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THE CHAI RVAN: Good afternoon, | adies
and gentlenen. We'd like to get started. There
are a lot of you, so l'd like to start and keep
t hi s novi ng.

I'd like to call to order this hearing
of the Connecticut Siting Council today, Tuesday,
Sept enber 26, 2017, 6:30 p.m M nane is Robin
Stein. |'m Chairman of the Connecticut Siting

Counci | .

G her nenbers of the Council present are

Senat or Janes Murphy, our Vice Chairman;

M . Hannon, our designee fromthe Departnent of
Energy and Environnental Protection;

M. Silvestri; Dr. Klenens; M. Harder; and

M. Lynch.

Menbers of the staff present are
Att orney Mel ani e Bachman, our Executive Director;
M. Perrone, siting analyst; and Lisa Fontai ne,
our fiscal adm nistrative officer.

This is a continuation of a public
hearing that began at 3:00 p.m this afternoon.
Copi es of the hearing program and the Council's
citizen guide to Siting Council procedures are
avai l able for nenbers of the public sonewhere in

t he back, | think.
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This hearing is held pursuant to the
provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut GCeneral
Statutes and of the Uniform Adm ni strative
Procedure Act upon a petition from Candl ewood
Sol ar, LLC, for declaratory ruling that no
certificate of environnental conpatibility and
public need is required for the proposed
constructi on, naintenance and operation of a
20 nmegawatt sol ar photovoltaic electric generating
facility |l ocated on a 163 acre parcel at 197
Candl ewood Mount ai n Road, and associ at ed
electrical interconnection to Eversource Energy's
Rocky Ri ver Substation on Kent Road in New
M1 ford, Connecticut.

The petition was received by the Council
on June 28, 2017. The Council's |egal notice of
the date and tinme of this hearing was published in
the Danbury News Tines on July 26, 2017. Upon
this Council's request the petitioner erected a
sign at the entrance to the property froma public
road where the proposed facility is to be | ocated
so as to informthe public of the name of the
petitioner, type of facility, hearing date and
| ocation, and contact information for the Council.

Thi s afternoon nenbers of the Council,
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staff and public personally conducted a field
review of the proposed site in order to observe
firsthand the potential effects of the proposal.

Thi s hearing session toni ght has been
reserved first for the public to nake short
statenents into the record. These public
statenents are not subject to questions fromthe
parties or the Council, and menbers of the public
maki ng statenents may not ask questions of the
parties or the Council. These statenents w ||
become part of the record for Council
consi derati on.

A sign-up sheet is available for those
who want to participate. G ven the nunber of
people in the crowd, we ask you all to limt your
comments to three m nutes, and we have a system
there to |l et you know, so hopefully we can keep
t hi s novi ng agai n.

As a remnder to all, off-the-record
communi cation wth a nenber of the Council or a
menber of the Council's staff upon the nerits of
this petition is prohibited by |aw

I wish to note that parties and
interveners including their representatives and

W tnesses -- and especially, 1'll make note that
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one of the parties and interveners, | believe it's
Rescue Candl ewood Mountain. So if you're a part
of that group and you're represented by an
attorney you're not allowed to participate in this
heari ng. You have your representation at the
evidenti ary heari ng.

| also wsh to note for those who are
here and for the benefit of your friends and
nei ghbors who are unable to join us for the public
comrent session, that you or they may send witten
statenents to the council within 30 days of the
date hereof, and such witten statenents will be
given the sanme weight as if spoken at the hearing.

Agai n, we ask each person naking a
public statement to confine his or her statenents
to the subject matter before the Council, and to
avoi d unreasonabl e repetition so that we may hear
all of the concerns that you or your nei ghbors may
have.

And it's usually an exercise in
futility, but manifestations either in support or
in opposition just take tine. So if you could
keep your appl ause and booi ng -- nmaybe go outsi de.

Agai n, pl ease be advised that Council

cannot answer questions fromthe public about the
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proposal. A verbatimtranscript will be made of
the hearing and deposited at the New M I ford,
Brookfield, and New Fairfield Town O erks' offices
for the conveni ence of the public.

And we'll now start with the |ist.

A VO CE: Comm ssioner Stein, do we ever
do the Pl edge of Allegiance to the flag?

THE CHAI RMAN.  No, that's not sonething
we do customarily as part of our heari ngs.

A VOCE WlIIl, can we create a custom
and do a Pl edge of Allegiance to the flag, sir?

THE CHAI RVAN.  We're going to just
continue with the hearing. | don't really want to
get into a polem c about that.

A VO CE: Fair enough. Thank you.

THE CHAIRVAN: | will al so apol ogize in
advance if | mspronounce, and I'lIl ask each
speaker when you cone up to spell your | ast nane.

The first speaker is Pat Wl sh.

PAT WELSH: Thank you. It's with
respect and gratitude to the Siting Council that |
speak today representing views on the proposed
usage of our forest and our farm and on Candl ewood
Mount ai n, proposed as a sol ar energy pl ant.

Wi | e supporting solar and ot her forns
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of alternative energy strongly, it's
count er productive in ny view to clearcut over

70 acres of core forest in order to establish such
energy productivity. The |oss of our natural
resources is irreversible, and with the panels
extendi ng as close as 730 feet to Candl ewood Lake
and with vernal pools and natural habitat on the
property di srupted, the full environnental inpact
of such devel opnent renai ns unknown.

Several other areas in New M| ford woul d
benefit from pl acenment of sol ar panels. Sone of
the | ess productive properties |ocated on Route 7,
Danbury Road and with the old Century Brass pl ant
| ocation avail able we can gladly wel cone a sol ar
plant to New MIford as | ong as unnecessary
destruction is not a prerequisite.

As you have heard, Connecticut AB-1312
requi red an environnental study and sign-up by
DEEP prior to granting approval to the
construction of a solar site -- is now existing
| aw. The fact that Candl ewood Sol ar fil ed just
three days prior to the law going into effect
should not permt our core forests and farm and to
be exposed to the destruction of environnental

ecosystens which formthe nature and character of
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this property.

| npact of the sun on the proposed field
of solar panels will cause glare, and although
panel treatnent produci ng reduced gl are has been
prom sed, no clear inpact to Candl elight Airport
has been neasured or determned. Public safety is
at risk. The panels wll also be visible to many
New M| ford and Sherman residents, particularly in
the winter.

You' Il hear from experts at the
continuation in October of this hearing describing
the issues created by the placenent of sol ar
panel s on Candl ewood Mountain. Wthout answers to
t he environnental questions that have been raised
Congresswonan Esty and Senat or Bl unent hal have
both wi t hdrawn support for the project. They also
advi se that projects of this type are typically
nost successful when the comunity has reached
consensus, which is clearly not the case here.

There are far too many unanswer ed
questions and a high probability that sone of
those will remain by the tine we have the next
nmeeting. The |lack of foresight and detail caused
by the rush to neet deadlines has been established

by this proposal.
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It's appropriate to assune that tine
pressure wll cause just as much disarray if
construction and operation of the solar panels is
permtted. | appeal to the Siting Council to
require testing in the formof a ful
envi ronnental inpact study prior to permtting
this project to be considered for advancenents.
There are so nmany reasons to say no.

Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN: Thank you. Nancy -- is
it Saggese?

NANCY SAGGESE: Good day, everyone. And
t hank you for taking so nmuch tine to review the
facts for Petition 1312, Candl ewood Sol ar. Pl ease
say no.

Pl ease say no, no to the destruction and
devastation to the nountain. The existing
farm and and trees should not beconme a solar farm
period. | knowl've witten to you nany tines,
but we'd li ke to reiterate a few of ny concerns.

I am Nancy Saggese. | have a business
office and live in 195 Candl ewood Mountain Road in
New M| ford. M business is at 214 Candl ewood
Mountain, and | believe |'"'mthe only person who

has attended nost of the neetings that have gone
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on concerni ng Candl ewood sol ar.

I have seen the rush to get support of
this project wthout enough information or
di scussion. In ny letter of July 19th | spoke
about transparency. There were at that time 30

meeti ngs, and only one involved the residents of

11

t he town.

The great news is the core group got the
word out. Qur community is rallying and you are
here, and | thank you for that. If this were not

t he case today New M| ford m ght be sayi ng, how
did this happen and how did we not know about it?

My environnental concerns are many.

Noi se pollution, | was told there was no noi se,
and -- but inverters nake sone noise, and this was
rat her confusing. Regardless, | do know the noise

from 240 huge trucks going up a dirt path. Mre
noise with the trucks hol ding the steel hol ders
and the cenent will be great. This does not
i nclude the | ogging trucks which will be bringing
the mature tree tinber fromthe 70 acres of
forest.

| live 75 yards fromthis quaint path.

The noise will not only disturb nme as a person,

but it will have a negative inpact on ny business.
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Who will be responsible for that?

W1l Ameresco take on that
responsibility? WII they take on the
responsibility for the decline of the value in the
home in which I live, and those of other people on
the nountain? WII| they be responsible for the
runoff com ng into our ponds and our pools? The
dirt and dust from construction, to our hones,

w |l they be responsibl e?

My business brings in 5 to 10 t housand
tourists a year, many who eat |ocally, shop
locally, drink locally. Huge anpbunts of noney are
spent on the town from Candl elight Farms. |
support our | ocal businesses. | encourage guests
to do the sane. This project does nothing for our
econom ¢ devel opnent in town and is not consi stent
with this POCD.

Many of our businesses give back to the
community. This is what comunity does. This is
what comunity is. | get to enjoy the beautiful
trees and the wildlife that are on the nountai n,

t he beautiful birds, turkeys, ows, hawks, and the
singing that goes on in the nountains. At dawn
it's the birds. At dusk, the wildlife, the

coyotes, the wolves, the deer, the bobcats, the
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bullfrogs, the snaller creatures who |live
underground. They visit us often. W live in
harnmony. Their habitat needs to stay protected.
W1l Aneresco protect thenf?

Can a nonetary val ue be placed on that?
If the project has no adverse environnent al
i npact, what does? According to the resunes, the
two managi ng representatives from Aneresco, Joel
Li ndsay and Ji m Wal ker have not done a project of
t hi s magni t ude.

Their entire experience on the many 70
projects they have worked on in aggregate are
approximately the total of this single project.
Have any of the snall projects been on a nountain?
On top of a nountain has it's own set of issues.

