design,
we just use a typical punper truck which is, |
t hi nk, 40-sonet hing feet | ong.

MR SILVESTRI: And also with the
access, Is there another access to Candl ewood

Mount ai n Road ot her than Route 377
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THE W TNESS (Lindsay): Do you nean an
access fromthe project?

MR SILVESTRI: To get into the project?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): No.

MR SILVESTRI: You need to cone in on
Candl ewood Mountain Road. Thirty-seven seens to
be the only way that you can get into Candl ewood
Mount ai n Road.

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): Thirty-seven?
I"'mnot sure if I"'mfollowing. The access to the
project is off of Candl ewood Mountai n Road.
That's the only access.

MR SILVESTRI: Right. And again,
com ng fromoutside the area?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): You nean, Route

7?7 O --
MR SILVESTRI: | thought it was 377
THE WTNESS (Butler): Route 7 is north.
THE W TNESS (Lindsay): Route 7 is

the -- yeah. | think Route 7 is the main, but

maybe there's anot her access to the south.

MR, SILVESTRI: Yeah, M chael nentioned
to ne 37, yeah, would lead into it off of 7. But
that's the only way to get into Candl ewood

Mountain Road is what I"'mgetting at?
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THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): That woul d be
the primary way.

MR, SILVESTRI: Again, staying with the
first set of interrogatories. Looking at the
responses for 55 and 56 which tal ks about aquifer
protection and wells. Do you know what the depth
Is to groundwater overall at the site?

THE W TNESS (Foster): Yeah. Based on
the wet soil surveys on the project site the depth
is about 18 to -- it's about 18 to 37 inches on
the solar array site.

MR. SILVESTRI: And do you know t he
| ocation of the nearest well to the site?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): W have not done
a definitive survey, but we anticipate the nearest
well would be 4 to 5 hundred feet away at one of
t he resi dences on Candl ewood Mount ai n Road.

MR. SILVESTRI: Again, going back to the
racki ng system and | ooki ng at the response to
question nunber 61. Wat are the ground screws
actual ly nade of ?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): | believe
they're steel.

MR, SILVESTRI: Plain steel or

gal vani zed?
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THE W TNESS (Bukowski): That, | don't
know.

MR. SILVESTRI : Ckay.

Staying with the screws, do the ground
screws actually go directly into the ground? O
Is there sone type of pre-drilling that would have
to be done?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): It depends on
the soils. So in rocky conditions like this there
woul d typically be some pre-drilling.

MR, SILVESTRI: So rocky outcrops you'd
have pre-drilling, but non-rocky outcrops they
m ght be able to go directly into the ground.

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): Correct.

Soneti nes -- depending on the contract and
sonetines they will have to predrill all the holes
because it nmakes the ground screws go in a little
bit quicker.

MR. SILVESTRI: And they would be
drilled, not driven?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): Correct.

MR. SILVESTRI : Ckay.

How many machi nes do you envi si on woul d
be operating at one tinme to screw in the anchors?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): | think that's
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to be determ ned depending on the final schedul e,
but typically if they're predrilling there may be
one machi ne that does the predrilling and anot her

one that cones behind it to advance the ground

SCrews.

MR. SILVESTRI: And what type of noise
I mpact would there be using a screw drilling
machi ne?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): | don't know

what the decibel level is, but it would sound

simlar to a typical drill rig. It's usually a
small rig, alnost |ike a geo-probe type rig. |I'm
not sure if you're famliar with that, but | nean,

the workers around it would be weari ng hearing
protection. [|'mjust not sure exactly how far
t hat noi se would -- would extend out.

MR. SILVESTRI: Yeah, |I'm | ooking at how
far it may extend, what could be potential inpacts
to the residents during different tines of day,
but I don't think anybody woul d want to be
di sturbed with a 7 a.m noise such as that. You
know, hence ny question of a concern that | have.

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): Yeah, and that's
the -- | nean, the |level of noise froma driver

li ke that is, you mght say it's typical of a




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

75

construction project. W would work within the
hours allotted, the workhours all owed by the Town.
You know, we woul dn't be working outside any

nor mal wor k hours.

And the distance to the -- and this is
not a -- where this is going to be happening is
going to be within an area that's going to be
encircled by -- by trees and it's going to be
several hundred feet away fromthe nearest
resi dents.

MR, SILVESTRI: No, and under st ood.

It's just | don't know what kind of noise to
expect. That's why | was asking the question.

One nore | have on the interrogatories.
It kind of goes with question 66 and question 67,
you know, getting major deliveries, doing
construction. Overall what kind of plans do you
have for site security during construction and for
equi pnent deliveries?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): So, |'msorry.
You' re asking the nunmber of deliveries per day?

MR SILVESTRI: No. |I'masking for site
security. You're having deliveries nade to the
site. Wat do you have for security to nake sure

what ever equi pnent is there stays there, does not




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

76

get tanpered with, et cetera?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): | think that's
to be determ ned. Sonetines Aneresco has used a
tenporary construction fence around staging areas
or around the area where things are being stored.

MR. SILVESTRI: Wuld you propose
security guards?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): W don't
typically do that. In -- in this location | would
antici pate not proposing security guards, but it's
sonmething that we'll |l ook at, you know, when we
get to that point. It's just not sonething that
we typically have to do.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you.

| have two other topic areas that 1'd
li ke to cover. You had nentioned before that you
didn't think that the revised tilt from 15 degrees
to 12 degrees woul d have an inpact on the glare
anal ysis for FAA, but if you could turn back to
the FAA data that you had submtted?

| do have sone questions regarding the
results, the computer printouts that were there.
This, this goes back to attachnent three of the
I nterrogatory set.

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): O the
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i nterrogatories?

MR. SILVESTRI: Yeah. There was an
attachnent. | believe it was the interrogatory.
It m ght have been the application itself that was
submtted. M papers get m xed up after a while,
but the topic of it was solar glare hazard
anal ysis flight path report.

Dd you find it?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): Uh-huh.

MR, SILVESTRI: Ckay. The first section
t al ks about south flightpath and right below the
heading it says, glare found. And |I'm wonderi ng
what that neans. |If you could explain those two
wor ds?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): So if you | ook
in the actual printouts what it found is that for
a very short period during one part of the year
there is what is referred to in the output as | ow
potential for tenporary afterinmage, and that is
the termnology that's used in the glare anal ysis
nodel for saying that there's, for a short tine
along that flightpath, there's a small anount of
gl are.

And it's col or coded because typically

what they look at is if you're in yellow or red,
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when you actually have the potential, then that's,
you know, sonething to |look at further. But if
you're in |low potential or, you know, you've got a
short-term m ni mal anmount of glare it's, you know,
not typically considered a significant issue.

So it's not -- what it neans is that
sone anount of glare was found at sone particul ar
poi nt and that's what we show in the output, but
it's -- it's referred to as | ow potential for
tenporary afteri mage.

MR, SILVESTRI: Does the FAA | ook at
that and still say that woul d be accept abl e?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): Yes, but the FAA
does not need to |look at -- they don't require
| ooking at a glare for a non-federally funded
airport. So it's not sonething that -- they
eval uate the obstruction issue and, you know, the
glare issue is -- the glare is not -- is not
| ooked at for an airport |like this one, but we
eval uate it anyway, obviously.

MR SILVESTRI: Let ne see if | can ask
maybe a nore qualifying question to get this clear
in ny head. You have flightpath observation
points that are listed throughout that appendi x

and it has thresholds of different m | eage, a
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quarter mle, half mle, three quarters of a mle.
And then over on the right-hand side it basically
has a question of yes or no for glare.

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): R ght.

MR, SILVESTRI: How many yes' woul d say
you have a probl enf

THE WTNESS (Lindsay): | don't know the
answer to that. You know, it's subjected to, you
know, it would be subject to sone further
eval uation. But as you can see, you know,
there's -- there's one, yes.

MR. SILVESTRI: Yeah. | caught a
quarter mle on the northern approach as a yes.
And again, | don't knowif it's good or bad, but I
wanted to try to get sonme clarity as to what the
report neant?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): Again, it's
considered a very mninal glare for a short period
of tine.

MR. SILVESTRI: One |ast question |I have
goes back to the interrogatories. This time it's
the response to nunber 52 and it nentions that the
topic is invasive species control plan.

And t he response was that there is no

I nvasi ve species control plan for the project as
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there's mninmal potential for invasive species
becom ng established in disturbed wetl and areas,
but | believe the whole project calls for the
possibility of inporting topsoil.

Is that correct?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): The plan is to
try to reuse as nuch as possible on site, but if
there is any inporting that that nay be a
possibility.

MR SILVESTRI: So if you inport
woul dn't it be advisable to have an invasive
speci es control plan?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): Yes.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you.

Thank you, M. Chairnan.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

M. Levesque, do you have a question?

MR LEVESQUE. A few after that.

Whay don't you | ook at your petition, the
mai n vol une, attachnent eight. [It's the New
MIlford farm and and forest preservation committee
menor andum  And you know, you mnmi ght have answered
sone of this already in your interrogatory answers
or other parts, but how about just the

recommendati on nunber two?
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You want to answer that? That's a
sinple one. The question was planting pasture
grasses instead of traditional turfgrass.

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): | don't think we
have any issue with that and we would be willing
to do that and work with them on that.

MR. LEVESQUE: Where you'll consult with
your experts and put sonmething in the detail ed
plan | ater, something suitable for you?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): Yeah.

MR. LEVESQUE: And how about the nore
unusual one, and nore creative, but using sheep or
other livestock to graze the area, or parts of it?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): W have | ooked

intoit. W can't commt to that at this point.

It is a potential liability issue. W understand
what they're getting at. It's just not sonething
that has typically been done. So it's -- it's not

sonet hing that we have commtted to at this point.
MR. LEVESQUE: | guess the sheep are
rather large animals. Did you get a chance to
research, or in the future exam ne any such
exanpl es like in places they have nore devel oped
smaller scale farns like wwth solar, like in

Germany or in ltaly?
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THE W TNESS (Lindsay): W haven't -- we
haven't found any specific instances. M guess is
that there could be. W just haven't found them
I know that it's even been tal ked about in Vernont
at sone locations, but I'"'mnot sure if it's been
I mpl enent ed.

It's a challenge -- and | don't know,
Jim if you want to add anything. It's
challenging in terns of getting financing and
covering there, the interests in terns of
liability.

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): W yet haven't
pi cked the final bank that's going to provide the
financi ng, but we have talked to -- and these are
maj or banks. These are very |large banks in the

United States. They are very conservative and

they are -- so far they're not keen on this idea
and they wll be the ones that make the final
deci si on.

MR. LEVESQUE: | nean, in speaking in

favor in farm and and forest preservati on and our
own state agricultural departnent, you do have a
fenced in area. You do have grass, and | can see
that you wouldn't want to do it for the whole

area, but it would be quite better supported for
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future projects if you tried sonething snaller, a
denonstrati on project.

O even like -- | just cane back from
Italy and | was surprised at the nunmber of free
range chickens | saw. Hundreds of them everywhere
I went in snmall roads. They were just | oose in
the vineyards and eating a |lot of stuff there in
the grass, the bugs, the seeds and whatever. And
they're sort of smaller and | ess of an inpact, but
t hen you need a conplicated | ease agreenent with
sone | ocal farmer to conply with your | easing
requi rements.

Ckay. And how about nunber five? You
did address sone of this already, the public
access for the area of the Blue Trails. Have you
finalized that yet?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): |It's not
finalized, but I think that it's contenpl at ed
given that we have made a proposal to set aside a
consi derabl e anount of | and, approxinmately a
hundred acres that includes the term nus of the
Bl ue Trail

| think I can speak for the -- our I|and
devel opnent partner, that they would, you know,

that would -- that would be sonething that we
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woul d work into making access to that -- to that,
sone public access to that area.

MR, LEVESQUE: Some al ready exists, so
you'll be able to contact the Connecticut Forest
and Park Associ ati on and DEEP?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): Correct.

MR. LEVESQUE: Ckay. Thank you very
much.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you. | have a few
questi ons.

Real ly quickly, in your site search did
you limt -- was it to just Connecticut for sites
for a project such as this? Was it |limted to
just Connecticut?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): For what we were

doing we were just -- this was just limted to
that area with our -- with the | and owners. We
did not do -- Aneresco did not do a site search at

that tinme in Maine or New Hanpshire or other parts
of Connecti cut .

This project site becane available. W
| ooked at it and it nmade sense to us in the
timefrane that we had to respond to the RFP.

THE CHAI RVAN. Okay. Thank you. And |

just want to be clear as far as your mtigation




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

85

strategies, specifically it's a hundred acre
preservation. |s that correct?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): That's correct.

THE CHAI RVAN: Ckay. And you're | ooking
for an entity to receive it?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): That's right.

THE CHAI RVAN:  And that's your
mtigation that you're proposing. Right?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): Wll, there's --
there's several elenents to what we've done in
terms of mtigating inpacts to vernal pools and
| ocal species, which -- sone of which has been
discussed. And | won't detail all of those, but
the setting aside of the area of |land as part of
what we're doing to mtigate the inpacts of the
pr oj ect .

THE CHAI RVAN:  Ckay. | believe staff
brought this up, and maybe others. The issue of
whet her or not sone of the solar arrays that are
in the steeper parts may be closer to nore
environnentally sensitive areas could be rel ocated
to the five-acre field and I'm not talking about
not necessarily the whole five acres. And | think
you nentioned there's a visibility issue.

Are there other issues that woul d
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precl ude that?

THE WTNESS (Lindsay): Visibility is
al so the conplexity that's added in terns of
adding an area that's quite a distance away from
the main array. So there is sone additional
conpl exity regardi ng needing to connect that area
tothe -- to the main array and to the point of
connection to the interconnection route.

And so you know, part of our eval uation
of the site was that we could do it in such a way
that it did make it quite renoved from you know,
| ocal residents, make it less visible. And so
this kind of changes that, but also the
conpl exity.

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): W did eval uate
it, because to be quite honest we would prefer to
be at 15 degrees and we would prefer to be in a
footprint that we were originally in.

But we noved. W changed the tilt angle
alittle bit and we noved the array to acconmmpdat e
t he, you know, the information that we had from
our | ast hearings.

But we did also look at, well, could we
use that property, that particular property? W

did not do, you know, a thorough anal ysis of what
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electrically that would nean, but our nunber one
concern of using that property was we al ready knew
t hat the nei ghbors were not happy with the site.
And we decided, well, let's not cause any nore
concern. Let's just stay away fromthat site, and
so that was a unil ateral decision that we nmade and
we stopped | ooking at it.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Ckay.

This is a very broad, broad questi on,
but | think maybe this m ght be hel pful just to
have it on the record. And that is the three
states got together for this RFP, for these
renewabl e, for the RECs with utilities -- I'm
oversinmplifying it.

Behi nd that, why are we doing this? Wy
aren't we just looking for a site -- and |I' m not
saying by any neans it would be this site -- but
approxi mately a 30-acre site that woul d have
availability of gas in interconnection and just
build a powerplant, you know, which woul d be gas
which is relatively economcal and relatively |ess
pol | uti ng?

