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STATE OF CONNECTI CUT
CONNECTI CUT SI TI NG COUNCI L

Petition No. 1310
Request for Declaratory Ruling that No
Certificate of Environnental Conpatibility
and Public Need is Required for the Proposed
Constructi on, Mai ntenance and Operation of a
50- Megawatt AC Sol ar Photovoltaic Electric
Cenerating Facility on Approxi mately 561
Acres Conprised of 29 Separate and Abutti ng
Privatel y-Owmed Parcels Located Generally
Nort h of Wauregan Road in Canterbury,
Connecticut, and South of Rukstela Road and

Allen H Il Road in Brooklyn, Connecticut

Public Hearing held at the Brooklyn
Community Center, Main Room 31 Tiffany Street,
Br ookl yn Greenwi ch, Connecticut, Tuesday,

Sept enber 19, 2017, beginning at 6:30 p.m

Hel d Bef or e:
ROBI N STEI N, Chairman
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LARRY P. LEVESQUE,
PURA Desi gnee

M CHAEL HARDER
DR. M CHAEL W KLEMENS
ROBERT SI LVESTRI

Counci | Staff:

MELANI E BACHMAN, ESQ.,
Executive D rector and

Staff Attorney

M CHAEL PERRONE,
Siting Anal yst

LI SA A, NMATHEWS,

O fice Assistant
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THE CHAI RVAN: Ladi es and gentlenmen, 1'd
like to call to order this portion of the hearing
this eveni ng Tuesday, Septenber 19, 2017. It's
approxi mately 6: 30 p. m

My nane is Robin Stein. |'m Chairnman of
t he Connecticut Siting Council. Oher nenbers of
the Council present are Senator Janes Muirphy, our
Vi ce Chairman; M. Hannon, designee fromthe
Departnent of Energy and Environnental Protection;
M. Levesque, designee fromthe Public Uilities
Regul atory Authority; M. Silvestri; Dr. Kl enens;
M. Harder; M. Lynch.

Menbers of our staff here are Attorney
Mel ani e Bachnman, our Executive D rector;

M. Perrone, siting analyst; and Lisa Matthews,
our office assistant.

This is a continuation of a public
hearing that began at 3 p.m this afternoon.

Copi es of the hearing program and the Council's
citizens guide to siting council procedure are
avai l able for nenbers of the public on that table
to ny left.

The hearing is held pursuant to the
provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut GCeneral

Statutes and of the Uniform Adm nistrati ve
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Procedure Act upon a petition from Qui nebaug
Solar, LLC, for a petition of declaratory ruling,
that no certificate of environnental conpatibility
and public need is required for the proposed
construction, nmai ntenance and operation of a

50- negawatt AC sol ar photovoltaic electric
generating facility on approximately 561 acres
conprised of 29 separate and abutti ng

privatel y-owned parcels | ocated generally north of
VWaur egan Road in Canterbury, Connecticut, and
Sout h of Rukstela Road and Allen Hill Road in

Br ookl yn, Connecti cut.

This petition was received by the
Council on June 15, 2017. The Council's notice of
the date and tine of the hearing was published in
the Norwich Bulletin on July 27, 2017.

Upon this Council's request, the
petitioner erected signs at conspicuous | ocations
around the site where the proposed facility is to
be |l ocated so as to informthe public of the tinme,
| ocation, date and the nane of the petitioner and
the contact information for the Council.

Thi s afternoon nenbers of the Council's
staff and public personally conducted a field

revi ew of the proposed site in order to observe
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firsthand the potential effects of the proposal.

The hearing session toni ght has been
reserved for the public to nake short statenents
into the record. These public statenents are not
subj ect to questions fromthe public or fromthe
Council, and nmenbers of the public naking
statenents may not ask questions of the parties or
the Council. These statenents w il becone part of
the record for the Council's deliberations.

A sign-up sheet is available for those
who would like to participate, and we'd appreci ate
if you would Iimt your statenents to three
m nutes. And the sign-up sheet is in the back, on
the stand behind the podi umthere.