Decomm ssioning is a huge concern. The
footprint, nmassive. What is today's cost to

decomm ssion this project, to bring it back to

farm and? And actually, | amnot sure how do we
restore forest. Do we have a bond that wll cover
t hat ?

I f Candl ewood Solar is no longer in
exi stence, if the panels are obsolete, or solar
panel s are obsol ete what happens? W need nore

t han good intentions here, and | know their
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intentions are good, but how wll the forest be
rest ored?

Thank you in advance. | know you vi ewed
this property and you agree that it's beautiful
property, and | thank you again for com ng.

And | apol ogi ze for ny gl asses.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, ma'am

Katy Franci s.

KATY FRANCIS: M nane is Katy Francis.
| have lived in New MIford ny life, nmy whole life
on 123 Candl ewood Mountain Road. |'mthe fourth
generation to live there. M great grandparents
cane from New York in the summers and then deci ded
tolive here. M hone | live in is where everyone
lived.

I have in ny 60 years seen a | ot of
changes in our town, positive sone, but one of the
best parts about |iving on Candl ewood Mount ai n
Road is that the forest is changing only in a good
way, its solitude, its beauty, its quiet. W have
br ooks. W have such a diversity of wldlife.

Sonetines | don't like that they eat ny
flowers, but let's face it, you know, a bear, and
a deer, and a woodchuck, and a wild coyote and you

nane it. W have themall, and | | ove that about
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I have been involved in nunicipa

governnent here. |'ve served six years on the
town council, and I'm hoping to be reelected for
another two. | spent over four years on the

pl anni ng council and the POCD, which Nancy
referenced, | was part of planning that.

I''ma business owner, nowretired. |I'm
an active volunteer since | was a Brownie in the
second grade. | care about this town a |ot.
Because | care about the town, all of our town, |
woul d argue against this if it was on anot her
beauti ful piece of wooded property sonewhere el se
in town.

The fact that | live here -- ny property
cones close to abutting, but I won't see it, but
"1l be inpacted by it. Al those wonderful
animals, where are they going to go? They're just
going to just nove on down the road and find sone
ot her pl ace where peopl e take such good care of
then? | |ike them where they are.

So I amnot in favor of destroying
80 acres of beautiful property purely for profit.
When the proposal cane in front of the town

council for the pilot programl| voted no. It cane
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up again. | voted no.
There will be no jobs for New M I ford
residents here. There is no need for extra energy

in this area. There is no shortage. Al you need

to do is Google it and you'll find that out.
There wll be no appreciable increase in
the tax that we'll receive supposedly to relieve

our residents of an increase. All of those nos.

| will say | hope that you, after seeing this
beauti ful property have an understandi ng of why we
say, please, you say no to ruining this forest
strictly for profit and gain. There are nany

ot her places where this could be put. It's all
about the noney.

Thank you very nmuch for comng to town
and taking the tine to see us, and for com ng
tonight to |l et us speak. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Paul El coni n.

PAUL ELCONIN: My nane is Paul El conin.
|"mthe Director of Land Conservation for the
Weant i noge Heritage Land Trust. So thank you for
t he opportunity to speak tonight.

I"'mwiting and speaking to
express Weanti noge's opposition to the petitioners

request for a ruling that no certificate of
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envi ronnental conpatibility and public need is
required for the proposed construction of the
20-megawatt facility.

Weant i noge, as do nmany of the people in
this roomand in the tow, fully supports the
devel opnent of solar and ot her renewabl e energy
resources, and believes that these energy sources
are vital to sustaining a healthy planet.

However, the utility scale solar facility by
converting farm and and i ntact core forest w thout
envi ronnental reviews threatens already at-risk

pl ant and ani mal species, habitats, water supplies
and the |iKke.

Weanti noge i s encouraged that the
General Assenbly passed Public Act 17-218, which
was effective July 1st of this year, to provide
greater protection in the siting process for
Connecticut's prine farm ands and core forests.

And we believe that Petition 1312, and
future | arge-scal e solar projects, that the
Connecticut Siting Council should consider the
intent of the assenbly as set forth in PA 17218,
and require the utility scale solar projects to
obtain their certificate of environnental

conpatibility and public need, and that i ncludes
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this project.

So in the tine | have |I'm not
necessarily going to reiterate what other fol ks
have said, but -- and I'll go from sort of, from
the bottomup of this letter.

In a Novenber 15, 2016, letter to the
New M| ford town planner, in response to questions
raised in an Cctober 14, 2016, neno to the
devel opers, Aneresco wote, and | quote, as part
of the overall permtting in the Connecti cut
Siting Council process the project will conduct
all necessary wldlife studies.

So the applicant did not sinply comm t
to conducting all the required studies. They said
all necessary studies. So an industrial scale
80- acre devel opnent with a 68-acre clearcut wll
directly and indirectly inpact state resources and
state identified inportant natural resources. And
the public doesn't have enough i nformati on now on
what those inpacts wll be.

Also in a recent article in the New
M I ford Spectrumthe devel oper was quoted as
saying, the conpany is also offsetting their
renoval of the trees by donating a hundred

acres fromthe nountain to a land trust to




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

preserve. This |land would include a section of
the Blue Blaze Trail, and it goes on to, quote,
we're going to do that to mtigate and conpensate
for the renoval of the trees.

So we have two concerns with these
statenents. The first is, is that while the
devel oper may desire to place acreage in
conservation, which is | audabl e and prescient and
forward thinking, many factors and steps are
necessary to conplete the conservation
transaction. And to our know edge, none of those
steps have been conpleted with Wanti noge or with
anot her | ocal conservati on organi zati on.

Also in this case conservation is not
equi valent to mtigation. The 68 acres of core
forest that will be clearcut lie on the gentle

south face of the slope. Oher conti guous

19

forestlands controlled by the devel oper, which are

the | ands presumably avail abl e for conservati on,
are | ocated on steeper slopes wth different
aspects, different soils, different substrates, et
cetera.

The renmaining forestland will have
di fferent species conposition and m croclinates

whi ch may support plants and aninals that vary
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fromthe area to be cleared.

Agai n, a conprehensive environnenta
assessnent i s necessary to determ ne what will be
i npacted by the proposed solar farm and how t he
proposed conservati on nay offset those inpacts.
There just sinply isn't enough information now to
det erm ne whet her what we mght gain in
conservation wll offset what we know we're going
to lose with the 68 acres.

So | urge the Siting Council to not
grant a certificate of conpatibility and public
need until all of the inpacts of this devel opnent
have been thoroughly vetted by i ndependent and
qual i fi ed professionals.

Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN: C ay Cope.

CLAY COPE: | want to say thank you for
having us today. | had witten to Ml ani e back --
Oh, Cday Cope. I|I'mthe First Sel ectnan

of Sherman. So we're the neighboring town to the
New M| ford, and we try to be a good nei ghbor in
Sherman. And what |'ve heard from peopl e that
have come into ny office, as a three-termfirst
selectman, is they do not want to see this

devel opnent occur on Candl ewood Mount ai n.
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I have residents who |ive on Hubbel
Mount ai n Road, who |ive on Fox Run, who |ive on
M1l Pond, all in that area. And they're saying
to ne, please be our voice and let Ms. Bachnan and
t he other nenbers of the commttee know t hat they
are against this, this project.

So thank you for comng tonight. |
think this is quite a display of people here and
think it's the best part, obviously, of governnent
and of giving our voice to you to |isten.

But again, as a resident of Sherman, as
the First Sel ectman of Sherman, and as soneone
who' s representing those nei ghbors, | felt
conpell ed to cone tonight.

So t hank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

Dominick -- is it Peburn?

DOM NI CK PEBURN: Yes, sir.

Good evening. M/ nanme is Dom nick
Peburn. |1've been an active nenber of this
community for the past 40 years. |'ve been
i nvol ved in the devel opnent and constructi on of
commerci al and residential projects totaling over
800, 000 square feet, and have helped to bring nore

than 250 small conpanies into the town over the
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years.

There's al ways opposition to change.
Most of the opposition to ny projects was, not in
ny nei ghbor hood, or, not in ny backyard. People
| i ke the concept and ideas, but didn't want the
projects built near them

This Town has received nore than
$35 mllion in tax revenue from ny vari ous
projects without having to deplete town services
or road nmai ntenance to add any tax burden to the
Town. The solar panel project is simlar in that
it provides the Town with a 700 percent increase
in tax revenue w thout any burden for services or
r oads.

I have wal ked the | and several tines in
the last nonth. After the land is cleared for
solar panels there will still be a 60-foot buffer
of trees around the perineter. This project wll
al so consi st of a | andscapi ng berm whi ch shoul d
al ways ensure conplete privacy for the nei ghbors.

I would like to bid the site work on
this project using | ocal contractors to conplete
the work. W woul d be using the nost updated
equi pnmrent and shorten the tine needed to prepare

the site. W wll only be traveling over
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1.8 mles of town road and 11.3 mles of state
hi ghway for this short period of tine.

| believe this could be a win-win
situation for our conmmunity since there will not
be a negative effect on the environnent and the
land will revert back to its natural state at the
end of the | ease.

Thank you for your tine and
consi deration for the clean air energy project.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

Can | just, you know, you want people to
respect you when you get up there. So cone on,
let's be respectful of everybody.

ANDA STYLER Hi. | just want to show
you this picture before | start talking. This is
an endangered species of a luna noth. Their
envi ronnent wll be destroyed -- destroyed. They

are an endangered species and this | anded on ny

front door. | just wanted to show you that
pi cture.

I'"mjust a honeowner that's all. 1've
lived in New MIford for 20 years. | live behind

Candl ewood Mbuntain Road and | pay New MIford
taxes. When | heard about this solar plant being

built on 80 plus acres that wll be conpletely
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destroyed, | was appall ed because this is ny
backyard. |'mon Green Pond Road.

How can we desecrate the | and w t hout
careful ly wei ghing out the consequences for doing
so? I'mnot a scientist. | just live there and
it's beautiful, and |I'm scared to death.

What right do we have to destroy a core
forest and ruin the land, kill and displace the
wildlife, birdlife, endangered plants, poison the
air, water and wells, and all the people who |ive
near by? Because runoff wll definitely find a way
to ny well and into Candl ewood Lake. It wll.