So again, this is a policy issue, but
again, | think maybe it would be hel pful to have

it on the record. Wy are we even goi ng through
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THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Well, that is a
policy issue and the states all have renewabl e
portfolio standard requirenents that are built
into their laws. And they nust neet the
I ncreasi ng renewabl e portfolio standard
requi renent year over year. And |I'm not sure of
the requirenment in Connecticut, but in
Massachusetts it increases 1 percent per year.

So the states all got together with the
utilities and deci ded that a conbi ned request for
proposal was the nbst cost-effective, beneficia
way in which to obtain renewabl e energy supplies
and to neet the renewabl e portfolio standards for
ratepayers. And in fact, DEEP was quite explicit
in the RFP and in the analysis, that it would

followin the RFP that it was -- it would be a
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cost-effective selection for ratepayers. That was

t he mai n deci si on.
Now w th respect to natural gas, that's

both a policy issue and al so a physical issue.

You nay be aware that it's very -- the natural gas

pi peline system interstate pipeline systemis

constrained into New England. All the capacity on

the existing pipelines is rented out, if you wll,
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for the firmnatural gas ratepayers which are the
nat ural gas ratepayers that use natural gas for
heating in the winterti ne.

In the wintertine during -- a cold spell
has happened during that several years ago. You
may recall that electricity prices spiked and
that's because there was not enough natural gas to
supply the electric powerplants that required
nat ural gas, because the gas was going to hone
heati ng uses.

So froma policy standpoint there's a
decision to diversify from being sol ely dependent
upon natural gas, because natural gas is
constrained in the wintertine. And in the
W ntertinme you may not be able to get the
electricity that you hope to get, which is why
t hey' ve had additional RFPs for wind in
Massachusetts, w nd and hydr opower.

That's a | ong-w nded answer, but it's a
pol i cy deci sion.

THE CHAI RVAN: Ckay. | just have one
| ast question, because | think sone of us are
getting hungry -- oh, M. Perrone.

MR. PERRONE: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Just two final questions. | understand you
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changed to a different inverter design. Wth the
updated i nverter/transfornmer conbos woul d you
still be able to neet the DEEP noi se control
st andar ds?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): Yes.

MR. PERRONE: And lastly, wth the
proposed revi sed configuration, about what would

we be | ooking at for total project cost?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): | don't have the
exact nunber off the top of ny head. 1It's in the
40 mllion-dollar price range.

MR. PERRONE: Thank you. That's all |
have.

THE CHAI RVAN: | just have one final
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question. It has to do with after the 20 years to

decomm ssion, the array is renoved and potentially

it could be used for either agriculture or
ref orest ed.

Wul d you be willing to work with the
rel ati ve agencies whether it's DEEP or the
Depart nent of Agricul ture, whoever, to nake sure
t hat your process for doing that results in soils
t hat can then be reused in that way?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): |1'm not sure how

to answer that. 1'll ask our experts here.
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As part of our agreenent with the --
with New MIford we agreed to change the zoni ng
and it's currently zoned for high-density
residential. And we agreed to rezone it to
two acre zoning. |Is that correct?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): Correct.

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): After it's

deconm ssioned, | can't renmenber what's the tab,
but I know that we agreed that we would work with
the Town to redo the zoning, and we'll do that now

as we can.

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): R ght. And
think -- I wouldn't speak for the | andowner, but
in terns of the inpact on soils we don't expect
there to be any inpact on the nature of the soils
fromthe project itself, because it's relatively
| ow i npact .

There woul d be sone small holes drill ed,
as we know, but that's about it. | don't know if
that's really answering your question.

THE CHAIRVAN:  No, it does. It just
clarifies sone of -- apparently fromthe Town's
standpoint, and | guess we coul d ask them when
they are testifying. They would like to see this

eventually a residential subdivision, a
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| ow-density residential subdivision wth houses,
dri veways, new roads, et cetera, and not
necessarily reverted to a forest area.

That's probably a question for them

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): That would be a
question for them The only thing we can say is
that the pil ot agreenent includes a provision that
we agreed to that would -- that would allow for a
rezoning of the property, but that would have to
go through the town zoni ng conm ssion, too.

THE CHAI RMAN.  Ckay. W're going to

break for | unch. W wll cone back here at 1:45.

(Wher eupon, a recess was taken from

12:57 p.m to 1:45 p.m)

THE CHAI RMAN: Good afternoon, | adies
and gentlenen. |I'd like to resune our hearing on
this itemwe started this norning.

So we'll now continue wth the
appear ance of the Departnent of Agriculture, a
party to these deliberations. And we'll start
with the swearing in of the w tnesses by Attorney

Bachman. So if the w tnesses woul d pl ease ri se.

P KOLESI NSKAS,
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STEVE ANDERSON
call ed as wtnesses, being first duly sworn
by the Executive Director, were exam ned and
testified under oath as foll ows:

THE CHAI RMAN:. M. Bowsza, since y
didn't stand | assunme you're sort of the
comrander - i n-chi ef.

MR. BOWSZA: Chief cook and bottle
washer .

THE CHAI RMVAN:  And you' ve offered
exhi bits under hearing program Roman numer al
one through two for identification purposes.
we'll go through the process of verifying th

it's okay wth your w tnesses.

So I'Il ask if -- and | guess each one

can just, you know, give either an affirmative or

a nod, or if they have any changes | et us kn
D d you prepare or assist in the
preparation of Exhibit 4B, one through two,
two exhi bits?
THE W TNESS (Kol esi nskas): Yes.
THE W TNESS ( Anderson): Yes.
THE CHAI RMAN: Do you have any
additions, clarifications, deletions or

nodi fi cati ons of these docunents?

ou

4B,
And

em

ow.

t he

93
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THE W TNESS (Kol esinskas): No, | do
not .

THE W TNESS ( Anderson): No.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Are these exhibits true
and accurate to the best of your know edge?

THE W TNESS ( Kol esi nskas): Yes.

THE W TNESS (Anderson): Yes.

THE CHAI RVAN. And do you offer these
exhi bits as your testinony here today.

THE W TNESS (Kol esi nskas): Yes.

THE W TNESS ( Anderson): Yes.

THE CHAI RVAN: Do you offer them as full

exhi bi ts?

THE W TNESS ( Kol esi nskas): Yes.

THE W TNESS ( Anderson): Yes.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

Do any of the parties or interveners
have any objection to the adm ssion of these
exhi bi ts?

MR, M CHAUD: No.

THE CHAI RVAN: Ckay. So the exhibits
are adm tted.

So we're going to begin
cross-exam nation first by staff, M. Perrone.

MR. PERRONE: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

94
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I'"d like to turn your attention to the
I nterrogatory responses fromthe Departnent of
Agriculture that the Council -- based on the
Counci |l 's questions, nunber 18, where the Council
was following up on a CEQ coment regardi ng the
renmoval of stones and possi ble reclassification.

Anyway, in the Departnent of
Agriculture's response it notes that a field visit
is warranted to evaluate if the surface stones
have been renpved since the mappi ng was conpl et ed.
And ny question is, in your opinion would a field
visit to evaluate the surface stone renoval be key
in determning if inportant farn and soils or
prinme farm and soils are present.

THE W TNESS (Kol esi nskas): Yes, they
woul d. That basically the -- sone of the soils
t hat are mapped have -- were listed as having a
very stony or extrenely stony surface nodifier.
And that is what has kept those soils out of being
considered prine or statew de inportant
cat egori es.

And so a field visit would be necessary
to go out there and | ook and see stone cover on
the surface and extent of stone cover. And there

are ways to determ ne whether or not there's
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still -- if enough of them have been renoved t hat
they're no longer a barrier to agricultural use,
particularly plow ng and harvesti ng.

And if that's the case then they could
potentially be reclassified into another category.

MR. PERRONE: And how coul d t hat
eval uati on be done? Wuld it just be visual, or
woul d you take sanpl es potentially?

THE W TNESS (Kol esi nskas): Well, one of
the -- one of the exhibits that we included there
was the national soil survey manual. And the soi
survey nanual actually has information. This is
fromthe soil survey manual. Rock fragnents in
the surface and how you evaluate them And
basically there's a percentage that you're | ooking
at .

So it would be a visual test and you nmay
do sone transects, and it's -- it's basically
stones that are over ten inches in size, stones or
boul ders, or what would be considered a barrier.
So there's a process you' d go through of using a
poi nt count |ine intersect procedure to determ ne
if -- how many are there to give a percentage and
whet her or not it has been changed since -- from

the origi nal nmappi ng.
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MR. PERRONE: Thank you very much.
That's all | have.

THE CHAI RMAN: | just have a follow up
on that. But did anybody fromthe Departnent of
Agriculture actually go to the site and do any of
this investigation?

THE W TNESS (Kol esinskas): No, we did
not do an on-site investigation. W were not
asked to do an on-site investigation. And | ooking
t hrough the information fromthe consultant,
basically they used the soil survey report from
USDA NRCS. And it didn't nention whether or not
t hey had eval uated those fields to see whet her or
not they -- it was mapped. The current mappi ng
needed to be changed or eval uat ed.

THE CHAI RVAN: Ckay. M ke, that's your
question? Do you have any nore?

MR. PERRONE: No.

THE CHAI RVAN: Now we'l|l go to
cross-exam nati on by nenbers of the Council. Vice
Chai rman, Senat or Mur phy.

MR, MJRPHY: | have no questions at this
tinme, M. Chairmn.

THE CHAI RVAN.  Ckay. M. Silvestri?

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you, M. Chairman.




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

98

Two questions that | have for you. The
first one, are you aware of any solar projects in
Connecticut or perhaps el sewhere where viable
crops have been pl anted and succeeded under sol ar
panel s?

THE W TNESS (Kol esinskas): | -- |'m not
aware of any in Connecticut, but there, there are
projects around the world where agricul tural use
has been desi gned as part of the project. And
it's been as part of the project up front
typically, and of either having sonme row crop
production in between -- in between sol ar panels
or maki ng arrangenents to have grazi ng paddocks
t hat both would control vegetation and provide
forage for |ivestock

MR, SILVESTRI: Any specific on crops
that you can recall?

THE W TNESS (Kol esinskas): | believe
that there was a project in Japan where they were
growi ng | ettuce, and because it can tol erate sone
shade that they were growi ng sonme |lettuce in part
of the solar array.

MR SI LVESTRI : "' m curious. I n your
opinion, could things |ike potatoes, carrots, even

mushroons kind of flourish in those environnents?
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THE W TNESS ( Kol esi nskas): (Qbviously
there needs to be a lot nore informati on about,
you know, what the soils are and the condition of
the soils, how they were treated during the
construction and installation project.

And you know, what kind of yields are
going to be economcally practical because
obviously if the soils are disturbed or there's
|l ow light or there's other managenent
considerations it may inpact -- inpact the yields.

And again, it depends, you know, is it
annual -- annual crops or a perennial crop? So |
certainly think it's possible to design a
structure that may be able to have sone -- sone
agricultural production with it, but obviously
it's going to be very site specific.

MR, SILVESTRI: Thank you. The other
question | have, if you think about the
orientation of solar panels -- |1've seen them at
25 degrees. The current proposal here is for 12.

And fromwhat | understand there is sone
type of spacing between the way the panels are
laid out in the racks. However, the question |
have for you is, what happens to the quality of

soil below the panel racks if they receive, say,
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no direct sunlight and a very limted anount of
wat er ?

THE W TNESS (Kol esi nskas): Right.
That's a good question. | would say there's a
| ack of research about the soil biological systens
in a large-scale solar array. And though I would
expect that it would have an inpact on the
bi ol ogi cal community of the soil, and then al so on
cycling of nutrients in the soil systemas well
because a portion of it either having -- being in
| o i ght conditions and dryer.

And then on the front of the panel
where, you know, you're going to have in
Connecticut 48 to 58 inches of precipitation
com ng off the front of the panel, of having nore
precipitation in a very concentrated zone that you
coul d get excessive amounts of |eachi ng of
nutrients.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you.

| have no further questions,
M. Chair man.

THE CHAI RVAN: M. Harder?

MR. HARDER: No questi ons.

THE CHAI RMVAN: M. Hannon?

MR. HANNON: Thank you, M. Chairnman.
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| nmean, the question or questions | have
really relate to your response to question 9,
where can agricultural fields that are nmanaged as
grasslands for 20 to 25 years be restored from
pr oducti on?

I nmean, ny understanding is -- at | east
what was proposed on this is there would be sone
type of |l owgrowi ng grass pretty nuch planted on
the entire site even below and in front of, and
behind all the panels. So there would be maybe
one or two nbwings a year to try to maintain that.

So I'mnot sure | understand the
response in saying the question is outside the
scope of the proceedi ngs because what's proposed
for the mpjority of the project is not grassl ands,
but if grass is being proposed to help stabilize
that area, | guess that's kind of where the
question is. And I'mnot sure | foll ow what your
response was.

THE W TNESS ( Kol esi nskas): Okay. Wel
again, | wuld say what it -- what's being
proposed is not grassland. What's being proposed
is a large-scal e solar array that nmay have sone
vegetati on grow ng underneath to prevent erosion

and stabilize the soil.
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A definition of grasslands would be a
pl ant comunity that's dom nated by grassl and
species that's specifically managed for -- for
certain kinds of ecosystem functions, whether it's
for agriculture, whether it's for habitat or it
could also -- you know, and it would have ot her
functi ons.

So | don't really see it being managed
as grassl ands, per se. So that was part of the --
of the comment.

MR. HANNON: Ckay. So you're |ooking at
the technical definition as to what you woul d
consider to be grassl and?

THE W TNESS (Kol esinskas): Right. And
| don't want it to be m sconstrued that this is a
grassl ands project. They're not attenpting to
clear this woodl and and use these fields for
grassland. They're using it for a solar array and
they need to have sone vegetation. They've chosen
to have vegetati on underneath as the cover rather
t han st one or woodchi ps, or sonme other kind of
groundcover.

MR, HANNON: | was just trying to get a
clarification as to your response in that, because

t he bigger question | have just in general is
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whet her or not there's any literature out there --
and ny guess is there's probably not -- about the
| ong-term i npact of solar projects on agriculture
soi |l s.

If at sone point in the future those
sol ar projects are renoved and you go back to the
nat ural ground, what inpact do those sol ar panels
have on the quality of soil for agricultural
pur poses? |Is there anything out there on
research, or is this really sort of brand-new
territory?

THE W TNESS ( Kol esi nskas): Yeah,
would say it's brand-new territory. You know,
probably the closest of anything that's, you know,
m ght be decomm ssi oned woul d probably be out
there in California sonepl ace.

And | haven't seen any literature plus
the, you know, soils and the clinate are -- are so
different there than they are here. Again, a |lot
of it depends on what did you start out w th?

Wiat was -- what were the soil conditions to start
with and how were they treated during the
construction process, as well as how the soils and
vegetation are treated throughout the |ifespan of

the project would all have an inpact on its
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suitability and its potential for agriculture
af t er war ds.

