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STATE OF CONNECTI CUT
CONNECTI CUT SI TI NG COUNCI L

Petition No. 1184
Petition From Beacon Falls Energy Park, LLC
for a Declaratory Ruling that No Certificate
of Environnental Conpatibility and Public
Need is Required for the Proposed
Construction, M ntenance, and QOperation of a
63.3 Megawatt Fuel Cell Facility Located at
Lopus Road, Beacon Falls, Connecti cut

Siting Council Meeting held at the
Beacon Falls Firehouse, 35 North Main Street,
Beacon Falls, Connecticut, Thursday, Novenber
6, 2015, beginning at 3: 00 p. m

Hel d Bef or e:
ROBI N STEI N, Chai r man
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Appear anc e s:(cont'd)

For BEACON FALLS ENERGY PARK, LLC
PULLMAN & COMLEY, LLC
90 State House Square
Hartford, Connecticut 06103-3702
By: LEE D. HOFFMAN, ESQ
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THE CHAl RVAN:  Good afternoon,
| adi es and gentlenen. 1'd like to call to
order this neeting of the Connecticut Siting
Counci |, today Thursday, Novenber 5t h,
approximately 3 p.m

My nane is Robin Stein. |I'm
Chai rman of the Siting Council. O her
menbers of the Council present are Senator
Mur phy, Vice Chairnan; M. Hannon, designee
fromthe Departnent of Energy and
Envi ronnental Protection; M. Levesque,
designee fromthe Public Uilities Regul atory
Aut hority; M. Ashton; M. Lynch. And also
present is Mel ani e Bachman, our Executive
Director, Staff Attorney.

This hearing is held pursuant
to the provisions of Title 16 of the
Connecticut Ceneral Statutes and of the
Uni form Adm ni strative Procedure Act, upon a
petition from Beacon Falls Energy Park, LLC
for a declaratory ruling that no certificate
of environnental conpatibility and public
need is required for the proposed
construction, operation and nai ntenance of a
63. 3-nmegawatt fuel-cell facility | ocated on
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Lopus Road in Beacon Falls, Connecticut.
This petition was received by the Council on
August 31st, 2015.

As a rem nder to all,
of f-the-record conmuni cati on with a nenber or
the Council or staff upon the nmerits of the
petition is prohibited by | aw

We have the petitioner, Beacon
Fall s Energy Park, LLC, represented by
Attorney Lee Hoffman. We'Il proceed in
accordance with the prepared agenda, copies
of which are avail able at the podium Al so
avai |l abl e are copies of the Council's Citizen
Quide to Siting Council Procedures.

And at the end of this
afternoon's session we wll recess and resune
again at 7 ppm The 7 p.m hearing wll be
reserved for the public to make brief oral
statenments into the record.

| wsh to note for those who
are here and for the benefit of your friends
and nei ghbors who are unable to join us for
the public conment session, that you or they
may send witten statenments to the Council
w thin 30 days of the date hereof and such
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witten statenents will be given the sane
wei ght as if spoken at the hearing.
A verbatimtranscript will be

made of this hearing and deposited wth the
town clerk's office in Beacon Falls for the
conveni ence of the public.

| don't know if there's any
public official who wshes to speak at this
time, or at both?

CHRI STOPHER BI ELI K:  Good
afternoon. M nane is Chris Bielik. ' mthe
First selectnan of Beacon Falls and |I'mvery
happy to wel conme the Siting Council and the
menbers of the Beacon Falls Energy Park, LLC
here to this public hearing today, as well as
all of the nmenbers of the comunity that have
taken sone tinme out to cone and |isten.

And hopefully we'll be
reconveni ng agai n back here at seven o' cl ock
so that we can hear from sone of the people
in town as to what they would like to say.

We're very excited to have you
all here today considering this. W think
that it's a trenendous opportunity for the
Town of Beacon Falls and we're | ooking
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forward to conpl eting a good understandi ng of
what this project is all about, hoping that
all the questions that anybody has are going
to be answered appropriately. And that if we
di scover that this is a project that's worth
noving forward, that we're very excited to be
the host of it.

But thank you very nuch.

THE CHAI RVAN: Thank you very
nmuch.

| wish to call attention to
those itens shown on the hearing program
mar ked as Roman Nuneral 1D, itens 1 through
57.

Does the petitioner have any
objection to these itens being noticed?

MR. HOFFMAN: No, sir we do
not .

THE CHAI RVAN:  Ckay.
Accordi ngly, the Council hereby
adm ni stratively notices these existing
docunments, statenents and comments.

Attorney Hoffman, will you
present your w tness panel -- oh, okay. Just
hold a mnute. M. Lynch would |ike to nake
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a conment .

MR, LYNCH: Excuse ne, M.
Hof fran. 1'd like to make a statenent before
t he opening of the hearing, and for an open
and honest record | have to make a coupl e of
things -- acknow edge a couple of things for
the record.

One, 1've known M. Corvo for
a nunber of years. | consider hima friend.
Anyone that hasn't read his father's book on
Wrld War Il and the OSS should read it.
Al so he is represented by Doyl e & Bal ducci .
Both of them are very good friends of m ne,
and | just want to get that on the record.
And that takes care of that part of it.

As far as O& i s concerned, in
t he past they have contributed to ny boss,
Congressman John Larson's, not the --
i ndi vi dual nenbers of the corporation have

contributed to his canpaign. |I'mon the
congressi onal side, not on the canpai gn side,
but I wanted that on the record al so.

And | al so, for years, worked
with John Rossi who is the son in | aw of the
CEO of O&G and | wanted to get that on the
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record.

Also the last thing is the
Torrington facility is in our congressional
district. | talked to the Congressman before
| came here about it and he said, have we
recei ved any conplaints from anyone in
Torri ngton?

And | said, no, we have not.

He said, we'll, 1'll | eave
that up to you.

" mgoing to refer back to

Attorney Hoffman. | know he's a good
attorney, fine attorney. |If he feels in any
way ny being on the panel today wi |l encunber

his case now or in the future | would recuse
nysel f.

MR. HOFFMAN: W have no
objection to your continuing on this case.

MR. LYNCH. Thank you very
much. I'mall set, M. Chairman. Thank you
for allowng ne to make a stat enent.

THE CHAI RVAN: Thank you,
M. Lynch.

And t hank you, Attorney
Hof f man. And can you present your W tness
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panel ?

MR. HOFFMAN: Ckay. The
W tnesses are all listed in exhibit -- in
part 2C of the program Unfortunately,
they' re al phabeti zed and we' ve gone away from
al phabeti zati on.

So starting as far away from
me be possible | wll introduce the w tness
panel . M chael Anderson and Ant hony Agresti,
both fromTRC. Next to themwiting fiercely
on the yellow pad is Matthew Tobin of O%G
| ndustries. Next to himis WIIliam Corvo of
Beacon Falls Energy Park, LLC. Next to him
is Richard Audette, who you net at the site
wal k t hrough from O%G i ndustri es.

Next to them are three
i ndi viduals from M| one & MacBroom Steven
D et zko, Scott Bristol and Matthew Sanf ord.
And finally we have from Fuel Cel |l Ener gy,
Kirk Arneson, Ben Toby and -- | apol ogi ze --
Louis Ernst. | forgot the nanme. Apol ogies.

These are our w tnesses. They
are available to be sworn in at Director
Bachman' s conveni ence.

THE CHAI RMAN: Wi ch | think
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we wll do right now So if you would pl ease
rise to take the oath?
ANTHONY AGRESTI
MI CHAEL ANDERSON,
KI RK ARNESON

RI CHARD AUDETTE
SCOTT BRI STOL,

WI LLI AM CORVDO
STEPHEN DI ET Z KO
LOUI S ERNST,
MATTHEW TOBI N,

B EN T OBY,

MATT SANFORD

call ed as w t nesses,
sworn by the Executive Director,
exam ned and testified on their
foll ows:

being first duly
wer e
oat hs as

THE CHAI RVAN:  And again to
foll ow up, Attorney Hoffman, will you go
t hrough the exhi bits and make the request for
the exhibits to be adm nistratively noticed
and verifying the exhibits by your panel?

MR, HOFFMAN:  Yes,
M. Chairman.

But first | would like to
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adm ni stratively notice the petition itself,
whi ch as you know, was filed on August 31,
2015.

And in addition there was a
response to a notice of inconplete
i nformati on dated Septenber 11, 2015. And
the response was filed with the Siting
Council. The project also filed responses to
the Council's interrogatories on October 16,
2015.

| want you to know that it was
the first tine in ny several appearances
before the Siting Council where we got the
interrogatory responses in before the stated
deadline, so | would like the record refl ect
t hat .

In addition, there was a field
habi t at assessnent report that was dated
August 5, 2015. It was filed with the Siting
Council yesterday. In addition to that,
earlier today we provided the nenbers of the
Siting Council on the site wal k-through with
copi es of, paper copies of the three boards
that you see with you.

And | would ask that those
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three docunents al so be admtted as exhibits.
You all have copies of themand they are
also -- the Siting Council is free to take
those boards with themas well at the

concl usion of today's hearing. So | would
ask that those five things be

adm ni stratively noti ced.

THE CHAl RVAN:  Thank you.
We'll just go through the verification.

MR. HOFFMAN:  Well, as long as
t hey have been admi nistratively noticed, |
guess. Fortunately we'll only need two
W tnesses to do the verifications.

M. Corvo and M. Audette,

W th respect to the five exhibits that were
just listed, we'll start with M. Corvo.

M. Corvo, did you prepare or
cause to be prepared the docunents that we
just |isted?

THE W TNESS (Corvo): | did.

MR. HOFFMAN: And are they
true and accurate to the best of your
know edge?

THE W TNESS (Corvo): They
are.
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MR. HOFFMAN:  And do you adopt
themin this proceedi ng today?

THE W TNESS (Corvo): | do.

MR. HOFFMAN. M. Audette, did
you prepare or cause to be prepared the five
docunments that we just adm nistratively
noti ced?

THE W TNESS (Audette): | did.

MR. HOFFMAN: And are they
true and accurate to the best of your
know edge?

THE W TNESS (Audette): They
are.

