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STATE OF CONNECTI CUT
CONNECTI CUT SI TI NG COUNCI L

Petition No. 1310A
Qui nebaug Sol ar, LLC petition for a declaratory
ruling, pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes
Section 4-176 and Section 16-50k, for the proposed
construction, nmai ntenance and operation of a 50
megawatt AC sol ar photovoltaic electric generating
facility on approxi mately 561 acres conpri sed of
29 separate and abutting privatel y-owned parcels
| ocated generally north of Wauregan Road in

Canterbury and south of Rukstela Road and All en

Hi Il Road in Brooklyn, Connecticut.

Public Hearing held at the Brooklyn Community
Center, 31 Tiffany Street, Brooklyn, Connecti cut,
Tuesday, January 14, 2020, beginning at 3 p.m

Hel d Bef or e:
ROBERT SI LVESTRI, Hearing Oficer
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Desi gnee for Chairman Marissa P. Gllett
Public Uilities Regulatory Authority
JOHN MORI SSETTE
M CHAEL HARDER
DANI EL P. LYNCH, JR
EDWARD EDEL SON

Council Staff:
MELANI E BACHMAN, ESQ.
Executive D rector and

Staff Attorney

M CHAEL PERRONE
Siting Anal yst
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For the Applicant, Qi nebaug Sol ar, LLC
LOCKE LORD LLP
20 Church Street
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BY: DAVI D W BOGAN, ESQ
KATHRYN E. BOUCHER, ESQ

For The Connecti cut Light and Power Conpany
d/ b/ a Eversource Energy:
CARMODY TORRANCE SANDAK HENNESSEY LLP
50 Leavenworth Street
P. O Box 1110
Wat er bury, Connecticut 06702
BY: MARI ANNE BARBI NO DUBUQUE, ESQ.
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MR, SILVESTRI: Good afternoon,
everyone. This hearing is called to order this
Tuesday, January 14, 2020, at approximately 3 p.m
My nane is Robert Silvestri, nenber and presiding
officer of the Council.

G her nenbers of the Council are
M. Robert Hannon, designee for Comm ssioner Katie
Dykes of the Departnent of Energy and
Envi ronnental Protection; M. Larry Levesque,
desi gnee for Chairman Marissa Paslick Gllett of
the Public Utilities Regulatory Authority;

M. John Morissette; M. M chael Harder;
M. Daniel P. Lynch, Jr.; M. Edward Edel son.

Menbers of the staff are Ms. Mel ani e
Bachman, executive director and staff attorney;
and M. M chael Perrone, siting anal yst.

This hearing is held pursuant to the
provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut GCeneral
Statutes and of the Uniform Adm ni strative
Procedure Act upon a nobtion to reopen a petition
from Qui nebaug Sol ar, LLC for a declaratory ruling
for the proposed construction, naintenance and
operation of a 50 negawatt AC sol ar photovoltaic
electric generating facility on approxi mately 561

acres conprised of 29 separate and abutting
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privatel y-owned parcels | ocated generally north of
Waur egan Road in Canterbury and south of Rukstela
Road and Allen Hi Il Road in Brooklyn, Connecticut.

On Decenber 5, 2019, the Council,
pursuant to a request filed by Qui nebaug Sol ar,
LLC and the provisions of Connecticut GCeneral
Statutes Section 4-18la(b), reopened this
petition.

As a rem nder to all, off-the-record
comruni cation with a nmenber of the Council, or a
menber of the Council's staff, about the nerits of
this petition is prohibited by | aw.

The parties to the proceeding are as
follows: The Petitioner, Quinebaug Sol ar, LLC,
its representative, David W Bogan, Esquire, and
Kat hryn E. Boucher, Esquire, of Locke Lord LLP.

Party, Troy and Meghan Sposato, its
representative Troy and Meghan Sposat o.

Anot her party, Eversource Energy, its
representative, Marianne Barbi no Dubuque, Esquire,
of Carnody Torrance Sandak Hennessey LLP.

We will proceed in accordance with the
prepar ed agenda, copies of which are avail abl e on
the back table right next to the sign that we

have. Al so available, there are copies of the
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Council's Ctizens Guide to Siting Council
procedur es.

At the end of this afternoon's
evidentiary session, we wll recess and resune
again at 6:30 p.m for the public comrent session.
The 6:30 p.m public coment session will be
reserved for the public to make brief ora
statenents into the record.

| wish to note that the petitioner and
parties, including their representatives and
W t nesses, are not allowed to participate in the
public comment session. | also wsh to note for
t hose who are here, and for the benefit of your
fri ends and nei ghbors who are unable to join us
for the public coment session, that you or they
may send witten coments to the Council wi thin 30
days of the date hereof, and such witten
statenments will be given the sane weight as if
spoken at the hearing.

A verbatimtranscript will be made of
this hearing and deposited with the Town Cerk's
offices in Brooklyn, Canterbury and Plainfield for
t he conveni ence of the public.

Is there any public official here at

this tine that now w shes to nake a public
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st at enent ?

(No response.)

MR, SILVESTRI: Hearing and seeing
none, we will then proceed. Quinebaug Sol ar has a
notion for protective order regarding a response
to the Connecticut Siting Council Interrogatory
Nunmber 35 that was dated January 7 of 2020.
Attorney Bachnan may wi sh to coment.

MS. BACHVAN:  Thank you, M. Chairnman.
In the original petition proceedi ng under Finding
of Fact Nunber 117, Qui nebaug Sol ar had
voluntarily provided us wth the estinmted cost of
t he proposed project. And the intent of the
Interrogatory was to get an updated figure for the
estimated costs of this reopened nodified project.

Since the Council's charge is to
bal ance the public need for utility services at
t he | owest reasonable cost to the consuner with
the need to protect the environnment, we reconmrend
that this notion be denied and that the cost

figure be nade public.

MR, SILVESTRI: 1|s there a notion?
MR. EDELSON: So noved.

MR, SILVESTRI: Do we have a second?
MR, MORI SSETTE: Second.
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MR. HARDER: Second.

MR. SILVESTRI: Any di scussi on?

MR. EDELSON: |'m just wondering if --
well, no, it's the sane result.

MR. SILVESTRI: Go ahead.

MR, EDELSON: | nean, | think we're
| ooking relative to the original notion what the
change is. | don't know if they would, the
petitioner would feel nore confortable giving a
change in cost, but it gets us to the sane nunber,
so it's probably --

MR, SILVESTRI: Right now we have the
protective order based on the notion and the
second that we're | ooking to deny.

Any ot her discussion or coments?

(No response.)

MR. SILVESTRI: Hearing none, all those
in favor of denying the notion for protective
order, signify by saying aye.

THE COUNCI L: Aye.

MR, SILVESTRI: Any opposed?

(No response.)

MR, SILVESTRI: Any abstentions?

(No response.)

MR SI LVESTRI : The notion carries
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unani nousl vy.

Continuing, | wish to call your
attention to those itens shown on the hearing
program mar ked as Roman Nuneral 1.D., Itens 1
t hrough 101. Does the petitioner or parties have
an objection to the itens that the Council has
adm ni stratively noticed?

MR. BOGAN: Good afternoon, M.
Silvestri. For the record, David Bogan, al ong
wi th Kate Boucher, on behalf of the applicant. No
obj ecti ons.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you.

M5. BARBI NO DUBUQUE: Good afternoon.
Mar i anne Bar bi no Dubuque w th Carnody Torrance
Sandak Hennessey, counsel for Eversource. W have
no obj ecti on.

MR, SILVESTRI: Thank you. And any
other party present?

(No response.)

MR, SILVESTRI: No. Accordingly, the
Counci | hereby adm nistratively notices these
exi sting docunents, statenents and comments.

Att or ney Bogan, woul d you pl ease
present your w tness panel for the purpose of

t aki ng the oath?
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MR BOGAN. | will. Thank you,
M. Silvestri. If | my, |I'll remain seated
because of space limtations.

MR, SILVESTRI: That's fine.

MR. BOGAN: Starting with ny far |left,
Dr. Ryan, do you want to state your nanme, business
address, and business affiliation for the record,
pl ease?

KEVIN RYAN:. M nane is Kevin Ryan with
FB Environnental based in Portland, Mi ne.

MR. BOGAN: Ms. Nickerson.

MR. LYNCH: We can't hear himdown this
end. Can you speak up a little | ouder?

KEVI N RYAN: Apologies. M nane is
Kevin Ryan. |I'mw th FB Environnental based out
of Portl and, Mi ne.

MR. BOGAN: Ms. Nickerson.

KATELI N NI CKERSON: Katelin N ckerson
wth Tetra Tech from Portl and, WMaine.

MR. BOGAN. M. Huntl ey.

BRI AN HUNTLEY: M nane is Brian
Huntley. I'mwth Tighe & Bond out of Westfield,
Massachusetts.

MR. BOGAN:. M. G avel.

JONATHAN GRAVEL: M nane i s Jonat han
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Gravel with NextEra Energy, located in Portl and,
Mai ne.

MR. BOGAN: And M. Lee.

HAGEN LEE: My nanme is Hagen Lee. | am
wi th Next Era Energy based in Juno Beach, Florida.

MR. BOGAN: We do have two additiona
peopl e, should they be needed, so we shoul d
probably swear themin.

M . Devarona, perhaps step forward.

EDWARD DEVARONA: Yes. Good afternoon.
Ed Devarona with Next Era Energy and based out of
Juno Beach, Fl orida.

MR. BOGAN. And M. Cartaya.

JOSEPH CARTAYA: (Good afternoon. Joe
Cartaya, NextEra Energy, Juno Beach, Flori da.

MR, SILVESTRI: Thank you. Attorney
Bachnman, woul d you pl ease adm ni ster the oath?
KEVI N RY AN,
KATELI N NI CKERSON,
BRI AN HUNTTL EY,
JONATHAN GRAVE.L,
HAGAN L EE
JOSEPH CARTAYA,
EDWARD DEVARONA

call ed as wtnesses, being first duly sworn
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by Attorney Bachnan, were exam ned and
testified on their oaths as foll ows:

MS. BACHVAN:  Thank you.