MR. HANNON: I n your professional
opi ni on do you feel as though if you take these
agricultural soils out of use for agricultural
pur poses for 20, 25 or 30 years, mght they stil
be a valuable agricultural soil? O not?

| nmean, | just wonder what you're sort
of best guess is on that. | know you' ve got a
|l ong history in dealing with these types of
things. [|'mjust curious as to what your opinion
I S?

THE W TNESS ( Kol esi nskas): Right.

Again, | think a lot of it depends on how the --
how t he project was inplenented. You know, is
there -- is there grading that's disturbing the
soils? |Is there a lot of trenching? Ws there
erosion on the site? Ws there a |ot of heavy
equi pnment that was used that's created conpaction?

So it's -- it's possible that after it's
deconm ssi oned that there may be, you know, deep,
deep conpaction that you really -- the evidence is
that you can't really get rid of deep conpaction
that's -- that's nore than two feet down. And

that it may take a nunber of years before you
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woul d be able to restore a certain | evel of
productivity to it.

And t hen, you know, here because nost of
Connecticut -- because of our soil parent materi al
whi ch tends to be fairly acid, that the soils
woul d continue to acidify to sone extent. So if
they're not -- if the soil fertility isn't managed
It could take a nunber of years to restore soi
fertility for a certain kind of crop production as
wel | .

So I'd say it's, you know, it's
potential for future use for agriculture depends a
ot on the soils that you started with and then
how t hey' re managed t hrough the construction
process and how much di sturbance. The nore
di sturbance the nore likely it is that they're
going to be degraded for the long term

THE CHAI RVAN:  And just one fi nal
question. One of the things that the Council has
been di scussi ng on past projects that are sort of
| arger in scope is on a project |like this where
there is sort of that outside boundary |ine where
it's being cleared so that you don't have shadi ng
on the panels, does that lend itself for planting

or growi ng sone type of pollinator crops?
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I's that sonmething that woul d be | ooked
at favorably?

THE W TNESS ( Kol esi nskas): Wl
certainly, you know, pollinators are in trouble
around the world and increasing pollinator habitat
is certainly valuable froma, you know, a
bi ol ogi cal system from an ecosystem perspective.

As far as its benefit for agriculture
specifically, certainly sone of it woul d depend,
you know, are there crops being grown in
agriculture nearby that would benefit by having
addi tional pollinator plantings?

And then the thing is, too, is that to
actually manage it for pollinator plantings is
nmore than -- it's probably going to be nore than
just, you know, nowing it tw ce a year, because of
course we have a trenmendous problemw th -- with
I nvasi ve species and species that would very
qui ckly take over.

So it would take active nmanagenent to be
able to keep it longtermas pollinator habitat.
And agai n, depending on the kind of agriculture
that's nearby, a pollinator habitat could be --
coul d be hel pful.

MR. HANNON: Thank you. | have no
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further questions.

THE CHAI RVAN: M. Lynch?

MR, LYNCH. Just a couple questions. M
first one is just I'mhaving a hard tinme figuring
out why you're here. In ny neck of the woods a
| ot of farners, be they tobacco or vegetable
farmers are losing the land or selling their | and.

Now does this nean that every tine they
want to sell it or develop it the Departnent of
Agriculture is going to cone into a state agency
or to a local planning and zoning and tell them
what they can do with that | and?

It's a | oaded question. | know.

THE W TNESS ( Kol esi nskas): Yeabh,
don't know. Do you want to take a shot at it
first, Steve? O no? | certainly would have sone
t hought s on that.

THE W TNESS (Anderson): Well, | think
the reason why we're here is it's specifically
about -- it's nore related to the statute and
whet her or not the statute applies in this case.

MR. LYNCH. Could you repeat? | just
can't hear it. I'ma little hard of hearing.

THE W TNESS (Anderson): The reason why

we're involved in this is nore related to 17-218.
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MR. LYNCH: That doesn't apply.

THE W TNESS (Anderson): Well, that's
why we becane a party, and you know, that's why
we're here. That's why we're here in this case.

| nmean, | know that since then you guys
have said that it doesn't apply, but that's why we
becane a party and that's why we're here. And you
know, | don't know if you have nore to add to
t hat ?

THE W TNESS (Kol esi nskas): Well,
guess that | would say that, you know, wherever
there's a significant | and-use change we need to
have all the relevant facts and as nuch
I nformati on as possible as far as the i npacts of a
maj or | and-use change. And so to not consider the
i npacts on prime and i nportant farmn and on
agriculture in any |and-use change | think is
very, very shortsi ghted.

So it doesn't matter to ne whether it's
a hundred-acre subdivision or a hundred-acre sol ar
array. It still deserves that everyone has the
rel evant facts and understands the inpact on
natural resources. And soils are very inportant
natural resources and they're only going to becone

nore i nportant.
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MR. LYNCH And | just wanted to nmake it
clear that it wasn't just the solar group that was
bei ng done. That it would be commercial and
residential devel opnent al so?

THE W TNESS (Kol esi nskas): Well
there's -- there's a process. Again, if there's
federal funds that are involved in a process,
there's the Federal Farm and Policy Protection Act
that applies. And if there's state funds invol ved
there's a process overview that applies. And at
t he nmunici pal level there's a process of review of
| ooki ng at the inpact and what -- what Kkind of
review and information is required.

MR. LYNCH. Thank you.

My next question really revol ves around
renewabl e energy. And right nowit seens to be
the -- the nunber one choice seens to be solar.
And you need -- ny panel can correct nme if I'm
wrong, but you need at | east five acres to produce
one negawatt of power. And when you get the
| ar ger sol ar devel opnent farns conming in, you
know, they will use up a lot of |land that you're
tal ki ng about that you want to protect.

Where do you see -- if you want to get

20 percent renewabl e power over the next few years
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state and federal, what would you suggest as an
alternative to sol ar panel s?

THE W TNESS (Anderson): As an
alternative technology to solar panels, or
alternative |ocations? | nean, we've suggested --

MR. LYNCH: Actually I didn't think of
| ocation, but 1'll take both.

THE W TNESS (Anderson): W' ve suggested
areas |like brownfields, places |like that,
alternative |locations. Certainly, you know,
groups of buildings and, you know, any | arge areas
as an alternative. But -- and what was -- the
rest of it was?

MR, LYNCH: Just the alternative
t echnol ogy?

THE W TNESS (Anderson): Alternative
t echnol ogi es? You know, wi nd. You know, | nean,
there's other areas. | nmean, we were up at
Sout hbury training school and we had got sone | and
up there that the departnent has custody and
control over. There's sone good wi nds up in that
part of the state. And you know, so there's w nd
and there's also offshore wind that are sort of
alternative technol ogi es.

And anaerobi c di gesters, another
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technol ogy that could be explored. That's a
renewabl e cl ass one, | believe. So that's another
one.

MR. LYNCH. And now you menti oned
brownfields, and this was a question | was goi ng
to ask the panel. 1'Il get to it later, but with
brownfields it's not always conducive to being
into the sout hwest sunlight. You know, isn't that
arestriction on sone brownfields? You know,
you' ve got to have sone sun.

A lot of brownfields may still have, you
know, buil dings surrounding themthat woul d nake
it rather, you know, not very conducive to putting
I n sol ar panel s.

THE W TNESS (Anderson): Yeah, | really
amnot in a position to answer that. |'m not
really an expert on the siting of the --

MR LYNCH: It's a question I'"mgoing to
ask them | ater on.

THE W TNESS (Anderson): The best
| ocation as far as orientation goes and what they
go with, soneone el se would have to answer that.

MR. LYNCH. Thank you.

THE W TNESS ( Kol esi nskas): Again, |

just would nake the point that this, you know,
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Connecticut is, fromwhat we know about |and use,
| and cover, is only about 12 percent agricultural
| and and only about 7 percent of that is
agricultural fields.

And so there's a small er percentage of
that that's primarily inportant farmand that is
our best agricultural soil, but we're 39 percent
devel oped. So there's certainly plenty of
brownfi el ds and rooftops and buil di ngs at ot her
| ocati ons that can be used.

We shoul d al ways use devel oped
properties before green fields if we can.
Sonetinmes it does need to be used, green fields
for certain purposes where it nmakes sense, but
again we need to have a nmuch nore thorough
di scussi on about where any sort of a | arge sol ar
array project goes.

And agai n, access, farm and access is a
real problemin this state and taking a | arge
chunk of farm and out of an agricultural comunity
has a | ot of unintended consequences.

MR, LYNCH: Under st ood.

Thank you very nmuch, M. Chairman.

THE CHAI RVAN: M. Hannon has a

f ol I owup.
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MR. HANNON: Wth your conment you j ust
rem nded ne of a question. It |ooks as though in
the State we're starting to see nore projects that
are being pronoted for hydroponics. And is that
sonething that can help offset sone of the |oss of
prime ag soil s?

THE W TNESS ( Kol esi nskas): Hydroponics
and greenhouses are certainly a conponent of crop
production, but there are sonme crops that don't
| end thenselves well to that and this a very --
there's an up-front cost to those kinds of
facilities.

The other thing is, too, there are not
only sone agricultural products that have to be
grown out of doors, the other thing is, is that
t hose agricultural |andscapes provide so nany
ot her ecosystem goods and services and soci al and
econom ¢ benefits that you're just not going to
get .

So it's not sinply about agricultural,
you know, product and dollar value. It's -- it's
all those other things that well-nmanaged
agricultural |and can provide as well.

MR. HANNON:. Ckay. Thank you.

THE CHAl RVAN: M. Perrone.
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MR. PERRONE: Thank you, M. Chairnman.
Just one or two final things on the
reclassification topic.

Goi ng back to that response nunber 18,

t he Departnent of Agriculture notes that there's
possible reinterpretation as inportant farm and
soils.

Wth stone renpval is it al so possible
to be reclassified as a prine farm and soil ?

THE W TNESS (Kol esi nskas): Yes, that is
possi bl e, that sonme of the areas of Paxton soils,
it certainly could be classified so that they
woul d be considered prinme farm and, not just be
statew de inportant or locally inportant.

MR. PERRONE: As far as reclassification
on inportant or prine, would that depend on the
concentrati on of stones renaining?

THE W TNESS (Kol esinskas): That is
correct. So one would be, you know, was -- wasn't
initially napped correctly, and then have
sufficient surface stones been renoved? So it's
no |l onger a barrier to agricultural production,
specifically plow ng.

And if that is the case then they

would -- would be reinterpreted as prine farm and
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soils. O if they were at, you know, areas that
may be nore sloping, 8 to 15 percent sl opes woul d
be statew de inportant rather than prinme farn and.

MR. PERRONE: Thank you very nuch. |'m
all set.

THE CHAI RVAN: | have a few questions.
If for whatever reason this project would not go
forward, does not go forward, the sol ar project,
what guar antees can | guess your depart nment
provi des that these | ands woul d not be
subsequent |y devel oped for sone ot her
nonagri cul tural use?

THE W TNESS (Kol esinskas): Well, | nean
the -- the areas of fields, there it's certainly
possi bl e that the | andowner could apply for one of
t he conservati on easenent prograns and a
partnership that could possibly include the State
of Connecticut -- may be interested in purchasing
or getting a donated easenent on a portion of the
property.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Ckay. You need a willing
| andowner ?

THE W TNESS (Kol esi nskas): Correct.

The easenent prograns are voluntary.

THE CHAI RVAN.  Are you aware of the
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current zoning on the project area? It's in the

record.

THE W TNESS (Kol esi nskas): Yes, it's in
the record. | renenber reading it, but | don't
recall specifically what it -- what it's zoned.

And t hough, | do know that |ike many
communities, New MIford does have a variety of
tools such as you would be able to use, you know,
a conservation subdi vision or cluster devel opnent
concept. So that there are areas of forestl and,
wet | ands, farm and that could be protected if it
were to be devel oped into sone other use.

THE CHAIRVAN:  It's a sonewhat
Interesting history of the current zoning and the
current proposed developnent. | won't go into
that detail. |'mnot an expert and that would

probably be a question for the Town when we get

t here.

But as | have read it, it's for a rather
I ntense residential developnent. | believe the
proposal was -- and at | east the zoning woul d

all ow, but the site plan was ultinmately deni ed,
the final site plan. So | think it was sonething
| i ke 500 housing units on this, this property.

So I'"'mhaving a little troubl e bal anci ng
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your theoretical -- somewhat theoretical answer
that, yes, the | andowner could apply to X, Y, and
Z. They're fromthe Town or fromthe Departnent
of Agriculture. And the fact that it's presently
zoned -- and | believe if I'mnot m staken the
property is owned by a bank. So I nmean, | think
one of the things we really have to | ook at is,
what is realistic?

And | think we really need -- if this is
really contrary to protecting green fields do we
have any real opportunity to protect them given
that, one, we need a wlling property owner and,
two, we have existing zoning regul ati ons?

THE W TNESS ( Kol esinskas): Well, you
know, part of it is in a capitalist society what
will the market bear?

There's certainly a nunber of farners
that | know that have purchased | ands that
devel opers and banks either were no | onger
interested in, or that there wasn't the market
or -- and there have al so been many conservati on
properties that have al so been protected that have
been purchased from devel opers and from banks
because the market wasn't there for the product.

And of course as we know, just because
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sonething is zoned a certain way it doesn't
necessarily nean that's ultimtely, you know, the
way that it's going to end up bei ng devel oped.

But | understand your point. | think we
can do better than we're doing in the State as it
rel ates to how we approach devel oping a | arge
parcel, whether it's residential, solar.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Does t he Departnent of
Agriculture, can they actually own property and
then lease it to farners?

THE W TNESS (Kol esi nskas): Yes, they
can and they do.

THE CHAI RVAN:.  They do. | hope you're
doing better in the budget that npbst agenci es.

So again, following up on M. Lynch's
question, when this property was rezoned, which |
t hi nk was around 2005 -- that was the first.
Again, this was material that's been provi ded and
t hen subsequently, obviously to a fairly, you
know, intensive residential use.

Did the Departnent of Agriculture
testify at that hearing? Appear at that hearing,
send anything witten? Because that was a maj or
change on land that's -- so |I'mtestifying again.

VWl l, answer the question and then maybe
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Il have a foll ow up.

THE W TNESS (Kol esinskas): | -- 1 do
not know that they did or they didn't. And though
it's, you know, it would be unlikely for the
Departnent of Agriculture to go and testify at
i ndi vi dual planni ng and zoni ng hearings on a
parcel devel opnent unless it were directly
I mpacting a piece of protected farm and t hat
was -- that was adjacent, or if soneone were
m stakingly trying to develop a piece that had
been protected with an easenment by the Depart nent
of Agricul ture.

THE CHAI RVAN: It get back -- | won't
bel abor it, but it gets back to the question of,
why are you here then? Wiy are you testifying
now and forgetting -- | nean, the issue you
rai sed, unless you want to chal |l enge, subsequently
Is a noot issue because the Council has already
ruled on the procedural issue.

