Petition No. 725

Iroquois Gas Transmission System

Milford, Connecticut

Staff Report

July 20, 2005

With this petition Iroquois seeks to install an impressed current ground bed to protect a portion of its gas transmission pipeline from corrosion.   Council member Gerry Heffernan and staff person David Martin met Iroquois representatives Stephan Ariyan, Christa Fine, and Brian Wolf on July 18, 2005 to conduct a field review of the proposed project. Mary Rose Palumbo, Milford Inland Wetlands agent, was also present.

Iroquois’ proposed project involves installing 10 anodes within an approximate 30-foot wide by 180-foot long trench perpendicular to the existing pipeline.  An additional 1150 feet of trenching would be necessary to connect the anodes with a rectifier that would be installed within the existing pipeline right-of-way and connect negative and positive leads to the anodes and the pipeline. Once installed, the system will send a small electrical charge through the pipeline that will help prevent corrosion to the pipeline. Iroquois engineers estimate that approximately four miles of pipeline can be protected in this manner. Iroquois would also have to bring electrical service from Herbert Street along a city-owned access way to the rectifier.
The land where this project would be installed is currently cultivated farmland. There is a golf course to the north of the project area. Other adjacent properties are undeveloped. Once the project has been completed and revegetated, there should be little, if any, physical evidence of the current bed’s installation.
A portion of the project is located in a wetlands, which works to the project’s advantage since wet soils help to conduct the electrical charge. Iroquois is seeking the city’s approval for the work within the wetland area. The city’s wetland agent indicated during the field review that this work should not be a problem since the wetland area has been compromised in the past and is now host to invasive species. She also said the city has had positive experience with Iroquois’ previous work within wetland areas. 
The Council has approved similar petitions from Iroquois within the last several years: Petition 413 for Sherman and Shelton, Petition 450 in Newtown, and Petition 640 in Milford. 