MR, SILVESTRI: And Attorney Bogan,
could you pl ease begin by nunbering the exhibits
of the filings you have nade in this matter,
maki ng requests to admnistratively notice the
exi sting docunents and verifying all exhibits by
t he appropriate sworn w tnesses?

MR, BOGAN: Thank you, sir.

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

MR. BOGAN. M. Lee, did you oversee
the preparation of what's noted as Item 1 for
identification, the notion to reopen in this
pr oceedi ng?

THE W TNESS (Lee): Yes.

MR. BOGAN. And do you have any changes
or corrections, other nodifications to make to
t hat information?

THE W TNESS (Lee): No.

MR, BOGAN: |Is the information true and
accurate to the best of your know edge and belief?

THE W TNESS (Lee): Yes.

MR. BOGAN. Continuing with what's

noted as ItemB, which is the prefile testinony.
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M. Lee, di
as prefile

pr oceedi ng?

Ms. Nickers
prefile tes

pr oceedi ng?

you al so pr

pr oceedi ng?

is the info
| et ne ask

make to you

accurate to

M. Lee?

d you oversee or prepare what's noted

testi nony of Hagen Lee in this

THE W TNESS (Lee): Yes.
MR. BOGAN: Let nme do it this way:
on, did you al so prepare certain

tinmony for submssion in this

THE W TNESS ( Ni ckerson): Yes.
MR. BOGAN: And finally, Dr. Ryan, did

epare prefiled testinony in this

THE W TNESS (Ryan): Yes.

MR. BOGAN. And starting with M. Lee,
rmati on contained in the -- well, |et
you first, do you have any changes to

r prefile testinony?

THE W TNESS (Lee): No.

MR. BOGAN. Ms. Nickerson, any changes?
THE W TNESS (Ni ckerson): No.

MR. BOGAN: Dr. Ryan, any changes?

THE W TNESS (Ryan): No.

MR, BOGAN: |Is the information true and

t he best of your know edge and beli ef,
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THE W TNESS (Lee): Yes.

MR. BOGAN: Ms. Nickerson?

THE W TNESS ( Ni ckerson): Yes.

MR. BOGAN. And Dr. Ryan?

THE W TNESS (Ryan): Yes.

MR. BOGAN. M. Lee, did you also
oversee the preparation of what's denoted as the
petition for a declaratory ruling in this
proceeding, Item C for identification?

THE W TNESS (Lee): Yes.

MR BOGAN. M. Gavel, did you al so
participate in the preparation of the petition in
this matter?

THE W TNESS (Gravel ): Yes.

MR. BOGAN. And M. Huntley, did you
simlarly participate in the preparation of this
petition?

THE WTNESS (Huntley): Yes, | did.

MR. BOGAN: Ms. Nickerson?

THE W TNESS (Ni ckerson): Yes.

MR, BOGAN: Dr. Ryan?

THE W TNESS (Ryan): Yes.

MR. BOGAN: M. Devarona?

THE W TNESS (Devarona): Yes.

MR, BOGAN: M. Cartaya?
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THE W TNESS (Cartaya):

MR.

BOGAN:

make to the petition,

accurate to the best of your

M.

Lee?

Yes.

Do we have any changes to

M. Lee?

THE W TNESS (Lee): No.

MR.
THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE
MR.

THE W TNESS ( Lee):

MR.

THE W TNESS (G avel ) :

MR.

THE W TNESS ( Hunt | ey) :

MR.

BOGAN:
W TNESS
BOGAN:
W TNESS
BOGAN:
W TNESS
BOGAN:
W TNESS
BOGAN:
W TNESS
BOGAN:
W TNESS
BOGAN:

BOGAN:

BOGAN:

BOGAN:

M. Gavel ?
(Gavel): No.
M. Huntley?
(Huntley): No.
Ms. Nickerson?
(Ni ckerson): No.
Dr. Ryan?
(Ryan): No.

M. Devarona?
(Devarona): No.
M. Cartaya?
(Cartaya): No.
Is the information true and

know edge and bel i ef,

Yes.

M. Gavel ?

Yes.
M. Huntley?
Yes.

Ms. Ni ckerson?
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THE

THE

THE

THE
MR.

your testinony

assi st

THE
MR.
THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

MR.

THE
MR.

W TNESS
BOGAN:
W TNESS
BOGAN:
W TNESS
BOGAN:
W TNESS
BOGAN:
in this
W TNESS
BOGAN:
W TNESS
BOGAN:
W TNESS
BOGAN:
W TNESS
BOGAN:
W TNESS
BOGAN:
W TNESS
BOGAN:
W TNESS
BOGAN:

in the preparation or

(Ni ckerson): Yes.
Dr. Ryan?
(Ryan):

M. Devarona?

Yes.
(Devarona): Yes.
M. Cartaya?

(Cartaya): Yes.

And do you adopt that as

proceedi ng, M. Lee?

(Lee): Yes.
M. Gavel ?
(Gavel): Yes.
M. Huntley?
(Huntley): Yes.
Ms. Nickerson?
(Ni ckerson): Yes.
Dr. Ryan?
(Ryan):

M. Devarona?

Yes.
(Devarona): Yes.
And M. Cartaya?
(Cartaya): Yes.
Simlarly, M. Lee,

oversee the

preparation of certain responses to

di d you
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I nterrogatories issued by the Council

natter?

accurate to your

in this

THE W TNESS (Lee): Yes.
MR. BOGAN: M. G avel?
THE W TNESS (G avel ): Yes.
MR. BOGAN. M. Huntley?
THE W TNESS (Huntley): Yes.
MR. BOGAN: Ms. Nickerson?
THE W TNESS ( Ni ckerson): Yes.
MR, BOGAN: Dr. Ryan?
THE W TNESS (Ryan): Yes.
MR, BOGAN: M. Devarona?
THE W TNESS (Devarona): Yes.
MR, BOGAN: M. Cartaya?
THE W TNESS (Cartaya): Yes.
MR, BOGAN: |Is the information true and
knowl edge and belief, M. Lee?
THE W TNESS (Lee): Yes.

MR, BOGAN:. M. G avel?
THE W TNESS (Gravel ): Yes.
MR, BOGAN: M. Huntley?
THE W TNESS (Huntl ey): Yes.
MR. BOGAN: Ms. Nickerson?
THE W TNESS (Ni ckerson): Yes.

MR, BOGAN: Dr. Ryan?
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THE W TNESS (Ryan): Yes.

MR, BOGAN: M. Devarona?

THE W TNESS (Devarona): Yes.

MR. BOGAN. And M. Cartaya?

THE W TNESS (Cartaya): Yes.

MR. BOGAN. And do you adopt the
rel evant portions as your testinony in this
matter, M. Lee?

THE W TNESS (Lee): Yes.

MR. BOGAN: M. G avel?

THE W TNESS (G avel ): Yes.

MR. BOGAN. M. Huntley?

THE W TNESS (Huntley): Yes.

MR. BOGAN: Ms. Nickerson?

THE W TNESS ( Ni ckerson): Yes.

MR, BOGAN: Dr. Ryan?

THE W TNESS (Ryan): Yes.

MR, BOGAN: M. Devarona?

THE W TNESS (Devarona): Yes.

MR. BOGAN. And M. Cartaya?

THE W TNESS (Cartaya): Yes.

MR. BOGAN. M. Huntley, did you
oversee the location of certain signs in this
proceedi ng which are referenced as Item5 for

Identification on today's list?
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THE WTNESS (Huntley): Yes, | did.

MR. BOGAN. And did you al so have
occasion to review the Council's pretrial order in
this matter?

THE W TNESS (Huntley): Yes, | did.

MR. BOGAN: And is the |ocation of the
signs consistent with what was designated as the
directive with regard to the | ocation and
substance of those signs?

THE W TNESS (Huntley): Yes, it is.

MR. BOGAN: And finally, M. Huntl ey,
did you al so receive certain correspondence from
the State Historic Preservation Ofice noted as
tem Nunber 6 for identification in this matter?

THE W TNESS (Huntley): Yes, | did.

MR. BOGAN. Did you nake any changes to
t hat docunent upon receipt?

THE WTNESS (Huntley): No, | did not.

MR. BOGAN. And to the best of your
know edge, is that the docunent that was subm tted
in this proceedi ng?

THE W TNESS (Huntley): Yes, it is.

MR. BOGAN: | would nove adm ssion of
Iltems 1 through 6 on Item B, exhibits for

i denti fication.
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MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you, counsel or.

Does any party object to the adm ssion
of the petitioner's exhibits?

MS. BARBI NO DUBUQUE: Thank you.

Ever source has no objection.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you. The
exhibits are adm tted.

MR. BOGAN. Thank you.

(Petitioner's Exhibits Il1-B-1 through
I1-B-6: Received in evidence - described in
I ndex.)

MR, SILVESTRI: Just a rem nder, as we
go along with the cross-exam nati on and responses,
pl ease make sure you use the m crophones.

MR. BOGAN: The witnesses are avail able
for cross-exam nati on.

MR, SILVESTRI: Thank you. We will now
begin with cross-exam nation of the petitioner
wth M. Perrone.

MR. PERRONE: Thank you, M. Silvestri.

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON

MR. PERRONE: When were the project
signs installed?

THE WTNESS (Huntley): The project

signs were install ed on Decenber 31st.
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MR. PERRONE: Wre the signs
approximately 4 by 8 in size?

THE W TNESS (Huntley): They were
approximately 4 by 6 in size.

MR. PERRONE: Ckay. Wat information
was on each sign?

THE WTNESS (Huntley): The signs
contained the information specifically required in
t he menor andum t hat was issued prior to
installation of the signs and as discussed at the
prefile hearing -- the prehearing neeting.

MR. PERRONE: Could a sign affidavit be
subm tted?

MR. BOGAN. We can certainly do that,
yes.

MR. PERRONE: Could you give us a
hi gh-1evel sunmmary of today's field review, for
exanpl e, where we net and what occurred?