So to nme, why is this any different in
i nportance than if the Town or sone property owner
on a | arge piece of property -- this is a large
pi ece of property -- wanted to rezone it to a use
that, as far as ny understandi ng, could not revert

back to agriculture if it was devel oped?
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So I"'mjust trying to figure out why now
and not then, and also if you could give ne
speci fic exanpl es of where you have a major piece
of the property. Testify.

|'"mnot saying it's wong for you to do
it. I'mjust trying to understand, again given
that the procedural i1issues are no | onger, you
know, before us, at least in our view. Wy you're
maki ng this exception when, as far as | know, we
don't even know if these soils are those category
because no one has checked the stones or whatever
it is.

Sol'dreally like to get a better
under st andi ng because this is -- |I've been on the
Council for a nunber of years. W've never had
solar, but |'ve never had anot her state agency --
and it's fine for you to appear, but |'ve never
seen this. I'mtrying to really get a sense of
why.

THE W TNESS (Anderson): 1'll sound |ike
a broken record, but we got into this sinply
because it's a project that's greater than
two negawatts, and it's on -- we believe that it
materially affects our prine farnm and potentially.

I mean, we have it froms Kip's authority that
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this is prime farm and and we suspect that's where
it would fall if it was surveyed properly.

And so that's why we're here. It's
really quite sinmply because of 17-218. W think
the statute applies. And |I know that since then
you've said that it doesn't, but that was our
position going into this, and that's our position
NOW.

So that's -- that's it. Sorry if I
sound |i ke a broken record.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Ckay. No, that's fine.
You're saying -- and | won't bel abor that part of
it. You' re saying then w thout question that this
Is prinme agricultural land. That's what you just
sai d?

THE W TNESS (Anderson): W believe if
it was surveyed, and I'll let Kip speak to it, but
| think he's going to say that we believe that if
it was fully surveyed in the way that Kip is
explaining that it should be, that it would
probably come up as prine farmand. | -- | can't
say because --

THE CHAI RVAN:  Ckay. That's fine. |
don't want to go on because | have -- and just

again this is froma layman's standpoint. |If it's
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forested -- because | saw this and | thought it
was i nteresting, but analysis of how you can -- or
maybe it can reconvert forest back into

agricul tural | and.

Is that sonething that's an objective of
the Departnment of Agriculture, to take a forested
| and and convert it into agricultural |and? I
mean, you gave us a process --

THE W TNESS: Yes, it is. Ri ght . In
the | ate 1800s, sonething like 75 to 80 percent of
Connecticut was cleared and used for agricul tural
pur poses.

And so it's through a variety of reasons
that a lot of it went back to forested or went
i nto devel opnent. And though, there's a
significant portion of it that were excellent
soils that have reverted back, and because we have
a deficit of agricultural land in the state, or in
the heart of the marketplace within just two hours
of Connecticut, there's, you know, mllions and
mllions of people and custoners that there's a
huge need for agricultural | and.

So there's -- the Departnent of
Agriculture has a farnm and restorati on program

which offers a cost share for people to bring | and
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back into production. And so there have been
several thousand acres that have been restored
back into agricultural |and.

So it is possible done very carefully to
cl ear invasive and brushy areas and woodl and
and -- and use it for cropland as well as other
forms of agriculture that are using the forest as
part of agricultural activities wth specialty
crops and limted grazing and sone of those other
ki nds of agricultural activities.

So we have -- we have a list of the
Connecticut Farm ink of over 400 people |looking to
farmin Connecticut, but they can't get access to
| and.

THE CHAI RVAN: Do you know -- this gets
to muni ci pal zoning. Do you know of any towns
t hat have zoning categories specifically to
preserve/ maintain agricul tural |and?

THE WTNESS: Well, of course there's a
nunber of towns that have been very active in
under st andi ng agriculture is an inportant part of
their community. |In partnering with the State,
particularly with the community farns program
which are for protecting snaller parcels wth

wlling | andowners, as well as with |l and trusts,
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as well as with the federal governnent.

So there are many towns that have
participated in protecting farm and. There are --
| believe that Suffield and -- there are a couple
of other towns that specifically have a speci al
zoni ng category for protected farm and, farn and
that's been protected with an easenent so that it
gives it additional protection from nui sance
conplaints and from conpeting | and uses that are
near by.

So -- but we don't have, you know,
agricultural districts or sonething |like that that
t hey have in New York or Pennsylvania, or parts of
the Mdwest. But -- and towns have additional --
t here are a nunber of towns that have additi onal
pl anni ng and zoning tools, whether it's tax
abatenents or tax, taxing, tax credits or special
right-to-farmlaws that they've approved as well
to protect and enhance agricul ture.

THE CHAI RVAN.  Ckay. | think that's all
| have. There's other questions, but that wll
have to wait until you testify at the other
heari ng where you presented prefiled coments,
which that's a separate petition. So we'll have

to wait for that one where you did sonme bal anci ng
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of agriculture versus renewabl e, the inportance of
renewabl e, which | thought was interesting.

But we'll have to save that for another
day | guess.

M. Lynch?

MR. LYNCH: Just a point of
clarification. Wen you tal k about protected
| ands, farnl ands, whatever that the towns do,
woul d that fall under the unbrella of open space?

THE W TNESS (Kol esinskas): | don't |ike
to use the term "open space.” | prefer to talk
about what it's being used for. So | would say
that land that's protected wth an agricul tural
conservati on easenent which we would call a
wor ki ng | ands easenent is specifically so that it
can be used for agriculture and for agricultural
econom c activity.

But sone towns, you know, may include it
in their open-space plans, or plans of
conservati on and devel opnent as open space.

MR. LYNCH. Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN: M. Levesque, do you have
any?

MR, LEVESQUE: Sur e.

Wien t he Chai rman asked about
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alternative supportive sites for solar power,
woul d you prefer that the solar panels be
along the -- off sone of the extensive

ri ghts-of-way owned by DOT instead of agricultural

| and?

THE W TNESS (Kol esinskas): | think that
that's certainly sonething to consider. | realize
that it's, you know, they're relatively snmall, but
I think that there are all kinds of -- and that

t hose are disturbed soils and with providing
limted ecol ogi cal function.

So | would certainly prefer to see sone
of those areas, you know, little cloverleafs,
right-of-ways | think have the potential for sol ar
arrays.

MR. LEVESQUE: And you see the nany,
many mles of sound barriers they have, which can
be where you can nount a | ot of solar panels and
maybe even private industry would be interested in
usi ng that space that's already disturbed, or the
w de nmedi ans where it's safe?

THE W TNESS (Kol esi nskas): And we have
a lot of our industrial parks and industrial areas
t hat have huge anounts of |awn that have -- that

need to be naintained and aren't really providing
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ecol ogi cal function either -- would be potenti al
areas, and there's a lot of -- lot of acres in
bet ween those industrial buil dings.

MR, LEVESQUE: Thank you, M. Chairman.

THE CHAIRVAN. M. Silvestri?

MR. SILVESTRI: This m ght be beyond
your database, but I'mgoing to ask it anyhow.

Farns have barns. Farns have silos. Do
you have any sense of how many farms in
Connecticut are actually using solar power or
ot her types of renewabl es?

THE W TNESS (Anderson): Yeah, it is
beyond our database. | think the person who has
ki nd of the best fix on that is Connecticut Farm
Ener gy, Amanda Far go- Johnson at Connecti cut Farm
Energy. She's got a real good fix on the projects
t hat have conme through on individual farns.

And you know, so that's where I'll have
to leave it. W can probably get that information
fromher for you if you wanted, what she has, but
it's up to you.

THE CHAIRVAN:  We'|l |l continue with the
Cross-exam nation by the petitioner.

MR MCHAUD: Can | just have a couple?

THE CHAI RVAN:  You can ask whatever you
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want .

MR. M CHAUD: Ckay. Thank you.

You didn't file any prefiled testinony
in this proceeding. D d you?

THE W TNESS ( Anderson): No.

THE W TNESS (Kol esinskas): No, we did
not .

MR. M CHAUD: Can you explain to ne why
you did not?

THE W TNESS (Kol esi nskas): | think that
it was, you know, as far as trying to nmaximnm ze
the -- the resources and tine that there was
anot her project that had a nuch nore significant
I mpact on prine farm and and agricultural, on the
agricul tural community.

So that because of the interest, as
Steve explained, in feeling that we thought that
agricultural and prine farm and soil needed --
needed a voi ce and not a waiver that -- to be
listed as a party. But again, because of this,
the tinme commtnent of putting our resources
towards a different project.

MR MCHAUD:. And is it true that you
didn't submt to Candl ewood Sol ar any

Interrogatories in this proceedi ng al so?
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THE W TNESS (Kol esinskas): Only as
relates to fromthe -- fromthe Siting Council.
But as far as the departnent submitting any to
anyone el se? No.

MR M CHAUD:. Ckay. So how did you
formul ate your case today?

THE W TNESS ( Kol esi nskas): W responded
to the interrogatories fromthe Siting Council.

MR MCHAUD: And is it true if 17-218
was never enacted by the Legislature you woul dn't
be here today? 1|s that correct?

MR. BOANSZA: May | object to that?
Isn't that not kind of specul ative?

MR MCHAUD: | believe it's a simlar
question that was asked by a nenber of the
Counci | .

THE W TNESS (Anderson): | can't -- |

can't say for certain, but | would have to say

probably not. W -- we haven't been involved in
other -- other hearing -- | don't know of any that
we were involved in before then, but | don't know
for sure.

MR M CHAUD:. Ckay. Thank you.
That concl udes ny questi ons.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you. The Town of
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New M | f or d.

MS. RIGDON: Good afternoon. Rebecca
Rigdon. |I'mthe Town Attorney for the Town of New
MIlford. | just have a couple quick questions.

We' ve heard some testinony today that
soil may be brought into the site, that they would
use what they can, but they may al so bring soil
I n.

What effect, if any, would that have on
when this project is decomm ssioned and turning it
back into a farm and situation?

THE W TNESS (Kol esinskas): Well, again
part of it would be dependi ng on, you know, what
the soil that was brought in is being used for and
what the quality of that soil is. You know,
certainly is it free of contam nants? Wat's the
texture and the structure? Howit's being
appl i ed.

So certainly I would encourage in any
siteis totry to do as little soil disturbance as
possible to m nimze the grading and the trenching
as nmuch as possi ble and not have it to rely on
bringing in soils from-- fromoffsite.

So again, it would depend on what the

soils are, howthey're treated, how they're
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applied, and how -- how useful they m ght be as
part of an agricultural soil in the future.
M5. RRGDON:. So the soil that could

potentially be brought in could bar a future

agricultural use. |Is that your testinony?
THE W TNESS (Kol esinskas): If it's
not -- if it's not a quality soil and, say, if it

were, you know, a very clay soil that was applied
when it was wet, and that nmay actually not

i ncorporate well into the existing soils on site,
and you know, be a barrier to roots or plant
growh in the future.

M5. RIGDON. Ckay. And we've also heard
sone testinony that this is a bank owned property.
Has your departnent in the past worked w th banks
to conserve these types of properties? Are banks
willing to put conservation easenents on their
properties?

THE W TNESS ( Kol esi nskas): Yeabh,
woul d say banks -- as far as | know |I'm not
famliar with any projects where through the
Departnment of Agriculture that a bank has applied
directly for a project and there are -- certainly
banks have been a conponent because there are

certainly a nunber of properties that have been
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protected wth agricultural easenents where the --
there's a nortgage. And so the banks have to be a
willing partner in that process.

M5. RIGDON:. Ckay. And one | ast
question. In all the information -- and |I'm new.
I*ve only been town attorney for a nonth. So |I've
been trying to get caught up with all of you.

There's been a | ot of public need
| anguage used. Can you tell me in terns of public
need, is there a greater public need for
agricultural land, or do you believe in your
opinion there's a greater need for solar projects?

THE W TNESS (Kol esinskas): [It's not an
either/or. It can be an either/or. It's not an
answer abl e question. There's not enough rel evant
facts.

The reality is we're all working towards
sustainability to be able to stay on this pl anet.
So as a conponent of that we know that fossil
fuels are not a renewabl e resource, that renewabl e
energy source is -- is solar. And though, you
know, we all eat every day. So we know that we
need to have sustai nable agriculture as well.

So to decide that agriculture and prine

farmand soils -- prine farml and soils are not --
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there's |l ess than 3 percent of the planet that's
capabl e of grow ng our food. So why would we
squander those resources on sonethi ng when there
are ot her places that we can do different kinds of
devel opnent scenari 0s?

So we need to be thinking very carefully
about what we do where, just the sane as, you
know, wetl ands that we know t hey have a very
i nportant function and agricultural | andscapes do
as well. So it's nore of deciding what's an

appropri ate use where and of what quantity. So we

need bot h.
M5. RIGDON: No further questions.
THE CHAIRVAN: | will follow up that
question at the other hearing -- well, let ne

just, since it was posed. Everybody is |aughing,
but I can't resist. It is ultimtely, anong other
t hi ngs, one of the key questions.

So if -- and you know, we have a nunber
of ifs. You know, if the zoning is changed or if
t hey get a conservation, easenent, but if for
exanple this project were to go forward and if the
applicant were to use all the best practices when
it cones to preserving the soil and m nim zi ng

the -- having |large tractors, which al so happened
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to also traverse farnl and, but you know, all those
things either didn't bring in any new soil or nade
sure that it net all the highest standards, could
t hat property after 20 years, if the
decomm ssioning was all done correctly, revert to
agricultural |ands?

| think you say that in your other --

THE W TNESS ( Kol esi nskas): Yeabh,

woul d say, yes, it certainly could. | guess that
part -- part of the issue, again as it relates to
access to the farmland, the fact that we -- we

have a deficit.

So that you know, every tinme we | ose
farm and, because basically, yes, maybe, it may be
farmable in 25 years, but that's 25 years that
t hose acreages have now been avail abl e to sonebody
to farm So there's -- there's that issue.

And t hen again, depending on if --
dependi ng on how that soil has been treated it may
be suitable for sone kinds of agriculture. Maybe
not for others, but yes, in theory. Yes, it could
be that in 25 years that it could be, when it's
avai l able for agriculture, that it could be used
for agricultural purposes, and though it's been --

hasn't been available for 25 years for sonebody to
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use.

THE CHAI RVAN.  Okay. So then the
flipside of that, if -- and sonebody had that
great quote in one of the hearings fromHllel the
Elder. If not now, when? What about in the case
of our clinmate?

If we don't collectively -- and this is
atiny, tiny piece of that collective -- do
sonething now, in 20 years can we reverse the
greenhouse gas? Are we going to be able to
reverse that, whatever it is, the fraction of
a percent increase in tenperature?

THE W TNESS ( Kol esi nskas): Well
climate change is already here. So --

THE CHAI RVAN: That's not what | asked.

THE W TNESS ( Kol esi nskas): And we need
to do both. So agriculture is part of the
mtigation and adaptation to climate change. It's
not separate from

So just |like we need to have renewabl e
energies, agriculture can store carbon, that
havi ng food grown cl ose to where people live
reduces the nunber of food mles. It's shown that
there's less -- less food waste with agriculture

closer to where people live. And again as far
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as -- because nost of our farns are only -- are
only a portion of active productive | and, they
al so have -- they have wetl ands. They have
habitat. They're storing groundwater.