As a remnder to all, off-the-record
communi cation with a nenber of the Council or a
menber of the Council's staff upon the nerits of
this petition is prohibited by law. | wsh to
note that parties including their representatives
and witnesses are not allowed to participate in
t he public coment session.

| also wish to note for those who are
here and for the benefit of your friends and
nei ghbors who are unable to join us for this

session, that you or they nmay send witten
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statenents to the Council within 30 days of the
date hereof and such witten statenents will be
gi ven the sane weight as if spoken at the hearing.

We ask each person nmaking a public
statenent in the proceedings to confine his or her
statenents to the subject natter before the
Council and to avoid unreasonabl e repetition so
that we may hear the concerns of you and your
nei ghbors. Again, please be advised that the
Counci | cannot answer questions fromthe public
about the proposal.

A verbatimtranscript will be made of
this hearing and deposited at the Brooklyn,
Canterbury and Plainfield Town Clerk's offices for
t he conveni ence of the public.

Before calling on the menbers of the
public to make statenents, |'d ask the petitioner
to make a very brief presentation describing the
facility.

AARON SVEDLOW  Thank you, M. Chairnman.
| appreciate it.

My nane is Aaron Svedlow. |'mthe
proj ect director for NextEra Energy Resources. W
have proposed a 50-negawatt AC facility partially

| ocated in the towns of Brooklyn and Canterbury,
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about one third in Canterbury, about two thirds in
Br ookl yn.

The project was originally conceived in
| ate 2015. Since that tine we've worked very hard
to do the requisite environnental due diligence
and cul tural resource assessnents. W've also
spent quite a bit of tinme doing outreach to
abutters and speaking with the Towns of Brookl yn
and Canterbury.

The project was bid into a conpetitive
request for proposals for energy for the states of
Connecti cut, Massachusetts and Rhode |sl and, and
was selected in that conpetition. And 50 percent
of the power fromthe facility will be sold to the
state of Connecticut's utilities, Eversource and
ul .

So we appreciate the opportunity to be
here in front of the Siting Council and | ook
forward to noving ahead with the project.

Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

| then ask that when you cone to speak,
if you could spell your |ast nane to make sure we
have it properly for our stenographer. And I

believe that we'll start with the First Sel ect man
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M. lves.

RI CHARD | VES: Thank you very much.

| rise just to tell you a little bit
about what the Town of Brooklyn went through wth
this process.

We were contacted by Ranger Sol ar at the
time in md 2016. It was explained to us. W
worked on a tax stabilization agreenent. The
project was explained it us. W went further --
we had themin front of the board of finance.

We, | believe, in |ate January or late
February had a town heari ng where the Ranger Sol ar
people were in Mass and tal ked to peopl e that
wanted to ask questions, primarily abutters.
There was sone great give and take. W
subsequent|ly approved or agreed on the tax
stabilization agreenent.

| apol ogi ze that you didn't have a
letter fromthe Town of Brooklyn. That's an
oversight. You wll have one recommendi ng the
pr oj ect .

It's been a good -- small towns, we hear
about big conpani es and big projects. And they
cone in and kind of overwhel myou and they do it

wth alot of glitz and a | ot of showranship. W




1835 1 didn't sense that. W didn't see it.
2 It was honest answers to our questions
3 fromthe beginning to now W felt |ike we got
4 answers. |If they didn't know t hey got back to us.
18:35 5 W felt that it was a process that was good for
6 us, so | want to put that before the record.
7 Thank you very nuch.
8 THE CHAI RMVAN:  Thank you.
9 Qur next speaker, Dal e Werkhoven.
18:35 10 DALE VERKHOVEN: | talked to M. I|ves
11 about this project about a week or so ago, and |
12 was quite sceptical after | got done talking wth
13 hi mmainly because | live very close to this
14 project. [|I'mnot an abutter, but | do |ive very
18:36 15 close to it.
16 And actually one of the biggest
17 i nvestnents that people have in town are their
18 hones. And after listening to all you this
19 afternoon I am quite concerned on a nunber of
18:36 20 itens. One is ny well, seeing as they couldn't
21 provi de any information about what it's going to
22 do to our well system and the water underground.
23 And al so | amvery concerned about what
24 w Il happen to the resal e value of ny hone, seeing
18:36 25 as | live so close to that area.