THE WTNESS (Huntley): The field
review today, we all net at the | ocation of the
parking lot for the athletic field on the site,
which is approximately on the sout hwestern edge of
t he proposed project. Fromthere we | ooked at the
overall proposed project in a figure that was held

for everybody to review W did a brief site walk
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towards the area of the herpetofauna protection
area, as well as further to the north towards a
potenti al breedi ng pool |ocation that was

i dentified during sone of the studies that were
done on the site. Fromthere we concl uded the
site visit and returned back to our | ocation
currently.

MR. PERRONE: Regardi ng the power
pur chase agreenment, given the revised project with
a different target date for comercial operation,
did the power purchase agreenent change?

THE WTNESS (Lee): W had to file an
extension for m |l estones, but the power purchase
agreenent |argely stayed in the sane form

MR. PERRONE: So the 20 year termis
still the sanme with no provision for extension?

THE W TNESS (Lee): Yes, 20 years. It
Is still 20 years.

MR. PERRONE: And after the 20 year
term you could obtain another PPA fromthe sane
or a different entity, or act as a nerchant
generat or?

THE W TNESS (Lee): Can you repeat that
questi on?

MR. PERRONE: Sure. After the 20 year
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term would you potentially seek anot her

act as a nerchant generator?

PPA or

THE W TNESS (Lee): Currently the

project is planned for a 20 year PPA term and 10

year nerchant termafter the 20 year PPA term

expires.

MR. LYNCH: Excuse ne, M. Lee, cou

you speak up a little | ouder?

THE W TNESS (Lee): Currently the

proj ect plans on a 20 year PPA term and

addi tional 10 year nerchant term

an

d

MR. PERRONE: Turning to the response

to Council Interrogatory Nunber 1 where

di scusses the forward capacity auction,

It

it says

t he petitioner participated in FCA 14 in 2019.

Wul d that be FCA 137
THE W TNESS (Devarona): Yes,

t he

petitioner participated in FCA 13, and then again

in FCA 14 at the beginning of |ast year.
MR. PERRONE: Ckay.

THE W TNESS (Devarona): Wiich is for

years 2023 and 2024.

MR, PERRONE: Coul d you expl ai n what

nmeant by "received qualified summer capacity,”

yet the final capacity obligation won't

be

S

but
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determ ned until this year?

THE W TNESS (Devarona): Yes, the
process for the FCA grants the project a
qual i fyi ng capacity nunber, which was 24.9, the
summer capacity. The actual auction takes pl ace
now on February 3rd, and so there's financi al
neasures that are part of that auction. And then
dependi ng on where that clears is where you get
t he capacity supply obligation. So we're | ooking
into going into that February 3rd auction.

MR. PERRONE: So regarding that
auction, sois it if it clears, or is it just the
amount that clears?

THE W TNESS (Devarona): It wll be
both. So it will be, it's a pricing auction, sort
of negative downwards to where the actual price
for the energy would clear. So nunber one is the
bid of the project as well as the anmount that the

project can be bid at.

MR SILVESTRI: | want to interrupt you
for a second. I'mnot sure if you answered it or
not. In that interrogatory you nentioned that the

qual i fied summer capacity received was 24.9
nmegawatts, but the project is nmuch bigger. Wat

happens to the bal ance of the negawatts?
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THE W TNESS (Devarona): So the project
has a PPA for the characteristics of the project.
The capacity auction is for a capacity value for
| SO New Engl and to neet the capacity obligations
for the region. So the two things don't
necessarily run together. |It's nore of a paynent
for the plant to be online to provide up to that
anount of capacity to supply the |1 SO New Engl and
obl i gati ons.

MR SILVESTRI: | think I got that.
Thank you.

MR. PERRONE: Referencing page 2 of the
comments from Departnment of Energy and
Envi ronnental Protection, the fourth paragraph
t al ks about how t he DEEP st ormnvat er program has
I ssued new gui dance for sol ar devel opnment. My
question is, has the petitioner reviewed this new
gui dance; and if so, have you discussed this new
gui dance w t h DEEP?

THE WTNESS (Huntley): W have
recei ved the new gui dance, but since it was only
| ast week that it was issued, we have not gone
through it in detail, and we have not had further
di scussions with DEEP specifically about

conpliance or the requirenents in the gui dance.
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MR. PERRONE: Referencing the response
to Council Interrogatory 36, it's noted that the
project is proposed to be constructed in phases to
m ni m ze di sturbance. Wthin each phase,
sub- phases woul d be designed to be | ess than 10
acres. Wiy was the phasing limt increased fromb5
acres |last tine to about 10 acres, max, this tine?

THE WTNESS (Huntley): Since this
proj ect was designed a nunber of years ago, we had
addi ti onal consultation with DEEP through their
stor mnvat er group, and we've al so had experience on
other projects wthin Connecticut. And we have an
under st andi ng and have a | ot of discussions wth
DEEP about what their goals were as far as
phasi ng, and the indication is that their
preference would be to have slightly | arger phases
to i nclude the devel opnent of stormmater basins in
lieu of traps which they felt was nore protective
of the environnment and nade nore sense for this
project. That, conbined with the geonetry of the
site, is where it nade sense to go to those | arger
phases.

MR. PERRONE: Does DEEP have a phasing
limt, do they cap the size of the phases?

THE WTNESS (Huntley): | believe that,
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in general, they do cap the size of the phase at
10 acres.

MR. PERRONE: Wbul d your phasing pl an
change due to the new stornmwater gui dance?

THE W TNESS (Huntl ey): Again,
haven't reviewed it in detail, but | don't believe
t hat the phasing woul d necessarily change because
of the gui dance.

MR. PERRONE: Then I'mgoing to refer
to the findings of fact from 1310, the original
findings. | have a spare copy if you need it.
Turning to findings 133 through 136 which get into
phasi ng - -

THE WTNESS (Huntley): I'msorry, | do
not have that in front of ne. My | have a spare
copy?

MR. PERRONE: (Handing) No problem

THE W TNESS (Huntley): Thank you.

MR, PERRONE: It's for Itens 133
t hrough 136. Those get into the stormater
phasi ng. Wuld these be largely the sane except
for increasing to about 10 acres instead of 5?

THE W TNESS (Huntley): | would say, in
general, the content would be very simlar except

It would change fromthe 5 acres to, in sone
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| ocations, 10 acres, and the |ocation of these
features would likely be different as well.

MR, PERRONE: And for Nunber 135,
before the estimte was one or two days to clear 5
acres. Wuld that nunber still, or would you
estimate nore tine to clear 107

THE WTNESS (Huntley): For the
clearing it's going to be very nuch | ocati on and
species specific. | think it would be safe to say
that since it is a larger area, that could
i ncrease to, you know, two to four days as opposed
to one to two.

MR. PERRONE: Ckay. Now sone
electrical questions. Turning to the petition
itself, page 314, as far as the point of change of
ownership from Qui nebaug to Eversource at the
col | ector substation, the second paragraph on page
3-14, it said the change of ownership would be on
t he substation bus, and then the third paragraph
says the termnal structure. | just wanted to
clarify the location of the change in ownership.

THE W TNESS (Devarona): The change of
ownershi p takes place as the conductor |eaves the
structure at the collector substation, and it's

designated within the interconnecti on agreenent
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whi ch we have with | SO New Engl and and Ever source.

MR. PERRONE: So it would be on the 115
kV side on the structure where it | eaves the --

THE W TNESS (Devarona): |It's right as
the wire goes over to the switchyard, the
Ever source substati on.

MR. PERRONE: Turning to the response
to Council Interrogatory 18, this gets into
feeders and DC |ines crossing public roads. |
understand there's two 34.5 kV AC feeders and two
1,500 volt DC connections. And we're also given a
drawi ng at the end where it shows the public road
crossings, and there are four of them | was just
wonderi ng which were which. Do you know which two
are the AC feeders versus the DC panel
connections? So that would be the draw ng for
Nunber 18.

THE WTNESS (Cartaya): Yes, to the
north of the project is the DC collection
underground routing. The southern, near the
substation or feeding to the substation, parcel is
where you will find the nedi um voltage AC
col I ection.

MR. PERRONE: Ckay. And while we're

still on the Council interrogatories, going on to
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nunber 19, there wll be a static nast about 70
feet tall. |Is that like a |lightning protection
mast, the static mast?

THE W TNESS (Cartaya): That is
correct.

MR. PERRONE: Al so on page 3-8 of the
petition it tal ks about Eversource will own
certain portions of the collection |lines that
interact the public right-of-way. So by the
collection lines, going back to the earlier
question, that refers to the two 34.5 kV that pass
over a public road?

THE WTNESS (Cartaya): Just a nonent.

(Wtnesses conferred off the record.)

THE W TNESS (Lee): Yes.

MR. PERRONE: Turning to Finding of
Fact 104, initially for the original project
electricity fromthe panel arrays would be
transmtted to centralized inverters via
underground DC collection lines. Are you also
goi ng to use underground DC |lines for nost of the
proj ect except the two over head noted?

THE W TNESS (Cartaya): So for DC
collection, nost of it wll be, we're exercising

the option to have above and underground. To feed
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into centralized inverters, you do have to go

underground within a certain perineter. Mst of

the DC collection wll be aboveground in the
array. |In our prelimnary design this is how we
pr oceed.

MR. PERRONE: And for the nunber of
Inverters, it was covered in the response to
Interrogatory 13. The response covered the noise
question, but as far as the quantity of inverters
was it 24 or 25?

THE W TNESS (Cartaya): 24.

MR. PERRONE: Now sone gener al
constructi on questions. Response to Counci l

I nterrogatory Nunmber 3, these are sone updates to

findings on distances to the nearest hone. On the

very last part, the revision to Finding of Fact
100, the distance is given fromthe limts of
construction to the Sposato residence of

approxi mately 98 feet; however, in the earlier
project we had about 55. | was just trying to
understand why it roughly doubl ed, but yet we're
dealing with an existing distance. The distance
fromthe limts of construction associated with
the access to the Sposato resi dence appears to

have gone fromb55 feet to 98 feet which is ny
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questi on.

THE WTNESS (Gravel): Can we have a
m nute to di scuss?

MR, PERRONE: Sur e.

THE W TNESS (G avel ): Thank you.

(Wtnesses conferred off the record.)

