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Decision and Order

Pursuant to the foregoing Findings of Fact and Opinion, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) finds that the effects associated with the construction and operation of 8.7 miles of new underground 115-kilovolt (kV) electric transmission cables extending from CL&P’s existing Glenbrook Substation in the City of Stamford, through the Town of Darien, to CL&P’s existing Norwalk Substation in the City of Norwalk, including effects on the natural environment; ecological integrity and balance; forests and parks; scenic, historic, and recreational values; air and water purity; fish and wildlife; and public health and safety are not disproportionate either alone or cumulatively with other effects compared to need, are not in conflict with the policies of the State concerning such effects, and are not sufficient reason to deny the application.  Therefore, the Council directs that a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need, as provided by General Statutes § 16-50k, be issued to the Connecticut Light and Power Company for the construction and operation of electric transmission cables along the proposed route.    

The facility shall be constructed, operated, and maintained substantially as specified in the Council’s record in this matter, and is subject to the following conditions:

1. The Certificate Holder shall provide to the Council a copy of all decisions by state or federal regulatory agencies concerning the proposed project prior to construction or installation.  If there are provisions in any regulatory decision that are inconsistent with the Council's record in this matter, the Certificate Holder shall notify the Council immediately.

2. The Certificate Holder shall comply with all future electric and magnetic field standards promulgated by state or federal regulatory agencies.  Upon the establishment of any new standards, the facilities granted in this Decision and Order shall be brought into compliance with such standards as soon as practical.

3. The Certificate Holder shall not commence construction of this electric transmission cable system until it has secured Council approval of a Development and Management (D&M) Plan.  The D&M Plan shall be served on the City of Stamford, the Town of Darien, and the City of Norwalk for comment, and all parties and intervenors as listed in the service list, and submitted to and approved by the Council prior to the commencement of facility construction and shall include:

a) A detailed site plan showing the underground route provisions for underground cable protection, location of splice boxes, and equipment and material staging areas;

b) Indicate the type of changes that may be required to accommodate 345-kV lines in the future; 

c) An erosion and sediment control plan, consistent with the 2002 Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control as amended;

d) Provisions for cable crossing of wetlands and watercourses; and
e) A post-construction electric and magnetic field monitoring plan.
4. The Certificate Holder shall coordinate with the Connecticut Department of Transportation regarding the installation and maintenance of the cables in State roads.  
5. The Certificate Holder shall hire an independent consultant, subject to Council approval, to monitor and report biweekly to the Council on the environmental effects of the non-roadway installation of the cable system, including impacts to rare, threatened or endangered species or species of special concern in the project area.

6. The Certificate Holder shall provide to the Council an Installation Notification Plan identifying state and federal regulatory agencies that have jurisdiction for the proposed cable system, which would receive the following information:

a) Notice of the cable system installation within one week prior to the commencement of construction;

b) Notice of completion of cable installation; and

c) Post-construction mapping of the cable system location within two months of the completion of installation of the cable system, or as approved by the Council.

7. The Certificate Holder shall provide to the Council an operating report within three months after the conclusion of the first year of operation, and annually thereafter, with information relevant to the overall condition, safety, reliability, and operation of the cable system.

8. Unless otherwise approved by the Council, this Decision and Order shall be void if all construction authorized herein is not completed within three years of the effective date of the Decision and Order, or within three years after all appeals to this Decision and Order have been resolved.

We hereby direct that a copy of the Findings of Fact, Opinion, and Decision and Order be served on each person listed below, and notice of the Decision published in the Connecticut Post, The Advocate (Stamford) and the Norwalk Hour.

By this Decision and Order, the Council disposes of the legal rights, duties, and privileges of each party named or admitted to the proceeding in accordance with Section 16-50j-17 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies.

The Parties and Intervenors to the proceeding are as follows:

	Applicant


	Connecticut Light & Power Company

	Roger C. Zaklukiewicz, Vice President

Transmission Projects

Northeast Utilities Service Company

P.O. Box 270

Hartford, CT  06141-0270

Elizabeth A. Maldonado, Esq.

Associate General Counsel

Northeast Utilities Service Company

P.O. Box 270

Hartford, CT  06141-0270

Anthony M. Fitzgerald, Esq.
Robert Golden, Esq.

Carmody & Torrance LLP

195 Church Street, 18th Floor

P.O. Box 1950

New Haven, CT  06509-1950



	Party


	Town of Darien

	Lee Hoffman, Esq.

Pullman & Comley, LLC

90 State House Square

Hartford, CT  06103-3702



	Party

	Department of Transportation


	Charles H. Walsh

Assistant Attorney General

Juris. No. 402623

55 Elm St., P.O. Box 120

Hartford, CT  06141-0120
Eileen Meskill 
Attorney General's Office 
55 Elm Street 
P.O. Box 120 
Hartford, CT 06105


	Intervenor


	John W. Hetherington

State Representative, 125th District

697 Valley Road

New Canaan, CT  06840

	

	Party


	  Town of New Canaan
	John W. Cannavino

Cummings & Lockwood

Four Stamford Plaza

P.O. Box 120

Stamford, CT  06904-0120


	Intervenor


	ISO New England Inc.
	Anthony M. Macleod

Whitman, Breed, Abbot & Morgan LLC

P.O. Box 2250

Greenwich, CT  06830


	Party


	City of Norwalk

	Louis S. Ciccarello

Corporation Counsel

P.O. Box 798

Norwalk, CT  06856-0798
Mayor Alex A. Knopp

Norwalk City Hall

125 East Avenue, Room 236

Norwalk, CT  06851

Harold Alvord, Director

Public Works Department

Norwalk City Hall

125 East Avenue, Room 225

Norwalk, CT  06851



	Intervenor
	The United Illuminating Company
	Linda L. Randell

Bruce L. McDermott

Wiggin and Dana,  LLP

One Century Tower

New Haven, CT  06508-1832

Richard Reed

The United Illuminating Company

801 Bridgeport Avenue

Shelton, CT  06484



	Intervenor
	Woodlands Coalition for Responsible Energy, Inc.

Attn:  Ruth Ann Wiesenthal-Gold

657 Hurst Road NE

Palm Bay, FL  32907-1439


	

	Party
	Office of Consumer Counsel
	Bruce C. Johnson

Litigation Attorney

Office of Consumer Counsel

Ten Franklin Square

New Britain, CT  06051