What wi || happen to ny property val ue,
to all the property val ues of everyone who |ives
there? W are expected to pay full taxes on
poi soned land? |I'mnot going to do that. What
about our future generations? M grandchildren, |
woul d never | et them near there.

What w Il they say about us and the
danmage that we have caused and cannot fix? How
w ||l vegetation be controlled around these sol ar
panel s? Wth herbicides? W all know that they
cause cancer, and haven't we had enough? |
wat ched ny husband die of cancer in the house. He

was exposed to a | ot of herbicides.
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What gives this conmpany the right to
cone to a rural neighborhood and build a sol ar
plant with a tax abatenent that ends up paying so
little in taxes? Over 20 years, that hardly makes
any difference at all. Instead, the taxpayers of
New M| ford, all of us will pay for this and
they're being paid -- to be sick. And the
herbicides really scare ne.

But anyway, once this conpany | eaves who
cleans up their ness? Wat responsibility wll
they take for all the illness that cones as a
result of using chem cals and herbicides? And you
know they wll. They have to control the growh
of vegetati on.

Wio will pay ny nedical bills? WII
they do that? WIIl they pay ny nedical bills if I
get sick? GCkay. Are they going to pay for ne to
have a new well drilled if all of the runoff cones
into ny well? M neighbor's well?

We nmust protect this fragile
envi ronnent. W nust say no. Destroying the
deli cate ecosystemis a heavy, heavy price to pay.
Candl ewood Lake is right there, so how do you stop
runoff? Things just have a way of being a

di saster.




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Do we want Candl ewood Lake poi soned as

26

well ? Because in sone way it will find its way in

there. Water has a way of novi ng around.

I want ny neighbors to fare well. That
means all of them those that live in ny
nei ghbor hood and beyond, and those who also live

in the forest.

My nei ghbors in the forest have no voice

to say or speak, why did you destroy ny hone? But

| wll speak for themand plead with you to say no

to this project that endangers so many with no

benefit whatsoever to the residents of New

M1 ford.

There's plenty of open | and avail abl e.
Let themgo to these places. | welcone sol ar
energy. | want solar energy, but | don't want to

destroy the land in an irresponsible way to get
it.

So noney is inportant, but there's a | ot
of things that you can't replace with noney |ike
lives and health. So that's all | really have to
say.

Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Li ba Fur hman.

LI BA FURHVAN: Good eveni ng, and thank
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you to the nenbers of the Siting Council and staff
for comng here to New MIford again. | know
you' ve been here before many tines.

For the record ny name is Liba Furhnman.
l"ma fornmer mayor of New M| ford, a forner nmenber
of the planning conmm ssion, ad hoc nenber of the
zoni ng conm ssion. | was the chairman of the
Housat oni ¢ Regi onal Pl anni ng Agency and of the
Housat oni ¢ region's econom c devel opment
partnership and |I've al so held | eadership rol es at
several regional conservation nonprofit
organi zati ons, including Weanti noge Land Trust and
t he Housatonic Valley Association. And over the
years |'ve been the chairperson of a nunber of
grassroots coalitions working to protect New
M I ford' s environment.

| believe in the process of governnent
and | believe in the process of citizen
participation. | believe that this Siting Council
w il nake the right decision in this case. Wen
all the testinony is provided and the bal ance of
t he environnent versus energy need i s neasured,
the environnent in Candl ewood Mountain will w n.

In 1999 the Siting Council proved that

the process works with its unani nbus deci si on
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denyi ng Senpra Energy's proposal to site a

500- negawatt conbi ned cycl e gas-fuel ed energy
cogeneration plant on a site that was not suitable
for the utility.

When the Siting Council heard the
testi nony and the expert w tnesses of area
residents they nmade the right decision for New
MIford. The Siting Council said, based on the
record in this proceeding we find that the
cumul ative effects associated with the
construction, operation and nai ntenance of the
electric generating facility at the proposed site,
i ncluding effects on the natural environnent,
ecol ogical integrity and bal ance, public welfare,
sceni c and recreational values, forest and parKks,
area water and wildlife are significant in
conflict with the policies of the State concerning
such effects and they are sufficient reason to
deny the proposed project.

The Town of New MIford, as you well
know, is already doing its part in providing
energy. We're hone to two hydroel ectric plants,
Bull's Bridge and Rocky Ri ver producing 8.4 and
29 negawatts respectively. W have two

co-generating plants, Kinberly-Cark's 35 negawatt
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gas cogeneration plant, and Waste Managenent's
3. 3-negawatt met hane pl ant.

I'd like the Siting Council to consider
a nunber of questions. The State of Connecti cut
has invested mllions of dollars in this town over
t he decades from purchasi ng devel opnent rights for
farms and forests to Lover's Leap State Park.
Isn'"t it anti -- | can't say the word. | can type
it -- antithetical to now be converting core
forests into powerplants even if they are solar?
Isn't that one reason why the State Legislature
passed Public Act Nunmber 172187

Has t he applicant proved due diligence
by presenting and assessing alternative sites that
m ght not have the environnental inpact this
proposal does? Has the applicant considered
brownfield sites, not only in New M| ford, but
t hr oughout Connecticut and i n Massachusetts where
the power is going to go because of their power
pur chase agreenent?

Since they will be paying $450, 000
annually to | ease the project property, or
9 mllion over the 20-year |life of the project, I
think they could certainly afford to | ook at other

properties.
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DEEF' s comments of Septenber 21st State
that DEEP did not select Candl ewood Sol ar as one
of the projects authorized to enter into a
| ong-term purchase power agreenent, however the
Commonweal t h of Massachusetts i s anot her
participant in the tri-state RFP process and did
elect the project. So why did the State of
Connecticut pass on this project? Are those
reasons part of this record? And if they're not,
shoul dn't they be?

WIl the Siting Council be asking for a
G S based viewshed analysis that will show the
true inpacts, true visual inpacts of the plant?
To ny knowl edge no such science-based analysis is
in the record.

| ask the Siting Council to enter New
Ml ford s 2010 plan of conservation and
devel opnent into the record as it directly
contradicts the planning comm ssion's letter to
you whi ch says the proposal is not in
contravention with the POCD. The PQOCD Ili sts
Candl ewood Mountain as a resource to be protected,
as a natural diversity area, an area to encourage
preservation abutting the zoned Candl ewood Lake

area for water protection.
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I know you wll hear froma great nany
peopl e this evening on both sides of the issue,
and | thank you for your tine, patience and
consideration at all comments.

And if you would just please indul ge ne
one nonent, | do have an e-nmail that was sent and
| ve been asked to read it into the record by
Representative WIIliam Buckbee who is our state
representative for the 67th district. There's
three |ines.

Pl ease attach ny nanme to the sentinents

expressed by nmy good friend and col | eague

Representative Richard Smith. | could not have
witten a better statenment nyself. | agree wth
hi m whol eheartedly. | also want to state that I

support the research of such projects, their
benefits and chal | enges.

It's inportant to have all facts and
then make a firmdecision. | |ike the idea of
cl ean solar energy, but | don't believe this is
the right place for it at this tine.

W 1iam Buckbee.

Thank you very nuch.

THE CHAI RVAN.  Thank you. |'m not sure.

Is it Wlliam-- is it Carter? O sonething close
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to that?

W LLI AM CARTER. Good evening. M/ nane
is WlliamCarter. | live on Lookout Ri dge Road
just past Candlelight Farm And ny location is
usual | y downwi nd of the proposed solar site.

' m concerned about what no one el se has
been di scussi ng the sounds that m ght be audi bl e
fromei ght nassive inverters, and nobst inportantly
the risk of fire fromthis massive electrical
system

The plan is to clearcut the site and to
pl ant grasses as groundcover. W happen to get
droughts periodically around here, and dry grass
burns very easily and quickly. | |ive beyond the
entry to the site and Candl ewood Mountain Road is
my only road in and out. W are told this project
wll be invisible to us and nost other observers.

Who is going to report a snall fire? No
one. It wll only be when it gets so |l arge that
we m ght take notice. Are our |ocal volunteer
fire departnents equi pped with all they need to
fight a fire at a huge el ectrical conpl ex?

They are mles away. Their worst
nightmare wll be an out of control wldfire on an

89-acre sloping nountaintop in a fenced in
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el ectrical plant.

There are many online reports of fires
i nvol vi ng photovoltaic systens, PV systens. Here
are excerpts froma |long report call ed,
under standi ng the fire hazards of photovoltaic
systens by Allianz d obal Corporate and Specialty,
Al l'ianz R sk Consul ting.

PV -- | printed this fromthe |Internet.
PV systens are subject to electrical faults |ike
any other electrical installation such as arc
faults, short circuits, ground faults and reversed
currents.

Any electric installation is exposed to
the risk of arcs, and you probably already know
this, but solar installations are particularly
sensitive to this exposure because of the high
conti nuous DC current that exceeds 10 anps and
very high voltages, 300 to a thousand volts.

DC arcs do not self extinguish and can
reach tenperatures as high as 5400 degrees
Fahrenheit. Arcs of this tenperature can nelt
nmetal which can fall as slag and ignite nearby
conbusti ble material s.

PV fire incidents have resulted from

defective sol dering, |oose connections, ground
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faults, insulation faults, aging and corrosion of
the material as well as insulation failures
between two wires due to aninmals chewi ng on them
ul traviol et breakdown and brittle cracking,
noi sture ingress, and freeze/thrust cycles, all of
which can result in arcing.

And Candl ewood Mountain is a high
el evation. W get a |lot of cold weather. W get
a lot of rain. W get a lot of animals that eat
wres. Considering the operating life of a PV
systemthe true fire incidence rate may not becone
apparent for sone tine. Furthernore, typical PV
systens wth hundreds and even thousands of
connectors increases the probability of faults
occurri ng.

And relating this to a project of 75,000
sol ar panels, there are probably mllions of
W ring connections. So the odds are pretty good
there wwll be failures. The devel opers wll say,
PV projects are safe. Mst of the tine that nay
be correct, but the Internet is full of reports of
PV fires. So what is the truth about this?

We have been prom sed a lot, but | have
| earned that where nopbney is involved there is the

real truth, and then there's the reason or an
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argunent that sounds good. They stand to nake a
| ot of noney. So I'mpretty sure we're getting
t he propaganda that sounds good.