MR. HOFFMAN: And do you adopt
them here today as a sworn statenents?

THE W TNESS (Audette): | do.
MR. HOFFMAN: In that case, |
admt themas full exhibits -- or seek to

make themas full exhibits.

THE CHAI RVAN:  And they will
be admtted. Thank you.

Ckay. We'll now proceed with
Cr oss- exani nati on.

MR, HOFFMAN: M. Chairman, if
| may? Just, | think M. Corvo just has a
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very brief two-m nute opening statenment to
kind of set the stage before we begin
cross-examnation, if that's acceptable to
you? It's entirely your --

THE CHAIRVAN: | f you keep it
to two mnutes it's acceptable.

THE W TNESS (Corvo): Thank

you, M. Chairnan. Il be brief.

Basically I wanted to provide
the menbers here today -- and I want to thank
you for comng today -- with a brief

expl anati on about what this is, what the
Beacon Falls Energy Park concept is all
about. It's a 63. 3-negawatt energy
generation facility which will be using
fuel -cell equi pnment to be provided by
Fuel Cel | Energy of Danbury, Connecticut. And
it wll be |located on property that we have
under option in the town of Beacon Falls.

The property, as you're
probably aware, is a forner sand and gravel
m ne, which hasn't been used for quite sone
time, and except for an occasional notorcycle
or off-road vehicle trespassing on the

property.
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It's bordered by Metro-North
Rai | road, which we saw earlier today, on one
side, and has a |limted nunber of residential
nei ghbors on the eastern border of the
property, and it is zoned industrial. Qur
conpany selected this location follow ng a
review of other potential sites at various
| ocati ons around Connecti cut.

At the end of the day this
property was selected for the foll ow ng
reasons. One, site control. The property is
owned by O&G I ndustries, which is the parent
conpany of Beacon Falls Energy Park, LLC
The property attri butes, the conbination of
zoning, terrain, limted residential inpacts
and it's proximty to electrical
i nt erconnecti on, nearby Cold Springs Road
Subst ati on, were inportant positive el enents.

And finally, the town of
Beacon Falls itself, a review that we did of
the town and the strong favorabl e i npact
whi ch a cl ass one renewabl e energy project
using this technol ogy would have in the
conmunity had a nmjor inpact on our deci sion.

As far as the technol ogy
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selection, we didn't start off assum ng that
we woul d use fuel-cell technology. W were
| ooki ng for a renewabl e energy play, so we
took a |l ook at a variety of technol ogi es.
The first that we did is we exam ned the use
of sol ar energy on this property.

The property is actually too
small. It's an industrially zoned piece of
property that's valuable to us and to the
community and it's too snall for the quantity
of electricity that would be produced by that
type of a system

And then we | ooked at w nd
energy. And the wind energy is problematic
for whole a variety of reasons that you're
nore famliar with than I am | don't have
to go into the detail of what 300-f oot
propellers | ook Iike and what inpact they
have on our nei ghbors.

Finally, we did an exam nation
of fuel-cell technology and we found that
it's extrenely clean. It -- it has very | ow
noi se issues. It has relatively negative
i npacts on pollution factors. And because of
the design of the land it's a very | ow
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vi si bl e i npact.

Plus we can -- we can put in a
fair anount of fuel cells. This would be the
big -- make it the largest in the world. W

can put a fair anount of electrical
generation there with real value to oursel ves
and to the community. So that's why we
decided to opt for the fuel-cell technol ogy.

Once we finished our
prelimnary analysis then we decided to have
sone di scussions wth the Town of Beacon
Falls and we nade arrangenents with Sel ect man
Bielik to see if he could put together a
public neeting with the other nmenbers of the
board of the selectnen so that we could put a
prelimnary concept out for public
consunption, which we did in March of this
year.

At the sane tinme we had
al ready begun engi neering work with the
vari ous engi neering disciplines that you see
before you today, and that we fil ed docunents
with | SO New Engl and, which is a prelimnary
step to get a place in the queue.

On July 7, Beacon Falls Energy
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Park provided the Beacon Falls Land Use

Comm ssion in the Town, and its people with a
formal presentation of the conceptual
approach of the project. And we discussed
the various inpacts that the 63. 3-negawatt
fuel cell would have on the nei ghborhood and
t he t own.

And a couple of the itens that
we di scussed in detail at that neeting -- our
side of the conversation went two and hal f
hours. W discussed air quality assessnent,
project noise |levels, confirmation of
pl anni ng and zoni ng, storm water discharge,
wast ewat er di scharge, inland wetl and i npacts,
t he conservati on and devel opnent pl an,
consi stency with natural resources and
traffic inmpacts, and finally the econom c and
ot her benefits for Beacon Falls, and al so for
the State of Connecti cut.

Representati ves from Fuel Cel |
provi ded at that neeting a detail ed
di scussi on of the technol ogy and the
equi pnent that woul d be used, and they al so
di scussed operations, naintenance and proj ect
safety. Follow ng our presentation we took
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questions fromthe public. There were 83
peopl e present fromthe town of Beacon Fall s,
and that went about an hour and a half.

To summari ze, as a devel oper
of this inportant class one renewabl e project
we feel confident that we have been wor ki ng
hard to be able to provide the Town of Beacon
Fall s and those charged wth the
responsibility of review ng our project wth
all the technical and engineering information
and data required to obtain project approvals
for devel opnent.

Qur phil osophy of devel opnent
has al ways been to bring forth a first-cl ass
project while attenpting to mnimze, to the
best of our ability, any potential negative
i npacts of the devel opnent and future
operation of the project on the community.
You wll be hearing from our various advisors
and consul tants and engi neers about those
details which are critical to achieving that
result in the Beacon Falls Energy Park
devel opment .

At the end of our day our goal
is to build the | argest fuel-cell technol ogy
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project in the world in Beacon Falls,
Connecticut, and do so in a manner that w |
m ni m ze any negative inpacts to the best of
our ability. The econom c inpacts on the

Town and the State of Connecticut will be
consi der abl e and positive.

Thank you for your |istening
to that.

THE CHAI RMAN: Thank you. So
we'll now start our cross-exani nation by
staff.

At t or ney Bachnman?

MS. BACHVAN: Thank you,
M. Chair man.

Dd the petitioner post a sign
at the site?

THE W TNESS (Audette): Yes,

we di d.

M5. BACHVAN.  And i n what
| ocati on?

THE W TNESS (Audette): On
Lopus Road.

M5. BACHVAN: And when was the
si gn posted?
THE W TNESS (Audette):
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Appr oxi matel y Oct ober 22nd.

MS. BACHVAN: Thank you.

Referring to the
correspondence that was submtted by
Sel ect man El ect M. Ferneski yesterday
regardi ng the access grounds, does everyone
have a copy of that letter?

THE W TNESS (Audette): Yes,
we do.

MS. BACHMAN:  How woul d t he
petitioner address the concern regardi ng the
insufficient driveway apron at Locus Road?

THE W TNESS (Audette): This
is M. Audette speaking, Richard.

We' ve | ooked at that and had a
nunber of design -- design alternatives in
the | ast couple of nonths. And | will say
that we feel the current access is the best
| ocation for the access.

Il will also state for the
record that the Council should note that the
design to date is only approximately 75 to
80 percent conpleted. So as we npbve onto the
ot her 25 or 30 percent of the design things
like this wll be taken into consideration.
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To expand upon what we've
| ooked at, I'd like to have M. D etzko from
M I one & MacBroom expl ain sone of our
alternative designs to that access road.

THE W TNESS (D et zko):  For
the record, Steve D etzko from M Il one &
MacBr oom

We have | ooked at the access
poi nt and studied it in detail. | think as
is noted in the application, this really is
the only feasible access point fromthe
property on Lopus Road. Then it cones to a
poi nt of selecting the neans of connection
t here.

Where it's depicted on the
site plan behind you is that an opti num
| ocation both for grade, and as you go into
the site, as well as considering factors for
the offsite roadway, Lopus Road.

And M. Audette alluded to as
we continually refine the design we
anticipate that there will be sone
enhancenments to Lopus Road made that w ||
i ncl ude expandi ng on the guardrail there.
There's currently a cable guide rail. That
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can be enhanced, and then obtaining sight
di stance fromthe driveway in both
di recti ons.

Now t he site distance | ooking
to the north or downhill, so to speak, is --
is nore than adequate. The site distance
| ooki ng west currently does not neet the
desired standards for the posted speed limt.
And we woul d propose to conduct sone
excavati on on the roadway enbanknent across
the street.

Luckily, this is also on
property that is owned by O&% And so that
shoul d be feasi ble and achi evabl e, enhanced
signage to denote the upcom ng curve and the
presence of the curve, installation of
lighting at the driveway. Al of these
secondary standards w ||l enhance the safety
we have there.

MS. BACHVAN: Regarding the
sightline issues, would tree clearing be
i nvol ved?

THE W TNESS (D et zko): There
woul d be a small anpunt of tree clearing,
yes. There's sone pine trees on the
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enbanknent . | don't think we went to that
part of the site, but as you cone up Lopus
Road on the -- on the north side of that road

i's an enbanknent that's probably about

12 feet high that leads to a plateau. And on
t he enbanknent there are several small pine
trees, and those, those wll be renoved.

M5. BACHMAN:  Thank you.

Referring to the revised site
pl ans that were submitted with the
interrogatory, this was the site plan LA-1.

It shows the access drive extending from
Lopus Road across the steep hillside into the
site.

Do you know what the grade of
t he proposed access drive wll be?

THE W TNESS (D et zko): Yes.
And again, for the record Steve Di et zko.

The grade is 8 percent.

M5. BACHMAN:  Thank you. And
what materials would you use to stabilize the
access roadsi de sl opes?

THE W TNESS (D et zko): The
side slopes wll be graded earth. And they
are constructed -- they are proposed to be
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constructed at a two-to-one sl ope, two
hori zontal to one vertical. So the subsoi
wll be covered with four to six inches of
topsoil and seeded there.

M5. BACHMAN:  Thank you.

Is it possible to use anot her
access point further west on Lopus Road to
avoi d the expense of tree clearing and side
sl ope stabilization associated with the
current access road?