18:36

18:36

18:37

18:37

18:37

18:37

© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

10

Then | was al so very concerned about
what happens if we have a big snowstorm If we
have a deluge of rain that water has got to go
somewhere. Before they put up 191, 000 panel s,
what will go into the ground. 1'd like to know
where the heck all that water is going to go to
now.

Al so, seeing as | live so close |I'm
concerned about all these spikes that are being
put into the ground and the noise level. | know
they were saying they were going to try and put
sonething into the contracts about cutting down on
the tinefrane from7 a.m to 9 p.m, but I"'mstill
very concerned about the noise during all the
ot her ti nes.

Also Dr. Kl enmens nade very good points
about the species that are in danger up there and
all the animals that are up there |like the deer,

t he pheasants, turkeys -- no, pun intended. But
I'd like to know what's going on with them

And then one of the things | talked with
the first sel ectman about was, what's going to
happen when this thing expires? | know that a | ot
of conpanies that |1've ever dealt wth, they've

never cleaned up a thing.
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11

Now M. lves said that they were
supposed to put up $11 mllion upfront, but I
m ght have m sunderstood that. But they were
supposed to put up sone kind of noney upfront to
clean up this ness when it's done, because as far
as | know they're not nmking any nore farm and.
So | have a lot -- a lot of concerns.

Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN: Thank you.

Davi d Fuss.
DAVI D FUSS: Over here. | had a few
questions. Is it okay if | ask sone questions?

THE CHAI RVAN.  Well, you can ask them
but we're not in a position right now to answer
t hem

DAVI D FUSS: Ckay. Well, 1'Il just hold
off then. Maybe we can tal k another tinme then.

THE CHAI RVAN. Okay. | nean, if you
want to get issues on the record?

DAVID FUSS: Ch, certainly if you give
me a little bit of tine.

A coupl e of questions that |I had just
tal king with everybody in general. Heat,
reflection of heat around there. The overgrow h,

the control, you know, the overgrowh, how are you
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12

going to control the overgrowth?

And then is there any possibility
because everyone is concerned about the | oss of
the ag land? 1s there any possibility of any of
it being, whether it's grazing |and for sheep,
goats, any other possibilities of that?

The sane question as the last fell ow
just had was those pilings. Now, | had heard that
they were going to be gal vani zed, and al so the
sane thing on the wildlife corridor. \Wat
provisions will you be nmaking for, for wildlife
either to enter or to exit the areas, or to use
the areas? WII it be fenced off? WII| the area
be fenced off?

Al nost the sane thing on weat her,
whet her or not -- are those engi neered for w nd?
The sane thing probably for snow | oad on there.
WIIl the entire area be fenced off? | was just
curious whether that wll be fenced to keep peopl e
out of there? |If it's not going to be fenced,
wll it be possible for walking trails in there?
And then if there is any open space at all, wll
there be anything on there that nmay be open space?

Al so one other thing that is on that

pi ece of property, and naybe they can tell ne at
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13

sone point intine. | believe there was a buri al
ground on there. W had tal ked about a
subdi vi sion or sonething el se years ago, and |
di dn't know whet her there was any -- anything
| ooked into as far as that goes for that. It was
perhaps a cenetery, or sonething else. But naybe
we can tal k about that later on at a different
tinme.

Thank you very nmuch for the opportunity
t o speak.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

Nobody el se has signed up. |Is there
anybody else? Normally we just stick to the |ist,
but is there anybody who hasn't had a chance to

speak who would |ike to say sonething?

(No response.)

THE CHAIRVAN: | will say given the fact
that | think, obviously breaking relatively early,
maybe the applicant with their team coul d stick
around. And maybe you can get this evening sone
of the answers to your questions, because sone of
t hose sane questions were raised this afternoon

and we did get answers to them
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14

So rat her than going through the
Council, who m ght get themwong, | think -- at
| east | know sone of those questions you asked do
have specific answers, and that m ght be hel pful.