They convinced the New M| ford Town
Council to buy into the sound-good stuff, and they
want the Siting Council to buy into it as well. |
hope you're as skeptical of this project as | am

On anot her note, in reading on the
Internet and in knowi ng that this power is going
to go to Massachusetts, | tried to investigate
what the Massachusetts siting guidelines m ght
|l ook like. And fromwhat | can understand, their
gover nment docunents di scourage clearcutting of
trees.

They al so call for sufficient liability
i nsurance, proper bonding and fire safety pl ans.
Are we being offered all this by this devel oper?
Massachusetts probably woul d not approve of this
site, so why should Connecti cut?

Thank you for your tine.

THE CHAI RVAN: St eve Kl eppi n.

STEVE KLEPPI N: Good evening. M nane
is Steve Kleppin. | chair of the Town's farn and
and forest preservation commttee. Qur nane is a

little bit of a m snoner because we are not
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necessarily charged with making sure forestland is
preserved, or kept. Per definition in statute
forestland really is a resource, so that's the
per spective where we take this from

We wer e approached by the applicant in
this case back in the fall of 2016. They sought
our support on their proposal. W as a conmittee
are an advisory commttee. W don't set policy.
We don't rule on applications in any way.

As | said, they sought our support. W
reviewed their materials and had several
di scussions with them And instead of offering a
| etter of support, what we did was reach several
findings related to what their proposal was. They
indicated to us that what they were going to do in
terns of installation of the panels thensel ves
would result in very mnimal earth disturbance.

There woul d be no renpval of soi
material. There would not be clearcutting of --
well, the trees would be renoved in the areas
proposed for the panels, but there would be no
renmoval of stunps. So the underlying soils which
is really -- gives the value to the farn and,
woul d not be di sturbed.

Subsequently, we |earned that their
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application indicated that it was not necessarily
the case. And if that is so, the commttee net
and decided that it would be contrary to what we
had previously discussed with them and we woul d be
in opposition of their proposal.

I just wanted to reiterate we did not
offer any letter of support to the applicant. W
said we woul d not oppose the application had they
taken certain steps, many of which were spoken
about earlier in ternms of offering land to the
| and trust, which would be our preference in any
ki nd of endeavor involving farni and.

Al so, they tal ked about off-site
mtigation in terns of assisting |ocal farmers or
working with sone -- one of the other sites in
town. And there were several neasures they
i ncluded and -- or at |east thought they would
consider. And it turns out that's possibly not
the case, and if so then we would not be in
support of the application, and would be in
opposition to their proposal.

Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Julie Bail ey.

JULI E BAI LEY: I'm Julie Bailey. I live

in New M| ford. | was a nenber of farnl and
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preservation during the time of which we saved
four famly farns that are now working farns for
people, and will continue to be so, and have been
i nvol ved in a nunber of environnental endeavors in
this town to seek the kind of town that we really
want .

No one in this room and no one in this
town i s against solar energy. |It's the right
technol ogy, but in this case it's very nmuch in the
wrong spot. | happen to live probably 12 or
13 mles fromthis site. It does not affect ne
visually, but it affects ne as a nenber of the
town and | stand here in solidarity wth everybody
in both towns who will be affected by this.

The New M| ford plan of conservation, as
Li ba said earlier, has a nunber of goals and anobng
t hose and one of the nost inportant is to protect
our natural resources. Candl ewood Mountain is
specifically nentioned on page 35 as one of those
natural resources that we shoul d endeavor to
pr ot ect .

It's an iconic nountain and it's
menti oned as an i nportant site because of all that
it represents in terns of aninmal life and in terns

of wildlife and in terns of trees. It's al so
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listed in the National D versity Database. So why
woul d Aneresco pick the top of a nountain that's
visible fromtw communities and take down

70 acres of trees, 15,000 trees? One word,
because it's cheap.

It's a piece of land that's held by a
bank and it's cheap and it's easy to do. And the
ancill ary damage that that would do and the effect
on people and places in our town is of no
i mportance to them

Wiy, | ask again, would they take a site
I'i ke that when in Connecticut there are so nany
brownfield sites that would be available to do
sonething |ike that?

Today | had a conversation with Mark
Lewis who is the coordi nator at DEEP of
brownfields in Connecticut, and he told ne that
there are over 500 brownfield sites in the state,
several of which would be appropriate for a sol ar
panel installation of this size, and they're
cheap.

And sone of them no doubt are close to
electrical grids so that that energy can be sent
directly, as we all know, to Massachusetts. And

they' re probably distant fromresidenti al
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nei ghbor hoods and away from ot her towns' bel oved
and iconic natural resources.

In fact, anong themis sonething that
represents a trend of solar panel installations
bei ng placed on landfills. And today there are
already twelve of themin Connecticut, including
one in Bridgeport and one in Hartford.

There are brownfield sites, again all
over this state and we have one and we have ot her
areas in our town that would be appropriate for
sonmething like this. Wy would we do sonet hing on
the top of a nountain?

Finally, he said to ne today, siting
solar arrays on brownfield sites hel ps prevent
sprawl of the worst possible kind on undevel oped
sites, especially -- and I'm adding this
sentence -- when it's an iconic and bel oved
natural resource for all of us in this generation
and the generation of our children to cone.

Thank you very nuch.

THE CHAIRVAN: | believe the next one is
Eric Shi el ds.

ERIC SH ELDS: M nane is Eric Shields.
| noved to New MIford in 1967 and | just wanted

to make three points.
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According to the studies that the
devel oper made it wll have m nimal environnenta
inmpact. We'Ill see significant tax revenue for the
Town of New MIford fromthis project, and at the
end of the project they will renove the sol ar
panels and allow the land to go back to its
natural state.

So | think those are all things that
peopl e are al ways sayi ng throughout the years, not
in nmy backyard. Not in ny neighborhood. W I|ike
it, but put it sonewhere else. This is sonething
that it has to go sonewhere and it has to go in
sonebody's -- near sonebody's backyard. So it,
having virtually no inpact, the project should
stand on its own.

Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

Devon Dobson.

DEVON DOBSON: Hello all and wel cone,
Siting Council to this beautiful town of New
MIlford. M nanme is Devon Dobson, and I am a
| ongtinme resident of New M ford.

| stand before you here this evening to
ask if you'll please vote against the proposed

pl an put forth by Anmeresco Solar to destroy over
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72 acres of our forests.

A side note. One thing | thought about
t oday, do any of you know the mascot of New
MIlford? It's the New MIford G een Wave. It
makes no sense. There's no oceans around here.

So the green wave was t hought up decades ago and
it's the view over the hills of the rolling green
nount ai ns.

I'ma proud New M| ford H gh School
graduate. M/ biggest concern -- not ny biggest --
one of ny biggest -- not even ny biggest is that
the mascot, were going to be the New MIford sol ar
panels, and that's terrible. That sound terrible.
We just cannot be the solar panels. But in all
seriousness, | just want to tal k about the beauty.

I did grow up on Candl ewood Mount ai n
Road. |'m sure some of you, hopefully all of you
were able to see sone of the beautiful, beautiful
woodl ands that are there today.

The forests on Candl ewood Mount ai n
contains all the elenments that make the
Connecti cut countrysi de and Wodl ands so
appealing. It's full of majestic hundred-year-old
oak, maple and birch trees. It is old stone walls

all throughout the forest constructed by the
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farmers in the 1700s.

There are beautiful streans full of all
sorts of wildlife. Some of these streans feed
near by Candl ewood Lake. Qhers feed the many
ponds | ocated on the surroundi ng properti es.

There is an extensive trail system which
hi kers fromall over utilize both during the
sumer and during the winter. These trails also
connect with the Blue Muuntain trail, which is
found atop Candl ewood Mountain and is a very well
hi ked trail.

In the forest there are fields of
w ldflowers and tall grass. There are |arge
scul pted rocks. There is, of course, an abundance
of wildlife, deer, bobcats, black bears, of course
squirrels, all types of birds, fish, and a
beautiful famly of bald eagles which | saw just
| ast year.

The thought of this beautiful forest
being clearcut for solar panels is sickening.

Just | ast weekend | took a drive up New York State
Route 22. There is an abundance, literally
t housands of acres of vacant farm and that has not
been used for decades. Put the solar panels

there. Put themin the Ad Century Brass MII
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| ocation. Put themin Massachusetts, just not
atop the pristine Candl ewood Mount ai n Road.

Thank you very much for your tinme.

THE CHAI RVAN: Thank you.

Thonmas Burrell.

THOVAS BURRELL: Thank you, Council, for
this opportunity to speak. M nane is Thonas
Burrell and | live with ny beloved Lilia on 5
Acorn Lane on the nountain. W enjoy our lives
and the beauty that we're starting to call our
hone, an Ameri can dream

I know a little about sol ar panels as
' ve worked in the sem conductor world for over 30
years and al so as a safety environnental nmanager
in that industry.

In around 25 years, or sooner, solar
panels will becone usel ess, these. The fed and
the state governments are not the fastest to
i mpl enent regul ati ons and i npose nmandates on
di sposi ng or recycling these hazardous waste
pr oducts.

I know it's sad because their products
are | ead, chrom um cadm um and ot her chem cal s
whi ch could potentially |eak into your ground,

your water tables and the |ake, not to nention the
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panel s could get placed into the | ake.

Twenty-five years of potential contam nation.
I'mnot saying it's going to happen, but

let me tell you a simlar story, a true one. M

brother worked all his |life to own a farmin

Hopewel | Junction, New York. A conpany above the

mount ai n di sposed of chem cals called

tetra-trichloroethylene into the ground. It
wasn't supposed to happen. It was not going to
happen. Well, it |l eaked into the water tables.

My brother |ost his house, his aninals.
Hi s wwfe got cancer. His -- him he could not
have children. W |ost the next generation of
famly. He lost his house. The nei ghbors | ost
their property. And the legal clout, they said,
it ain"t going to happen. You ain't going to get
anyt hi ng.

So his Anerican dream was destroyed.
|*''mnew here. Very new. |'ma newbie. | ook to
have that Anmerican dream here with Lilia. One
famly dream was destroyed by a conpany. Don't
ruin our dream

Pl ease vote no.

THE CHAI RMVAN:  Thank you.

Mont e Robson.
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MONTE ROBSON: Good evening. M nane is
Monte Robson. 1'ma nearly 60-year resident of
Connecticut, the majority of which has been in New
M I ford.

