STATE OF CONNECTICUT

CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL
Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT 06051

Phone: (860) 827-2935 TFax: (B60) 827-2950
E-Mail: siting.council@ect.gov
www.ct.gov/csc

September 26, 2017

Michelle Sigfridson, Chair
Planning & Zoning Commission
Town of Brooklyn

P.O. Box 356

Brooklyn, CT 06234

RE:  PETITION NO. 1310 - Quinebaug Solar, LLC petition for a declaratory ruling that no
Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is requited for the proposed
construction, maintenance and operation of a 50 megawatt AC solar photovoltaic electric
generating facility on approximately 561 acres comprised of 29 separate and abutting
privately-owned parcels located generally north of Wauregan Road in Canterbury,
Connecticut and south of Rukstela Road and Allen Hill Road in Brooklyn, Connecticut.

Deat Chairwoman Sigfridson:

The Connecticut Siting Council (Council) is in receipt of your correspondence dated September 19,
2017, concerning the above-referenced petition. Thank you for taking the time to provide the
Council with your comments.

At a public meeting held on July 20, 2017, the Council considered and ruled to hold a public hearing
on this matter. This schedule included a public hearing in the Town of Brooklyn on Thursday,
September 19, 2017, at the Brooklyn Community Center for the benefit of the public.

Pursuant to Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies §16-504-40, a copy of the petition is to be
submitted to the municipality where each member of the legislature in whose assembly or senate
district the facility is to be located for review. Before teaching 2 final decision on a petition, the
Council carefully considers all of the facts contained in the evidentiary record that is developed by
the Council, the petitioner, parties and intervenots in the proceeding and members of the public who
speak at the public hearing or submit written statements to the Council.

In the event that you do not seek formal patty or intervenor status under Connecticut General
Statutes §16-50n, which provides full participation at the public heating, including, but not limited to,
cross examination of witnesses, parties and intervenors, your comments shall nevertheless become
part of the official record in this proceeding in the form of a limited appearance defined under
subsection (f} of Connecticut General Statutes §16-50n.

Therefore, copies of your correspondence will be distributed to all participants in the proceeding and
will be administratively noticed in the record. Please note that you can view all of the documents
related to this proceeding on our website at www.ct.gov/csc under the “Pending Matters” link. You
may also keep apprised of Council events on the website calendar and agenda.

Thank you for your interest and concern in this matter.

Yours,very truly,

/ Ll

anie A. Bachman
Executive Ditector

MAB/MP/lm

C: Parties and Intervenors W
Council Members 4

s\petitionsil 301-140041310W_state._town_ofFicial_correspondenceipel3 10 _puhfmm&%%ﬁ%%g UNC%MP foyer




PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

VB

SEP 2% 2017 |7

P.O. BOX 356
CONNECTICUT 06234 it

TOWN OF BROOKLYN TECET

=

—

Connectizut Siting Councit

September 19, 2017

Melanie A. Bachman, Acting Executive Director
Connecticut Siting Council -

10 Franklin Square

New Britain, CT 06051

I

RE: Petition No. 1310 — Quinebaug Solar, LLC petition for a declaratory ruling that no
Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required.

Ms. Bachman:

The Brooklyn Planning and Zoning Commission (PZC) has received notice of the above petition
and has received preliminary plans for the development of a fifty (50) megawait solar generating
facility in Brooklyn and Canterbury.

In a public opinion survey conducted in 2009 as part of the Plan of Conservation and
Development update, energy sustainability ranked as one of the most important issues facing the
Town of Brooklyn today.

The Brooklyn PZC wishes to express the following comments to the Siting Council regarding
certain facets of the project.

* Our main concern is for the preservation of the scenic view from Route 169, a federally-
designated National Scenic Byway (one of only two in CT) as well as the second longest
state-designated Scenic Road. The Brooklyn Plan of Conservation and Development
states: “The Route 169 Corridor is the historic and cultural spine of Brooklyn, and
maintaining its rural, scenic character is critical to the Town’s sense of place and
identity.” A Corridor Management Plan (201 6-2026) was recently completed for this
National Scenic Byway. It is critically important that any impact on the Route 169
corridor viewshed be eliminated or minimized.

* In addition to the scenic views from Route 169, the views from the residentially-
developed neighborhoods such as Almada Drive are also a concern. The residents of
these neighborhoods will be directly impacted by the Quinebaug Solar project; therefore,
it is also important to that any impact on these viewsheds be eliminated or minimized.

* Many stonewalls exist on the site that are not depicted in the Petition of Quinebaug Solar,
LLC dated June 15, 2017 (Figure 25). The 2016 CT Lidar terrain data
(http://cteco.uconn.edu/viewers/ctelevation/) shows a more extensive network of
stonewalls throughout the area of the proposed solar facility. The PZC requests that the
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stonewalls be properly inventoried and that the design of the solar panels and access
roads seek to preserve as many of the remaining stone walls in place as possible, Where
removal is necessary, the PZC requests that the stones be retained and stockpiled on-site.

¢ Cold Spring Brook is identified in the Plan of Conservation and Development as a wild
trout stream. Wild trout populations require high water quality and cool temperatures for
survival. The main concern for this important wildlife resource is the temperature and
quality of the stormwater runoff water within the Cold Spring Brook watershed. The PZC
requests an examination of the proposal to the wild trout population in Cold Spring Brook
to minimize or eliminate impacts to this unique resource.

e The proposed perimeter fencing could interfere with wildlife movement. Blackwell
Brook is identified in the Town plan as a significant wetland complex and shoreline
habitat corridor. In order to minimize interference with wildlife movement, the perimeter
fence should be evaluated for its ability to allow wildlife to pass.

o The project area is partially located on prime farmland soils and is further identified as an
“active agricultural cluster” in the Town plan, The PZC requests that consideration be
given to the possibility of future agricultural uses of the property. They further request
that a creative solution be considered to allow an agricultural use to co-exist within the
project area, compatible with the use as a solar generating facility.

¢ Vegetative screening is provided for the closest neighbors. Since the existing woods are
almost entirely deciduous and do not provide screening year-round, additionally
screening may be required. Species should be carefully selected to provide best screening
that will not disrupt the native ecology of the area. Native evergreen species are
preferred.

e The PZC requests that the use of any segment of Rukstela Road, particularly the unpaved
portions, be kept to a minimum during the construction phase.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important project.
If you have any further questions, please contact Jana Butts Roberson, AICP, Brooklyn Director

of Community Development at 860-779-3411 x. 14.

Signed,

Mo le e cha'fzﬂo&w%( acd,

Michelle Sigfridson, Chair
Planning & Zoning Commission

CC:
Brooklyn Board of Selectmen

Quinebaug Solar ¢/o Nextera Energy (Aaron Svedlow, Scott Busa)
Tighe&Bond (Briony Angus)
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