So they're providing a | ot of other
functions that are really inportant as it rel ates
to clinate change mtigati on and adaptati on as
well. So we need to do both. [It's just where and
of what size is appropriate. W're the fourth
nost densely popul ated state in the country. So
size matters of, you know, of a |and-use change.

THE CHAI RVAN.  One last thing. You are
aware that the applicant is proposing to
preserve -- and | assune nore than 20 years -- a

hundred acres as part of mtigation? You re aware

of that?

THE W TNESS (Kol esinskas): | did see in
the -- on the Siting Council site a map, but |
wasn't -- don't know, you know, if there was

actually any sort of |egal docunent that's been
put forward as far as | and protection and -- and
what the strategy is and what the -- as it relates
to any sort of managenent or decomm ssioni ng, how
that relates to a potential easenent or

preservati on project.
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But nyself being a cigar snoker, is the

t obacco i ndustry in Connecticut both shade and

broadl eaf still on a decline?
THE W TNESS (Kol esinskas): | would say
shade is definitely on a decline. | think that

br oadl eaf, there are sone people that are still

doing very well with -- with broadleaf. So there
is still a tobacco industry, but it's changi ng.
MR LYNCH: | told you it was a selfish

question. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Actually it's -- well, a
rel ated questi on.

THE W TNESS (Kol esi nskas): So just
to -- apparently that broadleaf is on the upsw ng.

Shade is on the downswi ng. Broadleaf is on the

upsw ng.

THE CHAI RVAN: M. Hannon?

MR, HANNON: Just to follow up on what
you're saying. |I'mpretty sure | know what the
answer is, but I'"'mgoing to ask it anyway. G ven

sort of two choices that you have agricul tural
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property here, whether it be here or anypl ace
else, if there's a chance of putting on sonething
li ke a solar project where in 20, 25 or 30 years
you may be able to reclaimthe property for
agricultural use, versus what the property is
currently zoned for in the town where it's a

hi gh-density use, which would you guys prefer to
see?

THE W TNESS (Kol esi nskas): Well,
think there's other choices besides that as well.
| think that's --

THE CHAI RVAN.  Answer the question.

THE W TNESS (Kol esinskas): | think
there's nore than, you know, there's a | ot of gray
area. There's not just a bl ack-and-white of one
thing or the other. | guess that | would say that
certai nly having sonet hing, knowi ng sonmething is
going to be protected wth a conservati on easenent
i f, you know, the soils and the hydrol ogy have not
been so disturbed that it's not going to be usable
for agriculture.

That it's not going to, you know, be
able to grow back a robust, you know, other kinds
of vegetative comunity. You know, | would

certainly say a conservation easenent woul d be
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val uabl e.
MR. HANNON: Let ne ask it this way.
Are you aware of any residential properties
whet her it be | ow devel opnent or hi gh devel opnent
t hat have been converted back to agricultural use?
THE W TNESS ( Kol esi nskas): Onh, yeah.
We have urban -- we have agriculture in every

town, in every city in the state. So there's, you

know, |'ve been down | ooking at agricultural |and
in -- in Bridgeport that's being used to grow
f ood.

MR. HANNON: These are sone of the snal
par cel s?

THE W TNESS (Kol esi nskas): They're
small parcels. So it's --

MR. HANNON: Local gardens?

THE W TNESS (Kol esi nskas): That's
right. So their ability to grow a | arge anount of
food is, you know, they're not grow ng huge
anounts of food. And typically they have to bring
in soils. They have to be very careful of
cont am nati on.

So it's much easier to grow crops and
have agriculture on soils that have not been

hi ghly di sturbed and with a | ot of hunan influence
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t han those that have.
MR. HANNON: But you're talking
typically very small parcels. The issues you have

to worry about are lead in the soils, things of

t hat nature that occur over tine. |'mtalking
nore like a larger project. | nean, |'mnot aware
of any.

THE W TNESS ( Kol esi nskas): Yeah. Well
right. Urban Gats in New Britain. | actually
have a friend that lives in Detroit and -- where
of course there's lots of vacant lots and she's
been buyi ng up house lots and farm ng them

And typically in sone ol der residential
areas where they just dug a basenent hole and they
didn't do as much soil disturbance as we typically
do, there's nore natural soils. It's very --
easier to bring it in, but again, there' s a huge
cost to deconstructing the house and the driveway
and all those kinds of things. 1t's always better
totry to and protect the best soils than -- than
have to restore them afterwards.

MR. HANNON: Ckay. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Ckay. W will now go to
cross-exam nati on by rescue Candl ewood Mount ai n.

LI SA OSTEN: W need to decline at this
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time. The counsel is not present, but we did
wite in and inform M. Bachnman that counsel would
not be present.

THE CHAI RVMAN:  We're not calling back
the witnesses. So this is really your opportunity
here. You should have nade sure your counsel --
because this --

LI SA OSTEN. W are fully aware of that.
W are fully aware of that, but w thout counsel
here we need to decli ne.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Well | nean, you don't
need an attorney. Do any of you -- a spokesperson
for the group? And you don't have to ask
questions, but we don't want to preclude your
opportunity.

LI SA OSTEN. W woul d appreciate at this
time that if you had any questions for us that we
coul d answer you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  No. You're going to be
cross examned at a different -- at a subsequent
nmeet i ng.

LI SA OSTEN: Yes, we are aware. Counsel
could not be here. W are aware. He did wite
I n.

MR. BOWSZA: Do you fol ks have any
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questions for us?

THE CHAI RVAN.  That's what we're trying
to ask.

MR, BOWSZA: |If not, that's fine. Just
maki ng sure you have an opportunity.

LI SA OSTEN. Could you give ne one
nonent .

THE CHAI RVAN: Sur e.

LI SA OSTEN. W do not have any
questions at this tinme, but we thank you very nuch
for the opportunity, and we understand.

THE CHAI RVAN. Okay. We appreciate it.

We're just going to go see -- you guys
are all set?

THE W TNESS (Kol esi nskas): Okay. Thank
you very much for the opportunity.

THE CHAI RVAN: W m ght even see you in
a coupl e days.

MR. BOWSZA: Looking forward to it.

THE CHAI RVAN:  You have a previ ew now.

So we're just going to go around to see
if any of the council nenbers have nore questions
for the petitioner.

MR. MURPHY: | don't have any nore.

MR. S| LVESTRI : No, sir.
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THE CHAI RVAN: M. Harder?

MR. HARDER | just have a few
foll owmups. Actually an initial question. The
system as proposed before us anyway, is for
20 megawatts. |Is that correct?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): That's correct,
yes.

MR. HARDER And you're contractually
obligated to provide that systenf

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): That's correct.

MR, HARDER: Has it always been, since
you initiated the devel opnent of this project has
it always been 20? O if not, where did you start
and how did you get to 207?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): | believe the RFP
required a m ni num of 20 negawatts. W could not
go less than that, but we could have gone hi gher
than that. W decided to stay a 20 negawatts.

MR. HARDER So you're in a position now
bef ore us proposing a 20-negawatt system You
can't go bel ow that?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): W coul d hi gher
than that if we had already bid it, but we did not
bid that. W bid a 20-negawatt project, but the

RFP -- there are two RFPs. One was a 2 to
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20-negawatt RFP, | believe, and one was
20- negawatt and above. W were in the 20-negawatt
or above response.

So the utilities required us to deliver
at | east 20 negawatts. That was their
requirenent. W coul d have nmade the project size
| arger, but we chose not to in the bidding.

MR. HARDER  But woul d any changes t hat
m ght be nmade or be necessary as a result of our
i nput or our requirenments, questions for -- from
anyone el se? Any other factors, would that
effectively kill the project? O would that just
subj ect you to penalties?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): | have to | ook at
the terns of the agreenment. There are penalties.
Whet her or not -- at what point in tinme we have to
pay penalties and the project is rejected I would
have to | ook at that, but the utilities all
recei ved approval fromtheir various regul ators
I ncl udi ng DEEP in Connecticut, the DPU in
Massachusetts.

For this RFP it woul d be two
20 megawatts or higher. And the power purchase
agreenent that we signed was not our power

pur chase agreenent, but it had been already
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pre-witten and approved by the regulators in each
of the states, and the utilities in each of the
st at es.

So we were -- we had to accept what we
were given. And during the negotiation phase we
had very little, alnbst no opportunity to change
t hat agreenent.

MR. HARDER  Ckay. Thank you.

A coupl e nore specific questions
regarding the site. The part of the parcel or
part of the property, | guess, that abuts
Candl ewood Mountain Road, is that owned by parties
i nvolved in this application?

The point I"mgetting to is the access
road. It's basically right adjacent to the
northern property line of that part of the parcel
that's adj acent to Candl ewood Mountai n Road. And
I*'mwondering for the person who lives in that
house I"msure it's not, you know, the best
situation in the worl d.

' mwondering if there are any options
avai | abl e, any possibilities of noving that access
road. | know that there's sone wet areas as you
start to go up in elevation. |I'mwondering if

there are any options, if you have | ooked at that,
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and if you have rejected them for any reason
I ncludi ng the presence of those wet areas?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): W have not. W
have not consi dered novi ng that access road, |
t hink, due to the fact that we wanted to m nim ze
addi tional disturbance. |It's already an access

way and, you know, we wanted to try to mnimze

going to -- in the other areas.
It may be possible to nove it. | think
that in ternms of where it goes up the hill from

the flatter part that would be also, in our view,
problematic to a nove because that woul d invol ve
nore disturbance. It's already -- it's already an
access way. W wouldn't want to have to nove and
actually disturb nore area since we can already
actual ly use that.

As far as where it goes across the open
field, I -- 1 would say it nay be possible to
adjust that sone, but that's where the opening in
the stone wall is, too. So |I'mnot sure that
there woul d be, you know, if you would have to
create another opening in the stone wall if you
were going to nove it.

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): The only ot her

thing I'lIl add, and you nmentioned this, but there
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is a wetland that runs just to the east side of
where the road goes up. So noving the road woul d
i nvol ve wetl and i npacts.

MR. HARDER. Right, and | assune that
was part of your consideration, but ny
understanding is it's not a conti nuous wetl and
across the entire, you know, eastern edge of that
flat area. There are breaks and | just don't know
i f those breaks would be adequate to all ow, you
know, an access road through.

| didn't know if you considered that at

all, and if you had, what your thought process
was.

THE W TNESS (Butler): | think
anot her -- another negative in that regards, if

you were to cut across the fields straight up you
woul d have to accommodate that slope that's now
taken out by a -- by a graduated ascent and now
you'd be facing -- you'd be having to nake a haul
road that would have to nake the sane el evation
change over a much shorter interval straight on.

MR. HARDER Ri ght, assum ng you went
strai ght up.

THE WTNESS (Butler): Oherw se you

woul d have to conme tangentially or at an obli que
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angle to the wetland and fill nore. R ght now
there's a high direct crossing there that's the
old Hol |l ow Road, the pre-existing Holl ow Road.
And so the attenpts to take advantage of that,
because sonmebody al so obviously consi dered the
change in grades there and that's probably the
best way to access it wi thout having a very steep
ascent.

MR. HARDER: Ckay. The next coupl e of
questi ons have to do with the fact that you've
made sonme changes. You've, | guess at | east on
the eastern side of the project, you' ve pulled
back fromthat wetland area, or because of the
changes in the panels and the separati on between
t he panel s you' ve been able to pull back on the
eastern side.

And ny question is, has that allowed you
to make any other adjustnments on the western side,
because sone of the panel | ocations proposed on
the western side were also fairly close or closer
to wetl and areas?

O is it the opposite? By pulling in
fromthe east are you pushing out any areas to the
west to allow you to still provide the sane

syst enf?
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THE W TNESS (Lindsay): W are not
pushi ng anywhere to the west. |In fact, | probably
oversinplified a little bit that we also are
pulling in the array on the southeast and the
sout hwest to sone degree.

There were sone steeper areas on the
sout hwest, and ot her panel nenbers can correct ne
if I get anything wong, but sone steep areas in
t he sout hwest where we al so pulled back the array
due to minimzing i npacts on potential habitat
areas there.

And al so in general on the southeast |
think we also pulled back basically to limt
the -- tolimt the disturbance to essentially to
the -- what is currently the open field, or as a
poi nt further, previously. So we pulled it back
t here, but we did not push anywhere. W only
contract ed.

MR. HARDER. Ckay. Was one of those
areas where you contracted -- | guess | wouldn't
think of it as the southwest. Kind of in the
m ddl e west near the corner that's fairly cl ose, |
don't know if it's wetland three or one of the
wet | ands because it juts out a little bit. And

part of that was fairly cl ose.
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THE WTNESS (Lindsay): | think we -- it
depends on if you're tal king about ki nd of
north -- further north on the western side, we did
not change that.

Wiat | was referring to was the corner
on the sout hwest side which is actually near
the -- the access road. That's where we pulled
back further. W didn't alter anything on the --
further north al ong the way.

MR. HARDER: One of the issues, | guess,
that concerns ne a little bit, | think it's
sonewhat existing in that corner area that we just
tal ked about. Your internal access roads at | east
on the draw ngs are show ng basically straight
shots directly down the slopes. It doesn't show
any turnarounds, which is one question | had. Are
you pl anni ng any turnarounds circles or anything
i ke that?

The other thing is | knowthis is an
I ssue that's a concern in various projects,
concerns of the DEP fol ks, the stormnater folks
wher e roadways are constructed strai ght down
slopes. Ooviously, it's a greater concern the
steeper the slope, but in these situations | ooking

at the drawings it raises that concern.
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And |' m wonderi ng, you said you have
made or woul d make changes in response to the
departnent's guidelines for stormmater control at
solar farns. How do you | ook at those issues,
especially your internal access roads were they go
strai ght down the sl opes?

You' ve got drai nage swal es or cul verts
on both sides going directly down the slopes and I
think in nbst cases at | east on the west side
ending at the top, and at the begi nni ng of sone
even steeper slope areas.

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): There is -- as
we' ve said before, there is a nei ghboring around
the entire array that allows for -- that actually
basically 60 feet to the -- fromthe edge of the
area di sturbance to the fence |ine, and then
there's another 15 feet inside the fence |ine.

So the array stops essentially 75 feet
fromthe actual end of the disturbance. So that
allows for roomfor the inplenentation of
stormnvater control neasures. | can |l et Rob speak
to it.

You know, that's sonething we have to --
we have to incorporate properly. | nean, it's a

good question, though, we need to address it in
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accordance with the requirenents that the

depart nent has.

MR, HARDER: | guess, if | could just
interject before you answer? | guess, part of the
thinking is -- and it gets to M. Silvestri's

question earlier about deluges. You know, we've
all seen sites where naybe the desi gned stornmater
controls that neet the letter of whatever the
regul atory agency is, but you have a good storm
and those pretty nuch go out the w ndow, because
you know, the result is a ness.

| think that's one reason why the
departnent devel oped its nore recent guidelines.
But you know, especially situations like this
where you' ve got a roadway, an access road unpaved
w th, you know, drainage on both sides goi ng down
a sonewhat steep sl ope.