I understand this hearing will be on a
petition from Candl ewood Sol ar for a declaratory
ruling that no certificate of environnental
conpatibility and public need is required for the
proposed solar voltaic facility.

This petition should raise alarm bells.
What are they trying to hide? O are they so
i nconpetent that they put the cart before the
horse in their contract negotiating and don't have
the tine for the studies to be conpl eted?

Regardi ng the public need, the U S.
Energy Informati on Adm nistration says in their
| atest state profile Connecticut was a net
electricity recipient in the past, but total net
generation typically exceeded retail sales in
recent years, and the state has been a net
provi der of electricity to other states since
20009.

Regardi ng environnental conpatibility,
|'ma strong supporter of solar and ot her forns of

renewabl e energy. W need to stop extracting and
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burning fossil fuel, but as with npst issues there
are tradeoffs and everything is connected. In our
blind rush for progress and econonmic growh we've
forgotten that we are aninmals, that we require a
heal t hy bi osphere to provide clean air to breathe,
clean water to drink and all of our food. W are
in the mdst of the sixth nmass extinction caused
this time by our actions.

Thi s proposed solar facility wll
destroy nuch forest and habitat for diverse
wildlife. The trees renove atnospheric carbon
di oxi de and store it, so their renmoval wll be a
step backward in the fight against climte
di srupti on.

The World WIldlife Fund director general
wote in 2014, this latest edition of the |iving
pl anet report is not for the faint hearted. One
key point that junps out and captures the overall
picture is that the living planet index which
measures nore than 10, 000 representative
popul ati ons of manmals, birds, reptiles,
anphi bi ans, and fish has declined by 52 percent
si nce 1970.

Put another way, in |less than two human

gener ati ons popul ati on sizes of vertebrate species
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have dropped by half. These are the living forms
that constitute the fabric of ecosystens which
sustain life on earth. The baronmeter of what we
are doing to our own planet, our only hone, we
ignore their decline at our peril.

A recent paper in the proceedi ngs of the
Nat i onal Acadeny of Sciences said, we find that
the rate of population loss in terrestri al
vertebrates is extrenmely high, even in species of
| ow concern.

I have attached copies of both these
papers to ny handout. | hope Candl ewood Sol ar can
find another site in New M| ford, possibly a
brownfield |i ke Century Brass.

Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

' mnot sure. David Zaghetti.

(No response.)

THE CHAI RVAN: G aham Russel | .

GRAHAM RUSSELL: Hi, ny nane is G aham
Russell and | have been a tenant at Candl el i ght
Farns Airport for the |last twelve years. |
currently live in the northwest corner of
Connecticut. |'ve currently got a house that's

under contract, ready to be sold.
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And for the last twelve years |'ve
invested in Candlelight Farns Airport, wth a huge
desire to live in the area. | turned on Bull ynuck
Road, Hubbell Muntain Road and | feel like |I'm
hone. Wth the potential of this solar plant
going in |I'mnow concerned about ny investnent in
the area. |I'mnot saying that |'mnot going to
invest in the area, but | am concerned about it.
| don't know what it's going to do to ny
i nvestment or howit's going to inpact ny buying a
house in this area.

Thank you.

THE CHAI RMVAN:  Thank you.

Kat hl een Roberts.

KATHLEEN ROBERTS: Hello, and nuch of
what | feel and many of ny concerns have already
been stated tonight, so | just wanted to ask you
to pl ease vote no.

I think we've only heard from peopl e who
are for it who feel that they may benefit fromit
personally in a financial way. Those of us who
live here | think are nostly concerned about the
diversity of wildlife that will be inpacted, and
al so just our nei ghborhoods in general.

One other thing that 1'd |i ke to add
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that hasn't been brought up is destroying this
kind of core forest will inpact the |larger aninals
that prey on smaller things |like mce. And there
are many studies that show that this kind of
destruction has | ed an expl osion of white-footed
m ce, which are one of the major carriers of Lyne
di sease. Many of ny nei ghbors have had it. MW
son has had it, and it's just one nore thing to
add to your consideration.

Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

VWl t er Bayer.

WALTER BAYER Walter Bayer, and |I'm
speaking as an individual. | heard the conment
about the New MIford Town Council. | happen to
be a nenber of the New M| ford Town Council and I
stand before you absol utely opposed to this
pr oj ect .

Way? Wiy build it? Aneresco is
obviously a large institution. They have
subsidiaries. | want to know who's going to take
care of the problemif sonething happens to Lake
Candl ewood? Who's going to be responsible for the
liability to take care of the problemif there's a

glitch wth the sol ar panel s?
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I want to know who's going to take care
of the airport if a plane comng in or a plane
goi ng out has an accident, who's going to be
responsi bl e, because sonet hi ng happened to the
sol ar panels? It was already nentioned previously
that a variety, a nyriad of things can happen to
all these electrical connections, whether
weat her -rel at ed, whatever the case may be.

What's going to happen to the
Connecticut Blue Trail? |If you' re not aware of
it, there is a Connecticut Blue Trail up there, a
wal k trail. Wat's going to be the inpact on the
environnent? Wat's going to be the inpact on
wildlife habitats? Wo's going to fix Candl ewood
Mount ai n Road when you' ve got all those | unbering
trucks | unbering up and down Candl ewood Road?
They're going to tear it apart.

Again | ask the question, what about
l[iability? It's nmy understandi ng that Ameresco,
which is the giant octopus with all the tentacles
out there, will not be responsible. It will be
one of those tentacles that has limted liability.

And frankly, | can't see butchering a
pristine nountain top. |[|'ve lived on that

mountain for 43 years. |'Il probably be one of
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the ancient burials when they dig it, whatever the
case may be.

Tax rebate, absolutely opposed to the
tax rebate. W gave Aneresco a 55 percent tax
rebate. CQutrageous. To ne, that's outrageous. |
go down to pay ny taxes. Can you give ne a
rebate? What are you tal king about, old man?

Energy, new M|l ford wll not benefit

fromany of the energy comng off of that grid.

It goes into the grid. It goes out to
Massachusetts. In 20 years we wll realize only
$2.7 mllion, while Aneresco will be raking in a

rat her huge sum of nobney per year, close to
$500, 000.

And | have not seen a plan -- after 20
years when it's deconm ssioned who's going to take
care of it? |s Aneresco going to wal k away and
say, ha, we have got our noney? New MIford, you
clean up the ness. | have seen no plan in dealing
W t h deconm ssi on.

By the way, I'man old nman. Rockefeller
of New York, when they tore down the Palisades
peopl e asked him well, what should we do with the
Pal i sades over across the river there?

You know what he said? Plant trees.
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You know why? Because trees are scrubbers. You
want cl ean energy, there's your clean energy.
They are scrubbers.

Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  John Chesl er.

JONATHAN CHESLER: Thank you, | adi es and
gentl emen. M nane is Jonat han Chesl er.

Dear nenbers of the Siting Council, | am
very nervous. It seens like there's a | ot
of people here present, all the notice signs and
flyers plastered all over town and put in
mai | boxes in the |last few days. And it |ooks |ike
nore than one or two trees were sacrificed in the
process of doing that. | do hope when it's all
over that taking them down, the sane energy wl |l
go into taking them down as went into putting them
up.

I"'ma full-time year-round resident of
Candl ewood Mountain. | volunteer for |and
conservanci es, worked in a native plant
nursery and worked for several environnental NGOs,
both in the United States and abroad. 1've
represented the United States in a youth
| eadership event in the runup to the top 15 in

Copenhagen in 2009. And |I've even been arrested
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for sitting in the scoop of a bulldozer in the
attenpt to prevent irresponsi bl e devel opnent. In
short, | feel | have strong environnental
credenti al s.

I've al so been to several neetings
regarding this project in the past year. |
depl ore the unnecessary cutting down of trees, and
as such | see three ways of protecting the
79 acres in question. The easiest would be for an
envi ronnent al organi zati on such as the Nature
Conservancy, Audubon, or even Rescue Candl ewood
Mountain to purchase the | and and make it a
sanctuary, this parcel in question and the others
on the nountain, which are all privately owned.

This is the now i npossi bl e way -- which
woul d be, if not to assault it and change the
zoning in the first place, which | eads to the
long-term difficult, but best path on the ground
which is to support this project.

Fossil fuels are no | onger a viable way
to a sustainable planet. As such, New MIford
rightfully withdrew a proposal for a gas-fired
powerplant last year. | think it's the
responsibility of New MIford to find ways to both

reduce the demand for power and source it
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renewably, and this project can be part of that
sol uti on.

The project has the unique siting
advant age of being within a mle of the grid node,
reduci ng the anount of cutting another site would
require in order to reach this or another node.

What nmany of the opponents may not have
been aware of is the fivefold increase in tax
revenues to the Town that the project brings over
its current use with no i ncreased denand for town
services. Further, the solar panel array is
reversi ble and while many people think it will be
per manent, increases in technol ogy and the
reduction of efficacy of the over tine nean that
at sone point it will be changed or
deconmm ssi oned.

Also little known or acknow edged is
that the property is currently owned by Wells
Fargo and is designated as a maj or pl anned
residential devel opnent district. The property is
not owned by a land trust or a conservation entity
in any way. It is slated for devel opment. Again,
it is slated for devel opnent.

As such, as a full-tinme New MIford

resident, | would nmuch rather see a devel opnent
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project that can be renoved w th perneabl e
services under the structures rather than one that
cannot be renoved such as bl ock after bl ock of
50-foot tall residences, a total of 500 units and
all the concomtant driveways, sidewal ks, and
pavenents which current zoning allows for.

Further, the paynent in |lieu of
taxes for a pilot agreenment has a provision for
voluntary switching of the zoning to R-80, which
woul d not allow for the type of devel opnent
perm ssible as it stands today. G ven the tax
benefits to the Town, the reduction of the
ecol ogical footprint and the | engths that Aneresco
plans to go to given testinony to the commttee,
which |I | ooked at online today, I'min strong
support of this project.

Thank you all for your tine.

THE CHAI RMVAN:  Thank you.

Amanda Locke.

AVANDA LOCKE: My nane i s Ananda Locke.
|''ma honeowner and a full-tinme resident |iving on
Candl ewood Mbuntain Road. |'malso a State of
Connecticut certified forester enployed to manage
forests to protect water quality for the country's

| argest unfiltered water supply. | would like to
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In the interests of tine this is an
abbrevi ated version of ny coments. | wll
provide full comments to the Siting Council
t hrough the witten subm ssion process.