THE WTNESS (Huntley): The exact
nmeasurenent is sonething that I would have to
confirm how we cane up with those two different
nunbers. However, the proposed proximty of the
access road in that |location has not changed from
the original project, and | believe that what we
were tal king about for inpacts directly were
I mprovenents to that access road. The actua
| ocation of the closest array or panels is in the
nei ghbor hood of 800 feet away fromthat | ocati on.
So that's sonething that we would have to take a
| ook at to determ ne how we nmade that analysis to
provi de better clarity.

MR. PERRONE: Ckay. Also on that sane
topic, the existing southern access, you noted in
the interrogatory response that it's to be
I nproved. And how woul d the access road be
I mpr oved?

THE WTNESS (Huntley): 1In general, the
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Idea is that that access road woul d be mai ntai ned.
There's a portion of it that's currently paved,
and then beyond that is gravel. The idea of
I nprovenment is that there may be reason for
gradi ng or additional gravel on that road. There
are no proposed overall changes to the access road
in that location. The inprovenents are, you know,
purely for the point of access during construction
for the project.

MR. PERRONE: Al right. Also getting
i nto access distances, in the comments from DEEP
on page 3, DEEP states there's a possible
di screpancy between the figure on page 3-8, which
shows .88 mles of existing roads, and also it
mentions on page 4 of the vernal pool survey and
general herpetol ogical inventory cites the
presence of about 1.5 mles of existing dirt and
gravel roads on the site. Does this difference
reflect a difference between areas covered by
ternms "devel opnent area" and "the site,” or are
sone of the access roads not designated for reuse?

THE W TNESS ( Ni ckerson): Excuse ne.
Sorry.

MR, PERRONE: Yes.

(Wtnesses conferred off the record.)
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THE W TNESS (N ckerson): The nunbers
provided in the vernal pool report are nore of a
rough estimate and do not apply to the roads that
will be reused as part of the project site.

MR. PERRONE: So in the vernal pool
report it's nore about how nuch access is there,
not so nmuch what you're using?

THE W TNESS (N ckerson): Correct.

MR. PERRONE: Page 3-9 of the petition
tal ks about the wildlife gaps under the fence. It
appears that there's a two-tier system a 3-inch
gap and a 6-inch gap. Can you explain why it
varies? So it's page 3-9 in a section called
Fencing, Item 1.

THE W TNESS (Gravel ): The differences
in the gaps is pertaining to safety as well as
wldlife. The 3-inch gap is to provide a little
bit of a gap for snaller animals but also kind of
in locations close to where the public nay have
the opportunity to enter the site. So we're kind
of allowing for smaller aninmals to proceed
underneath the fence to get inside the facility.
The 6-inch gap is in locations that are farther
away from public access roads where the public

woul dn't generally have the opportunity to go and
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maybe enter the site. W've had sone previous
informati on fromthe Town of Brooklyn that there's
been sonme vandalismon the property in the
athletic field. So that's why we kind of have two
different gaps. So it's ultimately for wildlife,
but thinking of safety near access roads or public
accessways.

MR, SILVESTRI: M. Lynch has a
followup to that.

MR. LYNCH: Excuse ne. Wth the 6-inch
gap, even though you said it's not near the
public, wouldn't that, if you were a young kid,

li ke | was once, a 6-inch gap with a shovel, you
know, it's an attractive nuisance to run around in
these things. Well, | guess ny question would be,
do you feel that would be an attractive nui sance
to kids?

THE WTNESS (Huntley): W have
experience in other locations in other states at
other facilities where the 6-inch gap is actually
beneficial for wildlife, as indicated, for snal
wldlife to continue to nove. And we're not aware
that that is encouragi ng or providing an
attractive nuisance in those |ocations.

MR. LYNCH: The reason | ask i s because
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If you're a young kid and you see all these panels
out there, it looks like a jungle gym or
sonet hi ng, you can crawl under and hang on these

t hi ngs, not realizing that these panels are hot
and they can get a little shock. So | was just
wondering, if you haven't encountered it, that's
fine, but know ng kids being kids, you know, it's
sonet hing they can run around in, you know, slide
t heir bi kes under and hang on the racks and stuff.
So that's the reason why | asked.

MR, SILVESTRI: Thank you, M. Lynch.
M. Hannon al so had a foll ow up.

MR. HANNON: Thank you. Again, staying
on page 3-9, it talks about three different types
of fencing. |Is there any indication on the plans
as to where the fence is with the 3-inch gap
versus the 6-inch gap, and al so anyt hi ng
Identifying specifically the additional security
f ence because that appears to have no gap under it
at all. So I"'mjust curious if that's been
del i neated on the plan.

THE WTNESS (Gravel ): So the
substation facilities and switchyard, those woul d
be to code, and they would not have a gap at those

| ocations. Qur safety fence al ong public ways,
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that's where we intend to not have a gap. And we
don't have definitive indications of where those
different gaps will be. W're leaving that up to
the contractor to determne that. So nmaybe to
sone of your concern, identifying where maybe
there's a drop in the | andscape, you know, maybe
iIt's best to place the fence closer, the 3-inch
gap versus the 6. So we're leaving that up to on
t he ground and site specific.

MR. HANNON: So for the additional
security fence because, again, the reason |I'm
asking is because if that is going to be to the
ground, so you don't have the gap, wll that sort
of preclude sone of the wildlife fromactually
getting to that 3-inch or 6-inch gap, because |I'm
not sure exactly where the additional security
fence goes conpared to just the perimeter fencing.
That's kind of where I'mgoing with that.

THE WTNESS (Gravel ): Perhaps | can
reiterate to nake that a little nore clear. So,
Waur egan Road, Liepis Road and Rukstel a Road are
kind of the main access, public accessways near
the project. Along those |ocations that woul d be
nore frequented by public, that's where we would

not have a gap. So did | answer your question?
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MR. HANNON: Yes. So internally you'd
have the gap, but this is nore at the public
roadway, not within the project?

THE W TNESS (G avel ): Yes.

MR. HANNON: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you, M. Hannon.
M. Perrone.

MR. PERRONE: Thank you. At page 3-7
of the petition it gives the spacing of the panels
fromedge to edge, or what we could call the aisle
width, and it varies fromabout 7 and a half feet
to 10 feet. And then drawi ng C 086 shows about
8.7 feet. So is the drawing basically just the
aver age di stance or the typical distance?

THE W TNESS (Huntley): That's correct,
the drawing is a representative.

MR. PERRONE: Wy are different
di stances used for the aisle w dths?

THE W TNESS (Huntl ey): Dependi ng on
t he exi sting topography on the site and the
potential for inter-row shading, there is sone
variation in the wi dths between the panels for the
rows to mnimze the inpact of inter-row shading
from one panel to another panel at a different

row. And as topography changes, that woul d
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I ncrease or decrease slightly.

MR. PERRONE: In general, are there
certain areas where you have the narrower aisles
versus the wder, or does it vary a lot within
each array?

THE WTNESS (Huntley): It varies
wWthin the arrays to sone degree. |In general,
where you have a southern facing slope, the aisle
w dt hs would be narrower; and if it's a northern
or a different direction slope, those aisle wdths
woul d i ncrease.

MR. PERRONE: Al so on page 3-7 of the

petition under the nodul es and racking section,

each array wll consist of nodul es nounted on
fixed vertical posts. They'Il be installed by
using a pile driver, drill, or vibratory hamer.

My question is, do you have a default nethod to
install these posts? 1|Is there one you use nost
often and the others are backups?

THE WTNESS (Cartaya): Yes. Qur
normal practice would be to use a pile drive
nmet hod, and we intend on this project to use the
sare.

MR, PERRONE: Wbuld there be certain

geot ech conditi ons where you'd have to use a dril
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or a vibratory hanmmrer?

THE WTNESS (Cartaya): G ve ne just
one nonent .

(Wtnesses conferred off the record.)

THE W TNESS (Cartaya): Based on our
current geotech data, we don't anticipate having a
drill, but as our EPCs are in construction, that
certainly can be the case if they determ ne there
are sone areas where it's necessary.

MR, PERRONE: Ckay.

MR, SILVESTRI: If | could interrupt
and get a clarification? Explain the difference
between a pile driver and a vibratory hamrer for
putting in these piles?

THE W TNESS (Cartaya): Just one
nonent .

THE W TNESS (Huntley): As technol ogy
changes and as the installation nethods change,
there are slight variations on what could be used.
In general, | would say that the vibratory hanmmer
is typically an air type of a hammer which has a
hi gher frequency than a pile driver. A pile
driver is a slower hydraulic hamrer typically.
And the intention is that this was included if

there are certain conditions that are encountered
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where they need to do sonething different froma
standard pile driver, it allows us the ability to
deal with that. The vibratory hamrer is nore
along the lines of something simlar to a coring
type of drill where it's a rotary, you know, dril

type of scenario as opposed to the driving of the

post s.

MR, SILVESTRI: So would there be a
hi erarchy, if you will, that you would start with
a pile driver. |If that failed, what would be the

next one, would it be a vibratory hamer, or would
it be adrill?

THE WTNESS (Huntley): | would say
that it's definitely that hierarchy that the
intention is for it to be pile driven. And if
there is refusal that's encountered, neaning they
can't drive through it, they would need to go to
an alternate technique. Mst of the tine that
would be to drill a hole. |It's possible,
dependi ng on the constitution of the rock, that
t hey m ght have to go with sonething along the
lines of a vibratory drill if it's a nmuch harder
and nore significant rock that they're
encount eri ng.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you. Thank you,
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M. Perrone.

MR. PERRONE: So the nethod you woul d
use woul dn't be so nmuch a function of the soi
type, it would just be nore about encountering
rock; is that correct?

THE WTNESS (Cartaya): That's correct.

MR. PERRONE: Al so on page 3-7 of the
petition, nodul es and racking, second paragraph,
The nodul es and racking system are designed to
nmeet | ocal design and building code wi nd speed
st andards and acconmmodate max snow | oad in
Connecticut. M question is, does this include
conpliance with the state buil ding code for w nd
and snow | oadi ng as appl i cabl e?

THE W TNESS (Huntl ey): Yes.