THE W TNESS (D et zko): Agai n,
St eve Di et zko.

We | ooked at the access road
further west, but the existing grade of Lopus
Road in that area | eading fromthe west

downhill to the east is approximately
15 percent. So as every -- every inch that
we nove the proposed driveway to the -- to

the left or to the west, there was additi onal
clinmb that woul d nmake our access dri veway
steeper than the desired 8 percent, which is
what we designed it at.

MS. BACHVAN: Thank you.

Is it at all possible perhaps
to use the access road that we used to go to
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the field review this afternoon?

THE W TNESS (Audette): Let ne
respond to that. This is R chard Audette
speaki ng.

Unfortunately the access road
IS an easenent, a joint venture easenent
bet ween oursel ves and the DOI, State of
Connecticut. And that can be used for
energency access only. And currently we wll
be di scussing that energency access with the
Town of Beacon Falls as a secondary energency
access only for the facility, and potentially
for constructi on purposes during the
construction of the facility, but not as a
pri mary access.

M5. BACHMAN:  Thank you.

The sane with the site plans
attached to the interrogatories referring to
site plan LA-2. There are detention basins
south of the fuel-cell conpound area. Do
t hese basi ns need periodic inspections and
mai nt enance?

THE W TNESS (D et zko): Yes.
Again for the record, Steve D et zko.

W will develop a |long-term
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operation and mai ntenance plan for the storm
wat er and the process water basins that |ays
out a periodic inspection and criteria for
cl eaning or renovation to be schedul ed. That
woul d be typical for -- for those storm water
and process water managenent ventures.

M5. BACHMAN:  And how often
woul d that be i nspected?

THE W TNESS (D et zko) :

Probably an inspecti on of
twi ce per year woul d be adequate to determ ne
i f anything has changed. W want to keep
signi ficant woody vegetati on out of there and
make sure that the enbanknents are stable,
that there's been no change in the -- in the
area due to aninmals or anything, as is the
typical thing that we would | ook for. W
woul d | ook for signs of clogging and whet her
or not the soil needed to be scarified.

MS. BACHVAN:  Who woul d
performthe inspection?

THE W TNESS (Audette):

Ri chard Audette speaking.
Those i nspecti ons would be perforned by the
conpany that would be operati ng/ mai ntaining
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the facility. And for the record right now,
that's in negotiations in -- with Fuel Cell
Ener gy.

M5. BACHMAN:  Thank you.

How woul d t he basi ns be
accessed? Because it seens as if the
conpound fence and the storm water detention
basins along the railroad prevent vehicle
access to the other basins on the south side
of the site.

THE W TNESS (D et zko): Steve
D etzko, for the record.

The -- the basins would be
accessed by -- a rubber tire backhoe woul d be
the intent of the type of access to traverse
the area for nmintenance.

M5. BACHVAN: Thank you. In
the response to interrogatory nunber eight, a
wat er tank was added to the south end of the
conpound area. Does this tank hold
wast ewat er or incomng water to be used for
the fuel cells?

THE W TNESS (Audette):

R chard Audette, for the
record.
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That storage tank is an
approxi mately 250, 000-gall on tank to be
utilized for processed water serving the
facility.

MS. BACHVAN: Thank you.

In section 2.2 of the petition
for the fuel-cell operation what is the
li fespan of the fuel-cell stacks?

THE W TNESS (Audette):

Ri chard Audette speaking.

The facility is being designed
for a design life of 30 years.

M5. BACHMAN: Does the out put
of the fuel-cell stack dimnish as the
fuel-cell unit ages?

THE W TNESS (Tobin): Ben
Toby, Fuel Cell Energy.

Yes, the output of the
fuel-cell stack dimnishes by 10 percent over
the lifetime of the fuel-cell stack nodul e.
The fuel -cell stack nodul es that our conpany
is currently shipping to custoners at a
five-year half-life can be sufficient within
two years fromtoday, that that wll be
ext ended to seven years.
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M5. BACHMAN:  Thank you.

For stack replacenent woul d
the fuel cells shut down on an as-needed
basis? O is expected to do stack
repl acenent for nmost or all of the fuel cells
at once?

THE W TNESS (Toby): Ben Toby,
Fuel Cel| Energy. The individual plants which
we desi gnate as DFC3000 and HEFC pl ants are
shut down in order to affect the renoval and
repl acenent of the stack nodul es. The other
plants for which the stack replacenent is
not, you know, taking place, continue
oper at i ng.

M5. BACHMAN:  Thank you.

And if the facility is
approved woul d the petitioner submt a
decomm ssioning plan for the facility?

THE W TNESS (Audette):

Ri chard Audette speaking.

The deconm ssi oni ng plan woul d
be submtted as part of our devel opnent
managenent pl an.

MR. LYNCH. Does that al so
have to be submtted to the |1 SO? Does the

BCT Reporting LLC



coOo~NO O WDNLPE

Page 32

deconm ssi oni ng plan al so have to be
submtted to the | SO?

THE W TNESS (Audette):

Ri chard Audette speaking.

The deconm ssi oni ng pl an at
the current tinme is not regul ated or under
any regul ations, or coincident with any
requi renents by | SO New Engl and to be
submtted to it.

MR. LYNCH. Thank you.

M5. BACHVMAN: Coul d you pl ease
descri be how the facility wll be connected
to the power distribution network in the
area?

THE W TNESS (Audette):

Ri chard Audette speaking.

Currently the electrical
di stribution fromthe swi tchyard, which is on
the site, the routing is being reviewed by
| SO New Engl and and Eversource. There are
currently three options that are avail abl e
that they are review ng from an engi neeri ng
st andpoi nt of view and those options are
over head, overhead and underground. And the
third option is conpletely underground.
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M5. BACHMAN:  Thank you.

Does the power go straight to
the substation, or is it used in the Beacon
Fall s area?

THE W TNESS (Audette):

Ri chard Audette speaking. Al
the el ectrical power generated by the
facility goes directly into the substation
and distributed into the 115-kV distri bution
i nes.

M5. BACHMAN. Are there
exi sting distribution |lines along the area
roads to get to the substation? O would new
pol es and lines need to be install ed?

THE W TNESS (Audette):

Dependi ng upon the option that
Eversource and | SO New Engl and det erm ne
there, there could be towers over the parce
that O&G currently owns. That is their
det erm nati on, not ours.

M5. BACHMAN:  Thank you.

| understand that two types of
fuel cells wll be used at the site, 16
DFC3000 units and 5 HEFC units. Wiy was this
confi gurati on proposed rather than just using
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the larger 3.7-negawatt units for the
pr oj ect ?

THE W TNESS (Toby): Ben Toby,
Fuel Cel | Energy.

The project wll initially
consi st of several phases of DFC3000 units.
And the final stage of the project wll
consi st of several -- several HEFC units.

Having to do primarily with
timng, FuelCell Energy is intending to
i ntroduce the HEFC units in about a year and
a half fromnow So it -- they sinmply --
those units were not available at the early
part of the project when it was envisioned
that this was going to be, you know, built
initially. There were -- they wll becone
avai l abl e towards the end of the construction
peri od.

M5. BACHMAN:  Thank you.

The water main involves two
new extensions. Are those |ocations
identified as of yet?

THE W TNESS (Audette):

Ri chard Audette speaking.

| believe the -- could you
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repeat the question, please?

M5. BACHMAN: The water nain
i nvol ves two new extensions. Do you have the
| ocati ons of where those would be | ocated at
this point?

THE W TNESS (Audette): The
current plans that's in your Siting Council
package show that we are going to
i nterconnect water for the facility on
Rai | road Avenue on an existing eight-inch
mai n.

M5. BACHMAN:  Thank you.

The petition al so indicates
that it require rights of entry across the
railroad right-of-way from Metro-North and
DOT -- would be required? Do you have any
updat e on these negoti ati ons?

THE W TNESS (D et zko): Yeah.
Steve D etzko. W have reached out to
Metro-North and the DOT and had neetings and
begin the application process for the
encr oachnment.

M5. BACHMAN:  Thank you.

Has an | SO i nt erconnecti on
study been conpleted for the project to tie
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into the Beacon Falls substation?

THE W TNESS (Audette):

Ri chard Audette speaking.

The feasibility study for 1SO
New Engl and has been conpl eted. The
short-circuit study is -- wll be underway in
the next 10 to 15 days.

MS. BACHVAN:  Thank you.

How is the facility nonitored
for proper operation?

THE W TNESS (Toby): Ben Toby
speaki ng.

In our facility in Danbury,
the facility that's headquartered at the
facility in Danbury, we maintain 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week, 365 per year renote

nmoni toring functions which will keep an eye
on -- on the plant, data flow ng, and so
forth.

So we'll have -- we'll have

data, you know, flowng to our facility in
Danbury 24 by 7. And fromthat facility
we'll be in a position to establish whatever
care and attention is needed to the facility,
as we do with the other 180 negawatts worth
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1 of facilities that we've got operating around
2 the world.

3 MS. BACHVAN: Thank you.

4 I n section four the petition's
5 energency shut down of project |ists manual

6 shutdown operations. |Is there a renote

7 energency shutdown systenf?

8 THE W TNESS (Arneson): Yeah,

9 | can certainly answer that. Kirk Arneson

10 for the record.

11 Yes, we can shut down the

12 equipnent renotely. Also the onboard

13 equi prment and instrunentation wll shut down

14 each individual plant as necessary on its own
15 as well.

16 MS. BACHVAN:  Thank you.

17 Section 4.09 of the petition
18 references a custom zed energency response
19 plan for the project. |If the project is

20 approved can this energency response plan be
21 submtted to the Siting Council ?

22 THE W TNESS (Audette):

23 Ri chard Audette speaking.

24 An emergency response plan and
25 a fire protection plan wll be submtted, and
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also wll be submtted to the local fire
departments and the DEEP. And for review,
also with that plan will include all kinds

of -- will include training necessary for the
facility.

MR HOFFMAN: Di rect or
Bachman, we shoul d eval uate exactly how nuch
of that plan should be filed under seal for
grid security purposes and those things. But
we have no problemwith submtting it to the
Counci | .