The devel opnent of alternative energy
sources is vitally inportant to our ability to
reduce our dependence on fossil fuels and conbat
climate change. |[|'ve read through nmuch of the
docunent ati on avail able on the Siting Council's
website for this project and it's apparent that
the petitioner has perforned and continues to
perform substantial reviews of the potenti al
environnental, cultural and social inpacts of the
pr oj ect .

Under st andabl y, many peopl e are

57

concerned with the tree clearing required for this

project, 68.5 acres for the array and 43.5 acres
for the interconnection. | think it's inportant
to renenber that this project would be virtually
i nvi si bl e from Candl ewood Munt ai n Road and
Candl ewood Lake.

Al so for sone perspective on the forest,
the area to be cleared is conposed prinarily of

m xed oak species of approximately 80 to 90 years
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in age. Connecticut's |and use history of

col oni al agriculture and subsequent abandonnent
conbi ned with surficial geology make this an
extrenely common forest condition and type across
the state. This is neither a rare habitat type,
nor an old growth stage forest that would require
speci al protections to preserve uni que | andscape
qualities.

Cbviously, wildlife that currently
occupi es the area proposed for clearing will be
affected by the project. The avail abl e habitat
woul d change from cl osed canopy forest to
seasonally maintained field. The site would no
| onger be suitable for nany of the species
currently present, however the site would not be
devoid of wildlife habitat.

It would instead offer habitat for a
different suite of species, those dependent on
early successional conditions that are nore rare
i n our suburban patchwork of houses and | aws
interspersed with m ddl e-aged forest.

| also think it's inportant to keep the
necessary clearing in perspective. |If the energy
produced by the proposed project were instead

produced by a fossil fuel powered generation
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facility it would take 22,000 acres of forest to
absorb the resulting greenhouse gas pollution. It
seens to ne that the tradeoff between 72.8 acres
cleared to avoid pollution requiring 22,000 acres
to absorb is a reasonabl e one.

I do have two concerns with the project.
The first is the potential for introduction and
spread of invasive species wth the increased
| ight available on the site after clearing. |
think it would be appropriate to require an
i nvasi ve species nonitoring and control plan to
ensure invasive species are not allowed to gain a
f oot hol d where they have been previously absent.

My second concern is with the zoni ng of
the parcel and future developnent. In ny mind is
a nei ghbor, this project, which would require
virtually no town services and create al nbst no
noise or traffic after construction is infinitely
preferable to the zoned use as a maj or pl anned
residential devel opnent district, which could be
devel oped with buildings as tall as five stories.

It is nmy understanding that the pil ot
with the Town allows a voluntary zone change to
R-80 and that there have been tal ks about

establi shing a permanent conservati on easenent on
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t he undevel oped portion of the parcel. If it is
wthin the Siting Council's purview, | would ask
that you consider requiring a firmconmmtnent from
t he devel oper to the zone change and conservati on
easenent as a condition of any declaratory ruling.

To concl ude, the reduction of human
i nduced greenhouse gas enmi ssions is the critical
environnental issue of our tines. Projects |ike
this nmust be built if we are to successfully
conbat gl obal clinmate change and secure a
habi t abl e pl ace for our children and
grandchi | dr en.

In the inmmortal words of Hillel the
El der, if not us, then who? |If not now, then
when?

Thank you very nuch.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

Next one | believe is Eli Noam

ELI NOAM My nanme Eli Noam | live on
346 Kent Road in New MIford, Route 7.

Ladi es and gentl enen of the Connecti cut

Siting Council, thank you for listening to our
concerns. | am a busi ness school professor and
economst. | believe in econom c devel opnent.

Early in nmy career | was a public service
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conm ssioner for the State of New York in Al bany.
We dealt with energy and pronoted alternative
energy. | chaired a ot of public hearings in
towns were nost of the town was hoppi ng nad at one
utility or another. | sat through hearings

wth ninby sentinment, but |adies and gentl enen
soneti nes these people are dead right.

Soneti mes they have the voice of reason,
of common sense, of decency, of community, of
| eaving their world a better place so their
chil dren have a bal ance against | ongterm profit
maxi m zers and their high-priced | awers.

So one thing we encountered was, in New
York was that a |lot of applicants would try to
dress up industrial projects with some green
elements in order to make them | ook better. They
did this even on the nucl ear powerpl ant shore.

Now you wi Il renmenber, by the | ooks of
it, the Vietnam War. GCkay. One general fanously
decl ared - -

THE CHAI RVAN: Thanks for the
conpl enent .

ELI NOAM It conmes with wi sdom

One general fanously declared, we had to

destroy this village in order to save it. So this
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i's happening here, too. W have to destroy this
forest in order to save the environnent.

Now secondl y, because the environnental
i ssue has been discussed |let ne kind of address
the public safety issue. W cannot create a
safety hazard at the airport. As far as | can
tell, this is the only accessible airport in the
entire Litchfield County. |If you permt this
proj ect you practically guarantee, |adies and
gentl enen, you practically guarantee accidents and
endanger pilots, passengers and people on the
gr ound.

A nonth ago a pl ane crashed at that
airport. An experienced flight instructor died.

A young wonman was severely injured, as was her
father. As a result, our Senators, Senator

Ri chard Bl unenthal wote a scathing, harsh letter
to the FAA in Washi ngton and denmanded that the
safety of private aviation be as strictly assured
as those of commercial aviation.

Qur own senator said that, and yet three
weeks | ater we have to sit here and justify it to
anot her Connecti cut public body that it shoul d not
endanger private pilots and those on the ground.

Does one hand know what the other is doing?
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The proponents of this project claim
that the FAA finds no problemw th sol ar panel s.
This is not correct. There are three docunents on
the record that you distributed around, three FAA
docunents. One is just a nethodol ogy of how to
measure gl are.

The second one actually said right in
the front on a kind of pop-up w ndow that it
actually has been withdrawn for further study. So
it's inoperative. So sonebody nust have had
second t houghts about what they said.

In the third docunent there is a study,
so let ne read to you fromit.

Whi | e sol ar power panels provide useful
needs to generate revenue and to provi de energy
| ocally, they do pose a potential hazard to pilots
in the formof glare.

For exanpl e, at the Manchester Boston
Regi onal Airport air traffic controllers report
significant problenms seeing due to glare
reflecting fromthe solar panels and towards the
t ower .

Asi de fromthe Manchester Boston
Regi onal ATCs suffering fromsolar glare Reports

frompilots flying near the |Ivanpah solar electric
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generati ng system have i ncl uded conpl ai nts about
the glare fromthe facility. Pilots have

descri bed the gl are as, quote, blinding, unquote.
And at | east one individual reported to the FAA
that the glare was, quote, |like |looking into the
sun, unquote, and that they thought the glare was
a hazard because they could not see the traffic
near by.

The effect, it says here in the FAA
report, of a solar panel can produce a sudden
increase, a flash of light, et cetera, et cetera.
| could go on, but it is in your record.

And so | would Iike to conclude, this is
an industrial project in terns of its
environnental and safety dinensions. A real pig
and you cannot nmake a pig | ook better by putting
green lipstick on it.

So | adies and gentlenmen of the Siting
Council, | hope that you will protect the future
of this town. Save lives and stop this ill
advi sed project.

THE CHAI RMAN: Dee Cal vey.

DEE CALVEY: A lot has been said and |
t hought you m ght need an extra voice tonight. It

doesn't seem|li ke you do, but | was a Pratt Center
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educator and | |earned that even a rotted tree
cont ai ned ecosystens of many plants and ani nal s
and i nsects and birds -- and 15,000 trees, when we
al ready have the polluted brass area or
brownfi el ds of Connecti cut.

Pl ease, where are the ani nals supposed
to go? It's not just an environnental issue.

It's, you know, you say new things wll nove in.
Wll, where is the old ani mal supposed to go? And
the trees, and the birds?

So thank you. That's all | have to say.

And as an artist the beauty of our
hills, you ve got to | eave them al one. Thank you.

THE CHAI RMVAN:  Thank you.

Jason Kushner.

JASON KUSHNER: Jason Kushner. | thank
you very much for the opportunity to speak in
front of you today. |'mspeaking in full favor
and support of the project.

One point | want to reinforce which
several individuals have brought to light is this
current piece of land is zoned for a major planned
devel opnent. Now in ny opinion, having everyone
cone forth saying, not in ny backyard and, you

know, I"'mgoing to see it -- half the people are
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going to see it. Half aren't, but what would it

|l ook like if there's 500 units in a five-story
buil ding? | think that nountain would | ook |ike a
Christmas tree. | don't know.

A couple other points | wanted to hit
home on is there's been sone mnimzation of this
$2.7 mllion in tax increases, of which there's
absolutely no additional services that will need
be to be provided by the Town.

Now we can turn our noses up at
$2.7 mllion, but to ne that's a heck of a |lot of
new enpl oyees, of new opportunities for new
teachers, new town officials, new town enpl oyees
to be hired and provide additional value to
citizens, not even including the relief on taxes
for personal property that this would allow the
town's citizens.

Also | want to hit honme on the fact --
it's already been brought to light a couple tines,
but when this project is conpleted the idea here
is toreturnit toits natural habitat. This
nmountain was clearcut in the |ast 100 years and,
you know, our generation really needs to have a
focus on finding ways to have cl ean energy. And

there's a state mandate out there, 20 percent of
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energy needs to be a renewabl e, clean energy
sources. | think we're at, you know, |ess than
10 percent of that.

You know, sonething needs to get done.
W need to nake an effort to find clean, renewable
energy sources and this is a great opportunity and
a | ocation where no one is going to see it. |
just think this is a great opportunity for a town
li ke New MIford, and it has ny full support.

AVOCE Can | ask a --

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

No, you cannot.

| really would appreciate people to show
the respect just as people have shown you the
respect. Thank you.

Davi d Kel | ogg.

DAVI D KELLOGG |'m David Kell ogg. |
l'ive on Lookout Ridge Road. 1|'ve tried very hard
to wap ny arns around the reasons that the town
council enbraced this project fromthe begi nni ng
and | just wote down a few facts that |
consi der ed.

