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Opinion
On November 9, 2007, Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless (Cellco) applied to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) for the construction, maintenance and operation of a wireless telecommunications facility to be located in the Town of Kent, Connecticut.  Cellco is seeking to develop a facility on property owned by the Town of Kent and used as the town’s Public Works Garage and Solid Waste Transfer Station.  Cellco’s objective in locating a facility at this location is to provide personal communications service coverage along Route 7, Route 341 and local roads in the central portion of Kent.    
Cellco proposes to construct a 150-foot monopole and an associated equipment compound on the central portion of an approximately 10 acre parcel, adjacent to a garage structure.  Cellco antennas would reach a total height of 153 feet above ground level (agl).  The Town of Kent would install two 22-foot whip antennas at the top (extending to a height of 172 feet agl) and two 12-foot whip antennas at the 110-foot level of the proposed tower. 
There are nine single-family residences and two multi-family residential complexes within 1,000 feet of the proposed facility.  The nearest single-family residence is approximately 500 feet northeast and the South Common residential complex is located approximately 400 feet south of the proposed facility.  
Other nearby facilities include elderly housing at the Templeton Farm Apartments, which has a building located approximately 400 feet from the proposed facility; and a nursing home, Kent Special Care Center, which has a building located approximately 700 feet from the proposed facility.

No trees would have to be removed to allow for the construction of the proposed facility.  

The proposed facility would have no effect on cultural resources listed on or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.  The proposed facility is not expected to have an effect on federal or state Endangered or Threatened Species or on state Species of Special Concern.
The proposed tower would be visible year-round from approximately 73 acres within a two-mile radius of the site.  The tower would be seasonally visible from an additional approximately 135 acres within a two-mile radius of the site.  The proposed tower would visually impact approximately ten residential properties year-round, including several units within an adjacent apartment complex, and approximately six residential properties seasonally.  The Council will order Cellco to consider the antenna mounting configuration, including t-arm antenna mounts, in the submittal of the Development and Management Plan.  T-arm mounting brackets have a slimmer profile and less visual presence compared to a triangular platform.      

Cellco currently has nearly non-existent adequate coverage in the center of Kent.  The proposed tower would enable Cellco to provide coverage along Route 7 and Route 341 as well as surrounding areas.     

The need for the proposed facility outweighs environmental and visual impacts that would be created.  The site is located within an industrial zone, which is the preferred location for such infrastructure and is on developed land used by the Town of Kent as a Public Works Garage and Solid Waste Transfer Station thereby minimizing environmental impact.  The visual impact of the proposed tower would occur within the immediate area of the proposed site, with most views occurring within 0.25 miles of the site and approximately 0.5 miles within open land areas.  

According to a methodology prescribed by the FCC Office of Engineering and Technology Bulletin No. 65E, Edition 97-01 (August 1997), the combined radio frequency power density levels of the antennas proposed to be installed on the tower, including Cellco and the town’s antennas, have been calculated to amount to approximately 3% of the FCC’s Maximum Permissible Exposure, as measured at the base of the tower. This percentage is well below federal and state standards established for the frequencies used by wireless companies.  If federal or state standards change, the Council will require that the tower be brought into compliance with such standards.  The Council will require that the power densities be recalculated in the event other carriers add antennas to the tower. The Telecommunications Act of 1996 prohibits any state or local agency from regulating telecommunications towers on the basis of the environmental effects of radio frequency emissions to the extent that such towers and equipment comply with FCC’s regulations concerning such emissions.

Based on the record in this proceeding, the Council finds that the effects associated with the construction, operation, and maintenance of the telecommunications facility at the proposed site, including effects on the natural environment; ecological integrity and balance; public health and safety; scenic, historic, and recreational values; forests and parks; air and water purity; and fish and wildlife are not disproportionate either alone or cumulatively with other effects when compared to need, are not in conflict with policies of the State concerning such effects, and are not sufficient reason to deny this application.  Therefore, the Council will issue a Certificate for the construction, operation, and maintenance of a 150-foot monopole telecommunications facility at the proposed site, 38 Maple Street, Kent, Connecticut. 
