MS. BACHMVAN:  Under st ood.
Thank you, Attorney Hoffman.

MR. LYNCH:. Attorney Hoffnman,
Wul d that al so include a subm ssion to
Homel and Security under the statenent you
just made?

MR. HOFFMAN: This facility
would -- | don't believe needs to have that,
that | evel submtted to Honel and Security.
And certainly the fire response plan would be
submtted to the local fire officials as
wel | .

MR. LYNCH:. Thank you.

M5. BACHMAN.  Wbul d t he
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facility conmply with National Fire Protection
Associ ati on codes and standards duri ng
construction?

THE W TNESS (Audette):

Ri chard Audette speaking.

Yes, it will.

M5. BACHMAN:  Thank you.

Fromthe materials it appears
that nitrogen will be used as the nmedi umfor
pi pe cleaning. |If the project is approved,
woul d the petitioner submt these pipe
cl eani ng procedures?

THE W TNESS (Audette):

Ri chard Audette speaking.

Yes, we wll. There is
nitrogen on site, 6 -- approxinmately
6, 000 gallons of nitrogen is on site.

M5. BACHMAN:  Thank you.

What type of energency

response training will be required for the
| ocal energency responders?
THE W TNESS (Arneson): In the

past in another project what we have done is
we have escorted all the different conpanies
of firefighters around the site to identify
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the enmergency stop buttons. The |ocalized
manual gas val ves, even though all the gas

wll be isolated fromthe site for their own
security, we show them how to isol ate the gas
from-- fromthe distribution system

M5. BACHMAN:  Thank you.

If there were a fire or
expl osi on woul d the energency response pl an
have built-in notification to Metro-North?

THE W TNESS (Audette):

Ri chard Audette speaking.

That, that wll be revi ewed,
yes.

M5. BACHMAN:  Thank you.

How many fire hydrants are
proposed on the site?

THE W TNESS (D et zko): Steve
D et zko.

There's one fire hydrant
proposed on that site.

M5. BACHMAN.  And where woul d
that fire hydrant be | ocated?

THE W TNESS (D et zko): Agai n,
St eve Di et zko.

The fire hydrant is | ocated
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right outside the gate at the prinary access
road. And for the record, we have net with
the local fire official to discuss the

| ocati on of that hydrant.

M5. BACHMAN. Are there
additional fire hundreds on either Lopus Road
or Railroad Avenue?

THE W TNESS (D et zko): Steve
D et zko again. There are fire hydrants on
Rai | road Avenue, at least two, if not three.
And there is no water service on Lopus Road
so therefore no hydrants.

MS. BACHVAN: Thank you.

The |ighting proposed for the
site is specified as dark sky type fixtures.
Is the lighting oriented in any way so as not
to affect the abutters on G uber Road?

THE W TNESS (Audette):

Ri chard Audette speaking.

There are approxi mately 28
fixtures on poles approximately 25 feet tall
in height. Those fixtures wll be in a
downward position in accordance with dark
skies requirements and for |ocations.

They are an LED type of
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lighting, illumnating the facility. And
there again, it's in accordance with dark sky
t echnol ogy requirenents.

MS. BACHVAN: Thank you.

Woul d the sound wall bl ock any
or nost of the lighting from G uber Road?

THE W TNESS (Audette): Could
you repeat the question, please?

MS. BACHVAN: Wbul d the sound
wal | that's proposed to be constructed bl ock
any light fromreachi ng G uber Road?

THE W TNESS (Audette):

R chard Audette speaking for
the record.

Currently the sound wall which
is approximately 12 feet high and 900 |i near
feet in length is going to be between rows of
exi sting pine, and trees and atop the
ridgeline.

There is a possibility from
di fferent visuals that have been | ooked at,
that sone of the lighting could be bl ocked or
not seen because of the sound well, yes.

MS. BACHVAN: Thank you.

Is this site a brownfield?
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THE W TNESS (Audette):

Ri chard Audette speaking.

No, this site is not a
brownfield site.

MS. BACHMAN: Does the
petitioner intend to follow the
recommendat i ons of the phase one site
assessnent that called for the excavati on of
the dunp area on the site? The reference is
on page 23 of the attachnent F of the
envi ronment al assessnent.

MR. HOFFMAN: 1'mnot quite
sure how | got called upon to testify, but
okay.

Whi ch section is it?

M5. BACHVAN: It's in the
attachnent F, the environnental assessnent.

MR. HOFFMAN: Ri ght.

M5. BACHVAN: It's tough to --
the pagination is a little off.

MR. HOFFMAN: | f you could
just give ne the section nunber?

M5. BACHVAN: It's on page 23.
It refers to the discovery of one drumin
that particul ar area.

BCT Reporting LLC



coOo~NO O WDNLPE

Page 44

MR. HOFFMAN:  Well, ny page 23
is a mp. So --

M5. BACHVAN: All right. You
can pass that question for now.

MR. HOFFMAN:  Thank you.

MS. BACHVAN: Sure. Referring
to the DEEP letter dated June 22nd, DEEP
requested a nore detailed review of the site.
Has the petitioner submtted any subsequent
field data to DEEP for further review?

THE W TNESS (Sanford): For
the record, the is Matthew Sanford with
M| one & MacBroom

We have conpleted the field
habitat assessnment. It's dated August 5,
2015. It's part of the record. That
information wll be passed onto Connecti cut
DEEP for the review regardi ng the natural
di versity database comments and i ssues.

M5. BACHMAN:  Thank you.

It's Exhibit J. Attorney
Hof f man, | apol ogi ze. Page 23.

MR. HOFFMAN: Ckay. Now t hat
| have the correct page, can | have the
questi on agai n?
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MS. BACHMAN: Does the
petitioner intend to follow the
recommendations in the site assessnent that
called for the excavation of that dunp area?

MR. HOFFMAN:  Well, it calls
for the investigation, and the answer is yes.

MS. BACHVAN:  Thank you.

Has the petitioner had a
di scussion with the DEEP air program
concerning an air permt for the project?

THE W TNESS (Anderson): M ke
Anderson with TRC. And yes, we did receive
that information. | spoke to Jen St. Claire
about it, so we're working.

M. BACHVAN.  Well, what is
the status of the di scussions?

THE W TNESS (Anderson): W're
wor ki ng on the application.

MS. BACHVAN:  Thank you.

For construction does the
petitioner intend to work seven days a week?

THE W TNESS (Audette):

Ri chard Audette for the
record.

Construction of this facility,
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during construction, will only be five days a
week. That will extend to seven days a week
for units that get into start up in the

conmi ssioning after constructi on has been
conpl et ed.

M5. BACHVAN.  Was the Town
able to comment on the constructi on schedul e?

THE W TNESS (Audette): Not to
ny know edge.

M5. BACHVAN. Wuld it be
possi ble to not work on Sundays specified by
the Town in section 5.4.1 of the petition?

THE W TNESS (Audette): For
construction, yes.

M5. BACHMAN:  Thank you.

Behind tab F of the
envi ronment al assessnment on page ES-3, under
t he headi ng, transm ssion of public
utilities, It states that the affect of the
proj ect upon the water pressure and the nain
| ocated al ong the Railroad Avenue extension
is still being evaluated with the assistance
of Aquarion Water Conpany.

Are there any updates on these
di scussi ons?
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THE W TNESS (Audette): For
the record, R chard Audette.

Currently we've have a nunber
of nmeetings with Aquarion on this issue and
there are a nunber of different options that
they are | ooking at. And one of the options
is an upgrade of the water |line on Railroad
Avenue. The other option is to bring --
bring in another extension approximately 3600
linear feet from Pine R dge Road.

And the third option is what
we've taken the initiative, for the record,
and gone ahead with is to put our own storage
tank facility on the site so as not to affect
the pressure reduction and fl ow of the
exi sting system

M5. BACHMAN:  Thank you.

Section 5.2.2 of the petition,
and behind tab F of the environnental
assessnent on page 19, the | ast paragraph
under surface water quality states, the
Naugat uck Ri ver can presently support
recreational use, fish and wildlife habitat
and agricultural industrial supply, including
navi gati on, but does support use as a
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dri nki ng water supply.

Shoul d this read that the
ri ver does not support use as a drinking
wat er supply?

THE W TNESS (Bristol): Yes.

Scott Bristol of MI|one and
MacBr oom

M5. BACHMAN:  Thank you.

Al so behind tab F of the
envi ronment al assessnent, on page 18, it
states, in fact, no snakes of any kind were
observed on the site. |In the habitat
assessnent that was submtted yesterday it
appears the nulti-day field studies were
conducted exclusively in July.

Is that correct?

THE W TNESS ( Sanf ord):

Correct.

M5. BACHMAN:  Are you aware
that the eastern hog-nosed snake is a binodal
species, so it is active in the spring and
fall?

THE W TNESS (Sanford): |I'm
sorry. Can you repeat the question?

M5. BACHMAN:  Are you aware
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that the eastern hog-nosed snake is a binodal
species that is active in the spring and
fall?

THE W TNESS (Sanford): Yes.

M5. BACHMAN:  Are you
conducting any additional field study during
those ti nmes?

THE W TNESS (Sanford): W are
not planning to conduct any additi onal
studies at the tine. W have identified as
part of our -- our plan that the habitat for
t he eastern hog-nosed snake does exi st on
this particular site.

We have -- our investigations
have not found the eastern hog-nosed snake
and we have taken the neasures recomended by
Connecti cut DEEP, neasures that are based in
ternms of protecting the species if it was
found during construction. So we are
acknowl edging that the habitat is on this
particular site and that we haven't found any
in July. And we are taking the reconmmended
approaches to protect that species during
constructi on.

M5. BACHMAN:  Thank you.
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In the DEEP comments dat ed
Novenber 4th it's noted that the protocol for
protecting the hog-nosed snake shoul d i ncl ude
| anguage that any snake found nust be noved
or allowed to nove to a safe area off the
project site. DEEP also nakes a
recommendati on that a trai ned biol ogi st be
enpl oyed.

Wul d the petitioner be
wlling to engage and train biologists for
i npl enentation with the recommended protocol ?

THE W TNESS (Audette): For
the record, Richard Audette speaking.