Over 70 acres of wooded farnmland wll be
clearcut. Over 15,000 trees wll be cut to

accommodat e sone 75, 000 sol ar panels. \Watever
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power these panels generate goes to the New
Engl and Northeast | SO power grid. In other words,
not to the benefit of New M I ford.

After the price New MIford is paying in
tax abatenents, our power will be no cheaper and
per manent jobs won't be a part of the equation.
This project is not replacing an environnentally
obnoxi ous powerplant to the benefit of the
surroundi ng area. They are dramatically altering
beautiful farm and while at the sane tine renoving
over 15,000 trees.

This solar field, supposedly the | argest
of its kind in the state of Connecticut, doesn't
even show up on the radar screen in terns of the
power it generates for the grid, which we all know
goes to Massachusetts. Doesn't it seem kind of
crazy to go to all this trouble, financial
sacrifice and effort to install a solar field in a
part of the country where there are cl ear skies
| ess than a third of the year?

It does appear the only ones benefiting
fromthis entire project is Areresco and not the
Town of New M| ford.

Finally, the only reason | can see

anyone supporting this project is because it's a
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green energy project. Wwo wouldn't after all?
Can anyone not want to save the environnent? Only
wth this you' re destroying an environnent to save
the environnent, and it's not supposed to work
t hat way.

Thank you.

THE CHAIRVAN: Lisa -- | don't know
whet her i s Hieda or Hida.

LI SA HHDA: Hello ny nane is Lisa Hida.
Thank you, Connecticut Siting Council, for giving
me the opportunity to speak about this particular
project. I'll try to be additive to the conments
t hat have al ready been made.

I and ny husband have lived in New
MIlford for the past 20 years and when we were
transferred by DuPont into Connecticut 20 years
ago we chose a 45-m nute one-way commute living in
New M| ford for its village green, big white
churches and its abundance of open farnl and.

Interestingly enough |ast fall when
Panda Power proposed a 550 negawatt co-gen
facility within two mles of our house | had the
opportunity to talk to a nunber of young famlies
wth small children who had |ived and noved to New

MIford in the past five years. So current
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newbi es, as sonebody said earlier.

They were shocked because they had noved
here for the exact sane reason. | don't know if
you know, but as a town we're struggling with --
and we talk very frequently about attracting young
famlies, increasing our tax base. So this
project could potentially go agai nst that because
of the environnental i npact.

Agai n, through last fall's awakeni ng of
nysel f regardi ng the Panda Power project, |'ve
have the opportunity, not just to talk to famlies
about their perspective on that particul ar
facility, but also | had the chance to neet up
wth sone of the environnental experts we have
| ocally who have fought this battle before with
Senpr a.

And | am anmazed and hunbl ed by the depth
of knowl edge | think ny comunity has about the
environnental inpacts, and they're pretty
realistic about that. So although I live ten
mles away as the crow flies fromthis project,
when ny nei ghbors are concerned | stand with them
as part of their comunity and listen to them

A couple of things that haven't been

mentioned -- again to try to be additive. M
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perspective is not one of not in ny backyard, but
this is the wong site. People have spoken about
Century Brass. Let nme just give you a little bit
nore on that topic. So the argunent agai nst
Century Brass is that it's not the sane buil dabl e
acreage, so it's not a good site.

However, there's a 140 acre parcel for
sal e adjacent to that property. | have a hard
tinme believing they couldn't find ten buil dable
acres that would not inpact the environnment as
we' re proposing and not have to cut the core
growh forest. So | think there are other sites
in town that should be considered, nunber one.

Nunmber two, the tax benefit. The nunber
|'ve seen is actually $100,000 a year for 20 years
paynment in lieu of taxes. So present value, a
little bit less than $2 mllion to the taxpayers
of New MIford in the formof tax relief and
I ncreased tax revenues.

However, if you do the cal culation on
the investnent |level required for this sized
facility, the tax revenue should be nore in the
nane or the range of $500, 000 per year. So this
Is not a great deal for the taxpayers. |If we were

to nove it to a different | ocation we m ght be
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able to strike a better deal, like with Century
Br ass.

As an X-DuPont-er, |I'mvery concer ned
about the |l ack of a decomm ssioning plan. You
don't al ways know what you don't know. \W're
already dealing with renedi ation at Century Brass
that has been extrenely costly. Nobody foresaw
that, and the fact that there's no deconm ssi oni ng
plan for this particular project is deeply
troubling for ne.

And | ast but not least, if I'm not
m st aken, that the proposal that's been nenti oned
a couple of tines for the 500 units on the
Candl ewood Mountain property was deni ed by zoning
because zoning believed it was not feasible. So |
think that m ght be additive to the discussion.

Thank you for hearing ne out. |
appreci ate the opportunity and |I hope that you
wll vote no on this proposal.

THE CHAI RMVAN:  Thank you.

Janet Levy.

JANET LEVY: H . M nane is Janet Levy.
Many peopl e have said what | want to say, so |
will try to nake it brief.

Li ke nany people, | support sol ar power.
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The question is, where? | cane this afternoon to
the hearing because | was very interested to hear
what Aneresco had to say. Here's ny takeaway.

I was actually sort of shocked that |
t hought that their proposal seenmed to be very
hastily pushed through. There were many questi ons
t hat were asked about the inpact on wildlife, and
especially on the endangered species, especially
during the inportant spring season. They had no
information on that. They weren't even thinking
about this in the spring. And they are not
pl anni ng on providing i nformati on about it because
you have to nake a decision by the end of the
year .

And when asked why it was so hasty they
said, lease ternms. To which | think, well, why
are you getting involved in a | ease where you
don't have the tine to really do the proper
prelimnary work that needs to be done?

My interest here is actually in
Candl ewood Lake. | think Candl ewood Lake is a
wonder ful | ocal resource and to clearcut the 70,
80 acres, whatever, at the top of the nountain
only, I think, 730 feet fromthe lake is, to ne, a

potential problem | was interested to hear if it
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was addressed. It wasn't, but to ne runoff is an
I Ssue.

Now you did ask a question about whet her
they were going to use herbicides or pesticides on
their property and they said, who? Us? OCh ny
God, no. W would never do that kind of thing.

We believe in now ng.

And | think, yes, that sounds very nice
and they're going to have -- they're going to now
for the six nonths and then there's going to be
sone i nvasive species that | heard sonebody, you
know, discuss.

And there are the sprays that are going
to cone out. The sprays will certainly invade the
well s of the people who Iive nearby, but it wll
al so i nvade Candl ewood Lake and | would call your
attention to the fact that Lynn Dem ng Park, the
New M| ford town park with a | ovely beach that
everybody here swwns in all sumer is directly
across from Candl ewood Mountain and wll be the
pri mary endpoi nt of all of the herbicides that
they certainly will never even think of using.

Lastly, we live in a tinme of extrene
weat her, a | ot of which we have had occasion to

see in the last couple of weeks. This extrene
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weat her is only going to get worse. It strikes ne
the vast clearcutting of forest is only going to
have di sastrous consequences for the future.

There is no erosion control device that
is as good as a forest, especially a nountaintop
forest. | think that they were di scussing vari ous
man- made drai nage conduits, sone small things they
said that could go under roads and things. | can
only imagine that it's going to take one, you
know, | arge stormand we're going to see that
little man-made conduits are just not going to do
the trick and there's going to be extensive
flooding. And ny guess is that Aneresco is not
going to pay for any of the damage to the people
who live on the bottom of Candl ewood Mount ain
Road.

So | believe that solar energy is a good
thing, just |like probably nost everybody in the
room The question is the location, and | just
believe that an alternate site should be found.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

Debra is it -- Schuel er?

DEBRA SCHUELER: You all rmust be very
tired right now

My nane is Debra Schueler. And I'd Iike
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to thank the Siting Council for doing such a
t hor ough exam nation of the pros and the cons on
def oresti ng Candl ewood nount ai nt op.

| believe in solar power, but aren't
there better places? How about our landfill.
Isn't that ready to take that energy and transport
it, you know?

And then if any of you are | overs of
nature, you already know t he benefits of keeping
forests and wetl ands. And aninals traverse on the
tops of nmountains and -- the |arger aninmals, and
so it's going to be very sad to see those animals
in our backyards. And we all wonder why we have
bears in our backyards. W seemto be so
astounded. W' re going to have bears in our
backyard and all the other animals who are trying
to find places to go.

Sonmeone has not nentioned this, but I
woul d kindly request that a traffic study be
conpl eted at the base of Route 37 and Candl ewood
Mountain Road. | have lived there for 40 years.
It's a very, very dangerous intersection and |
can't inmagine what it's going to be like with
|l ogging trucks in that area. | don't know. That

has not been addressed as far as | know.
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And in addition to that, that nountain
IS a very steep nountain to get up. And in ny
twenti es when ny husband and | used to boat -- and
we'd have to trailer a boat up that nountain and
it was hard getting a big Jeep Grand WAagoneer with
that boat up there. And |I'm wondering what it's
going to be like with those | ogging trucks getting
up there and down, and the noi se factor that
carries so easily.

Sonmeone of authority nentioned that
general ly when solar farns go up chem cal agents
such as Agent Orange are applied. | know we've
tal ked about this tonight, but | agree wth
Janet's point. |I'mthinking down the road that
they're going to find that two-year nowi ng i S not
sufficient, and that chem cals would have to be
appl i ed because weed whacki ng just woul d not take
care of it. Forests continue to grow and
encr oach.

And basically | feel that it's just too
close to the | ake and |I'm not going to repeat
other things. | so appreciate your tinme. | know
you're all very tired froma | ong day, and
oppose this, and hope you will listen to all of us

who do oppose it.
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Thank you so nuch.

THE CHAI RMVAN:  Thank you.

Tom-- V-R-B-A | nean, |I'mnot sure.

TOM VRBA: Hello. M nane is Tom Vrba.
| live on 141 Candl ewood Mountain Road. The sol ar
farm i1t would not be directly in nmy backyard, but
it's probably about a third of a mle as the crow
flies away fromwhere | |ive.

Just a little fun fact about this. |
have no financial interest in this project
what soever. |'ve had Lynme di sease a bunch of
times, and just a reference to what one of ny
nei ghbors said -- but Lyne disease is easy to get.

Anyways, | support this project. There
m ght need to be sonme tweaks done. Ckay? There
m ght be, you know, certain things that need to be
done to nake it a little bit better, but overall
this is a well-designed project. |'ve seen sone
of the plans for this. They're going to build
around the vernal pools so that, you know, so the
sal amanders and the frogs can nmate properly in the
springtinme. They're not going to be building in
t he wetl ands.