MR. PERRONE: And al so on this page
3-7, the very | ast paragraph, The inverters and
transforners are prenanufactured, skid nounted,
and wll be |ocated on gravel pads. M question
I's, why were gravel pads chosen in |lieu of
concrete pads?

THE W TNESS (Cartaya): Just a noment,
pl ease.

(Wtnesses conferred off the record.)

THE WTNESS (Huntley): The inverter
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skids that are being used on this project don't
require installation on a concrete pad.

MR, PERRONE: Ckay.

THE W TNESS (Huntley): They're
premanuf actured skid units. They can be | ocated
on gravel. That's why gravel was chosen.

MR. PERRONE: So the inverters and
transforners can be set on gravel ?

THE W TNESS (Huntley): That's correct.

MR, PERRONE: Turning back to the
findings of fact docunent, nunber 87, in the July
2017 letter to the Council the Departnent of
Agricul ture had suggested a cl uster devel opnent
With rooftop solar on a portion of the property
with remai ning farnm and, forestland and wet!| ands
protected with a conservati on easenent that was
offered as an alternative. And ny question is, is
t hat feasible as an alternative?

THE W TNESS (Lee): No.

MR. PERRONE: Could any agri cul tural
el ements such as sheep, pollinator habitat or
crops be incorporated into the project?

THE W TNESS (Ni ckerson): It could be
consi der ed.

MR. PERRONE: Did Quinebaug discuss its
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soil mtigation plan and deconm ssioning plan with
t he | andowner s?

THE W TNESS (Lee): Yes.

MR. PERRONE: Next, 1'd like to get
into the solar panel wattage. | understand from
the response to Interrogatory 4, the DC negawatts
Is 73.44, and given the quantity of panels,

179, 128. Working backwards, | ended up wth about
410 watts per panel, but Exhibit F shows a range
of 390 to 415. Wi ch wattage have you sel ect ed,

i f any, yet?

THE WTNESS (Cartaya): |1'll answer
that. And that is, we have our procurenent plan
with NextEra. Cbviously, wth the technol ogy and
sol ar panel s changi ng just about as quickly as
cell phones, we do have a curve of what we
anticipate the wattage to be. Qur plan is 410 --
415, excuse nme, correction, but we do believe that
we shoul d have those wattage of nodul es by the
tinme we are ready to procure for this project.

MR S| LVESTRI : Did | hear 415 or 4107
' m not sure which one you sai d.

THE W TNESS (Cartaya): |1'mgoing to
state 410 for the record.

MR SILVESTRI : Thank you.
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MR. PERRONE: In the spec sheet for the
panels -- and | understand it was 390 to 415, and
410 is on there -- but for each panel, including
the 410, there's two ratings, there's an STC and
there's an NOCT, two different watts per square
nmeter. VWhich one would be nore applicabl e?

THE WTNESS (Cartaya): Just a nonent
to confirmw th the team

(Wtnesses conferred off the record.)

THE W TNESS (Lee): Are you referring
to Exhibit F?

MR. PERRONE: Yes, absolutely, back
page.

THE WTNESS (Lee): Gve nme a second.

(Wtnesses conferred off the record.)

THE W TNESS (Lee): We'Ill have to | ook
into that and get back to you.

MR. PERRONE: Ckay.

MR, SILVESTRI: Just before M. Perrone
noves on, | did want to go back to the nunber of
panel s we mentioned, this 179,128 and the 410 watt
rating on them That nmath cones out, again, to
73.44 negawatts DC. The original proposal was at
65. How does that affect the ACrating on the

project? And it seens |like you're getting a
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bi gger bang for the buck. | don't know if that
woul d be a true statenent or not.

THE W TNESS (Lee): So the AC nanepl ate
at PO remains 49.36. As for the bigger bang,
nor e equi pmrent al so equates to hi gher capex, so
it's not a |linear equation. W'd have to optim ze
it.

MR, SILVESTRI: So the AC stays the
same?

THE W TNESS (Lee): That's correct,

49. 36.

MR, SILVESTRI: So is there nore of a
| oss between the two? Before you had 65 to 49.
Now you have 73 to 49. To ne it al nost seens |ike
you have nore of a |l oss going on either with your
inverters, transforners or sonething el se.

THE WTNESS (Cartaya): So to answer
your question, the extra DCis feeding the
inverters. The inverters are always going to
mai ntain the AC feed for our point of
I nterconnect. The extra DC hel ps, especially in
Connecticut where we are able to capture nore sun
t hroughout the day which is to optim ze, as Hagen
had nentioned, the plant's operation during peak

sun, also in the early norning and | ate afternoon.
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So nore DCin the ground neans we are able to feed

that point of interconnect AC threshold for a

better tinme -- a bigger band of tine.
MR, SILVESTRI: 1'mgoing to have nore
questions on the panels thensel ves, but | don't

want to take away from M. Perrone's questi ons.
So I'"'mgoing to hold mne until sonmetine |ater.
Thank you.

MR. PERRONE: | have one | ast question
on that topic. So your DC negawatts has gone up,
your AC negawatts have gone down very slightly.
But getting back to your point, by having the
extra DC negawatts, does that hel p your capacity
factor?

THE W TNESS (Cartaya): Yes.

MR. PERRONE: One | ast question on the
nmegawatt topic. Under Tab C, the RBI Sol ar pole
test report, just in the header it said 80
nmegawatt DC. Was that intended to be a rough
nunber ?

THE W TNESS (Huntley): That's correct.
That is not terribly relevant. It was just a
nunber that was thrown out as they were doi ng sone
of their anal ysis.

MR, PERRONE: Now | 'd li ke to nbve on
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to the cost topic. Finding of Fact 117 had the
original cost at about $50 million, and that was
taking into account both Qui nebaug's equi pnent and
Eversource's equipnent. In light of the Council's
deni al of the notion for protective order for
Council Interrogatory 35, what is the tota
estimated cost for the revised project?

THE WTNESS (Lee): So the | atest
estimate of the total project cost is around $96
mllion. And because in our project econonics we
i ncl ude an extra 10 year nerchant period, not all
of that cost would be borne by the ratepayers.

MR. LYNCH: Just as a point of

clarification, does that nunber include the 13

mllion to Eversource for their project?
THE W TNESS (Lee): | believe it's
slightly nore than 13 mllion, but yes.

MR, LYNCH Well, that's what they had
in their interrogatory. Thank you.

THE W TNESS (Lee): Yes.

MR SILVESTRI: M. Perrone.

MR. PERRONE: So that is Qui nebaug pl us
Eversource in that nunber?

THE W TNESS (Lee): Yes.

MR. PERRONE: Could you generally
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expl ain the increase because now we're roughly
doubl e?

THE W TNESS (Lee): Can you give us one
m nut e, please?

MR, PERRONE: Sur e.

(Wtnesses conferred off the record.)

THE W TNESS (Lee): The project is
further along in its systeminpact study conpared
toits initial cost estimate, so there was
additional cost there. |In order to add a
significant anount of additional protection in
buf fer areas, we continue to add |land, and that's
addi ng cost. Additional study areas and study
years have added cost to this project as well.

MR, PERRONE: Ckay.

MR SILVESTRI: M. Mrissette had a
foll owup, | believe.

MR. MORI SSETTE: Thank you. You stated
that in the 96 mllion was an additional ten years
beyond the 20 year PPA. The costs associated wth
t hat additional ten years, is there capacity
additi ons or replacenent of panels associated with
t hat cost?

THE WTNESS (Lee): So the additiona

10 year nerchant period would help pay for the
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upfront capital investnment cost of this project.

And currently we assune no additiona
cost to operate that extra 10 years.

MR, MORI SSETTE: Thank you.

MR. S| LVESTRI : Thank you, M.

Mori ssette.

M. Perrone, please continue.

MR. PERRONE: Thank you. |I'd like to

nmove on to the historic archeol ogical topic. W

have a January 9, 2020 letter fromthe State

H storic Preservation Ofice. SHPO had sever al

recommendations in that |letter such as buffers,

map and field markings and tree renoval
if all of the

restrictions, and noted that

recomrendati ons can be taken into consi derati on,

augnent ati on

SHPO was of the opinion that the project wll

no adverse effect on historic properties.

expl ain how t he petitioner

SHPO s recomendati ons.

THE W TNESS (Hunt | ey) :

one second, please?

MR. PERRONE:

have

Pl ease

has taken i nto account

Coul d I have

Sur e.

W have

THE W TNESS (Huntl ey):

revi ewed the docunentation from SHPO. W are in

t he process of going through the detail ed anal ysis
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to determ ne what the actual inpacts are for each
one of the reconmmendati ons that they' ve nade.

It's our intention that we are going to nove
towards i npl enenting those recomrendati ons they've
made to satisfy their requirenents.

MR, LYNCH. M. Chairnmn?

MR, SI LVESTRI : M. Lynch.

MR. LYNCH. Excuse ne, |I'mlosing ny
voice. | noticed that in the application and in
the interrogatories, as well as the SHPO
docunents, there was very little reference to
Nat i ve Aneri can surveys or archeol ogi ca
decisions. 1Is that sonething -- you nentioned it
very slightly in here. Have you done that, or are
you going to do that with the Native Americans,

t he Narragansetts or the Pequots or --

THE WTNESS (Gravel): Are you
referring to the actual surveys or involving the
tribes?

MR. LYNCH  Well, nore involving,
you're correct.

THE WTNESS (Gravel): W are reaching
out to tribes. As of now, we don't have any
substantial or subsequent information fromthem or

questions, but we will continue to work with
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tri bes to have them understand the project and
what artifacts that may have been found on the
site. As for the surveys, yes, we have done

ar cheol ogi cal survey work which would include both
hi storical as well as Native Anerican findings.

MR LYNCH So let ne see if I -- are
you contacting the tribes or working wth the
tri bes? And because | know they are very active
in this area is the reason | asked the questi on.

THE W TNESS (G avel ): Correct. They
are active in the area. And we have reached out
to the tribes, and we wll continue to correspond
wth the tribes.

MR. LYNCH: Thank you.

MR SI LVESTRI : M . Hannon.