THE WTNESS (Lindsay): | think it's --
wel | --

THE W TNESS (Butler): Yeah. No,
we're -- we still haven't revised the stornmuater
desi gn based on this new array layout. So we'l]l
consi der those when we're -- as we're finalizing
the site design?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): From ny
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perspective as owner of the site |I'm counting on
Anec to nmake sure that that doesn't happen. 1'11
be, you know, we do not want to happen. W don't
want to have a lot of erosion that's going to harm
our investnent in our project.

So | absolutely agree with you. W have
al ready asked them and they've gone in to neet
with DEEP. There wll be additional neetings wth
DEEP.

| think this is a -- you're raising a
very inportant issue and we have to make sure it
gets addressed so that everybody is happy with the
answer. We do not want to have erosion. |It's not
good for our project, period.

MR. HARDER: One | ast question rel ated
to the erosion and sedinent issue. There's
references in the petition to sedinent traps. And
maybe | didn't see it on sone of the draw ngs, but
| don't see any reference to actual sedi nent
traps.

| don't think -- in the text it talks
about traps ultinmately being elimnated or
referring to, or being changed to other control
nmet hods. There's a draw ng, | guess, of a typical

sentiment trap.
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But coul d you explain or naybe point ne
at drawi ngs where they are shown? You know, could
you explain if you're still proposing to use
traps? | nean, which to ne fromthe drawing in
there it | ooks like a typical sentinent basin.

But coul d you explain how you intend if
you do intend to use thent

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): So the sedi nent
traps would be used to get the runoff during the
construction phase fromno |arger than a five-acre
parcel, which is part of the requirenents that
DEEP has. The idea in trying to limt inpact is
once those sedinent traps are built then they
woul d be converted into sand filters for post
construction and water quality treatnent as well.

As | nentioned before, we did neet with
DEEP, as Jimnentioned. And we're preparing and
we're in the process of preparing anot her
subsequent set of draw ngs and submttal to them
that has all the required detail.

MR. HARDER: One final question and not
a stormnater question, but fromthe discussion
earlier about the fencing and your decision I
t hi nk you indicated you decided to extend the

fencing down to the ground surface.
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It sounded |i ke you eval uated both ways
of doing it. | guess you felt it was better to
exclude certain species. Oher applicants have
cone before us, and either on their own or after
di scussion with us have agreed that it's either
better or at |east not a problemto do it the
other way, to have a gap to all ow passage of
speci es.

Coul d you expl ain your thought process
there? Also why you think it's better, and others
you nmay think are, you know, worse? You stil
have a vi abl e project.

THE WTNESS (Butler): 1In this, the
rai sed fence configuration would work if you had a
very rigorous -- a nowi ng schedul e that was
I nfrequent and particularly cautionary.

But even if this fence were open it's a
fairly sizable array. As you're aware, if the
fence were open and aninmals could get in it's not
necessary that they would sinply use it to
traverse the | andscape. They don't go left to
right, east to west, north or south. So they may
spend nore tine in there, and then | think that
puts themin a hazard.

It can be done in both manners. You can
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have a raised fence that allows free access. And
for a smaller configuration that m ght have a high
desirability, but | think in this size, class, and
given the fact that we don't know that there's a
particul ar standi ng popul ati on of box turtles
there, the nore cautionary approach is what we've
adopt ed here.

Just exclude the adult ani mals by
allowing all the other related reptiles and snall
manmal s and birds and other wildlife, except for
medi um and | arge manmals -- will be able to
traverse the site and live in them But keeping
the box turtles, as | said earlier in nmy testinony
or oral testinony today, the adult |ife stage of
box turtles is particularly val uable for
popul ation stability and persistence, and that's
what we're targeting.

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Can | just add
sonet hing? So again, froman owner's perspective
I*'mnot an expert on wldlife. So we're relying
on experts who advi se us.

If the Siting Council's experts, or
DEEF' s experts and our expert all conme to an
agreenent on, you know, the best way to do it, we

don't care whether there's a space or there's not
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experts to advise us on what is the best approach.

MR. HARDER  Ckay. Thank you.

No nore questions, M. Chairnman.

THE CHAI RVAN: M. Hannon?

MR,  HANNON: Thank you, M. Chairman.
do have sone questi ons.

Who is the property owner, current
property owner?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): The current
property owner is the bank, Wells Fargo.

MR. HANNON:. Ckay. And the proposed
property owner, that's going to be New M| ford
Cl ean Power ?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): Correct.

MR. HANNON: Ckay. So for the

hundr ed- acre easenent or conservation area that's

bei ng proposed, that's sonething that woul d have
to take place after the purchase fromthe bank.

Correct?
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THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): ( Noddi ng
affirmatively.)

MR HANNON: |If New MIford C ean Power,
LLC, is the owner of all of this |and, has any
t hought been given that if this project goes
forward that at the end of the project naybe the
property be turned over to the Town or a | and
trust?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): | really
couldn't speak for New M| ford O ean Power on
t hat .

MR. HANNON: No, but | think sonebody
el se here is.

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): No, | don't
represent New MIford Cean Power. | don't know
what their plans are.

MR MCHAUD:. Can | speak with ny client
for two seconds?

MR. HANNON: Yes, pl ease.

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): | think the
answer is, well, we haven't tal ked to them about
it. But there -- there is a representative here.

| don't know that he's thought about it.
MR. HANNON: |I'mjust raising the

question to at | east have people tal k about it,
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maybe. Ckay. That was it on that part.

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): What we know for
sure is that we have to deconm ssion it, and that
we have to agree to zoning it from high
residential to two-acre zoning. That's what we
know for sure.

MR. HANNON: Understood. |'m having a
hard time wwth ny math today, so please bear wth
nme. Initially we were tal ki ng about 75,000 panel s
on the site. And now | think the nunbers are
you' re goi ng down to about 60, 000, give or take.

You're still able to get the sane power
out put as was originally proposed, the
20 nmegawatts. So just, | guess I'mstill alittle
confused on how you can physically do that because
it takes 75,000 panels to generate 20 negawatts.
How are you doing the sanme thing off of 60, 0007?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): W're -- we're
usi ng newer panels wth higher wattage per panel.

THE WTNESS (Lindsay): R ght. W!'re
using -- we've got a nunber of things to try to
get nore energy and neet the requirenents of our
contract but within a | esser space.

And so that involves a higher wattage

panel. It involves noving thema little bit
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cl oser together and it involves sone econon c
sacrifices on the part of the project.

MR. HANNON:. Ckay. So because of the
new panels that you're going with, that all ows you
to go fromthe 15 to 12 degree angl e and novi ng
t he panel s cl oser together?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): The new -- the
new panels are -- are not really different really
in size or configuration-wise. |It's the changing
of the tilt that can change a little bit.

It's a higher wattage, but it's the sane
sized panel. So it doesn't change anyt hi ng.

MR. HANNON: So you're getting the power
just by having increased wattage output? Ckay.

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): For the sanme
size. For the sane exact square feet of the
panel .

MR. HANNON: Understood. Thank you.

A question that | have for you based on
sone of this new information that cane in where
you identify the vernal pools in wetlands one, but
al so on one of the maps you're identifying the
sensitive archaeol ogi cal area.

Now by noving the panels further to the

west -- so you're creating nore of a buffer
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bet ween both the vernal pools and the
archaeol ogi cal area. Ws part of that done so
that they don't have to do any type of

ar chaeol ogi cal survey?

So this way by staying out of that area
it just makes it easier. |It's preserved.

Nobody' s bot heri ng you so you don't have to do any
surveys?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): 1'magoing to |et
Trish speak to this. There was a detail ed survey
done.

THE W TNESS (Foster): So the phase 1A
identified approximately 35 acres within the sol ar
array that had a noderate to high sensitivity for
pot enti al archaeol ogi cal resources.

So the phase 1B shovel test survey did
identify this one particular area that had the
potential for listing on the NRHP registry. And
the tactic we're taking is avoi dance and | eavi ng
t hat area al one.

MR. HANNON: Ckay. All right. Thank
you.

l"d like, if | can, to get a definition
as to what your definition of mnor grading is?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): Really in this
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case it just neans that we're flattening out sone
of the slopes that are greater than the

ten degrees that we nentioned earlier. So it's
not a significant, you know, big cut-and-fill job
or anything like that.

So the grading, really there are sone
| ocali zed areas that are steeper than ten degrees
that would require a little bit of gradi ng and
then there's the roadways, but other than that
there's not a significant amount of cut or fill.

MR. HANNON: Ckay. This goes back to a
question that was kind of raised earlier.

Peopl e were tal king about these heavy rains. |
nmean, | was just in the town on Monday. | think
they had 5 and half inches of rain, or

5.49 i nches.

So part of my question is, is there any
chance if you have rainstornms wth that much rain
and that type of intensity that will flow to the
| ow end of the panels, if you have a chance of
creating any type of rutting thereby leading to
potenti al erosion probl ens?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): W do sone
post-construction i nspections for sonme sol ar

arrays that Aneresco has had in service for a
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nunmber of years and we haven't noticed a
significant anount of drip edge erosion once the
vegetation is established.

MR. HANNON: Ckay. And if you did
noti ce sonet hi ng, what woul d be done?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): Typically
sonething |li ke a stone would be placed down at the
drip edge as to prevent the vegetation from
er odi ng away.

MR. HANNON: Ckay. This is just sort of
a general question. |In terns of how -- in walking
on the site you delineated the areas that shoul d
be checked for wetl ands.

And the reason I"'masking this is
because when we were wal king on the site -- and |
bel i eve you' ve got a northern portion. It's |ike
alittle square, the northern portion. Just a
little bit to the south of that when you' ve got
that 90-degree turn, in walking over in that area
and checki ng out the woodl and areas there was a
| ot of evidence of exposed tree root systens,
roots high to the ground and things of that
nat ur e.

So when you tal k about an 18 to 36-inch

water table |I'mjust wondering if some of the
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Woodl and areas woul d maybe be al so checked to see
If they had any type of wetland characteristics.
And based on what the trees or other vegetation
m ght be in that area -- or was it really just

| ooki ng at where there m ght be sone standi ng
wat er ?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): Qur soi
scienti st checked the entire site. So he
wal ked the site and then based on his observations
wal king it that's where he did his -- his soil
testing to define the wetl ands.

MR. HANNON: Ckay. So I'mnot saying it
woul d definitely cone out as a wetland area, but
at least it raises the question as to whether or
not anybody had gone out there and tested it.

And one of the things | think that was
asked at the last neeting is, were any nunbers
crunched to see if the roadways m ght have an
adverse inpact on the direction of stormnater fl ow
where the roadways m ght be intercepting the
stormnvater and diverting it away from wetl ands?

WAas anyt hi ng done on that?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): So we're still
in the process of doing that. | do recall you

mentioning that at the |last hearing and that,
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that's going to be incorporated as part of the
final design.

MR. HANNON: Ckay. So that's still
sonet hi ng you are working on. Because again, |
think that's an inportant question especially
given the greater significance of the quality of
the wetlands to the east of in this site.

Ckay.

THE CHAI RVAN: M. Lynch?

MR. LYNCH. | have a few questions,

M. Chairnan. | wasn't here this norning, so if
any of these things were discussed just let ne
know and 1'lIl read it on ny conputer.

But | want to start out with -- actually
my | ast question now becones the first because
t hen Agriculture nentioned brownfields. And at
the first hearing the public nentioned
brownfields. | know sone of the cons wth
brownfields, but | can't testify -- and | know
sone of the pros with brownfiel ds.

Can you gi ve me your assessnent why
brownfi el ds are not considered, or why they could
be consi dered?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Well, I'll start

and then I'Il let our environnental experts go.
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So Aneresco is one of the | argest sol ar devel opers
on landfills, nmunicipal landfills and we have lots
of municipal landfill projects with solar on it.
W' ve | ooked at brownfields which are
different than landfills. W have not made any
brownfield projects work nmai nly because of the
legal liability and the banks not wanting to
finance those projects. So we need to have a
state program which there is in Massachusetts.

We have to go through a set of hurdles

in order to get -- to not have the -- not own the
legal liability resulting fromthat brownfield. A
landfill is different. The municipality has the
legal liability. W can build on a municipa
landfill.

The other reason at this site is this
site requires a | arge nunber of acreage. W have
not seen landfills or brownfields of this size
that can be developed with this size of a project.

MR. LYNCH: Correct ne if |I'mwong, but
with brownfields hasn't that nediation al ready
been done to avoid any type of |egal action?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Banks are
conservative. That's all | can say. You know, we

go to the banks. W ask and they cone back and
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they want -- absolutely cone heck or high water
they don't want any possible, you know, | egal
ram fications fromit and they want it in witing.
Do you have any comrents on this?
THE W TNESS (Bukowski): From a
technical standpoint it can certainly be done. |
t hi nk, you know, it's really about the contract

I ssues and | endi ng i ssues that Jim brought up.

MR LYNCH: Sorry. | just didn't hear.
You faded at the end. | didn't hear you.
THE W TNESS (Bukowski): | was sayi ng

froma technical standpoint it can certainly be
done, but it's really nore of a bank issue, as Jim
ment i oned.

MR. LYNCH: Followi ng up on M. Hannon's
tal k about the new panels, the decrease in size of
the footprint. Technol ogy seenms to change every
few nonths or so. W're going on 20 years here.
So if newer technol ogy cones about with panels,
wth inverters, with transforners that can reduce
the size of the footprint on the property, but
gi ve you the sane power output that you just told
M. Hannon that you could get, would you do that?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): W could not add

a capital project to it in the future. |In other
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words, we're obligated once we sign the financi al
docunents to guarantee cash flow fromthat project
for 20 years, to pay for the -- the debt and
equity that's in that project.

So to open it up would nean soneone
woul d have to buy out the bank, pay off the | oan,

pay off the equity in order to invest additional

dollars intoit. In other words, we cannot nodify
that site because that site has collateral. |It's
collateralized to the bank and -- and they're

requi ring and expecting a certain cash fl ow based
upon the --

MR. LYNCH. But you al ready have
nodi fied it?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Once it starts
operating it's operating and that's as far as we
can -- we can't change it after that. It has to
deliver the cash flows in order to pay the bank
It's expected paynents, to pay for the principa
and the debt as well as the TechEquity partners.

MR LYNCH: Ckay. Now this is kind of a
few general questions. As far as security is
concerned and I'mthinking this cane up at the
| ast hearing fromthe public, too.

Wth regards to fire, | knowit's, you
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know, it's probably a very | ow percentage that you
could ever have a fire there. But if you do, are
you going to give any special training to the

| ocal fire departnent or first responders, you
know, with regards to how you deal with the type
of fire you're going to have?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): In all cases
right now -- we have a vice president of safety
and that vice president has directors and ot her
people reporting to himfor safety, because we do
quite a bit of federal government work on mlitary
bases. So we have a full safety protocol.