And the answer is yes.

M5. BACHMAN:  Thank you.

Wul d the petitioner be
wlling to use 100 percent natural fiber
bi odegradabl e erosi on and sedi nentati on nmats?

THE W TNESS (Audette):

R chard Audette speaking for
the record.

And the answer is yes.

MS. BACHVAN: | under st and
that one brown thrasher was identified on the
site during a survey. Wat is the preferred
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vegetati on type for brown thrasher nesting?

THE W TNESS (Sanford): Yes,
one brown thrasher was found on the site.

The preferred nesting habitat for the brown
thrasher is the shrubby habitat that is
currently found on the site.

M5. BACHVAN: Whul d a
restriction on tree clearing during the
nesti ng season be beneficial to prevent
i npacts to brown thrashers that may be
nesting there?

THE W TNESS (Sanford): The
brown thrashers utilize the distinct shrub --
shrub habitat on this particular site. Mbst
of the clearing activity associated with this
proj ect occurred down at the | ower bow of
the site.

The active brown thrasher, as
part of your field habitat assessnent, was

found on the slopes that are -- are to be
unt ouched during the clearing operation of
this particular project. And so tree

clearing is really limted where the active
brown thrasher was found for the site.
M5. BACHMAN:  Thank you.
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That's all | have,
M. Chair man.

THE CHAl RVAN:  Thank you.

We'll now continue wth
questions fromthe Council starting with
Senat or Mur phy.

SEN. MJURPHY: Thank you,

M. Chairman. Just a few things.

M. Corvo, you kind of
answered part of what | was going to be
aski ng about the public hearing and the i nput
had i ndicated there were 83 nenbers of the
public at the neeting July?

THE W TNESS (Corvo): That's
correct, sir.

SEN. MJURPHY: And you
i ndi cated that the question portion of it
| asted quite sonme period of tinme. What was
the general tenor of the public inquiry made
at the presentation? | know we'll hear
sonet hing, but I'mkind of curious what it
was then and what there was.

THE W TNESS (Corvo): Well,
overall 1 think I could characterize the
general concern of the public. They wanted
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to see what this was all about and there were
sone specific questions relative to water

i ssues. There were sonme specific questions
relative to project financing and the
potential econom c inpacts of the town.

QG her than that | know there
were a nunber of the questions that were
redundant in that regard. So there's a
question fromone side of the roomthat
bounced around a little bit. And there were
sone questions relative to the fuel -cel
t echnol ogy whi ch were responded to by Ben
Tobin fromFuel Cell. And that's pretty much
it.

But it was generally an
interest by the public. They were interested
in seeing the inpact of the project, and
that's pretty much it.

SEN. MJURPHY: Thank you.

The renmai ni ng acreage of this
25-acre tract, are there any plans for this
if this petition is approved and the project
cones into effect?

THE W TNESS (Corvo): At this
time what we're concentrating on is the
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presentation, the project that we' ve
presented to you. R ght now there's no
specific other devel opnental activity that we
contenpl ate for that 25-acre parcel.

SEN. MJURPHY: Ckay. And as
far as you know, there's no intention to sell
off the remaini ng acreage either?

THE W TNESS (Corvo): No, not

right now There's no -- we have no -- we're
not selling anything.
Let nme be clear on that. The

option that we have is for Beacon Falls
Energy. The petitioner has the option for
the 25 acres. The other property is --
remains with & So they -- there was, |
want to say, 18.

SEN. MURPHY: \Wel |, okay.
assune that when you nenti oned the option,
whi ch kind of surprised ne in a way, because
as is | understand it, the LLCis a
whol | y- owned subsidy of O&G So they're kind
of one and the sane. But it's the whole
25 acres that would becone part of the LLC s
property?

THE W TNESS (Corvo): That's
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correct.

SEN. MURPHY: Not just -- |
assunme it would be the 13 acres. Well, |
appreciate your setting that up.

And the other thing is kind of
a question out of curiosity. The question
about interruption if the grid goes out and
the explanation, and | think it's 15, about
t he standal one and what have you. |I'm
curious as to what period of tinme and what
| oss and how long it takes to synchroni ze on
t he standal one when the grid goes out, and
how long it takes to cone back onto the grid
once the grid is avail abl e?

THE W TNESS (Tobi n): Ben
Tobi n, Fuel Cel |l Energy.

Currently this project does
not contain the capability to operate
i ndependent of the grid in a standal one
manner. So in responding to your question,
when there is a grid interruption or
excursion involved in the frequency on the
grid line it nmakes us di sconnect fromthe
grid. That separation happens
i nstantaneously. W drop | oad and open
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breakers and go into a standby condition wth

an open breaker. [It's not syncing into the
grid virtually instantaneously.
As of the return and -- and

reconnection to the grid, all this is
automatic and built into our inverter
technol ogy. Wen a normal condition resunes
on the grid w're able to reconnect and --
and resune exporting power out the grid.
Shoul d that period of tine be
five mnutes or |ess the recovery tine is --
pardon ne, five seconds or |ess, the recovery
time is on the order of m nutes, between five
and ten mnutes on a typical unit.
If the grid interruption is
| onger than the a five-second period we do
need to go into a cool down node whi ch --
whi ch requires us to nore and nore gradually
ranp up over a period of about ten hours.
That's the basic design of the power plant.
SEN. MJRPHY: So if the
t en- hour period where you were to revert from
the grid, assumng the grid is out for ten
hours on your standal one operation. |I|Is that
nmy under standing of it?
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THE W TNESS (Tobin): To -- to
repeat, the systemis not intended -- wl|l
not have the conponents necessary. W have
addi ti onal optional equipnent, for exanple,
that allows a fuel-cell to operate and
continue to provide power to a critical host,
for exanple, in the event of the grid being
down.

That capability is not
intended to be built into this plan. So --
so we woul dn't have that standal one
capability on this plan.

SEN. MJRPHY: That's not
really ny understanding of the answer. It
says the fuel-cell plants will not shut down.

THE W TNESS (Arneson): That
that is correct. The plants will not shut
down. They will continue to operate in a
hi gh standby node powering their own
parasitic | oad.

So it wll be avail able and
ready to re-sync with the grid i nmedi atel y
when the grid cones back. Once the grid
conmes back, if we've been down for an
ext ended duration we have to ranp back up to
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full load in a controlled fashion, which is
why it takes the eight to ten hours that Ben
was tal king about to get to full |oad. But
we wll continue to operate even through the
grid outage. We just wll not be exporting
power .

SEN. MURPHY: Ckay. So you're
just operating within yourself? You're not
addi ng anyt hi ng el se?

THE W TNESS ( Arneson): Yes,
sir.

SEN. MJURPHY: | have not hi ng
el se, M. Chairman, right now

THE CHAl RVAN:  Thank you.

M. Ashton?

MR, ASHTON: If | could just
continue on this theme with the ranp up.

What is the slope of the ranp up for an
out age after you' ve be down, for say, an hour
or two hours --

THE W TNESS (Arneson): It's
i near.

MR. ASHTON: -- the outages.

THE W TNESS (Arneson): |
apol ogi ze. Could you repeat that?
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1 MR ASHTON: ' m sorry?
2 THE W TNESS (Arneson): Could
3 you repeat that?
4 THE W TNESS (Agresti): \Wat
5 is the ranp-up rate for a fuel cell, the
6 63-nmegawatt total plant after you have been
7 down for a couple of hours?
8 THE W TNESS (Arneson): It
9 wll be linear, you know.
10 MR ASHTON: | knowit's
11 linear, but over what period of tinme?
12 THE W TNESS (Toby): Yeah,
13 it's 0.5 kilowatts per m nute.
14 MR. ASHTON: 0.5 kilowatts per
15 m nute.
16 THE W TNESS (Toby): Yes,
17 that's correct.
18 MR. ASHTON: That's for the
19 whol e thing?
20 THE W TNESS (Toby): For an
21 individual plant, right.
22 MR. ASHTON: So how nmany
23 individuals do we have?
24 THE W TNESS ( Toby):
25 Twent y- one.
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MR. ASHTON: So you're talking
0.5 tinmes 21 is roughly a kilowatt per mnute

for your ranp up. Is that correct?

THE W TNESS (Audette): It's
twenty-one, 21 units, it's at half a
kilowatt -- or .05 kilowatts -- 21 times .05

rounded is 1 kilowatt.

THE W TNESS (Toby): So maybe
a nore accurate way for ne to answer that is
that it's -- it's a ten-hour ranp-up period
fromthe hot standby condition.

MR. ASHTON: And that's nore
or less a straight |ine ranp-up?

THE W TNESS (Toby): Yes,
that's correct.

THE W TNESS (Arneson): So it
w |l be about 6.3 what? Megawatts per hour.

MR, ASHTON: Ckay. Well, that
conpares wth m nutes for fossil fuel, not
hours.

" mjust junping around a
little bit. What would be the inpact of a
100-year stormon this facility?

THE W TNESS (D et zko): Steve
D etzko from M| one & MacBroom
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The hundred-year storm you
would |l ook at it, and we | ooked at it from
two perspectives, the Naugatuck River and its
associ ated fl oodplain. Neither the 100-year
base fl ood, nor the 500-year fl oodplain
encroached upon the site. So it is not
subject to mari ne fl oodi ng.

And then when it cones to a
matter of designing the infrastructure for
the site we nmade sure that our storm water
facilities can handl e any increases in runoff
occasi oned by the devel opnent nade in the
changi ng of the |l and cover to the 100-year
stormevent. So none of the infrastructure
wll be subject to any inpact froma
hundred-year rainfall or a river in flood.

MR. ASHTON: That's fi ne. I
want to pursue this a little nore, because

when | | ook at the site plan when we tal ked
about it out in the field and | was told --
at least | thought | was told -- that the

substati on woul d have a crushed stone surface
and t he bal ance of the yard woul d be paved.
Is that correct?

THE W TNESS (D et zko): That
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IS correct.

MR. ASHTON: VWhy are we pavi ng
t he whol e yard?

THE W TNESS (Audette):

Ri chard Audette for the
record.