MR. HANNON: Thank you. Basically the
| ast page of the docunent dealing with SHPO, it
tal ks about there were five cultural resource | oci
identified. Two of them it sounds |like, there
wll be no proposed activity as the plans
currently stand within those areas, but there are
three areas where it tal ks about additiona
archeol ogi cal testing should be undertaken prior
to construction. Can you give just a quick

overvi ew of what that testing would be and how
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that phases in with the devel opnent of the site?
This is on the April 22, 2019 letter from DECD.

THE WTNESS (Gravel ): So you're
referring to the SHPO concurrence letter from
previously in 2019?

MR, HANNON:  April 22, 20109.

THE WTNESS (Gravel): Yeah, | have to
pul | that docunent up. But | believe as part of
t hat process and consultation with SHPO
i dentified what we have for findings at that tine,
recommended nore testing. W did the additional
testing. That's been submtted to SHPO and we
have this January 2020 concurrence based on
addi tional field work.

MR. HANNON: So does that nean the
testing has been done, or the proposed nethods in
doi ng the testing have been approved by SHPO?

THE WTNESS (Gravel): So the testing
has been done.

MR. HANNON:  Ckay.

THE WTNESS (Gravel): And the |l ocation
of our project there provided kind of a guideline
as to how they identify the project having no
adver se i npact.

MR,  HANNON: And what was the date of




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

54

that letter?

THE WTNESS (Gravel ): It was January
9, 2020.

MR. HANNON: Thank you.

MR, SILVESTRI: Thank you, M. Hannon.

M. Perrone.

MR. PERRONE: Lastly, | have just sone
envi ronnental questions. On Finding of Fact 176
fromthe original project, construction was not
expected to inpact private wells. As far as this
revised project, would it inpact private wells;
and if so, how?

THE WTNESS (Huntley): The finding of
fact has not changed. W do not anticipate any
i npact to private wells.

MR. PERRONE: How are the BMPs for the
ei ght vernal pools consistent with the US Arny
Cor ps of Engi neers New England D strict vernal
pool BMPs, dated January 20157

THE W TNESS (N ckerson): The vernal

pool BMPs are consistent with the 2015 gui del i nes.

W have included a 100 foot buffer around all

vernal pools, and a directional buffer around nore

productive pools, including the herpetofauna

protection area that we visited on the site wal k
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t oday.

MR. PERRONE: So with those features,
it would be consistent with the Arny Corps BMPs?

THE W TNESS ( Ni ckerson): Correct.

MR. PERRONE: Ckay, great. Dr. Ryan,
referenci ng page 2 of the eastern spadefoot toad
survey, it's noted past recorded data in Eastern
Connecti cut has shown that the eastern spadef oot
occurrences coincided well with hinckley soils.
In our petition we have a map of the soils, Figure
8, but | see three different types of hinckley
soi |l s based on sl opes.

And ny question is, for the purposes of
t he eastern spadefoot, do the slopes matter, do
t hey affect the chances of the eastern spadef oot
occurring?

THE W TNESS (Ryan): | don't know that
there's a | arge enough dataset to determ ne that,
so we treat all hinckley soil as potenti al
spadef oot regardl ess of sl ope.

MR. PERRONE: The spadefoot toad study
referenced three potential breeding pools, A B
and C  Are all three potential breeding pools
bei ng di sturbed by the project construction

I ncludi ng the project |aydown areas?
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THE WTNESS (Ryan): My | have one
nmonent ?

MR, PERRONE: Sur e.

(Wtnesses conferred off the record.)

THE W TNESS (Ryan): We've been wor ki ng
back and and forth wth Connecti cut DEEP on that
I ssue, and are working to conserve pool C, which
Is what we viewed in the field today.

MR. PERRONE: Mving on to Tab L, which
I's the greenhouse gas assessnent, | understand
Qui nebaug conpares the solar facility to a
sinpl e-cycle natural gas facility for em ssions
conpari son purposes. Qoviously, there's a few
different types of natural gas power plants. Wy
was si npl e-cycle natural gas used in the
conpari son?

THE W TNESS (Ni ckerson): W don't know
the answer to that. W can get back to you.

MR. PERRONE: Ckay. That's fine.

Lastly, getting into plantings, what
seed m x is planned for under the arrays?

THE W TNESS (Huntley): In general,
we' re proposing a native seed mx for grasses to
be underneath the array.

MR. PERRONE: Could the petitioner
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utilize pollinator-friendly species either under
the arrays or in other areas of the project?

THE W TNESS (Huntley): 1t's sonething
t hat we coul d consi der, yes.

MR. PERRONE: Is it nore feasible
around the panels? M concern is would the
shadi ng be an issue if you put pollinator species
under the panel s?

THE W TNESS (Huntley): The goal, or,
l'"msorry, the primary goal of the vegetation is
for erosion control and site nanagenent. So |
think fromthat perspective our goal is to utilize
seed m xes that would be robust and woul d give a
good root structure. From you know, where,
whether it's in the shade under the panels or
bet ween the rows that would be better for
potential pollinator habitat, |I'm not sure that we
know the answer to that. It would require

addi ti onal research.

MR PERRONE: I'mall set. Thank you
very much.

MR, SILVESTRI: Thank you, M. Perrone.
We'll continue with M. Levesque.

MR. LEVESQUE: M question is for

M. Lee. On your decomm ssioning plan, which is,
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for everybody it's Tab K, are you there? It's
Section 3, project deconm ssioning plan, and on

t he next page it says renpbve concrete foundations,
If required. Are you wlling to change that to
just renove all concrete foundations? Wen you
say further in your plan you expect that the site
Wil be returned to its existing condition except
for the nention of, you know, roads if the

| andowner wants it, but it seens that the

subm ssions, to say it was a tenporary inposition
on farm and, then you should be renoving all the
concr et e.

THE WTNESS (Huntley): As we noted
earlier in our response to a question, on this
site the proposal for the equi pnment pads is for
t he equi pnent to be |ocated on gravel. So in
general where we woul d antici pate concrete being
used, if at all, would be potentially for sone
grouting, if we run into refusal, when we're
installing the posts, and a majority of that would
likely be in an area that's already either a rock
or potentially bedrock or another type of
obstruction. So | think the "if required" was
Intended to be kind of a leftover that if we do

need to use this concrete or this grouting in any
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of the placenment of the posts, it would be in an
area that was previously already either rock or,
you know, refusal, so renoving it woul dn't
necessarily change the result of providing this or
returning it back to farnl and.

MR, LEVESQUE: So where there's good
soil, you could renove it easily?

THE WTNESS (Huntley): That's
absolutely correct. |In areas where we woul d be
protecting the farmand soils, | think the
intention certainly is that concrete certainly
wthin atillable range, even, would be renoved,
yes.

MR. LEVESQUE: So you can just detail
t hat in your D&M pl an.

THE W TNESS (Huntley): W could
certainly nodify the plan to indicate that, you
know, concrete within tillable farmsoils would be
renmoved as part of the decomm ssioni ng pl an.

MR, LEVESQUE: Ckay. And then | think,
| ooking at the plans, it shows the soccer fields
and its supporting parking |l ots would be used for
panel s?

THE WTNESS (Huntley): That's correct.

MR. LEVESQUE: Is there any plans for a
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repl acenent | ocation of those fields or parking
With structures on top of the parking for solar
panel s?

THE W TNESS (Lee): We've had a nunber
of discussions with the town and the | andowner to
rel ocate the soccer field. | do not think the
new y proposed field shows on the map, but we know
where it's going, and it nakes the town happy and
t he | andowner happy.

MR, LEVESQUE: Near a road it woul d be
even better for the public. GCkay, so you'll talk
about that at a | ater date?

THE WTNESS (Lee): It's going onto a
parcel we call Pinedale parcel. It's close to the

river, easily accessible.

THE WTNESS (Gravel ): It's |ocated off
VWaur egan Road as well, so it wll be a nore
convenient |location, | think, for access.

MR. LEVESQUE: Thank you very nmuch.
That's it.

MR, SILVESTRI: Just before we nove on,
while M. Levesque was on the topic of
decomm ssioning, | had a question for you. Wat
happens to the coll ector substation in

deconmm ssi oni ng?




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

61

THE WTNESS (Lee): In order to give
you the nobst accurate response, we'll have to get
back to you on that. Thanks.

MR, SILVESTRI: Thank you. M. Harder.

MR. HARDER: Thank you. | guess this
Is probably for M. Lee. The project is proposed
to generate a little |l ess than 50 negawatts of
power, correct? Oh, |I'msorry.

The project will be generating
approxi mately 50 negawatts, slightly less than
t hat, of power. So you have contracts, or at
| east a contract, or perhaps contracts, to provide
that power. |If either as a result of our
requi renents or your own decisions, the project
has changed such that that power is reduced. How
nmuch | eeway do you have before you run into
problens with those contracts? How nuch further
could it be reduced?

THE WTNESS (Lee): So the power
purchase agreenents are in the formof a state

formthat was attached to the RFP. Very little

was anmended. It has very strict requirenents of
us to produce a certain anmount of power. It does
have a little bit of flexibility. 1'll have to go

back and read how nuch exactly it allows us to
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deviate from that nanepl at e.

MR. HARDER: | appreciate that. And if
you can get back to us. Can you give us any sense
now for -- | mean, are you tal king single
per cent ages or --

MR. BOGAN:. |If you know.

THE WTNESS (Lee): W have, you know,
several offtakers. |'Il have to check the PPAs
and get back to you on that.

MR, SILVESTRI: | think you can get
back to us on that.

MR. HARDER: Ckay. Thank you. The
petition indicates that, assumng the project is
built, there will be a continuation of sone sand
and gravel operations on the site. Are those, the
two | arger open areas in the northwestern part of
the site, is that where that activity woul d take
pl ace, or would it be sonewhere el se?

THE W TNESS (Lee): Ongoing excavati on
activities could potentially be on three sites,

t he what we call western pit and the central pit
and the substation parcel.

MR. HARDER: Did you have di scussi ons?
| guess what |I'mwondering is, |I'mwondering about

the feasibility or the possibility of using any of
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t hose areas, especially those in the northwestern
area for power production. One of the things that
sticks out, obviously, you' re going to be cutting
down a fairly substantial nunber of acres of
forest area, and |I'm wonderi ng what the
feasibility is of using those, or at |east part of
those gravel mning areas. The people or the
party or parties that would be doing that work,
were they -- did they have, or do they presently
have access to any of the land that you're
proposing for panels? So |I'm wondering, you know,
have they agreed to essentially give up part of
the area that they're using for gravel production,
or are they not using any of that area at this
poi nt ?