So for our solar projects we have that
safety head, or his people who report to himw |
neet with the fire departnent and they give a
whol e sem nar on how to respond if there's a fire.
So we already have a programset up and it's been
very well received by the fire officials.

MR. LYNCH. Just a followup to that.
Wul d the local fire departnent require any
speci al equipnent to deal with a fire at a sol ar
far n?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): To date that has
not cone up. There's been no -- it's not like a

hi gh-rise building or anything like that. So
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there's no -- no fire departnent has nentioned to

us that they need such equi pnrent and we have
projects of this size in other parts of the
country and it's not cone up.
MR. LYNCH. Just so | heard you
correctly, you are going to provide training?
THE W TNESS (Wal ker): That's correct.
MR. LYNCH: Now as far as storns are

concerned, they're concerned about the flooding.

But | noticed that in the recent storns in Florida

and Texas -- not the fires in California. That's

a different story. But | saw sone of the damage
t hat was done to sol ar.

And to ny surprise the panels didn't
coll apse -- and when they were hit with
projectiles which totally destroyed the panels.
Now ny question is simlar. W had high w nds
| ast night. That could have happened here.

How | ong would it take you to repl ace
t he panels that are damaged and be back up and
oper ati ng?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): So if | could
just give some color to that? So we've been

operating solar projects for nine years and nany

of these are on the coast. They have to w thstand
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110, 120 m | e-per-hour wnds. And we have seen
sone nor' easters that have been chall engi ng.

To date we've had no failures fromthe
w nds, but we have had failures when an HVAC unit
had -- a heating, ventilating and air-conditioning
unit up on a roof had it's covering cone off and
then hit the panels.

So when that happens we have to order,
we have to have someone go up, assess the danmge,
order the new parts, work with the insurance
conpany. It's nore than a nonth to --

MR. LYNCH: Just to stop you for a
second. Like |I nentioned earlier, when you have
anything, 85 to 115-mle an hour wi nds in your
wooded area you're going to get branches that are
flying through the air everywhere. And that seens
to be what happened nore or less in Florida, not
as nmuch in Texas.

And the pictures | saw, there was
extensi ve damage to these panels. So you know,
your base nay be able to withstand 115
m | e- an- hour wi nds, but sone of the panels are
still going to get hit by projectiles.

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): R ght, and
understand. And that's why | said that's --
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that's the only damage we've seen i s when

projectiles -- but howlong wll it take to
rebuild? It wll be site by site. 1In other
words, | don't know how rmuch danage it will be.

Soneone will have to go assess it. The
I nsurance conpany wll get involved. W'IlI| order
the parts. W'II|l get contractors out to fix it.
The banks will require us to -- and the utilities
wll require us to do it at the utnost speed, but
it will depend upon the anount of damage.

You' re asking how nuch tine it wll
take. It wll depend upon the anobunt of damage.

MR. LYNCH. | guess what ny real
question is, you know, you're going to be off
l i ne, and how |l ong are you going to be off |ine?
O is there sonething you can do, you know, to the
panel s that aren't danaged to stay online?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Are these string
arrays or central? Central inverters?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): They're central.

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): How many?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): Eight.

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): So it's broken up
into eight systens. So if all eight are -- in the

systens are danaged across the whole array it wll
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take, you know, nonths before we can get that back
up online. If it's only one area we can still
operate the rest of the array.

MR. LYNCH: And now as far as getting
the all owable full federal tax credits you have to
be up and operating by the end of 20187

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): N neteen, isn't

it? | think it's the end of '19, but we wl|
be -- we'll be -- ny understanding is that we have
to be substantially conplete, and we will be

substantially conpl ete by that date.

MR. LYNCH. Now ny | ast question is
goi ng back to the energency situation, whether it
be a fire -- or is there a vehicle or sonething, a
process in place that can turn off the
transforners and the inverters so that anyone
wal king or going within this, your property is
protected and they're safe?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Do you nean
ener gency peopl e?

MR, LYNCH: Yes. Just whatever is hot,
| want to nake sure it's turned off.

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Yeah. So just to
be clear, the enmergency responders wll -- wll

have the keys and the ability to shut off the
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inverters so that power is -- AC power is not
going out into the line.

But if it's sunny out the panels will be
live. So we have to train everyone about how to
operate around sol ar panel s.

MR. LYNCH. You antici pated ny next
question. Thank you.

That's all, M. Chairnman.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

M. Silvestri.

MR, SILVESTRI: Thank you, M. Chairman.

What was the wattage of the panels in

the original footprint?

THE WTNESS (Lindsay): | think it was
360.

MR, SILVESTRI: And the new wattage is?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): |'m assum ng
400.

MR. SILVESTRI: Four hundred. Could you
go | arger than 4007?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): W don't know
for sure. That depends on what happens wth
suppliers and what -- what changes they make. W
don't know for sure.

MR, SILVESTRI: Wiat |I'mlooking at, if
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you went fromone to the other and you reduced
your footprint, if you go to another higher
watt age out what's readily avail able, you' ve
reduced your footprint even nore?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): R ght. There's
not going to be a significant -- in the tinmefrane
that we have there's not going to be a significant
change.

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): | put a lot of
pressure on our engineers to try to get a higher
wat t age panel because | was very unhappy about
reduci ng what we had to do, about making the
changes that we nmade from an environnenta
per specti ve.

And they told nme that we coul d not get
ri ght now panels greater than 400 watts per panel
and be assured of getting that. Then there are a
few that are avail able over in China, but that we
coul d not be assured of getting them And so we
had to make a commercial decision to go wth what
was avai l abl e.

MR, SILVESTRI: Just a foll owp question
on the 400 watts. Was that also part of the
driver wiwth your change on the inverters?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): No. The -- the
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driver was a neeting that we had with Connecti cut
Light & Power to try to get the -- we had been
concerned that the approval for our
i nterconnection is now -- six nonths |ate?
Approximately six nonths late and we -- we were
wondering what's going on. And that's when they
i nfornmed us that | SO New Engl and was exerting its
authority, let's say, onto CL& and requiring that
| SO New Engl and wanted to have control over the
gener ati on.

And so what they're thinking is
if there's -- and correct ne if "'mwong -- if

there's, let's say there's a voltage drop in that

part of the region and they want -- so they'l|
want us to increase the voltage. |If there's too
much voltage they'Il want us to decrease the
vol t age.

In other words, they want us to act as
a-- to help themcontrol the voltage and supply
of electricity in that area and they' || have the
control over it. And so they wanted us to change
the inverters that allows themelectronically --
and we have to put in fiber-optic cable so that
t hey can have that control, to control our

i nverters.
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So basically that's going to be a
resource to make sure the voltage in that area
remai ns, you know, w thin whatever bounds they
want. But those bounds that | SO New Engl and wants
to control it at are outside of the rules and
regul ati ons that Connecticut Light & Power
operates w thin.

So there's a debate goi ng on between
Connecticut Light & Power and | SO New Engl and
about this type of control which we are not a
party to. But regardless, we said we woul d change
the inverters and we would -- and we did that.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you for that
expl anati on.

Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN: Ckay. That concl udes the
cross-exam nation by the Council. Next, the Town
Cr oss- exam nes.

M5. RRGDON: |I'mgoing to apologize in
advance because | think some of ny questions are a
little nore elenentary than others are asking, but
solar is alittle over ny head. So I'mtrying to
understand all this.

So | guess ny first question to the

panel would be, do any of you have experience wth
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the size of the project? Have you ever done
anything this | arge before?

THE W TNESS (\Wal ker): Yes, Aneresco has
done a project that we conpleted and it's
operating in Maryland that's this size. It's at
Fort Detri ck.

M5. RIGDON. Ckay. And what about this
sort of terrain? Have you dealt with this sort of
terrain before in building an array?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Yeah. Well
actually we've dealt with terrain that's nmuch nore
conplicated than this being landfills, but we've
dealt with all types of terrain.

So we've built projects privates al ong
t he Mass hi ghway, the Mass Pi ke, projects that
i nvol ve tree cutting, a project that was on a
cranberry bog that involved tree cutting in the
mud. So we've had a very w de range of projects.

Qur nost conplicated project was at
Logan Airport where we were on the air side and we
were told that if a panel flew off while we were
in construction and a jet was there, we just
bought a jet. So we don't face that type of a
proj ect here.

M5. RIGDON. Ckay. And again, this was
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before ny tine the Town, but in terns of the pil ot
agreenent -- and please correct ne if |I'm w ong.
So Candl ewood Sol ar, LLC, will be |easing the
property, but Ameresco will be basically funding
the project. |Is that correct?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Ameresco and its

financing entities will own the project. Ameresco
Wl operate and maintain the project for the life
of the project. The property owers will receive

a | ease paynent for our use of the |and, and the
Town will receive a tax paynment for our
participation of a project within the town.

M5. RIRGDON: So | guess ny question is
in terns of the pilot agreenent which speaks of
deconmi ssi oni ng and things of that sort,

Candl ewood Sol ar has signed onto that pil ot
agreenment, but Aneresco in and of itself has not.
But Aneresco seens to have the assets per se.

So the LLC, | don't know what its worth
Is. | don't knowif there are any assets for the
LLC.

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Big assets. It's
a 40-mllion dollar solar farm

M5. RIGDON. Ckay. So | guess ny

question is in terns of the pilot agreenent woul d
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Aneresco be wlling to sign onto that as well
aside fromthe LLC?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): No. Al of
our -- we have -- we've built $5.5 billion of
renewabl e energy projects. Al of the projects
that are financed have individual LLCs. So you
can go to the website and ook at -- we're a
public conpany traded on the New York Stock
Exchange, so you can |look at all the LLCs.

The financing entities that each one
finances, there they're financed as separate
corporate organi zations and -- and that's how
project financing is done and financed wth the
banks.

M5. RRGDON:. Ckay. I've also -- in
| ooki ng through all the filings, | have seen a | ot
about protected species. So the sliny
sal amanders, the box turtles. Have there been any
studi es about ot her species?

We have bobcats in New MIford. W have
bears. Has there been any study on the inpact of
t hose ani nal s?

THE W TNESS (Butler): No, there hasn't
been any study specific to nonregul ated or

non- wet | and dependent speci es.
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M5. RIGDON. And do you know, in your
opi nion, what inpact if any there would be on
ot her species?

THE W TNESS (Butler): You can specul ate
t he change i n woodl and character to a grassl and,
or solar panel with grass understory is going to
change the dynamics of the -- of the | ocal
ecosystem t here.

So animal s that are dependent on trees
are going to be excluded fromthe new area, or at
| east marginalized, but it's general -- anytine
you di spl ace a natural environment with a sonewhat
unnatural substitute you have a change in the
dynam cs.

As | have said before, this case is
different than a residential subdivision or a
commercial, or alnbost any other feature in that it
doesn't have any road traffic. It wll cause
ongoing nortality to the residents of the
perineter of this area. There's not going to be
vehi cul ar strikes.

There's not going to be aninmals captured
and drowned in the stormivater systens because
we're not going to have gutters wth deep sunk

catch basins and all these kinds of things where
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animals go in and where they can't cone out.

And so those other |egacy inpacts aren't
going to be associated with this kind of
configuration just because it's -- there's no
people there. There's no cars there. There's no
| andscaping there. There's no chem cals applied
for keeping your -- your |lawn green and your
hedges tall and bright. So it lacks all those
changes that is nore typical for a devel opnment of
this size or any size when it's got buildings and
aut onobi | es and parking | ots.

M5. RIGDON: Do we pose any risk to
abutting | andowners and pushi ng bl ack bear and
bobcats out of this area?

THE W TNESS (Butler): You say, risk to
| andowners. | thought you were going to foll ow up
wi th pushing themonto their |and. But you're
I ndi cating that pushing themout is the -- is the
questi on?

M5. RIGDON: Well, "pushing them" and
that may not be the right term but you know,

di spl acing animals so that they are going on
resi dences. So you're wal ki ng out your back door
and there's black bear or bobcat and | know t hat

that's already an issue, but do you think that
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this project wll increase that for people in the
area?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): | don't think we
studied that. W don't study that. So we're
requi red to study endangered speci es, not species
that are, you know, deer, let's say that are not
endangered at all -- and trying to find ways in
which to hunt them So we did not eval uate ot her
speci es except species that are protected.

M5. RIGDON: Ckay. Now in terns of what
I will call the access road. So how the array
woul d be accessed, we did hear sone questions
regardi ng Route 37 to Candl ewood Mbount ai n Road.
You know, that's the only way in, the only way
out .

Had you | ooked at any possibility of
connecting to Route 7?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): W have not
| ooked at that, at that detail. W're |ooking at,
you know, comng in if off of Candl ewood Mountain
road, it's an already existing access way.

M5. RIGDON: And again, this is so over
my head, but interconnection |lines, you know, |'ve
| ooked at the site maps. D d you explore any -- |

don't even know if any of this is possible, but
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there are obviously power |ines servicing
Candl ewood Road.

Wul d there be a way to tie into those
existing poles to get to where you need to go?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): W -- we are
configured so that we need to connect directly to
t he Rocky River Substation, and so that's what we
need to do. W can't do that by going out to
Candl ewood Mountain Road. And in fact, that would
probably be nmore disruptive to do that anyway.

But it's not -- we're running direct
connections to Rocky River Substation.

M5. RIGDON: Ckay. And with the
I nterconnection |lines where they are placed on the
map, is there any risk that they will be visible
from Lynn Dem ng Park, the | ake area?

THE W TNESS (Foster): I'msorry. Can
you repeat the question?

MS. RIGDON: The interconnection |ines,
when you follow the map down to Rocky River they
sort of follow the edge of Lake Candl ewood. So
our public beach is in that area.

Is there any risk that these lines wll
be visible fromthat public beach?

THE W TNESS (Foster): So along the --
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I'"mgoing to look at the figure. There is an

exi sting access road and it wll be visible along
t hat exi sting access road that's currently -- |
believe it's Connecticut Light & Power.

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): R ght. That's
Fi rstLight.

MR MCHAUD: FirstLight. So in terms
of seeing the interconnection |ines thensel ves,
and | know you spoke about hei ghts and hei ghts of
trees, is there a risk that people going to the
beach are going to be | ooking at these |ines?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): There's very
little visibility, if any. Mst of it runs
t hrough an area that wll be, you know, within a
tree area. There will be -- the poles won't be as
hi gh as the trees.

There's only a snmall section where it
cones onto the existing access road where it's --
| don't think it's going to be visible because
it's quite a bit lower than the -- than the | ake,
but it's not -- it's not conceal ed by trees.

In that area, and in fact nost of that
area you're at an el evation bel ow t he | ake.
There's an enbanknment there. So it's going to be

| argel y invisible.
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M5. RIGDON: | guess going to the fire
hazard issue, which is sonething else that's over
ny head, but what is the risk?

Is there a large risk that there could
be a fire at this site? Is it mniml? Wat
could cause a fire, | guess is ny question?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): There's probably
a greater risk of lightning causing a fire, a
strike. People -- we don't put these systens in
on rooftops and fields if they could cause a fire.
That would be a really bad event. So they're
desi gned not to cause fire.