There was this between crushed
stone and pavenent -- the reason for the
pavi ng was for sinply because of nai ntenance
and snow renpoval. And talking with people
that maintain the -- the Bridgeport facility,
they said that they've had struggles in the
past with the amount of snow that's
accunul ated and trying to renove the snow.

Al so, also with potenti al
dr ai nage, the design of the drainage -- and
M. D etzko could attune to that -- was
easier to control with asphalt, and the fl ow

MR. ASHTON: Let's tal k about

it. You said the site is very pervious. So
wat er woul d soak into the site, so there
shoul d be an ease in your runoff. |Is that
true?

THE W TNESS (D etzko): That's
correct, it's highly perneabl e.
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MR, ASHTON: Ckay. Let's get
past that. For snow renoval you don't renobve
all the snowwithin the fenced yard. Do you?

THE W TNESS (Audette): You
have to renove all the snow between the
ai sles of the --

MR. ASHTON: That's a
different story. That's not the whole
station. You renpve sone snow to get access
to the nodul e, but why on earth are you
pavi ng a whol e yard when you don't need it?
And you're goi ng though expense and | don't
under st and why.

| understand snow renoval . |
under stand access, but | think you're
throw ng a bundl e of nobney away on pavi ng.
And you're also not doing as good a job on
drai nage as you would if it was a pervious
surface?

THE W TNESS (Audette): e
coul d take that under consideration, M.
Ashton. O&Gisn't in the asphalt business.

MR, ASHTON: Ckay. That's
fine. Now when these things are built do you
bring in the whol e nodule on a skid type of
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thing, or does it cone in, in pieces and you
assenbl e the whole thing on site?

THE W TNESS (Arneson): The
nodul es conme in on their own separate trucks.

MR, ASHTON: But that doesn't
answer mny question. Do they cone in as an
entire nodul e?

THE W TNESS ( Arneson): Yes,
sir.

MR. ASHTON: O do they cone
i n pieces?

THE W TNESS (Arneson): One
pi ece.

MR. ASHTON. One piece. So
each of the fuel-cell type cones in its own
skid and you just drop it on the slab. |Is
that fair to say?

THE W TNESS ( Arneson): Yes,
sir. Unh-huh.

MR. ASHTON: How | ong does it
take to do this project?

THE W TNESS (Arneson): One
day.

MR. ASHTON: One day. The
manuf acturer has got to be critical to the
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construction?

THE W TNESS (Arneson): That's
correct.

MR. ASHTON: Can you take a
nodul e out of service and | eave the bal ance
of the plant operating?

THE W TNESS (Arneson): W can
t ake down any one of the DFC3000s with all
t he other equi pnent operating at full power.

MR. ASHTON: Ckay. So you can
do mai nt enance on one unit?

THE W TNESS ( Arneson): Yes,
sir.

MR, ASHTON. O the lightbulb
goes bad and you can turn it off and fix it?

THE W TNESS ( Arneson): Yes,
sir.

MR. ASHTON: Sone people in
this roomm ght know that | have a little
interest in fences. And I'd like you to tell
me what kind of a fence you' re going to put
around this thing.

THE W TNESS (Audette): For
the record, Richard Audette speaking.

Currently, as | stated before,
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the design is 70 percent conplete. The
exterior and the fencing has not been
conpleted, as -- as i s security.

Currently with the design, it
shows an ei ght-foot fence.

MR. ASHTON: What ki nd of
mesh?

THE W TNESS (Audette): W
have not determ ned what type of nesh. W
have not determ ned exactly where that
fenci ng supposedly should be, or if it should
have concertina wire on it.

MR ASHTON: Can | suggest you
| ook at a nmesh that's nuch snaller than
two inches so you can't clinb it. A two-inch
nmesh you can clinb up. And it also hel ps you
cut down on noise transm ssion if you go to a
smal l er nesh. You m ght not need t hat
900-f oot G eat Wall of China.

THE W TNESS (Audette):

Unfortunately |I think we still
need a 900-foot Wall of China because of
noi se.

MR. ASHTON: Try it. Don't
say yes.
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THE W TNESS (Audette): W
wanted to keep the nesh in the existing and
the -- the option was avail able to put
concertina wire on the top, very simlar to
concertina wre.

MR. ASHTON: |'m not concer ned
about concertina wire. |'m concerned about
people clinbing a cyclone fence -- on a
two-inch nesh is clinbable. | can do it and
" mno spring chicken.

It is -- and that's what |I'm
trying to get across to the applicants, is
that if you go to an inch-and-a-half mesh or
a one-inch nesh, or even a half-inch nesh,
there sone advantages of it, too.

Besi des not being able to
clinb it, you can cut down on visibility and
it probably will cut down on sound
transm ssi on.

THE W TNESS (Audette): | wll
take that under advi senent.

MR. ASHTON: Thank you. In
| ooking at the lovely artist rendering that
you' ve prepared in the book, the one thing
that struck nme was that there's a hell of a
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| ot of open area there. And | wonder why you
can't tighten up the site and save yourself
sone noney?

THE W TNESS (Audette):

Ri chard Audette for the
record.

Well, in actuality that
rendering needs to be -- it shows it in the
rendering, but if you | ook at the general
site plan C, C- 300, you wll find that
basically when we put the gas netering
station and the power distribution control
building in that area there is not nuch area
left.

MR. ASHTON: There's a fair
anount. |If you were told to cut it back,
woul d you do it?

THE W TNESS (Audette): W
| ooked at the easenent. And when you tal ked
about energency response plans, we do have a
gas netering station inside the fence.

MR. ASHTON: | hear you. |
see it. I'mwell aware of the gas neters.

THE W TNESS (Audette): \Were
we have that gas netering station is inside
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1 the fence. In fact, that is still being

2 redesigned because of Eversource's input.

3 That gas netering station may expand. W're
4 hoping it won't.

5 MR. ASHTON: And can't, in

6 fact, the netering station be outside the

7 fence in its own encl osure?

8 THE W TNESS (Audette): Not
9 wth the existing design, no.
10 MR. ASHTON: That's not ny
11 question.
12 THE W TNESS (Audette): W'l
13 take it under consideration, Council or.
14 MR, ASHTON: Ckay. My point
15 is | think you can save yourself sone noney
16 by -- | knowit's not in the open. The
17 netering station, |I'msure, could be put

18 inside or outside. Eversource doesn't care.
19 They want protection on the station. They

20 could have it one way or another.

21 The el ectrical connection, |I'm
22 a little bit fuzzy on that. | heard an

23 overhead and underground conbi nati on. |

24 didn't hear what the voltage was going to be.
25 1s it going to 115 kV fromthe station to the
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Beacon Falls substation? O is it 1387

THE W TNESS (Audette): For
the record, R chard Audette speaking.

Currently the facility wll
generate 138 with two transforners into the
switchyard, and we will transformup to 115
and transmt a transm ssion | evel of 115 over
to the substation.

MR. ASHTON: AlIl right.
That's fine. So it's definitely a --

63 nmegawatts is a fair anount of quantity in
a shorter distance, and that's fine. | have
no problemw th that.

| think those are ny
questions, M. Chairman. Thank you very
nmuch.

THE CHAI RVAN: Thank you,

M. Ashton.

M. Hannon?

MR. HANNON: Thank you,
M. Chair man.

There are a couple spots in
the application which |I know have been
sonewhat referred to by the air permt
requi renents, but | just want to nmake sure
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that we are on the sane page. And | believe
that this resource woul d be appropriate and
the type required for a mcrogrid required
site. Is that correct?

THE W TNESS ( Anderson): Yes.

M5. BACHMAN: Thank you. So
for exanple, part of the introductory was in
5.1.7, entitled, by burn -- says the project
doesn't fall into that category so there are
a couple statenments in here that are no
| onger accurate, but you're working towards
getting the permts taken care of?

THE W TNESS ( Anderson): Yes.

MR. HANNON: One of the
conmments that, again was in sort of the
openi ng section of the docunment. |It's on
page -- it's 5.2.5, water quality. It talks
about sone of the wastewater streans. And
" mwondering, what is the wastewater tank
drai ni ng wastewater in, assuming a quantity
of 50,000 gallons per year? Wat is that?

THE W TNESS (Bristol): Scott
Bristol with M| one & MacBroom

Each of the units has a
snmal l er storage tank. So once the water is
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purified through the filtration units it is
tenporarily stored at each unit that have a,
basically a day-tank, essentially. So
periodically.

If there has to be nai ntenance
of those tanks they may need to be drai ned.
50,000 gallons is kind of an arbitrary nunber
that we've -- we've sel ected based on those
vol unes. Just with the understandi ng that
because of the permt, the general permt for
that water treatnent wastewater, it does in
fact cover that drain. So we just want to
quantify that.

MR. HANNON: No, | didn't have
a clue as to what it was. Thank you.

At the site | had asked the
question, and the reason it cane up was
because of the 5.10.2 sanitary sewer. And
you were sayi ng what form of buil dings were
bei ng proposed. A sanitary sewer connection
wll not be needed. It's an unmanned
facility.

But one of the things that was
brought up is, has any consideration been
gi ven to possi bly having sone type of
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cl assroom established at this site, which in
that respect woul d probably require sone
resident facilities? But a project |ike
this, which is rather unique, | think it may
offer, whether it's engi neering students or,
you know, younger students an opportunity to
see sonething that's really kind of
fascinating froma technol ogi cal perspecti ve.
" mjust wondering if sonething |like that has
been consi der ed.

THE W TNESS (Audette): For
the record, R chard Audette.

Presently we have not
considered that. W would like to. We wll

take that under advisenent. W think it's a
great reconmendati on.
MR. HANNON: Thank you. |I'm

going a different direction than M. Ashton
on this, but in |looking at this scal e that
you have for this plant, | nean, | think
M. Ashton was saying it |ooked |like there
was a | ot of open space and you could tighten
it up.

My issue is that it doesn't
appear to identify any of the storm water
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managenent issues. So in that respect, |
think there's probably | ess reason than was
shown here in this rendering. So |I'mjust
wondering if any plans were being made to
show sort of the full site and what it would
look like as if it was devel oped?