THE W TNESS (Lee): W have sol ar
arrays planned within all three excavation areas
to varyi ng degrees.

MR. HARDER. Right, but there's still a
fair anount of open area that's not proposed to be
used for panels, so |I'm wondering, you know, to
of fset sone of the areas. You know, one of the
concerns | have also is in the southern kind of
sout heastern area there's sone fairly small areas,

kind of fragnented areas, that require directional
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drilling to access or to connect them And I'm
wondering, | nean, you know, it would be nice to
trade off sone of them for sone open areas and
gravel, you know, that are presently used for
gravel mning. |'msure there are reasons, and
I*'mjust wondering what those reasons are, how
significant they are, are they really road bl ocks,
or are they reasons that are changeabl e?

THE W TNESS (Lee): So we've nade
extensi ve efforts and had extensive di scussions
with the | andowners and the m neral right owners
and the mning right owners to maxi m ze using
predi sturbed | and, and to this day we continue to
have those di scussions. They're not easy
di scussi ons because it al so obviously inpacts the
| andowners' econom c situation as well as the
m neral right owners and the m ning right owners.

MR, SILVESTRI: Wuld it be correct to
say that at this point you couldn't expand into
t hose areas because you don't own that property?

THE W TNESS (Lee): Most of the gravel
pits are included in exclusion areas that we
coul dn't devel op, but that didn't stop nme from
asking the | andowners to |l et us put panels there.

So we made a lot of effort trying to naxim ze use
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of predi sturbed | and.

MR. HARDER: It sounds |ike sone
di scussi ons nay conti nue, although they may be
difficult discussions, you haven't hit an absol ute
dead end on that at this point.

THE W TNESS (Lee): So, for exanple, an
out conme of those discussions that you can see in
our latest filing, we are planning to put panels
on the substation parcel, which is an active
gravel pit, and that is currently in the excl usion
area with our | andowner, so that was a positive
out cone.

MR. HARDER: Thank you. Could you
characterize or briefly summari ze the status of
t he di scussions with the NDDB fol ks? W' ve seen
sone of the correspondence, and | gather that the
ball is nore or less in their court, but if you
could sunmari ze that?

THE W TNESS (Ni ckerson): Qur project
team had a neeting with NDDB i n Decenber, and we
feel confident that we are com ng close to an
agreenent with themin terns of protection of
endangered species and all of the surveys and
protections being offered at the site. W have

al ready responded to two rounds of questions from
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them over the summer and into the fall, so they're
ongoing, and we wll be submtting sone revised
plans to them shortly.

MR. HARDER: Thank you. DEEP has
i ndi cated that you would be required to subnmt an
application for a stormnater general permt; is
t hat correct?

THE WTNESS (Huntley): That's correct,
we woul d be submtting under the construction
general permt, yes.

MR. HARDER: That has not been
submtted yet?

THE WTNESS (Huntley): That is
correct.

MR. HARDER: When do you antici pate, do
you have a rough tine frame?

THE W TNESS (Huntley): So one of the
requi renents of submtting under the construction
general permt is that we need to have our NDDB
concurrence in hand prior to being able to submt
t hat docunent. And as Ms. Ni ckerson indicated,
we're in the process of trying to wap up that
process. Qur intention is that i mediately on the
heel s of receipt of the NDDB concurrence, we woul d

be submtting to DEEP for the stormnater.
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MR. HARDER: Thank you. There appeared
to be several | ocations where arrays, solar arrays
are proposed to be installed in sedinmentation
basins. That raises the question about possible
problenms if those basins, or if access to those
panels was difficult or a probl em because of
accunul ated water. Do you not expect any standi ng
water at all in those basin areas, or how do you
approach that?

THE W TNESS (Huntley): Based on the
desi gn of those basins, we don't anticipate
prol onged water in those basins, that's correct.
During and after a stormevent we woul d expect
t hat those basins would function to detain
stormmater in an attenpt to mimc existing
conditions froma runoff perspective on the site,

and then dewater shortly after a storm

MR. HARDER: | suppose you coul dn't
wait until after the storm |If there was sone
kind of a problem would you still be able to

access those panel s?

THE W TNESS (Huntley): Can | have a
second on that, please?

(Wtnesses conferred off the record.)

THE WTNESS (Huntley): In general, if
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there were an incident, a situation that needed to
be addressed such as damage to a panel, that's
sonething that could wait a nunber of days, if
required, for maintenance to allow the area to
dewater to have safe access to that area. An

i ndi vi dual area could be shut down from a
generati on perspective to allow the day or two
that would be required for that area to be dry
prior to accessing it for any mai ntenance that's
needed.

MR HARDER: So if there was an
energency, you could shut that section off and
deal with the energency or just wait until the
ener gency passed?

THE W TNESS (Huntley): Correct.

I ndi vi dual areas within the project feeding to
each inverter, the inverters could be shut down
and isolated if there's an issue in those

| ocations, and then those areas coul d be

mai nt ai ned or managed or replaced or repaired as
necessary.

MR. HARDER: Ckay. | had a question on
panel cleaning. There was a nention in the O%M
pl an, and this becones nore of an issue, | guess,

because you're going to be near, nost |ikely near
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sone gravel mning operations and | assune sone
resulting dust. And | think you indicated in
there that the panels will be cleaned basically
wth just water, but there was a nention that they
be cleaned with water and a soft bristled broom
Whien | think of tens of thousands of panels
scattered around, it seens |ike that would be a
difficult undertaking to clean panels with a soft
bristled broom all those panels. |s that going
to be nore of a problemthan cleaning with a soft
bristled broom would acconplish, or is that not an
I ssue?

THE WTNESS (Cartaya): Qur analytics
team first off, I'd like to address, takes
soiling into the production of the plant overall.
C eani ng of nodul es would only be necessary if we
noti ced and saw a drop in production. So it would
be isol ated, potentially, and we would see this at
inverter levels, so potential blocks, and then
we'd have a technician | ook and i nspect. It
woul dn't be a problemto clean it with water and a
brush, a soft bristle brush. The overall plant is
probably not going to have to be cl eaned al npost
ever, taking into account even the active m ning

happening in the area. That was all consi dered.
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MR. HARDER: Do you have systens in
pl ace near simlar activities, whether they're
gravel mning or sone kind of activity that
generates a fair anount of dust, is your coment
based on experience, | guess?

THE WTNESS (Cartaya): Yes. And
Next Er a operates several projects across the
country, nanely to address what you're thinking,
projects in the desert where we have dust stornms
and they collect on the nodules. Al those are
taken into consideration for production and have a
very small inpact on the overall production of the
pl ant over tine.

MR. HARDER: Thank you. | have a
question on wetland buffers you nentioned a coupl e
of tinmes and the petition nentions it. Buffers,
you're generally going to adhere to at |east 100
foot buffer except in certain areas. And from
what | could tell, it appears that there's sone
I nconsistencies. And I'mnot sure if |I'm
m sreadi ng something. |In sone areas it says that
the buffer will only be I ess than 100 feet for a
few reasons, and | think in at |east one |ocation
It says not | ess than 50, but then there's --

well, let ne see here. For exanple, page 6-16
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says wetland buffers wll be |less than 100 for two
reasons, in the case of low quality wetl ands or
areas already inpacted. But then | believe it's
page 1-2 says the only reason is mnor deviations
proposed for previously inpacted resource areas.

In Tab D, Appendix A, there's a table,
| believe it's Table 3, that shows several
exanpl es of setbacks |less than 50 feet, sone as
|l ow as 10 feet. Sone of the explanations are
there's already existing roads there and that kind
of thing. But am| m sreadi ng sonething, or are
there actual separating distances that are
actually as low as 10 feet?

THE W TNESS (N ckerson): Any di stances
that are |l ess than 50 feet are in areas where
there is an existing road i mmedi ately adjacent to
a wetl and resource. Does that answer your

questi on?

MR. HARDER Well, | guess. So there
are errors then. | nmean, that's fine if there are
errors, I'mnot saying that's a big problem But

| just want to make sure that those parts of the
petition that indicate that the separating
di stances aren't going to be |l ess than 50 feet are

I ncorrect.




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

72

THE W TNESS (Ni ckerson): The intention
wth the 50 foot buffer is to areas that wll be
devel oped for the project and not areas that are
al ready devel oped.

MR. HARDER: Ckay. | think it would be
hel pful if you clarified that, perhaps, in
writing.

THE W TNESS (Ni ckerson): Sure.

MR. HARDER: One follow up question on
that. Were the reason is there's an existing
road that's already fairly close or at | east |ess
than 50 feet to a wetland, did you consider, even
t hough that is the case, did you consider -- and
you're going to continue using that road -- did
you consi der relocating the road or putting the
road for your purposes in a different area if the
wetl and is one that would benefit fromthat kind
of nove?

THE W TNESS (N ckerson): That woul d be
difficult and likely create nore of an inpact. In
nost cases oftentines the road is between two
exi sting resources, and so noving it wouldn't
really change in ternms of inpact.

MR. HARDER. Ckay. That's what |

wasn't sure if it was even feasible to do that.
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THE W TNESS (N ckerson): Leaving the
roads as-is is generally less of an inpact than
nmovi ng t hem

MR. HARDER: Okay. Thank you.

THE WTNESS (Gravel ): If | may try to
describe the buffers a little bit, and maybe this
can -- and if | fail to answer your question, we
can provide it in witing. But the 50 foot buffer
for those wetlands that are of |lower quality,

t hose are particular to the solar array facility.
And as you were pointing out, roads are the only

| ocati ons where we have | ess than 50 feet. So
kind of using the existing inpacts that already
exi st there, those are the only locations. So the
only work to be done on those roads are kind of
what Brian nentioned which is just adding sone
gravel, if needed, but no real inpact to the road.
No changes to the road are proposed.

