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On March 13, 2006, Bay Communications, LLC (Bay) applied to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for the recertification of a wireless telecommunications facility originally approved at 170 Southeast Road, New Hartford, Connecticut.  The Council previously approved a 150-foot monopole facility at the subject property on November 20, 2003.  The Council approved a petition on February 3, 2004 to increase the height of the monopole to 160 feet.  The Certificate expired before the facility was constructed.  Bay proposes to construct a 160-foot monopole in the same location previously approved by the Council.   
The Council has carefully analyzed the record in this proceeding including an evaluation of the coverage objectives of Sprint Spectrum L.P., Cellco Partnership, and New Cingular Wireless PCS LLC, existing facilities in the area, and alternative properties and structures.  Based on the substantial gaps in existing coverage for all three telecommunications carriers and the lack of suitable existing structures, the Council finds a technical need for a new tower to serve Route 202.  
The proposed tower site is located in the eastern portion of a 64-acre parcel approved for residential development.  The tower would be located east of Spruce Brook, a tributary of the Nepaug Reservoir that traverses the central portion of the parcel in a south to north direction.  The tower site is approximately 150 feet from the nearest property boundary.  Although the tower site does not meet the Town’s property line setback requirement of 225 feet, the Council believes the tower site is appropriate, since the abutting property is undeveloped watershed land owned by the Metropolitan District Commission (MDC).  
A 160-foot monopole and an associated equipment compound would be constructed at the site.  Access to the site would be from a 12-foot wide, 870-foot long gravel drive emanating from the end of a subdivision road immediately west of Spruce Brook.  Bay would construct a 15-foot wide, 29-foot long bridge over the brook with bridge footings installed approximately 12 feet from the edge of the brook.  Construction of the bridge would disturb approximately 126 square feet of riparian wetlands.  The proposed brook crossing is located at the narrowest point of uplands on the Spruce Brook corridor.  
Development of the road would require extensive grading immediately east of Spruce Brook.  Bay would establish erosion controls in accordance with the Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control (2002).  Additionally, Bay would examine if paving the access road on the steep grade, as recommended by the MDC, would be beneficial in reducing erosion impacts to Spruce Brook.  The Council will require Bay to consult with the MDC regarding erosion control measures prior to submission of the Development and Management Plan.  
The visibility impact of the 160-foot monopole would be minimal, due to the relatively undeveloped nature of the surrounding area.  Views of the tower within a half-mile of the site would be limited to three short sections of Route 202, a state designated scenic roadway north of the site, and 0.35 miles of Southeast Road.  The council does not believe views from Route 202 are obtrusive due to the distance from the tower, area topography, and the presence of mature evergreen trees that minimize views from the road.  Two residences would have year-round views of the upper portion of the tower in the Southeast Road area.  
Radio frequency power density levels at the base of the proposed tower would be well below federal and state standards.  If federal or state standards change, the Council will require that the facility be brought into compliance with such standards.  The Council will require that the power densities be remodeled in the event other carriers locate at this facility.

Based on the record in this proceeding, we find that the effects associated with the construction, operation, and maintenance of a telecommunications facility at the proposed site, including effects on the natural environment; ecological integrity and balance; public health and safety; scenic, historic, and recreational values; forests and parks; air and water purity; and fish and wildlife are not disproportionate either alone or cumulatively with other effects when compared to need, are not in conflict with policies of the State concerning such effects, and are not sufficient reason to deny this application.  Therefore, we will issue a Certificate for the construction, operation, and maintenance of a 160-foot monopole telecommunications facility at the proposed site. 