So at this point I'mgoing to close the
public hearing. Again, infornally you can ask
questions, but the Council announces that we wl|
continue the evidentiary portion of the hearing.
That was what was held at 3 p.m That wll be
continued. W'Il|l have nore questions to be asked
both by menbers of the council, and we have a
specific party that's going to be able to ask
questions. And obviously you can attend it, but
that hearing will be held in New Britain on
Tuesday, Cctober 17th, this year, begi nning at
11 a.m

Agai n, pl ease note that anyone who has
not becone a party or is not able to be here this
eveni ng, or any of you, but who wi shes to nake his
or her views known to the Council nmay file witten
statenents with Council until the record cl oses.
Copies of the transcript of this hearing will be
filed at the Brooklyn, Canterbury and Pl ainfield
Town Cerk's offices. That also includes the

hearing that was held at 3 p. m
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And also online at the Siting Council's
website, you can get information including the
application in nore details. You can get that. |
believe that may al so be available with the Town,
but I"'mnot -- I"mgetting a positive nod, so sone
of the questions can be answered with that. There
is information.

And so at this point I'lIl declare this
heari ng adj ourned. And thank you all for your

participation and drive hone safely.

(Wher eupon, the above proceedi ngs were

concluded at 6:43 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

I hereby certify that the foregoing 15
pages are a conplete and accurate conputer-ai ded
transcription of ny original verbatimnotes taken
of the Public Hearing in Re: Petition No. 1310,
REQUEST FOR DECLARATORY RULI NG THAT NO CERTI FI CATE
OF ENVI RONMENTAL COMPATI BI LI TY AND PUBLI C NEED I S
REQUI RED FOR THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTI ON,

MAI NTENANCE AND OPERATI ON OF A 50- NEGAWATT AC
SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAI C ELECTRI C GENERATI NG FACI LI TY ON
APPROXI MATELY 561 ACRES COMPRI SED OF 29 SEPARATE
AND ABUTTI NG PRI VATELY- OANED PARCELS LOCATED
GENERALLY NORTH OF THE WAUREGAN RCAD I N
CANTERBURY, CONNECTI CUT, AND SOUTH OF RUKSTELA
ROAD AND ALLEN HI LL ROAD | N BROCKLYN, CONNECTI CUT,
whi ch was hel d before ROBIN STEIN, Chairnman, at

t he Brookl yn Community Center, Main Room 31
Tiffany Street, Brooklyn, Connecticut, Septenber
19, 2017.

Robert G D xon, CVR-M 857

Not ary Public

BCT Reporting, LLC

PO Box 1774

Bristol, Connecticut 06011

My Conm ssion Expires: 6/30/2020




	Index
	 Number Index
	1
	11 (1)
	15 (1)
	16 (1)
	17th (1)
	19 (1)
	191,000 (1)

	2
	2015 (1)
	2016 (1)
	2017 (3)
	27 (1)
	29 (1)

	3
	3 (3)
	30 (1)

	5
	50 (1)
	50-megawatt (2)
	561 (1)

	6
	6:30 (1)
	6:43 (1)

	7
	7 (1)

	9
	9(1)


	$
	$11 (1)

	A
	AARON (2)
	able (2)
	above (1)
	abutter (1)
	abutters (2)
	abutting (1)
	AC (2)
	acres (1)
	Act (1)
	actually (1)
	adjourned (1)
	Administrative (1)
	advised (1)
	afternoon (4)
	ag (1)
	Again (3)
	ago (2)
	agreed (1)
	agreement (2)
	ahead (1)
	Allen (1)
	allowed (1)
	Almost (1)
	analyst (1)
	animals (1)
	announces (1)
	answered (1)
	apologize (1)
	applicant (1)
	application (1)
	appreciate (3)
	approved (1)
	approximately (2)
	area (3)
	areas (2)
	around (3)
	assessments (1)
	assistant (1)
	attend (1)
	Attorney (1)
	Authority (1)
	available (3)
	avoid (1)

	B
	Bachman (1)
	back (2)
	become (2)
	began (1)
	beginning (2)
	behind (1)
	benefit (1)
	bid (1)
	big (3)
	biggest (1)
	bit (3)
	board (1)
	both (1)
	breaking (1)
	brief (1)
	Britain (1)
	Brooklyn (8)
	Bulletin (1)
	burial (1)