M5. RIGDON: And have you in any of your
other projects dealt with -- New MIford is a
| arge town, but it's also a snmall town. We have
volunteers as first responders. Have you worked
with volunteer fire departnents in your training
before, or have they been in larger cities where
there's paid fire departnments?

THE WTNESS (Lindsay): Rght. 1It's
both. W've worked in |larger and snaller
communities. W've worked in a |ot of
communi ti es.

You know, | think the vol unteer

energency responders are just as able to, you




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

187

know, absorb and -- and nake use of the training
t hat we provide.

MS. RI GDON:  Ckay.

What about noi se? Wat kind of noise is
emtted once the array is constructed?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): The panels are
silent. The inverter -- inverter to transforners
will nake -- there is a humduring the day.

During the night everything is silent because
everything is off.

The noise levels -- and | may defer to
Anmec on this. There in the original petition --
and we outlined -- and in response to sone
Interrogatories we did sone outlining of what the
noi se levels would be. And really the noise
| evel s of inverters are, you know, on the order of
60 -- 60 decibels or so at naybe, you know, just a
few feet away.

And the array itself is going to be
several hundred feet fromany potential receptors.
So it's really not going to be -- we don't believe
noise is going to be an issue at all. It really
won't be audi bl e.

M5. RIRGDON: Ckay. And | think at the

| ast hearing we had spoken a little bit about
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her bi ci des and pesticides. 1|Is there any intention
to utilize those on the property?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): No. W don't use
her bi ci des or pesticides on any of our sites.

M5. RIGDON:. And goi ng back to
Candl ewood Sol ar being -- |easing the property,
the property owner or potential property owner,
have they commtted to this conservati on easenent
that |'ve heard testinony about surroundi ng areas?
Is that a conm tnent?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): Yes.

M5. RIGDON: Ckay. |Is there any risk
wWith the construction of this project to inpact
surroundi ng property val ues?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): We've built a | ot
of projects. W' ve never heard anyone tell us
that the property val ues nearby was, you know, was
In fact i npacted.

M5. RIGDON. Ckay. And you've spoken a
little bit about system nonitoring. Wat does
that entail? How is the system nonitored?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Al our system
is -- has what's called a data acquisition system
and the systemis instrunented. So all the

data -- well, there's two, a couple places where
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all the data goes to.

So sone of the data goes to Connecti cut
Li ght & Power and to | SO New Engl and so they can
have proper control over the -- that they want.

We al so get data, and so we're nonitoring it and
that data is comng to us constantly.

And we have an operation and mai nt enance
group that is, you know, evaluating and | ooking at
it and maki ng sure that nothing is going w ong.

We are al so happy to make that data
avail able to the community and it can be part of a
science programif they would |like. W can also
work to put it on a website for the conmunity.

And we woul d al so be happy to provide material s
that are integrated with it for teaching within
t he school s.

And | don't know the technol ogy that's
in the school, but it all can be accessed via the
Internet. And the data can be downl oaded by the
school s and they can run, you know, their own
experi nents about it's, you know, the weather is
goi ng to be sunny tonorrow. How nuch do you think
it will produce?

And anyway, so that data is avail able

for us. |It's available for the utility and | SO
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New Engl and and we can nmake it also available to
t he Town.

M5. RRGDON: So is there an actual --
and probably not caneras, but is there a visual on
this project, or just data comng in and out?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): There's just
data. W don't typically have nonitoring caneras.
We don't -- haven't done that, haven't seen the
need.

M5. RIRGDON: And in terns of
construction, fromthe tine construction begins to
the tine the project is finished how | ong do you
anticipate that period of tine to be?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): The construction

is going to be, we think, in stages because we

have to work around environnental. So we think
that tree cutting wll happen early in one stage
so we avoid -- remnd ne again the bats? |Is that

bats we're avoi di ng?

THE W TNESS (Foster): (Noddi ng
affirmatively.)

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): But the
construction in earnest will not start until we
get all the approvals including the

I nt erconnecti on approval fromthe utility, the
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Siting Council approval and any ot her approvals
t hat we need.

And our own -- | forget how long is our
construction?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): Approximtely
ni ne nont hs total.

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): N ne nonths total
and that the utility wll have it's own
construction, which will be out on Route 7, |
bel i eve, only Route 7.

M5. RIGDON:. Do we have an estinate as
to how | ong that construction on Route 7 woul d
t ake?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): | don't think
you'll see it. | think they're thinking drilling
underneath the road. So |I don't think it wll
af fect anyone.

These plans are still being worked on.

M5. RIGDON: Sure. Sure. Just an
estimate as to how |l ong the constructi on woul d
t ake.

Now in terns of other |ocations that you
i nvestigated | noticed that nost, or if not all,
of those |locations were in New MIford. D d you

expl ore any areas outside of New M I ford?
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THE W TNESS (Wal ker): As | nentioned
this norning, we did not. The |Iand devel opers
cane to us. They had been investigating
properties and we only had a very short period of
time in which to respond to this RFP by the tine
it was issued and the tine that we had to devel op
t he project.

So we did not have tine to, say, | ook up
in Maine or New Hanpshire or other states. So
this was the project that -- this was the | and
t hat cane before us and this was the project that
was devel oped.

M5. RIGDON: And | think there was al so
mention of the Century Brass parcel. D d you
expl ore that parcel?

THE W TNESS (\Wal ker): W did, and there
were two -- a couple issues. One, as Joe
nmentioned, at the tinme there was a PANDA proj ect
bei ng done there.

Two, the project is not -- the site is
not | arge enough for this array. And then there
was a wetl and i ssue.

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): R ght. There's
consi derabl e wetl| ands, too, which limts the --

the area that you can use at the site.
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M5. RIGDON:. What about abutting
property to that Century Brass piece? D d you
expl ore properties situated around it?

THE W TNESS (Li ndsay): W did not, no.

M5. RIGDON: Ckay. There was sone
mention fromthe Departnment of Agriculture about
soil conpression. Do you have any plans in place
to avoid the conpression?

THE W TNESS (Bukowski): The only areas
t hat woul d be actively conpacted woul d be the
access roads.

M5. RIRGDON: And this is probably just a
typi cal | awer question, but you tal ked about
liability issues with sheep and |ivestock.

What are those liability issues?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): | would |et
anyone chinme in who wants to, but they could, I
mean, sheep could get spooked. They could run
into the panels. They could, you know,

I nadvertently do damage. They could revert --
i nadvertently chew sonet hi ng.

And | think, you know, that's sone
specific things. | think it's also just the
unknowns in terms of introducing that into the

array.
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THE W TNESS (Wal ker): But the bottom
line is that -- because | think that would be a
great idea personally. | love the idea. | keep
asking, why can't we do it?

And we have to go to the bank. They
don't think like |I do, and there's just no way so
far. Hopefully we can change their mnd at sone
point in tine because | think it's a good idea,
but I'm not that good a sal esperson.

M5. RIGDON: What does the bank require
in terms of insurance for the property?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): W w |l have our
own insurance for -- the SNL required insurance.
| don't renenber the insurance anounts, but we
will be fully insured.

THE CHAI RVAN: M. Lynch has a foll owp.

MR, LYNCH. Could I just follow up on
t he i nsurance question?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): Yes.

MR. LYNCH:. Now does that include damage

and then liability, or just one or the other?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): |I'm not the
attorney. So | know that -- | know there's
I nsurance for danmage, you know, |ightning or

sonet hi ng happens. Consequenti al danmage, things
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that we cause we're on the hook for. Things that
we don't cause we're not on the hook for.

And non-consequenti al damages we're not

on the hook for, but that's the nost that | -- if
you have a foll owup question, | would ask an
interrogatory and |I'|I|l get our attorney to answer

t hat questi on.

MR LYNCH: | would think I woul d want
to have a liability policy, too, in case soneone
was injured. AmI| not correct?

THE W TNESS (\Wal ker): Yeah, we do. |
know we do, but the details of our insurance goes
on for pages, and | don't renenber all the --

MR. LYNCH: | just wanted to make sure
it was inclusive of everything.

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): 1t's inclusive,
yeah. As | said, we -- nost of our clients are
state, city, town and federal governnent and they
require the full --

MR. LYNCH: | know what the feds
require. Thank you very nuch.

M5. RIGDON:. Ckay. One |last question
and it's about box turtles which are, again over
ny head. But there was nention of a source of

nortality for potential box turtles on the
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property, which | understand the fencing is taking
precautions for now ng and things of that nature.

What about when | oggi ng and construction
trucks are present on the property? 1Is there a
risk for nortality there as well?

THE WTNESS (Butler): The way it's
proposed at the nonent is we will cut the trees in
t he non-bat season, or inactive mgratory season
and stunp the site and then isolate it so that
animals, prior to the security fence being
installed, animals in the periphery won't have
access to it.

That's probably the greatest liability,
Is you strip a site and if there are any box
turtles out there, they snell the denuded soil and
that's a great place for themto nest. And so
ani mal s may cone.

So that's why we want to sequester the
entire array field or any working, actively
wor ki ng area during the active season from box
turtles. So they don't -- it will prevent
animals -- fromit being an attractive nui sance
for animals that are in the vicinity.

M5. RRGDON: In terns of the fence

around the array -- and I"'msure this is in the
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materials, but not off the top of ny head -- but
how tall is the fence?

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): Seven feet.

M5. RIGDON: Ckay. Just because | get
into the attractive nui sance, you know, the
| awyerly concerns.

THE W TNESS (Lindsay): That is a code
requi rement.

M5. RIGDON: Ckay. No further
questi ons.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

M. Levesque, you have a foll owp?

MR. LEVESQUE: Just one question. You
ment i oned sonet hi ng about the value of the
project. Wat's the narket value of it?

THE W TNESS (\Wal ker): How do you defi ne
mar ket val ue?

MR. LEVESQUE: You said sonet hi ng about
$40 mllion?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): That's what it

costs to build it. So all the material, al
the -- all the workers, us being in this room you
nane it.

MR. LEVESQUE: And then -- but your

pil ot tax, your tax agreenent says --
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THE W TNESS (Wal ker): No, no. That
excludes the pilot tax agreenent. That's for it
to get to the point where we have an operating
facility.

MR. LEVESQUE: Sure, but your property
tax is going to be 75,000 in one year, the first
year ?

THE W TNESS (Wal ker): | forget what it
is. | don't have the schedul e.

MR. LEVESQUE: Yeah, that's on the
schedul e. Ckay. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:.  Ckay. Now | just want to
go through to see cross-exam nation by the
Departnent of Agriculture. |Is there anybody still

her e?

(No response.)

THE CHAI RVAN:  Cross- exam nati on by
rescue Candl ewood Mbunt ai n?

LI SA OSTEN. W thank you very nuch for
t he opportunity. Qur counsel couldn't be present
today. |If we ask questions w thout counsel
present he would have to resign, and we can't

afford to | ose that.
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He di d have good reasons for not being
able to be here today and we w |l have to decline,

al t hough we m ght ask you if we could continue

that at the next session -- which you may not
al | ow.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Well, | couldn't have
said that better nyself. There wll be -- so

anyway, thank you for your explanation.

We do our best to try to work this out
so everybody gets the opportunity, and we schedul e
t he neetings in advance. There are a |ot of
different parties and individuals. So we do our
best at our end.

So wth that said, there is another,
which | will get to shortly, Novenber 14th, which
we will have a continuation of the hearing which
we' || have the appearance by the Town for a
cross-exam nati on of the Town, followed by
appear ance of Rescue Candl ewood Mountain to be
cross exam ned by, you know, the various other
parties.

If, and |"'monly going to say if -- if
tine allows we will try to give you, through your
attorney, the opportunity. So that's an if, but I

would also -- it's alnbost a plea, because | know
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your attorney was very thorough, but if he could
be -- if you could explain to himthat a | ot of
cross-exam nati on and questi ons have been asked
and answered and the Chairman occasionally gets
grunpy when he hears things being repeated because
people couldn't nmake it, so -- so that's the best
we can do. We will do our best to, you know, to
prevent that.

MR MCHAUD:. M. Chairman, may | ask a
questi on?

THE CHAI RVAN: Sur e.

MR MCHAUD: |Is the petitioner going to
be required to bring our panel back on the 14th or
are we done for the day?

THE CHAI RVAN: My attorney does a nuch
better job speaking than into ny ear, then who
knows what cones out the other end.

M5. BACHMAN.  Attorney M chaud, yes,
woul d say your panel would be required to show up
on Novenber 14th, however considering we are
starting with the appearance of the Town at
11 a.m and then we're going to go to the
appear ance of rescue Candl ewood Mount ain
thereafter, then perhaps your panel could appear

at 1:45, the sane as was the Departnent of
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Agri cul ture.

Per haps they can take the norning off
t hat day, but certainly you'll want to be here for
cross-exam ning the other party.

MR. M CHAUD:. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN.  So did we sufficiently
answer your question?

LI SA OSTEN: Yes, thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  So the Council announces
that it will continue the evidentiary portion of
this hearing in New Britain on Tuesday,

Novenber 14, 2017, beginning at 11 a.m, at which
time we wll comence with the appearance of the
Town of New MIford foll owed by the appearance of
rescue Candl ewood Mountain, and if tinme permts
cross-exam nati on by Rescue Candl ewood Mount ai n of
t he appli cant.

Pl ease note that anyone who has not
becone a party or intervener, but who desires to
make his or her views known to the Council nay
file witten statenents with the Council until the
record closes. Copies of the transcript of the
hearing will be filed at the town clerk's offices
of New M I ford, Brookfield and New Fairfield.

And | hereby declare this portion of the
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heari ng adjourned. Thank you all and drive hone

safely.

(Wher eupon, the above proceedi ngs were

concluded at 4:06 p.m)

202
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CERTI FI CATE

| hereby certify that the foregoing 202
pages are a conpl ete and accurate conputer-aided
transcription of my original verbatimnotes taken
of the Administrative Hearing in Re: PETITION NO
1312, CANDLEWOOD SOLAR, LLC, PETITION FOR A
DECLARATORY RULI NG THAT NO CERTI FI CATE OF
ENVI RONMVENTAL COMPATI BI LI TY AND PUBLI C NEED | S
REQUI RED FOR THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTI ON,

MAI NTENANCE AND OPERATI ON OF A 20 MEGAVWATT AC
(26.5 MEGAWATT DC) SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAI C ELECTRI C
CGENERATI NG FACI LI TY LOCATED ON A 163 ACRE PARCEL
AT 197 CANDLEWOOD MOUNTAI N ROAD AND ASSOCI ATED
ELECTRI CAL | NTERCONNECTI ON TO EVERSOURCE ENERGY’ S
ROCKY RI VER SUBSTATI ON ON KENT ROAD I N NEW

M LFORD, CONNECTI CUT, which was hel d before ROBIN
STEIN, Chairman, at the Connecticut Siting
Council, 10 Franklin Square, New Britain,
Connecticut, on Cctober 31, 2017.

Robert G Di xon, CVR-M 857

Not ary Public

BCT Reporting, LLC

PO Box 1774

Bri stol, Connecticut 06011

My Conm ssion Expires: 6/30/2020
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