So that's really -- maybe it was kind
of confusing on how we wote it in two different
sections, but that's really the difference there
is just 50 feet is for those previously inpacted
wet | ands or where the buffers aren't forested,
that's where we have 50 feet. And also those are

based on functions and val ue assessnent that we
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kind of did where we | ooked at all the wetl ands,
| ooked at their values, if it's ecol ogical,
wildlife, if it has higher value for those types
of resources, we kind of did that anal ysis and
figured out our buffers based on that type of
I nf ormati on.

Does that clarify your question?

MR. HARDER: |t does. Yeah, it does.
Thank you. Just one | ast question back on the
I ssue of cutting forested areas and that kind of
thing. | did want to ask how many acres of
forested area does the proposal involve cutting?

THE WTNESS (N ckerson): | think it's
sonewhere in the range of 70 acres.

MR. HARDER: Ckay. And the total now
Is around 220 or so, right?

THE W TNESS (Ni ckerson): The
devel opnent footprint?

MR. HARDER: Ri ght.

THE W TNESS (N ckerson): Correct, yes.

MR. HARDER: Thank you. That's all |
have. Thank you.

MR, SILVESTRI: Thank you, M. Harder.

| have two quick foll owups on what M.

Har der was asking. And M. Huntley, | want to ask
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you first. Wen he was tal king about the panels
that are in the basins, what do you do about
cl eani ng out sedinentation in the basins?

THE W TNESS (Huntl ey): The
construction of the basins that we're proposing
are |l ong-term basi ns where what we've actually
done is we've included berns to be built as
opposed to excavations for basins. So we would be
| ocating these in areas where we would, by the
time stormnvater is flowwng to them the site would
be essentially stable. So we don't anticipate a
significant anount of sedinment renoval to begin
wth., As a followup question, or as a follow up
response to it, the aisle wdth in those areas
woul d all ow for access for small nachines, m ni
excavators, as well as, you know, hand work to be
able to get into any of those to do any
mai nt enance that's necessary.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you. And the
other followup |I had goes back to the cleaning of
panels. |Is pollen taken into account when you do
your anal yses as far as gains and | osses?

THE W TNESS (Lee): | believe our
anal ytics teamtakes into consi derati on snow,

pollen and soiling fromdirt particles.
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MR, SILVESTRI: | asked about the
pol | en because m ne do get a | ot of pollen on them
during the springtinme. So thank you.

l|'"mgoing to go with M. Edel son next.

MR. EDELSON: Thank you, M. Silvestri.

So ny first question is, just curious,
for NextEra. What's your |largest solar project in
New Engl and in terns of AC negawatts?

THE WTNESS (Gravel): Is that built or
contracted?

MR. EDELSON: Yeah, built.

THE WTNESS (Gravel): That's the
Cool i dge Sol ar Plant in Ludl ow, Vernont.

MR. EDELSON: And the size of that is?

THE WTNESS (Gravel ): 20 negawatts,

19. 6.

THE W TNESS (Lee): But we have a
contracted facility in Maine for 77 negawatts in
its |late stage.

MR, EDELSON: | wunderstand. | was
| ooki ng at your experience in doing sonething of
this size.

THE WTNESS (Gravel): And if | may
add, we're currently constructing a 50 nmegawatt

project in Sanford, Mine.
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MR, EDELSON: Sanford, WMaine?

THE WTNESS (Gravel ): Sanford, Maine.

MR. EDELSON. Ckay. Very good. The
Departnent of Agriculture indicated there was
significant carbon storage avail able from
agricultural lands, and the appendi x that dealt
wth that, the greenhouse gases, the line itens
associated with agriculture cane to about 2
percent of the total anobunt of carbon sequestered
or carbon in the anal ysis.

Are you tal ki ng about the sane thing
that the Departnent of Agriculture is talking
about as far as the use of agricultural lands in
terms of | ooking at carbon or greenhouse gases?
Is that what they're tal king about when they say
"significant carbon storage,” or you haven't
talked to them and you're not sure?

THE W TNESS (N ckerson): Excuse ne.

MR, EDELSON: If you'd like to | ook
into that and ask the departnment --

THE W TNESS (N ckerson): | would have
to go back and | ook at the numbers.

MR, EDELSON:. 1'd like to just nake
sure we're all tal king about the sane thing

because they nmade that pitch about significance.
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THE W TNESS (N ckerson): Absolutely,
yeah.

MR. EDELSON:. Let me just go back to an
I mportant topic of the nmaintenance. And you used
this termof "sweeps," which | understand, or at
| east in a m nd was soneone physically wal king the
perineter to look at wildlife and wildlife
I mpacts. So can you describe a little bit -- this
was, | think, in Section 617 -- what is neant by a
sweep? Wiat happens? Wio is responsible for
doing it? How often is a sweep done, and what's
done with that information fromthe quote/ unquote
sweep?

THE WTNESS (Gravel): My | have just
a nonent ?

(Wtnesses conferred off the record.)

THE WTNESS (Gravel): Just to clarify,
| believe you're referring to construction. And
the nmonitoring and sweeps wll be during
constructi on, not operation.

MR, EDELSON: | thought it was under
operation. | wll double check.

THE W TNESS (Gavel ): So during
construction there will be perineter erosion

controls set up which will also --
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MR. EDELSON: This is nore about
w | dlife managenent.

THE W TNESS (G avel ): Yes.

MR. EDELSON: Only during construction
you're going to be doing the sweep?

THE WTNESS (Ryan): The fence is
referenced, silt fence, for during construction.
It is renoved once construction is done,

t herefore, no need for sweeping the fence to nove
any wildlife that may be found along it or to
sanitize any cordoned off areas of wildlife prior
to construction.

MR. EDELSON: Al right. So how often
Is a sweep done?

THE W TNESS (Ryan): | would have to
reference the plan, but | believe it's at | east
t hree days of sweeps when an area is cordoned off
to make sure you get out any wldlife that you
can, and then daily after that to | ook for
w ldlife along the fences.

MR. EDELSON. And who is going to be
t he quot e/ unquot e sweeper, who's responsible --

THE W TNESS ( Ni ckerson): There would
| i kely be a designee fromthe contractor.

MR. EDELSON: | think DEEP i ndi cat ed
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there had to be certain qualifications. Are you
conmmtted to those qualifications for doing the
sweepi ng?

THE W TNESS ( Ni ckerson): Yes, that
woul d be an environnental nonitor would be
desi gnated to be doing that, and the project has
commtted to that.

MR. EDELSON: Ckay. So in terms of
renote nonitoring, here | think we're tal ki ng
about after there is construction. There were two
organi zations that were noted with acronyns, ROCC
and FPDC. Are those affiliates or organizations
under the NextEra unbrella, or are those third
parti es?

THE W TNESS (Lee): Yes, they are
Next Era t eamns.

MR. EDELSON: Can you explain the
rel ati onshi p bet ween Next Era and ROCC and FPDC?

THE WTNESS (Lee): Yes, we're
referring to NextEra's Renewabl e Operati ons and
Control Center.

MR, EDELSON. So it's just a departnent
wi t hin NextEra, okay. Do they have an office here
I n New Engl and? Were are they | ocated?

THE WTNESS (Lee): They're in Florida,
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and that team nonitors hundreds of sites renotely
24/ 7.

MR. EDELSON: So if they identify a
probl em renotely, what happens then?

THE W TNESS (Lee): Depending on the
severity or necessity, they send out a person to
check out the issue.

MR. EDELSON: And where does that
person cone fron? |'m|ooking at sort of
I mredi acy, is this person going to be --

THE W TNESS (Cartaya): |If | could add
to that, Hagen? W wll| also have O&M |l ocally
with full-tine enpl oyees from NextEra here as wel |
in the area, so they would be depl oyed.

MR. EDELSON. Ckay. And when you say
"here in the area,"” is that New Engl and,

Connecti cut ?

THE WTNESS (Cartaya): It wll be
regional, nost likely, to handle several projects
in the region. They'll be within a certain range.

MR, EDELSON: Ckay. | think -- did you

want to add sonet hi ng?
MR, SILVESTRI: Yes. ROCC you
menti oned was Renote Operations and Contr ol

Center. Wat's the other acronynf
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THE W TNESS (Lee): FPDC stands for
FIl eet Perfornmance D agnostic Center.

MR. SILVESTRI: Thank you.

THE W TNESS (Lee): Al so part of
Next Er a.

MR. EDELSON: Ckay. | think in the
Interest of tine, I'mgoing to say that's all for
NOW.

MR, SILVESTRI: Thank you, M. Edel son.

In the interest of tine, the Council
wll recess until 6:30 p.m, at which tine we w ||
commence the public comment session for this
hearing. Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the w tnesses were excused,

and t he above proceedi ngs were adjourned at 4:57

p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

| hereby certify that the foregoing 82 pages
are a conpl ete and accurate conputer-ai ded
transcription of nmy original stenotype notes taken
of the Public Hearing in Re: PETITION NO 1310A,
QUI NEBAUG SCLAR, LLC PETI TI ON FOR A DECLARATCORY
RULI NG PURSUANT TO CONNECTI CUT GENERAL STATUTES
4-176 AND SECTI ON 16- 50k FOR THE PROPCSED
CONSTRUCTI ON, MAI NTENANCE AND OPERATI ON OF A 50
MEGAWATT AC SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAI C ELECTRI C GENERATI NG
FACI LI TY ON APPROXI MATELY 561 ACRES COVPRI SED OF
29 SEPARATE AND ABUTTI NG PRI VATELY- OWNED PARCELS
LOCATED GENERALLY NORTH OF WAUREGAN ROAD I N
CANTERBURY AND SOQUTH OF RUKSTELA RQOAD AND ALLEN
H LL ROAD I N BROOKLYN, CONNECTI CUT, which was held
bef ore ROBERT SI LVESTRI, Presiding Oficer, at the
Br ookl yn Community Center, 31 Tiffany Street,
Br ookl yn, Connecticut, on January 14, 2020.
I

/o W il

Lisa L. Warner, CSR 061

Court Reporter

BCT REPORTI NG LLC

55 VWH TI NG STREET, SU TE 1A
PLAI NVI LLE, CONNECTI CUT 06062
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