THE W TNESS (D et zko): Steve
D etzko from M | one & MacBroom

The plans do refl ect the
i ncl usi on of catchbasins and storm conduits
on the site within the pads between the fuel

cell units that -- that collect the storm
water and lead into the storm wat er basi ns.
MR, HANNON: | ' m j ust

referring to that sort of highlight shot of,
here is the facility.

THE W TNESS (D et zko): R ght.

MR. HANNON: And it does show
the facility. And yes, | realize that
there's details in the plans and things of
that nature, but that sort of general PR shot
that's shown to the public, that doesn't
totally reflect everything that's been
proposed on the site. And that, that's ny
only questi on.
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So I'"'mjust wondering if that
can kind of get neshed in. And it may be a
nmoot point at this point in tinme, but again,
| ooking at this diagramit doesn't put any of
the stormwater basins, any of that material .
It's strictly just the site itself with the
fuel cells. So that's all.

Sonebody can | ook at this.

And |'ve said, well, it doesn't really

i ncorporate everything that's been proposed
at the site. This is probably getting into
the reeds a little bit with sone of the stuff
that | look at in these applications, but I
didn't find any engineering details on
anything for the site.

So for exanple, there are
infiltration basins, there's storm water
basins. It |ooks as though there are sone
energency spillways. | didn't see any
details on that. There wasn't any detail in
ternms of what type of silt fence that was
bei ng used.

Based on a comment that was
made a little bit earlier about the sl ope
over by the driveway was a two-to-one sl ope,
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tal ki ng about putting four to six inches of
topsoil and seeding it. The doesn't neet the
er osi on sedi nentation control guidelines
because the slope is steeper than three to
one. So that nmay be sone type of a nesh.

So I'"'mnot -- |I'mjust | ooking
for alittle nore of the engineering details
so that | have a better understandi ng of what
" m | ooking at on the site. There are no
profiles of any of the detention basins -- or
' msorry, the stormwater basins and things
of that nature. Just it helps get ne a
better understandi ng of what's bei ng proposed
on the site.

This is changing gears, but in
tab G appendix C, there's test pit data. |Is
there a map that shows where the test pits
are | ocat ed?

THE W TNESS (D et zko): Again
Steve Dietzko, for the record.

Yes, we have a correlating map
that shows that. Wether it's part of the
current application or not I don't know, but
V\e - -

MR. HANNON: That's why |I'm

BCT Reporting LLC



coOo~NO O WDNLPE

Page 77

asking if there is one?

THE W TNESS (D et zko): W can
certainly provide one.

MR. HANNON: And can these be
provi ded?

THE W TNESS (D et zko): Yes,
and on -- and the aforenentioned details that
you were | ooking for in the erosion control
measures to suppl enent the slope, that as
well. That as well.

MR. HANNON: And on the site,
as | asked about the wetl ands plan, and I
believe that the statenent was basically the
wet|l and or the pond that's out here, that is
t he actual boundary of the wetlands. |
didn't see any map that identified the
wet | ands.

But I just wanted to have
sonebody go on the record that's stating that
the pond, the edge of the pond is in fact the
extent of the wetlands on the site?

THE W TNESS (Sanford): Yeah.
For the record, Matt Sanford with MIlone &
MacBr oom

The wetl ands on this
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particular site are restricted to the actua
hi gh water mark of the pond. There are no
ot her wetl ands and/or watercourses on the
site.

MR. HANNON: Thank you. Just
a general question. Wy are there |ight
posts 25 feet in height?

THE W TNESS (Audette):

Currently that was the
recommendat i on of the design engi neer for the
overall screening and |lighting of the
facility, especially for potential nighttine
mai nt enance usage if that occurred.

MR, HANNON: Ckay. | mean, it
just seened a little high to ne, but that's
fine.

Sone of the dial ogue that was
brought up earlier tal ks about the | ocation

of the road. 1In looking at the field habitat
assessnent report that's dated August 5,
2015, | did not see previously in any of

t hose docunents sonething like this here in
terns of topography on the site.

And t here was sone di al ogue
about the possibility or question of the
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possibility of shifting the road, the
driveway to the west. |[|'m al nost thinking
that can it be shifted to the east? Because
part of the issue there is it |ooks Ilike
you've got a fairly long plateau in that

ar ea.

So you avoid a lot of the
sl opes that you currently have to worry about
on the site. |'mnot sure about what the
sightline would be, but has anybody | ooked at
that? Because it | ooks as though the grades
may actually be a little mld there.

THE W TNESS (D et zko): Yes,
for the record, Steve Di et zko.

Then -- that's a good question
and we did |look at that. There were a couple
of factors to consider in noving the road
further to the east, closer to the railroad.
In other words, there is an AT&T fi ber
conduit that traverses the property just
bel ow Lopus Road at the bottom of the
enbankment headi ng down to the railroad.

And noving the road further to
the east and still nmaki ng grade up at Lopus
Road, although a little bit | ower as you get

BCT Reporting LLC



coOo~NO O WDNLPE

Page 80

to the curve, would still require substanti al
filling back, that in this case as you nove
east -- would need to be held up with a
retaining wall, which would be, you know, in
proximty or on top of that conduit right
next to the rail Iines.

Secondl y, kind of | ooking at
the -- at the question that cane in fromthe
first -- not the first selectman. One of the

sel ectnen in Beacon Falls here yesterday.
The road being further over to the east
woul d, in fact, nmake it appear to be a

strai ght shot as you were conmng fromthe
north, whereas now you can't really see that

as a straight shot. It wouldn't be confused
as an extension of the road, and that's why
we still have it a little bit to the west.

MR. HANNON: No, I'mglad you
were able to respond.

The | ast question -- no,
actually two questions left. One is based on
the responses to the comm ssion's
interrogatories on the proceedi ng of
Cct ober 19th. And Attorney Hof f man sai d one
was dated October 16t h.
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Question one, you responded
that the project area is approxi mately
ei ght acres, but that if the area of storm
water and infiltration basins and the sound
wal | was included, the total area is
approxi mately ten acres.

Is it ten acres or nore? O
is it less than ten acres? And |'monly
aski ng because that has an inpact in terns of
the storm water construction general permt
fromthe agency and what sone of the
requi renents mght be. So you need to be
able to cone up with a nunber as to what the
total disturbed area is which would include
ever yt hi ng.

THE W TNESS (Bristol): Scott
Bristol of MI|one & MacBroom

At this point the expectation
is that the construction is nore and nore,
again at the ten-acre level. The exact
acreage hasn't been nailed down. So we're
aware of the other requirenents that we'll
need.

MR. HANNON: And the | ast
question | have goes back to a coment that
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was made by the applicant, and Attorney
Bachman rai sed the question first.

In terns of accessing the
centrally | ocated storm water basins and the
two infiltration basins and the sout her nnost
storm water basins, | believe the response
was in order to get equipnment there it would
be a rubber-tire vehicle that would have to
be goi ng outside the fenced area.

But in | ooking at the | ayout,
the way in which the trees and/or the
| andscapi ng woul d be, that part of that track
woul d actually be through the storm water
basins. And |I'm just wonderi ng whether or
not that m ght adversely inpact the basins,

t he sl opes. It | ooks |ike another area. |t
may be sonme of the swal es, the vegetative
swal es.

So I"'mjust trying to figure
out how you get equi pment there w thout
adversely inpacting sone of the storm water
desi gn?

THE W TNESS (Audette): For
the record, Richard Audette.

We' ve | ooked at that issue and
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one of the reasons for discussions for the
secondary entrance to the facility, which is
the entrance we took this norning to visit
the site, is for maintenance access.

The other item too, is when
| ooki ng at the G 300 or any of your
renderi ngs you see a fence around the
facility, but you don't see -- you only see
one gate, not a back gate. And I will say
for the record the facility is only
75 percent designed. And those are the
I ssues that conme up during the design stage.

MR. HANNON: Thank you.

| have no further questions.

THE CHAl RVAN:  Thank you.

M. Levesque?

MR LEVESQUE: | don't have
any questions that were not already covered.

THE CHAl RVAN:  Thank you.

Now, M. Lynch.

MR. LYNCH: | have a few
questions M. chairnman. But the |uxury of
going last is a lot of it has already been
asked.

| just want to start with the
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DOT letter that M. Reese sent in. But first
off, I want to talk to his boss over here why
he's out on Hall oween doing a field review.

But on page 3 he tal ks about
surveys that the DOT didn't have, and that
they're |l ooking to get in fromthe applicant.
And | was just wondering if any of those
surveys have been sent into DEEP.

MR. HOFFMAN: M. Lynch, you
referred to the DOT letter. | think you nean
the DEEP letter?

MR. LYNCH: Oh, DEP letter.

Sorry, yes. I ' m dysl exi c.
THE W TNESS (Sanford): Yes.
MR LYNCH: | know | got

confused, M. Audette. The DEEP letter. The
DEEP |l etter.

DOT had no comments, by the
way .

THE W TNESS (Sanford): Yes,
Matt Sanford for the record.

The comment referring to --
regardi ng the National Diversity Database,
you may be | ooking for information regarding
a list of species that had the potential to
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be on the site.

The field habitat assessnent
report that's been submtted to your Council
just yesterday, and the hardcopy this
afternoon will be submtted to the Nati onal
D versity Database Program for review and
comrent .

MR. LYNCH: And it makes a
| ater statenment -- and | think | already know
the answer to it, as to who owns the
fiber-optic cable, AT&T or Frontier. And I'm
just assunming nowit's all Frontier?

THE W TNESS (D et zko):  For
the record, Steve D etzko.

AT&T has retai ned ownership of
the fiber line which traverses the property,
however the aerial facilities on Lopus Road
t hat provide, you know, Internet and regul ar
voi ce data have been acquired by Frontier.

MR. LYNCH: There's a
reference a fewtines in the application and
the interrogatories about dark lighting. And
|"ve heard of dark lighting before and I'm a
little bit aware of it.

And as M. Audette said
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earlier, 25-foot poles, how does the dark
lighting actually inpact your site, or

setting up dark lighting, | guess?
THE W TNESS (Audette): There
is a -- Richard Audette. There's an

I nternati onal Dark Sky Associ ati on and we
desi gned the dark sky friendly |lighting, as
they call it.

