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On December 5, 2005, New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC (Cingular) applied to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for the re-issuance of a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) for the construction, maintenance and operation of a wireless telecommunications facility at 350 Hartland Boulevard in Hartland, Connecticut. The Certificate for this site was originally issued to AT&T Wireless PCS, LLC (AT&T Wireless) in Docket 249. Shortly after this Certificate was issued, AT&T Wireless and Cingular merged. Following the merger, the new company took some time to assess the status of its newly combined networks. During this assessment period, the Certificate issued to AT&T Wireless expired. In this proceeding, Cingular, as the successor to AT&T Wireless, is asking the Council to re-issue a Certificate for the site at 350 Hartland Boulevard. Cingular was the only party in this proceeding.
At this location, Cingular proposed a 150-foot steel monopole within a 65-foot by 65-foot compound enclosure. Cingular’s compound would be located near the southerly boundary of an 8.2 acre parcel owned by Marlene Jung. The location of the monopole proposed in this docket was moved approximately 20 feet to the north from the originally proposed location in keeping with Order No. 1 of the Council’s Decision and Order for Docket 249. In its location proposed in this docket, the tower would be approximately 110 feet from the adjacent property to the south. 
A tower at this location would provide service along Route 20 and adjacent areas in Hartland and Granby. It would hand off signals to a site on Higley Road in Granby that was approved under Docket 263. Cingular would initially install six antennas (two per sector) on a platform at the top of the tower. Depending on demand for service, it could install up to 12 antennas in the future. Vehicular access to the facility and utility service would be provided via an existing paved driveway that intersects with Route 20 and then over a new gravel access road approximately 90 feet long.
At the tower’s proposed location, its setback radius would encroach approximately 40 feet onto the adjacent property to the south. Cingular has expressed its willingness to design a yield point into the tower to effectively reduce the size of the setback radius.  In addition, the tower could be moved northward an additional 20 to 30 feet within the proposed compound according to testimony at the public hearing. Therefore, the Council will order the tower to be designed with a yield point and moved 20 to 30 feet to the north within the compound.
The area in which this tower would be located is heavily forested and has hilly terrain. These characteristics would limit the visual impact of the proposed tower.  This visibility of the tower would be limited primarily to one location near the intersection of Route 20 and Pederson Road.
There is a portion of the Tunxis Trail located approximately two miles from the tower. It is possible that there could be some limited vantage points along the Trail from which the tower may be visible. But the visual impact of the tower would be mitigated by the distance.
A wetlands area and stream are located on the western portion of the Jung property and an existing driveway crosses both. The construction activity to develop the proposed facility would not occur within 50 feet of the on-site wetlands. To minimize the possibility of disturbing these wetlands, the applicant would comply with the 2002 Connecticut Soil and Erosion Control Guidelines. Approximately 29 trees would need to be removed to develop the facility at this location. 
There are no known extant populations of Federal or State Endangered, Threatened or Special Concern Species at the proposed location.

A facility at the proposed location would have no effect upon Connecticut’s archaeological heritage, nor would it have any effect on properties of traditional cultural importance to Connecticut’s Native American communities.

According to a methodology prescribed by the FCC Office of Engineering and Technology Bulletin No. 65E, Edition 97-01 (August 1997), the combined radio frequency power density levels of the antennas proposed to be installed on the tower have been calculated by Council staff to amount to 6.9% of the FCC’s Maximum Permissible Exposure, as measured at the base of the tower. This percentage is well below federal and state standards established for the frequencies used by wireless companies.  If federal or state standards change, the Council will require that the tower be brought into compliance with such standards.  The Council will require that the power densities be recalculated in the event other carriers add antennas to the tower. The Telecommunications Act of 1996 prohibits any state or local agency from regulating telecommunications towers on the basis of the environmental effects of radio frequency emissions to the extent that such towers and equipment comply with FCC’s regulations concerning such emissions.
Although the original Certificate allowed for a 150-foot tower, the Council finds that there is no compelling reason to build a tower this high. Cingular testified that a 120-foot tower would be sufficient to achieve its coverage needs in this area. Without any other carriers intervening in this docket to demonstrate a need for a higher tower, the Council is satisfied that a 120-foot tower would be satisfactory. Should a carrier require a higher position in the future, the Council would consider an extension of the tower’s height. 
Based on the record in this proceeding, the Council finds that the effects associated with the construction, operation, and maintenance of the proposed telecommunications facility, including effects on the natural environment; ecological integrity and balance; public health and safety; scenic, historic, and recreational values; forests and parks; air and water purity; and fish and wildlife are not disproportionate either alone or cumulatively with other effects when compared to need, are not in conflict with policies of the State concerning such effects, and are not sufficient reason to deny this application.  Therefore, the Council will issue a Certificate for the construction, operation, and maintenance of a 120-foot monopole tower, expandable up to 150 feet, at the proposed site at 350 Hartland Boulevard in Hartland, Connecticut.