	C
	call (1)
	calling (1)
	can (10)
	Canterbury (6)
	cemetery (1)
	certainly (1)
	certificate (1)
	CHAIRMAN (11)
	chance (1)
	citizens (1)
	clean (1)
	cleaned (1)
	Clerk's (2)
	close (5)
	closes (1)
	comment (1)
	communication (1)
	companies (2)
	compatibility (1)
	competition (1)
	competitive (1)
	comprised (1)
	conceived (1)
	concerned (6)
	concerns (2)
	concluded (1)
	conducted (1)
	confine (1)
	Connecticut (5)
	Connecticut's (1)
	conspicuous (1)
	construction (1)
	contact (1)
	contacted (1)
	continuation (1)
	continue (1)
	continued (1)
	contracts (1)
	control (2)
	convenience (1)
	Copies (2)
	corridor (1)
	Council (17)
	Council's (7)
	couple (1)
	cultural (1)
	curious (1)
	cutting (1)

	D
	Dale (2)
	danger (1)
	date (3)
	David (4)
	days (1)
	dealt (1)
	declaratory (1)
	declare (1)
	deer (1)
	deliberations (1)
	deluge (1)
	Department (1)
	deposited (1)
	describing (1)
	designee (2)
	details (1)
	different (1)
	diligence (1)
	Director (2)
	done (2)
	down (1)
	Dr (2)
	drive (1)
	due (1)
	during (1)

	E
	early (1)
	effects (1)
	either (1)
	electric (1)
	else (4)
	Energy (3)
	engineered (1)
	enter (1)
	entire (1)
	Environmental (3)
	erected (1)
	evening (3)
	Eversource (1)
	everybody (1)
	everyone (1)
	evidentiary (1)
	Executive (1)
	exit (1)
	expires (1)
	explained (2)

	F
	facility (5)
	fact (1)
	far (2)
	farmland (1)
	February (1)
	fellow (1)
	felt (2)
	fenced (5)
	few (1)
	field (1)
	file (1)
	filed (1)
	finance (1)
	First (2)
	firsthand (1)
	forward (1)
	friends (1)
	front (2)
	further (1)
	Fuss (4)

	G
	galvanized (1)
	General (2)
	generally (1)
	generating (1)
	gentlemen (1)
	given (2)
	glitz (1)
	goats (1)
	goes (1)
	good (3)
	grazing (1)
	great (1)
	ground (3)
	guide (1)

	H
	Hannon (1)
	happen (2)
	happens (1)
	hard (1)
	Harder (1)
	hear (2)
	heard (1)
	hearing (15)
	Heat (2)
	heck (1)
	held (4)
	helpful (1)
	hereof (1)
	Hill (1)
	hold (1)
	home (2)
	homes (1)
	honest (1)

	I
	includes (1)
	including (2)
	inform (1)
	informally (1)
	information (4)
	intended (1)
	into (6)
	investments (1)
	Island (1)
	issues (1)
	items (1)
	Ives (4)

	J
	James (1)
	January (1)
	join (1)
	July (1)
	June (1)

	K
	keep (1)
	kind (2)
	Klemens (2)
	known (1)

	L
	Ladies (1)
	land (2)
	last (2)
	late (3)
	later (1)
	law (1)
	least (1)
	left (1)
	letter (1)
	level (1)
	Levesque (1)
	limit (1)
	Lisa (1)
	list (1)
	listening (1)
	little (2)
	live (4)
	LLC (1)
	load (1)
	located (3)
	location (1)
	locations (1)
	look (1)
	looked (1)
	loss (1)
	lot (5)
	Lynch (1)

	M
	mainly (1)
	maintenance (1)
	making (4)
	Mass (1)
	Massachusetts (1)
	matter (1)
	Matthews (1)
	may (6)
	Maybe (5)
	mean (1)
	Melanie (1)
	member (2)
	members (7)
	merits (1)
	mess (1)
	mid (1)
	might (3)
	million (1)
	minutes (1)
	misunderstood (1)
	money (1)
	more (3)
	moving (1)
	much (3)
	Murphy (1)

	N
	name (4)
	need (1)
	neighbors (2)
	New (1)
	next (1)
	NextEra (1)
	Nobody (1)
	nod (1)
	noise (2)
	Normally (1)
	north (1)
	Norwich (1)
	note (3)
	notice (1)
	number (1)