MR. LYNCH: | know. |'m aware
of it.

THE W TNESS (Audette): That's
the lighting | was referring to during ny
di scussion. Qur design which is basically

not -- is in accordance to the dark sky

| ighting requirenments, which are LED |ighting
at a certain -- only at a certain height, by
the way. 25 feet is maximumfor their
requirenents for this facility, for what [|'ve

been tol d.

And al so we have to take into
consi deration the nai ntenance requirenents
that may occur at this facility, or energency
response requirenents that may occur at this
facility during the nighttine.

MR. LYNCH:. And the other
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1 question | have has to do with the sound

2 barriers you're looking to put in through the
3 tree line. And you referenced that it's

4 simlar to whatnot the DOI does use.

5 And driving on hi ghways as

6 much is | do | noticed that sonme of the

7 vegetation actually can destroy sone of these
8 barriers. And you're going through a tree --
9 a forested area or a tree area. |Is that a

10 concern of yours?

11 THE W TNESS (Audette):

12 R chard Audette.

13 We' ve | ooked at that sound

14 barrier, which is a DOD acceptabl e sound
15 barrier as one of the first alternatives.

16 W -- there is now in accordance to what

17 DOT's specification is -- by the way because
18 of this maintenance problem-- there is a

19 requirenent that that sound barrier be

20 wutilized with a certain kind of materi al s,

21 not necessarily wooden materials, but a
22 conposite engineering type of materials which

23 we will -- we are |looking at as part of that
24 installation.
25 MR LYNCH: And if | could
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just get a clarification. | mght have heard
this wong out in the field, that you
referenced the 1 SO New England reliability
study. And that there m ght have been, you
know, sonething that you were still | ooking
for within the queue.

And then you nentioned earlier
that the reliability study was -- | think
during the hearing, the reliability study was
conplete. So is it conpleted? O did | hear
it wong in the field?

THE W TNESS (Audette): For
the record, R chard Audette.

| SO New Engl and has two phases
and two facets of their studies. One is the
feasibility system study. The other is the
systeminpact study. This, this facility is
regi stered for the forward capacity narket
auction and to do that we have to conplete a
feasibility study to apply.

We have conpleted that and it
has been submtted to us. And in that study
it states that we have no transm ssion or
circuit inpacts. But the process that |1SO
New Engl and requires is that we still have to
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finish the systeminpact study. And that
w ll not be finished until the com ng nonths.

MR. LYNCH. So that's what |
heard in the field then. Correct?

THE W TNESS (Audette):

Correct.

MR. LYNCH. And of the
63- poi nt whatever negawatts, is that all
exported to the grid? O do you keep it for
i nternal usage?

THE W TNESS (Audette):

Ri chard Audette speaking.

The 63. 3-negawatt is the
I nterconnection application requirenent. W
cannot go above that. W can go below it.
R ght now we feel we have the capability of a
net output of approximately 63 negawatts. We
have about 300 kV of parasitic |oad which is
in the switchyard area.

MR. LYNCH: And lastly, and
this is probably a stupid question, but I'm
going to ask it anyhow because |'m curi ous,
and it's to the environnental people.

You' re eastern hog-nosed snake
that you searched for and, | guess, probably
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didn't find -- and of course, | know very
littl e about snakes so | | ooked it up on the
Internet -- and they have a western hog-nosed

snake. Waat's the difference between the
two?

THE W TNESS (Sanford): Well,
for the record, Matt Sanford.

There -- there's sonme point in
evolution there was a split between the
eastern hog-nosed snake and the western
hog- nosed snake. So the eastern hog-nosed
snake has a different col or, netanorphism
than the western hog-nosed snake. And the
eastern hog-nosed snakes are only endemc to
that part of the U. S

So there, there's a |lineage
break in evolutionary history between those
two speci es of hog-nosed snake. So what we
have, or what we could potentially have in
Connecticut is the eastern.

MR, LYNCH: Wwell, like | said,
| had to find out the answer because
W ki pedia totally confused ne. Thank you
very much

No nore questi ons,
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M. Chairnman.

THE CHAl RVAN:  Thank you. A
coupl e questi ons.

You stated that you're, |
thi nk, 75 percent designed for engi neering.
Al so that you still have sone processes wth,
for exanple, |1SO New England to go through.
So I'"'mjust trying to get a sense of the
schedul e.

One is if -- and | always try
to stress this if the this Council were to
approve this -- when would you be submtting,

for exanple, the D and M plan and then foll ow
up on that? Wen would you start
construction?

THE W TNESS (Audette): For
the record, R chard Audette speaking.

Currently our schedul es show
that -- first of all, let's tal k about
commerci al operation. The plant is intended
to be fully in comercial operation by
June 1, 2019. That is in our |ISO New Engl and
appl i cati on.

Wor ki ng back fromthere,
ultimately we are hoping if the permt
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application is approved to start construction
in the May/June tinmefranme of next year. And
wor ki ng back fromthere, our engineering wl|l
be conpl ete by January of this year -- end of
January, | m ght add.

And our D and M plan woul d be,
of course, submtted prior to construction.
Qur air permt application is going to be
submtted by the end of the year. And
hopefully if it's approved, in a six-nonth
timefranme that wll coincide wth our
construction tinefrane. Because as the
Counci |l knows, we cannot start construction
w t hout an air permt being approved.

THE CHAl RVAN:  Just a side
point. | think you stated that this wll be
the largest facility of this type in the
world. Did |l hear that right? O in the
U S?

THE W TNESS (Corvo): No, in
the worl d.

THE CHAl RVAN: Do you think
that will still be the case in 20197

THE W TNESS (Corvo): Probably
not .
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THE CHAI RVAN: Ckay. One of
nmy concerns is you stated that this will be
connected to the grid and wll not have any
st andal one capabilities. Froma purely
technol ogi cal standpoint is it possible to
have at | east a portion of this as
st andal one?

THE W TNESS (Audette): This
is Rchard Audette for the record.

| don't believe so, because we
do not have a host to put the power. W
woul d have to have a | oad bank | ocated w thin
the facility to put the generated power to if
the grid went down. [1'Il let FuelCell add to
t hat .

THE W TNESS (Toby): Yeah, Ben
Toby speaki ng.

| mean, technically you can do
it, but you would have to run wires fromthe
fuel -cell facility to sonebody who needs
power, you know, hard wires instead of just
connecting to the grid. You' re connecting
sonebody who needs electricity, and that's
not currently part of the plan for this
pr oj ect.
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THE CHAIRVAN: | bring that up
because, you know, w th our recent
experiences with the two storns here and al so
Hurri cane Sandy it seens to ne -- | know this
was the position of a | ot people in both high
and | ow pl aces who want to be resilient.

In the situation with climte
change, we would |i ke to have that
capability, and I'm sure somewhere in this
area -- | nean, these anbul ances nmust go
sonewhere, for exanple. So there nust be,
you know, enmergency facilities.

So | just think it's sort of a
shane that as that we build a new, the
| argest in the world, but also the best, and
| would add, the nost resilient, that we
don't consider how to have these facilities
if -- hopefully, it doesn't happen, but if
the grid goes down for an extended period of
tinme that this --

You know, | have small scal e.
| have solar on ny roof. |If the grid goes
down, all | can do is look at it. It doesn't
do any good. But on this, you know, | just

think it's a shane that that's not being
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consi dered or sonehow planned for in the
future?

THE W TNESS (Audette): For
the record, Richard Audette.

That was | ooked at early on in
the project design in discussions with | SO
New Engl and and Eversource. 138 |oca
di stribution versus a 115-transmni ssion
di stribution. And because of the size of the
facility Eversource directed us to the 115.

That was their -- that was a
choice by the utility that we go into that
substation directly at a 115 kv, not into a
138 because of the size of this facility. So
under their direction that was the approach
we t ook.

THE CHAI RVAN: | guess
Eversource is still very nmuch rate oriented.

Yes, M. Lynch?

MR. LYNCH: Going back to the
field review this afternoon, and | think
heard somewhere in the discussion that steam
was bei ng produced that can be exported under
the railroad tracks to a large, it | ooked
i ke a warehouse on the other side.
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So could you convert that to a
co-gen facility?

THE W TNESS (Audette):

Ri chard Audette for the
record.

We have spare casings that we
have designed into the facility that wll be
bilaterally drilled under Metro-North, which
you just heard go by. And one of those
casi ngs we' ve earnarked potentially for
excess heat that may be -- that is avail abl e,
could be available fromthe facility to a
potential industrial park that's on the other
side of the facility. But as for heating
pur poses only. It's a |ow grade tenperature
type of heating and not for additional
gener ati on of capacity.

MR. LYNCH:. That's what |
t hought | heard. Thank you very much.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Any ot her
questions from nenbers of the Council?

Staff?

(No response.)

THE CHAI RVAN:  So we'l |l now
adjourn this portion of the evidentiary
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hearing and we'll comrence the public
conmments session at 7 p.m So we'll see you
all then. Thank you.

(VWher eupon, the w tnesses were
excused and the above proceedi ngs were
concl uded at 4:39 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

| hereby certify that the foregoing 97
pages are a conpl ete and accurate
conput er - ai ded transcription of nmy original
verbati m notes taken of the Siting Council
Meeting in Re: PETITION NO. 1184, PETI TI ON
FROMV BEACON FALLS ENERGY PARK, LLC, FOR A
DECLARATORY RULI NG THAT NO CERTI FI CATE OF
ENVI RONMENTAL COMPATI BI LI TY AND PUBLI C NEED
| S REQUI RED FOR THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTI ON,
MAI NTENANCE, AND OPERATI ON OF A 63.3 MEGAWATT
FUEL CELL FACI LI TY LOCATED AT LOPUS RQAD,
BEACON FALLS, CONNECTI CUT, which was hel d
before ROBIN STEIN, Chairnman, at the Beacon
Fall s Firehouse, 35 North Main Street, Beacon
Fall s, Connecticut, on Novenber 5, 2015.

Robert G D xon, CVR-M 857
Not ary Public

BCT Reporting, LLC

PO Box 1774

Bristol, Connecticut 06011

My Conmm ssi on Expires: 6/30/2020
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