The project is relatively well

canoufl aged from Candl ewood Mountain Road and it's
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relatively well canouflaged from Route 7. It's
going to be quiet. There's probably going to be
somet hing |i ke two nonths of devel opnent and then
it'"s going to be very quiet for the npst part.
Ckay?

Yeah, sure. There mght be a tiny bit
of buzzing as you get near where the project is,
but | think overall it's going to be relatively
quiet. | see it as a work of art, honestly. |
think it has the potential to be very, very
beauti ful .

Now peopl e have commented that the sol ar
panel s m ght shoot down planes like if they had
| aser beans on them or sonething like that. |
wll defer to the FAA on that. |If the FAA
approves of the project then, you know, then |et
t he FAA decide whether or not. |I'mnot a
specialist. |If the FAA decides they think there's
sonething wong with it and sonet hi ng needs to be
done to inprove that, then |l et the FAA deci de.

As best as | can tell, you know, from
what |'ve heard about this place there's no bl ack
footed ferrets running around up there. You
know -- let's see.

Overall it's, as | said, | think it's a
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good project. Maybe nake sone tweaks. | nean,

sone peopl e have nmade sone really good suggesti ons

her e.

And ot her than that, ny main comment
woul d be -- ny other concern is, again not a
financial concern. It's this is not a state park.

This is not Nature Conservancy property. This is
not ny property. Ckay?

| don't own this, this land and I'm a
little bit concerned about telling other -- I'm
not about to tell ny neighbors that they can't put
an addition onto their house. I'mnot going to
tell themthey can't have a |oud party once in a
while. I'mnot about to tell themthat they can't
build on the lot. To ne, it's a matter of
letting -- to ne it's a matter of this is not ny
| and.

If this was a toxic waste dunp, if this
was a garbage dump or a junkyard or a coal-fired
power pl ant spewi ng ash into the air and maki ng ny
ast hma worse and neki ng everybody's ast hma wor se,
that would be a problem But this solar plant
w |l help shut down nore coal -fired plants, and I
think that's a good thing.

And so those are ny two main comments.
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| think the people, the neighbors, ny nei ghbors, |
think they need to be careful what they w sh for
when they overly regul ate property. Those are ny
coment s.

Thank you.

THE CHAI RMVAN:  Thank you.

Mchael J. -- is it Mdner?

(No response.)

THE CHAIRVAN: M chael -- is it Pachaug?
P-a-c-h-a-u-g.

M CHAEL PATZI G  Thank you so nuch for
spelling ny nane. |It's actually Patzig.

Thank you all for giving ne an
opportunity here to speak for a nonent. |
appreci ate your tine. There's been some projects
on this devel opnent that have al ready been shot
down. This is just another project. |If this does
not pass, the future project of any five-story
buil di ngs or residential property can al so be shut
down.

This is a pristine piece of land. W
have beautiful trees up there. This is a property
that ny son and I went hiking through. This is a
property where | tied little flashlights on the

kids in the nei ghborhood' s heads as we went
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searching for rocks and frogs. This is sonething
t hat needs to be conserved.

One main point that | would like to
bring up at this point is you've noticed everybody
in this roomhas done their research on the
Internet prior to comng here. Fromny
understanding, it is your civic duty to protect
the environnent. Please think on what your
decision is and howit will affect the future for
t he next town neeting when sonebody deci des that
it's a good idea for a conpany to cone in and
clearcut trees for the sake of profit. They wll
research the Internet and find this case and your
deci si on.

So | beg you, do the right thing. Trees
for sol ar panels nmakes no sense. There's |ots of
ot her pl aces.

Thank you very nuch.

THE CHAI RMVAN: Laura Ni gro.

LAURA NI GRO Hello ny nane is
Laura Nigro. | actually traveled here from
Si msbury, Connecticut. As you know, the Siting
Council was recently in Sinsbury and | appreciate
the opportunity to speak here. | ama party in

the Sinsbury action because simlarly it's putting
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a large solar utility in ny residential conmunity.

And |'m here because |I'm speaking to the
Council, not as a party in this action, but to say
that we've got a larger issue. This is not just a
Candl ewood issue. It's not just a Sinsbury issue.
It's a Connecticut issue, and we have a
significant burden that Connecticut is being asked
to bear wwth five sites of the eleven sites that
were sel ected by Massachusetts to be placed here
i n Connecti cut.

And the Siting Council has a trenmendous
responsibility because it sits in your hands,
unl i ke Massachusetts where the decisions are |eft
at the local |evel and where brownfields are
preferred sites. W have no such | aws, however
the Siting Council is not w thout power.

The Siting Council statutes allow you to
| ook at the laws of other states. |If those are
just to look at |l ocal zoning, then let's | ook at
Massachusetts | ocal zoning, the powers put in
| ocal Massachusetts zoning to | ook to prefer brown
sites. | hear repeatedly -- it's as if I'm
sitting in Sinsbury in Eno Hall with repeatedly
peopl e saying, |I'mnot against solar. Neither am
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I*' m not agai nst the placenent. Neither
aml. | amagainst putting this in an area where
we're trading green for green. W're tradi ng good
for anot her good, and how can that be right? And
it sits in your hands to nake this very powerf ul
decision for all of these citizens, not just in
Si nsbury, not just here in Candl ewood, but in
three other sites in Connecticut.

It's hundreds and hundreds of acres of
farm and of woods, and these are all good things
that shoul d be preserved. There are ways to go
about this in a nore productive way.

I was very encouraged that | saw Esty's
letter that was signed to Attorney Bachman. And
think it was al so Bl unenthal, because | had been
beggi ng them begging themto weigh in on this and
for themto say that they support solar projects,
whi ch 1s echoed t hroughout this room and was
echoed t hroughout Sinsbury. They support it, but
they don't know that it's appropri ate because of
t he environnental i npact.

There are inpacts on our waterways.
There's inpact on our |and. There's environnental
i nmpacts. This should not be pushed through in a

decl aratory judgnent. This has to be given a | ot
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of thought. This isn't a small three-negawatt
facility. This is a significant facility. 1In
Sinmsbury it's over 110,000 panels. How can this
be right. W rest this in your hands and hope you
guys do the right decision.

Thank you.

THE CHAI RMVAN. Rabbi Harry Rosenberg.

AVOCE Oh, I'msorry. He had to
| eave to pick up his daughter.

THE CHAI RVAN: Ckay. Rick -- Beobide?

RI CK BEOBIDE: M nane is R ck Beobi de.
| think really the comment that | want to nmake is
we could all cone up with our own statistics and |
feel -- is anybody here a honeowner ?

THE CHAI RVAN: Excuse ne, sir. Sir?
Sir? Just address your comments to the Siting
Counci |, please. Thank you.

RI CK BEOBI DE: Ckay. W could all cone
up with our own statistics. W can cone up in
favor, pro or con, and we'd all feel pretty
confortable with it, whatever we cone up wth.

But | think really the problemhere is
we have avail abl e places that this can go and
putting it here seens to be a little difficult, is

the way | see it. | just feel as though -- | vote
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no on this, by the way. | just feel as though --
we're tal king about neighbors. | nean, if we go
to Massachusetts we have nei ghbors in
Massachusetts. They need help -- I'ma little
nervous -- with electricity.

The point is, they have need, but to
supply that need do we have to use our own solid
resources here that are already green in order to
provide that? And | don't see the sense of that.
| know that's already been said, but I think, you
know, for the people who are neking this proposal
| think it's a matter of |oving your neighbor.

To provide an understanding for the
pl ace that you're going to build on, there's
people that lived there. W have needs. W
bought properties here, and these are our
i nvestments. And this is going to inpact our
investnent in an already green place, which is
what we noved into with the intent of noving here.

And | just think that when you have
t hese other possibilities to build sonething that
will work sonewhere else, it just doesn't nmke
sense to ne personally that we should nove on this
the way we're proposing. So that's all |'m going

to say.
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Thank you.

THE CHAI RMVAN:  Thank you.

Thank you. That concludes the I|ist.

The Council will now close the public comment
portion of the hearing.

There are several people who are listed
as W tnesses representing, so they get their
chance. They're represented -- which |I'mabout to
state -- we'll continue the evidentiary portion of
the hearing in New Britain on Tuesday,

Cct ober 31st, 2017, at 11 a.m

Pl ease note that anyone who has not
becone a party or intervener, but who desires to
make his or her views known to the Council nay
file witten statenents with the Council until the
record closes. Copies of the transcript of this
hearing will be filed at the New M I ford,
Brookfield and New Fairfield Town Cl erks' offices.

| hereby declare this hearing adjourned.
Thank you all for your participation and exit and

drive hone safely.

(Wher eupon, the above proceedi ngs were

concluded at 8:22 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

I hereby certify that the foregoing 87
pages are a conplete and accurate conputer-ai ded
transcription of ny original verbatimnotes taken
of the Public Hearing in Re: PETI TI ON NO. 1312,
CANDLEWOOD SOLAR, LLC, PETITI ON FOR A DECLARATORY
RULI NG THAT NO CERTI FI CATE OF ENVI RONMENTAL
COVPATI BI LI TY AND PUBLI C NEED | S REQUI RED FOR THE
PROPOSED CONSTRUCTI ON, MAI NTENANCE AND OPERATI ON
OF A 20 MEGAWATT AC (26.5 MEGAWATT DC) SOLAR
PHOTOVOLTAI C ELECTRI C GENERATI NG FACI LI TY LOCATED
ON A 163 ACRE PARCEL AT 197 CANDLEWOOD MOUNTAI N
ROAD AND ASSOCI ATED ELECTRI CAL | NTERCONNECTI ON TO
EVERSOURCE ENERGY' S ROCKY RI VER SUBSTATI ON ON KENT
ROAD | N NEW M LFORD, CONNECTI CUT, which was held
before ROBI N STEIN, Chairnman, at the E. Paul
Martin Room Roger Shernman Town Hall, 10 Min
Street, New M| ford, Connecticut, Septenber 26,
2017.

Robert G D xon, CVR-M 857

Not ary Public

BCT Reporting, LLC

PO Box 1774

Bristol, Connecticut 06011

My Conm ssion Expires: 6/30/2020
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