	O
	observe (1)
	obviously (2)
	October (1)
	off (4)
	off-the-record (1)
	office (1)
	offices (2)
	one (6)
	online (1)
	open (2)
	operation (1)
	opportunity (2)
	order (2)
	originally (1)
	out (1)
	outreach (1)
	Over (1)
	overgrowth (3)
	oversight (1)
	overwhelm (1)

	P
	panels (1)
	parcels (1)
	part (1)
	partially (1)
	participate (2)
	participation (1)
	parties (2)
	party (2)
	people (4)
	percent (1)
	perhaps (1)
	Perrone (1)
	person (1)
	personally (1)
	petition (4)
	petitioner (3)
	pheasants (1)
	photovoltaic (1)
	piece (1)
	pilings (1)
	Plainfield (2)
	please (2)
	pm (6)
	podium (1)
	point (3)
	points (1)
	portion (2)
	position (1)
	positive (1)
	possibilities (1)
	possibility (2)
	possible (1)
	potential (1)
	power (1)
	present (1)
	presentation (1)
	primarily (1)
	privately-owned (1)
	probably (1)
	procedure (2)
	proceedings (2)
	process (2)
	program (1)
	prohibited (1)
	project (8)
	projects (1)
	properly (1)
	property (1)
	proposal (2)
	proposals (1)
	proposed (4)
	Protection (1)
	provide (1)
	provisions (2)
	Public (16)
	published (1)
	pun (1)
	pursuant (1)
	put (6)

	Q
	Quinebaug (1)
	quite (3)

	R
	rain (1)
	raised (1)
	Ranger (2)
	rather (1)
	received (1)
	recommending (1)
	record (5)
	reflection (1)
	Regulatory (1)
	relatively (1)
	reminder (1)
	repetition (1)
	representatives (1)
	request (2)
	required (1)
	requisite (1)
	resale (1)
	reserved (1)
	resource (1)
	Resources (1)
	response (1)
	review (1)
	Rhode (1)
	RICHARD (1)
	right (1)
	rise (1)
	Road (3)
	Robin (1)
	Rukstela (1)
	ruling (1)

	S
	safely (1)
	same (6)
	saying (1)
	sceptical (1)
	seeing (3)
	selected (1)
	Selectman (2)
	Senator (1)
	send (1)
	sense (1)
	separate (1)
	September (1)
	session (3)
	sheep (1)
	sheet (2)
	short (1)
	showmanship (1)
	sign-up (2)
	signed (1)
	signs (1)
	Silvestri (1)
	site (2)
	Siting (5)
	small (1)
	snow (1)
	snowstorm (1)
	Solar (4)
	sold (1)
	somewhere (1)
	South (1)
	space (2)
	speak (3)
	speaker (1)
	speaking (1)
	species (1)
	specific (2)
	spell (1)
	spent (1)
	spikes (1)
	spoken (1)
	stabilization (2)
	staff (3)
	stand (1)
	start (1)
	state (1)
	statement (1)
	statements (10)
	states (1)
	Statutes (1)
	Stein (1)
	stenographer (1)
	stick (2)
	still (1)
	subdivision (1)
	subject (2)
	subsequently (1)
	supposed (2)
	sure (1)
	SVEDLOW (2)
	system (1)

	T
	table (1)
	talk (2)
	talked (4)
	talking (2)
	tax (2)
	team (1)
	third (1)
	thirds (1)
	three (1)
	timeframe (1)
	times (1)
	Title (1)
	tonight (1)
	Town (7)
	towns (3)
	trails (1)
	transcript (2)
	try (1)
	Tuesday (2)
	turkeys (1)
	two (1)

	U
	UI (1)
	unable (1)
	underground (1)
	Uniform (1)
	unreasonable (1)
	up (8)
	upfront (2)
	upon (3)
	use (1)
	Utilities (2)

	V
	value (1)
	verbatim (1)
	Vice (1)
	views (1)

	W
	walking (1)
	water (3)
	Wauregan (1)
	weather (1)
	website (1)
	week (1)
	weight (1)
	Werkhoven (2)
	what's (2)
	Whereupon (1)
	wildlife (2)
	wind (1)
	wish (2)
	wishes (1)
	within (1)
	witnesses (1)
	worked (2)
	written (3)
	wrong (1)

	Y
	year (1)
	years (1)



