	DOCKET NO. 296 – Tower Ventures II, LLC application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need for the construction, maintenance and operation of a wireless telecommunications facility at one of two sites located at 382 Colebrook River Road, Colebrook, Connecticut.
	}

}

}


	Connecticut

Siting

Council

February 2, 2005


Opinion

On September 30, 2004, Tower Ventures II, LLC (Tower Ventures) applied to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) for the construction, maintenance and operation of a wireless telecommunications facility to be located in the Town of Colebrook, Connecticut. Tower Ventures is seeking to develop a facility at one of two proposed sites located on property at 382 Colebrook River Road. The site identified as A-1 is located higher on the side of Eno Hill than the site identified as A-2. The elevation of the A-1 site would be 1,150 feet AMSL; the A-2 site would have an elevation of 880 feet AMSL. Tower Ventures’ objective in locating a facility at this location is to provide service to the Route 8 corridor and unserved areas of Colebrook. 
Tower Ventures would erect a 150-foot tall monopole within a 60-foot by 60-foot compound that would be enclosed by a chain link fence at the A-1 site.  At the A-2 site, Tower Ventures would erect a 180-foot tall monopole within a 60-foot by 60-foot enclosed compound. Access to the sites would be over an existing logging road that would be improved to accommodate construction and service vehicles. The existing road to the A-1 site would need to be realigned to avoid traversing the adjacent property to the north which is part of the Algonquin State Forest. 

The location of the A-1 site could be moved to the north farther away from the boundary of the adjacent property to the south. 
Tower Ventures is proposing to bring utilities to either location overhead from Route 8 (Colebrook River Road) to within 50 feet of the approved facility’s location. The remaining 50 feet of the utility run would be underground.

Approximately 11 trees with a 6 inch diameter at breast height would be removed to develop the A-1 site and another 61 trees would be removed to improve the road to allow construction equipment access. Approximately 26 trees with a 6 inch dbh would need to be removed to develop the A-1 site and another 137 trees would be removed to improve the access road to make it passable for construction vehicles.
The acreage of the areas from which either tower would be visible is approximately the same — 36 acres. Either tower would be visible from the public access area at the entrance to the Army Corps of Engineers dam property to the north of the sites.  

There are no known existing populations of state endangered, threatened, or species of special concern at the proposed site. A facility at this location would not have any effect on architectural or archaeological resources.

The radio frequency power density levels at the base of the proposed tower would be well below federal and state standards for the frequencies used by wireless companies.  If federal or state standards change, the Council will require that the tower be brought into compliance with such standards.  The Council will require that the power densities be remodeled in the event other carriers add antennas to the tower.
Because the A-1 site is higher on Eno Hill, a tower at this location might have more of a visual impact on the ridge lines in the area than a tower at the A-2 site. However, the very significant coverage advantages of this location over the A-2 site lower on the hillside outweigh any marginally detrimental visual impacts the A-1 site might have. These coverage advantages may help to forestall the need for additional towers in this area. In addition, the topography of the A-1 site would make this the easier of the two sites to develop. For these reasons, the Council prefers the A-1 site even though the Colebrook Planning and Zoning Commission stated a preference for the A-2 site.
The Council finds that the effects associated with the construction, operation, and maintenance of the proposed telecommunications facility, including effects on the natural environment; ecological integrity and balance; public health and safety; scenic, historic, and recreational values; forests and parks; air and water purity; and fish and wildlife are not disproportionate either alone or cumulatively with other effects when compared to need, are not in conflict with policies of the State concerning such effects, and are not sufficient reason to deny this application.  Therefore, the Council will issue a Certificate for the construction, operation, and maintenance of a 150-foot monopole tower at the A-1 site and will deny certification for the A-2 site at  382 Colebrook River Road, Colebrook, Connecticut.
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